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Guba’s
Bloodless
_Ej_attles.

An Eye-Witness Describes
the Captures of *‘Closely
Guarded"’ Towns.

Spanish Trcops Never on Hand to
Resist Entry, and the Natives
Welcome the Insurgents.

Destruction of Plantations and Mild
Robbery of Shopkeepersthe Worst
Features of This Campaign.

THE WHOLE CCUNTRY SYMPATHIZES

Their Dashing Gallantry Seems Attractive
When Compared with the Sleepy
and Silly Tactics of the
Spanish Troops.

Havana, Jaan. 7.—This was the problem
In “military scleoce that confrooted the
Bpanish geveruls In Coba:

Given an army of 150,000 or 200,000, of
which over 100,000 are regulars, armed
with the latest rifles, a soficlency of ar-
tlllery, with some cavalry, the possession
of all raliroad snd telegraph  facillties,

Bow shiall such an army be manceuvred so
@8 to prevent the passage of an enemy
cansisting of 10,000 or 12,000 men, nearly
all Taviiry, variously armed and suspectad
of being short.of ammunition, deveid of

artiliery., and for the most part onaccus-
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An Insurgé'nt' Scout.
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(Sketehed from life by the Jopurnals artists an ‘the spot}

tofirearmu? The line to be gnarded
- Havaun to Batnbano—erosses Cuba
It its nperowed polut. A rullroad and tel
sgrmaph litie runs the oentlre distance.
Wires are in posseskion of the Spanish, and
ithitre are forts and fleets at elther ‘end,
sod & smull fort nt every town. The
Jetigth of the line ls less than thirty miles.

I went out from Havana to ses the ine
sturgents attempt the pnssage lote Pinar
fel Rio. i expicied to sec n swift, brill-
Jant chnrge on some weak point of the
Spanish line—a dreadful gacrifice of life
to. make a bréach fn & [Iving wall. Falling
this I expected to see the rebel army
erawling In the dark of the moon through
the cane fdelds and around the hills to slip
‘unseen by sentries-and forts. [ didn't see
anything of the sort, of course,

The rebels passed the line In three or
more separate columms, cut the milvoad
and telegraph when- they pleased, took
‘what towns they passed, and all without
the firing of & gun. They came with a
‘yish und gaturally rushed whers the
‘Hpanish goldlers were not. With no hos-
pitals for thelr Wounded and the dlMoulty
¢ getting ammuniilen, the rebels could
ony even vietory too Nearly if they fonght
much, But they @4 not bave to fght,
They marehed by day and halted for meals
‘and slept la eamp st night, snd where
“th passed- everybody In the country

"0t course. there was nothing lke the
whole Spanish army In thelr way, but if
the pegiments are really ns represented
there wtst have been 40,000 or 50,000 with-

1o 2 radiue of 0O miles. ’

It wix New Year's Day when 1 left Ha-
wann. The Insurgenis were reported to be
reiding aiid burniig sugar cane near Union,
nd that was my obfective point, but the
relisls ki alveady begun thelr westward

_wmnreh aud the train could get mo further

tian Palos, just about the esstern bound.
‘sty of Havana proviace. Thers were sol-
diers at Palos, and they were watching a
grent cloud of white smcke which ob-
‘goured the whole southern horlzon. On the
east there .weee other volganoes, showing
where & rear guard was marching, buming
what the foregmnners bad left. Oniy one

* sugnr plantation was grinding easne, and I

‘walted with the proprietor for the nrrival

" of the insurgents and the consequent burn-

Ing of his felds.

"The calmness.of these Cubdansg In the face
of entastrophe Is puralyslng. This wan—and
he 18 pot a rich man, elther—waiied for
the destruotion of bis property withoft the
slighitest sign of lrritation or dlstress. He
snv hils neighbors’ fortunes golng up in
amoke, and he petted his dogs, smoke

rettis  and  enterinined his  guest.

Meanwhile there wera tremendous miligary |
operations.  Geseral Echague, with 1,50

bousd east. General Aldegon, with a strong )
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infantry column, made a forced march to
Nueve Paz and learned that Maximo Go-
mez, Maoceo and other rebel eaptaing, with
nearly 8.000 men, most of them mounted,
had gone from that vicinljy several hours
before, nfter setting the fires.” Awny
marched Aldecoa ln-pursult, not even stop-

ping to listen to the entertalning storles of,

the rebels' visit. Gomexn's people halll burled

thirty colonlas belonging to the Central
Nueve Pag, and had taken away most of
the good horses ln the country.

“But who is to pay me for my mares?"’
protested Ernestlno Rodriguez, ng he paw
o dozen strapping men from Orientl on the
backs of his fortune,

“"God and the approval of your eonsclence
ns 4 patriot.” replied Maxlmo Gomesz; “‘and
besides, I have left you soms good horses
In exchange,"

This war hes demonstrated the fensibil-

Aty of the socinlistic theory of community

ownershlp of property. A horse in this

‘eountry now belongs to he who bestrides It

The rebel rides a horse tHl It gives out;
then the best In the neareat fleld takes Its
place, to be left in turn fen or a dozen
leagues further on, and the mian despolled
of one tgkes the otler, knowlng that 1t;
too; ;will be taken when the next party
comes, Now the Hpanlards are gatbering
up a1l the horsef. Tt has dawned on them,
after a yenr's experience thit s soldicr on
horseback can go faster than one on foot,
The Government has fixed the maximum
price of a horse at 334 and the minimum at
§16, and Is wlilling to dwe that much a
head,

Well, Maximo and hls merry men bounced
through Vegas, after considerately sending
word to' the storekeepers to close thelr
shops. But the rebel army was so mlild
that the shnpke__ep'éru opened thelr stores
end did a rushing teade for a little while.
The Clvll Guard of Vegas was, of course,
taken prisoner, but before they left the
rebels turned the guardsmen lpose. Vegns
wad delighted with the vislt of the rebels,
the citizens assured me. Bo the rebels
went down the line, stopping where they
pleased, gnathering recruits and borses.
They did not go Into Guines, and by a co-
incldence the soldlers did.

I went Ipto the town after golng through
the formula that Is belng repeatsd all over
Cuba to-day. A sentry suddenly appears
In the darkness and you hear:
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You stop.

“Qulén vive?"

This Is the time for & rare dlsplay of
Indgment. If the dusky figure In the gloom
Is & Government soldler you: had better
answer with what enthusiasm you ean mus-
tor, "‘Hspagnia."” If you think It 1s one of
Maximo Gomez's men you say “Cuba,’’ snd

-sidewalks without even walting to eat, &o
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The Spanish Army Which Does Not Fight—Morning Inspection of Volunteers on the Prado, Havana.

(Sketehed from life by the Journal's artist on the spot.)

It 15 bad business to guess wrong. The
rest of the formula goes:
“Que gente?"’

“Buena."

Then you are allowed to get off your
horse and expliin your identlty. Then you
are allowed to pess—mayhe.

At Gulnes were all the soldiers that had
been at Palos, and some more. The people
of Gulnes sald that the rebels had been
within rifle shot aimost of Guines and had
holsted a beacon light on & palm o show
thelr whereabouts, and that the Generals
refused to lead thelr men agalnst them, I
gness this story 1s not true.. The worst
that can be sald ngainst the Spanish officers
18 that they do not seem able to strike the
rebels, As for The Spanish foot goldler, he
[s the most patient, most endoriog aoalmnl
1 EVer saw,

1 canght gmllmpses of the dusty. tired
army trudging over treails along the way.
and I saw them march into Guines, stretch
thelr hammocks, or drop: to sleep on the

tired were they; but I dldn't hear a word
of comiplaint. They were rousted out at 6
o'vlook In the miorning andl marched out
toward the west. At half-past § they were
back of the outskirts ‘of the town, march-
ing south. Magbe such manoéuyres as this
nray explain the fallure to solve the mili-
tary problem.

I figured on leaving Gulnes at daybreak,
but had not revkened on the Alealde, who
peremptorily forbade anybody leaving the
town, It was noon before he relented, so

I did x}'t‘at see the taking of Mélinn by the |

insurgents. Melinn, of course, made no re-
sigtunce, and suffered no damage exeept in
the losa of the raiirond depat, which the
rébels burned, principally to break up rall-
mad and telegraph communieation.

At Guara, a Hitle forther west, they
fared worse. In anticipation of the raid
into Pinar del Rio, Nunez, who commanded
the fiying eavalry column that took these
towns, began to provide a commissary de-
partment, He took away from Guara over
2 hundred pack-horse loads of canned goods,
ham, tobaceo, clothes and shoes, leaving
the storekeepers frantic; but the rest of the
population seemed rather to enfoy it. Then
they struck off from the rallroad toward
the hills and finally galloped into San Axn-
tonio de Ins Vegas. The tlny force of vol-
unteers and the slngle civll goardsman
capituluted. One store on the outskivis of
the town lost a lot of provisions, but that
was all the damage dome. The Insurgent
force—there were over 1,800 men—restad
aboot town and some of them found thelr
way to the Inn add asked for beer and

wine, The Innkeeper was handing It ont,

when a blg, ewearing, swarthy chap
bouneed Into the room, hustled the solllers
out and banged on the counter with his
fgt. It was Nunez Nlmself.

“If you give sany of my men drink,'" he
stormed, “‘somebody will be hanged."”

Nunex's troops galloped awiy sober.

About thirty of San Antonjo’'s young men
went with them as recrults, lucluding some
of the volunteers.. The house at which 1
slept there had been deserted by the only
son, and far into the nolght 1 heard the
mother and sister scolding his father for
baving such o son. When I rode away in
the morning the weary father was walting
on the outakirts of the town., He had gone
before daybreak to escape from the women.
But young Cabrera’s case was not nearly
n4 flagrant as thut of the five sons of the
Widow Hernandez, Thry went In a body,
leaving the old lady absolutely slone. It
wis not surprising. Few  spivited young
elips with & lorse and & niachete could
estape the contagion of the tumuliuous six-
teen: hundred that swept across country like
n  eyelone, Glory! bow they did ride!
Changing horses wherever they found a
fresh) one, only stopping to fire the cane op
heap up the provisions on thelr pack traln,
You'eould trall them by the empty sardine
boxes along their path, for they ate as they
rode. I wanted to be at the llne to.wateh
them erogs, but when I got there all 1 gaw
was 0 cloud of dust n league away, Aung up
by the galloping horsemen. and my own
horse lay down by the ruliroad truck and
conld not rise,

To' Belucal the traln was still running
from Hehana. There were about four thou-
sand soldlers there by night, tired to death
by thelr awful march In the wake of the
enemy. We heard of the rebels at Gabriel
and other places near by, but they were
followed no further that night. They had
crossed the line and were west of Havana,

g part of the Izland which no previous revo-
Tutlon ever reached,

Since my return to Havana “officlal” news
reports have been given out of plundering,
burning, kllng and outrages in Plnaor det
Rio by the Invading troops. 1 do not be-
lleve it. On this side of the line there were

no barbarities worse than the taking of pro-

vislons from the shops. The women of the
towns stood at the doors apd waved thelr

aprons at the columns, and I never heard of
one being badly treated In any way.

None of the townsmen excapt the shop-

keepers spoke bitterly of the Insurgent
troops, though mearly every man among
them last his harse In the rald.

Now the Spanlsh proppse to keep the In-

surgents west of the line and gradunily drive

them back untll they are forced to stand a
battle. Then the Spaniards think that the
discipline of regulur troops and the machine
guns will goon crush the rebel army, You

Oldest
Man in
thf,_ World

Time, Apparently, Has No
Effect on Feodovovitch
Konzmin,

He Has Lived in a Remote Rus-
sian Town for One Hundred
and Thirty-eight Years,

The Czar's Government Has Investi.
gated Him and Found His Story
of His Age to Be True.

HE LOOKS LIKE THOMAS C. PLATT.

He Remembers Events of the Eightsenth
Century Clearly and Is
Still as Spry as
& Colt,

The accompanying pleture Is not a po:
tralt of Thomas Colller Platt, of Tloge
County, N. Y., on his way to the French
ball In the disguise of an Wilks Islund fim-
mirmnt. It is the true likeness of Ivan
Feodordviteh . uenin, who 1§, secovding
to the Russinn autborlties, thi *'lest man
In the world! This seems g rather broac
statement, but the records are there to
show thnt Ivan first saw the light of day
on October 21 (old style), 1757, which woulg
make hlm 138 years of nge next hirthday,
Ona  hundred and thirty-eight years of
age!l

Late last September, Gospodin Lom-
onogsoff, & member of the Moskovskl Vie
domesti editorinl stalf, happensd to stop

at a wayside inn near the village of Duy-
kova, in the Governmoent of Kostrams.

el
T
Y

‘Drawn for the Journal from b

The Oldest Man in the World—Ivan Feodorovitch Konzmin, 138 Years Old.

photograph by V. Gribayadaf, &

can judge of the probabllity of this pro-
grammo belng carried out by the faet that
people In Habona elimb to thelr roofs evary
duy to see If the rebels nre burning Toledo,
‘A blg plantatlon only slx mlles from the
, capital, CHARLES MICHELSON,

SpanisT Troops So Wearied by Use
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While elpping hils téa by the hlssing samo-
var, debating ln his ‘mind whether to risk
the hospitalities of the establlshment over
night, lhe was approached by an aged
mouflk with a request for alms,

“Not for mysgelf do I bescech your ehar-
Ity, barin,'' eald the stpplicant, “but for
my poor old father, who has not tasted
kasha (mush) these two days. Moy the
saints bLless youl™ ;

The sum and substance of this eplaods
was that Lomonossoff, with the frpe In-
stincts of a jotrualist, determined to In-
yestigite the matter for himself. The
hegga:'r had disappeared Tor the wonce, bhut
4 duy's gearch in the nelghborbood resnlt-
ed In his discovery, and o in that of Lig
father. The two were found {n a fog house
on the banks of the Wetluga River, and at
first appeared to resent the Intruslon, but
4 crlsp one-rouble Lill quickly dispelied
the-ieltmdu on their brows, Since najther
could read nor write and had led a heg-
mit's existence for many docudes, the task
of guestionlig them 6% to the events . of
the prst with a ylow fo ascortaining their
respective aged proved no eany one, The
old mman appenared to remember events,
however, that antedated by years the birth
Of the: preseut oentury,

Having satisfied himself that Ivan Kouz-
miu, for be It was, was telling the truth,
and haviiz = obisined some . data
to the aged peasant's probable
lnce, Lomohossolt set to work to discover,

posslble, the entry of his baptisny, Thia
tequlred pu unospal amount of labor and
resedrch, Lot finally the churel where this
teramony took Plrm_a was found, and the
trehives containing the entry were brought
to light, There was the Tull name nnd
the ilute, and, curlous to relate, an nddends
by the oficlatite priest to the effpct that
God had blessed the ehild with the hal
£lgn of the eross bereath the right shoul-
der blpde, and had thus marked h‘im for his
owh.. A subseguent examination of old
Ivan's body rovealed this pecullny mark, g
growth of warty wsubstanoe, slghtly re.
m%ming the Greek eross seen on the eg.

0
g.ux faith. ; i

Ho there ecould be no mlathke ahout It
Tvan Euudomtlmu_xqun}:m wasone hunde
and thivty-seven Feiurs of nge!l The ro ’
ghowed lt.lnn& -llllirsl?uwn words told the story
still mare ¢ ortiy.
tﬁbunh. t.,-,uo,ﬁ,;, Hliteriate and havely able 1o
understand more than the m:}plrm_mntn of
a pensant's dall{ routine, vould, In his Jueld
moments, Teonll the 'Pmplpemu_;q of n con-
tury ago. nnd his  son,. It may
be. | snid, "ﬁ,"’ quiglkly, benefited by
tholr sudden bound into fame, When dis.
covered by the Mbsétow Jonrnnlist tle
were Hiving proctically ke widbeasts, wit
. shlet, hewpen trousers il an old gheeps
skin slionbn for sole covering, not to nen-
tlon the painful lrregularity of thelr meals.

his state of things was promptly ended
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