
An Exploding Acetylene Tank in
New Haven Breeds Fire,

Wreck and Death.

Others of the Building's Occupants
Are Missing and They May

Have Perished.

THE INSURANCE MAY NOT BE PAID.

The Fire Originated in Pf!eghar's Machine
Shop, Where the Owner Was Test¬

ing a New Gas.He Was Seri-
ousiy, but Not Fatally Hurt.

New Haven, Conn., Jan. 21..One of the
worst tires that New Haven has had In
years broke out this morning from a gas
explosion in English & Mersick's block,
Nos. 70, 72 and 74 Crown street, in which
five people are known to hare lost their
lives.
The dearl are:

"

Joseph Hanser.
H. Stevens.
Thoma.i Toof.
John Schmid.
. Unknown.
The bodies have been recovered. Hanser

<ras a machinist, and well-known in musi¬
cal circles as president of the St. Cecilia
Society and organist of St. Boniface
Church. His body was disfigured by the
explosion, as he was workiug on the ace¬
tylene tank at the time with Frank J.
Pfleghar. His body was picked up by his
fellow-workmen soon after the tire broke
out, and was conveyed to an adjacent
building. H. Sterens, a bookkeeper for
Pfleghar & Son, was found charred and
blackened, and was identified by papers
found on the body. Not far from it was
round the body of Thomas To6f, also
burned beyond identification. Three or
four workmen were slightly burned, but
In no way seriously hurt.
The bodies of John Schmidt and an un¬

known were found by the firemen late this
¦evening. They were covered with masses
of machinery and terribly mangled.
The building, a handsome, four-story brick

structure. Is a complete wreck, and the
losses, so far as can be estimated, airere-
gate over $100,000, with insurance of $130,-
000. but as the flames are due to the ex¬
plosion of acetylene, used in the manufac¬
ture of gas, and as no permission had been
given for the use of such dangerous explo¬
sive. there is likely to be a hitch in the
collection of insurance unless the companies
interested waive that point.

IT WAS AN EXPERIMENT.
Pfleghar's machine shop occupied the sec¬

ond floor of the building, and in this shop
regulators to control the flow of pas com¬
pressed in cylinders were being made for a
Brooklyn concern. One of these cylinders
exploded with a terrific report. The whole
front of the building seemed to bulge out
and fragments of heavy plate glass windows
?»,ireu hur!?fl across the street. Frank
I fieghar, the owner of the machine shop,
was burned and cut. He acknowledges that
ie was experimenting with acetylene at the
me. There were fifty men employed in
ae bunding.
The force of the explosion tore down t'tsj
.illng of two floors, and by the time tie
re Department arrived and before water

Ru - on ttea ^re a second explosion<t showeraof flying debris over the fire-
tim

second alarm was sound-
vV nen the first expln^ioa occurred two

i were seen standi at a ylndow on
apparently dazed. The
nem to come down. They

.uau. u ut-ri; they were, however, and
stooped to pick up come papers. The
crowd became frantic, and finally, after a
delay waich nearly cost the men their
lives, they descended the stairway to the
street.
The firemen attacked the flames from

the front, rear, and from the Orange street
side. At first the water did not reach to
tne second story window, but after a de-
lay of ten minutes ten heavy streams of
water, used to good advantage, had its
effect on the flames. The fire was under
control at noon.
The force of the explosion shook up

everybody in the vicinity and many win¬
dow panes Were broken. The flames were
so hot that they kept the crowd at a re¬
spectful distance, and then the police got
together and stretched ropes across the
streets so as to keep the crowd back. Su-
perintendeat Smith and Captain Wrinn
were early on the scene and directed their
men.

OTHERS WERE INJURED.
Alexis Krah, foreman of the factory of

the Pfleghar Company, was burned severe¬

ly about the face and neck. He was taken
to his home at No. 639 State street. John
Higgins, ladderman. of No. 1 company,
was struck in the forehead by a falling
brick, but pluckily remained at" work after
his wound had been dressed. The first and
second floors of the building were occupied
by English & Mersick, carriage hardware
manufacturers. The third floor contained
the shop of F. P. Pfleghar & Son. and the
fourth floor was occupied by Edward J.
Toof & Son, manufacturers of sewing ma¬
chine attachments.
The Mersick building is built up flush

with the building of the New Haven Gas
I'ipht Company. The east wall of the gas
company's building is looked upon as fire¬
proof. but for the first hour of the fire it
seemed as if the latter structure was
doomed. Firemen were stationed on the
roof, and by a determined fight the build¬
ing was saved. The cornices and part of
the roof were somewhat injured.

It is thought all the employes escaped,
though all have not been accounted for!
Most of them made their escape by a back
staircase.

MISS OVERMAN TO BE HEARD.

New Light May Be Thrown on Her Rela¬
tions with Parson Brown.

San Francisco, Cal., Jan. 21,.Investiga¬
tors into the charges against the Rev. Dr.
Charles O. Brown were In session again
to-night, and before the meeting adjourned
another sensation was developed iu the
case. Miss Mattle Overman has demanded
the right to appear before the Board of
Inquiry and give her version of the affair
which has so distressed the people of the
First Presbyterian Church.
Miss Overman has carefully prepared a

voluminous document, and. like Rev Dr
Brown, insists upon the privilege of read¬
ing it to the members of the Joint com¬
mittee. Her request was discussed at some
length, and the opinion prevailed that it
should be granted. The statement of the
young woman is very long, reviewing all
the Incidents which have become public
property since the arrest of Mrs. David¬
son. Particular attention Is paid to the
letters which Miss Overman wrote to her
friend. Mr*. Tunnell. These letters will
constitute one of the most Important feat¬
ures of the Inquiry. The committee is par¬
ticularly anxious to know whether or not
they are genuine. When they are con¬
vinced of. that fact by inspection, they
will then Institute a very- rigid cross-
examination.

Once a Mayor, Nott in Dellevne.
.Tames M. Walker, once a rich Southerner >0(j

Mayor o< Danville. Va., is la Bellerue Hos¬
pital. under treatment for chronic jo'Jt, ^and en¬

tered on the books as '.hoirveJk~<iij.'' He walked
into the Hudson Street Hospital yesterday, and
¦....is f.nmd to be unable to care for himself.
Snrspon L Abbe ordered the transfer later in

day. The old man says his wito, Maggie
H. Walter, lives at No. 817 East Marshall
»fre»t, Richmond, Va. He declined to talk for
publication last night.

A Determined Le^Ulutor.
Aesenbl.vman Charles S. Adler. who fell while

*0ins down Capitol Hill, in Albany, Wednesday,
and was brought to his home in this city suf¬
fering from a fractured shoulder and a "broken
risriit arm, left for Albany yesterday with the
lajured member in plaster paris. "He is the
father of one of the many excise bills now be¬
fore tl*© Legislature. and be snid he was coin-
to on hand for the excise hearing if he had
to oe carried to Albany in section*

TAILORS TO BRING SUIT.
Will Try to Have Twelve Contractors' Bonds

Forfeited.The Sad Case of
Mrs. Erenstoft.

The lockout of the East Side tailors is
developing new features lately. It is be¬
lieved that the least Influential of the con¬

tractors are in a tight place between the
pressure of the union oa the one side and
the Contractors' Association on the other.
One of the contractors who put up the

new rules is Johl Erenstoft, whose shop
is in the factory building at No. 87 Nor¬
folk street, aad who lives on the third
floor of No. 155 Delancey street. As soon as

he posted the new rules his tailors quit
work.
On Sunday morning his wife was found

unconscious in a little alleyway about
two and a half feet wide between No.
155 Delancey street and an adjoining house.
She was taken first to the Gouverneur Hos¬

pital, and then to the Hebrew Hospital on

East Broadway. Here it was found that her
spine was fractured, causing partial pa¬
ralysis, and that she had sustained several
other injuries.
According to the version of the affair told

at Walhalla Hall, Mr. Erenstoft was in
favor of settling with the union and his
wife was against it. Failing to change her
husband's opinion, the story goes, she
opened the window and either stepped ou^
or threw herself out.
At the house the neighbors say simply

that she was found lying on the flags below
the window, and it was believed that she
had fallen out. Her husband yesterday at
first denied that she had received any in¬
jury. He denied that he had any dispute
with her about the union, and said he still
kept up the card.
Dr. Freedman, the house surgeon at the

Hebrew Hospital, said that the woman, in
her half-conscious moments, said at one
time that she must have stepped out of the
window without knowing it. At another
time she said she believed she had fallen
out.
A vest-making contractor, who has a shop

on the same floor as Erenstoft, said yester¬
day that Erenstoft had worried a good deal
for the past week or two over his trouble
with the tailors. The card was still up and
the men were still out.
Instructions were given yesterday to a

lawyer by the officers of the United Gar¬
ment Workers to begin test suits against
twelve of the largest contractors for the
forfeiture of their bonds. The suits will be
brought in the name of Solomon Davis, the
treasurer of the Brotherhood of Tailors.
The Knights of Labor clothing organiza¬

tions have been in correspondence with
Meyer Schoenfeld. of the Brotherhood of
Tailors, for some time with regard to leav¬
ing the Knights and joining the United
Garment Workers. On Sunday night eight
local organizations of these tailors will
have a secret meeting and vote as to
whether or not they will join the United
Garment Workers.
The following sums were received yes¬

terday in aid of the locked-out tailors:
United Garment Makers (special appropria¬
tion), SI.000; Cigarmakers' Union No. 132,
Brooklyn. $100; Lithographers' Union,
Plumbers' Union and Bricklayers' Union,
$50 each; University settlement. $70; gen¬
eral office United Garment Workers, $200;
assessment, of members at work, $313;
smaller sums. $50. Tptr', $1,883.
The lockout has been on for six weeks.

Some of the tailors absolutely depend upon
the relief fund for themselves and their
families, the amounts paid to them being
from $2 to $5 f. week.

M'NUl.TY DID NOT APPEAR.

Ash Cart Drivers by Mistake Looked for
Him Down Town.

The office of Lawyer Walsh, In the
Downing building, on Fulton street, was

again besieged by ash-cart drivers and
hostlers connected with the Street Clean¬
ing Department yesterday. An idea had
got abroad that Patrick J. McNulty, the
walking delegate of the Hostlers' and
Drivers' Protective Association, was to
pav another batch of claims for back pay.
McNulty did not appear, and many of

the drivers expressed themselves in forci¬
ble. but not polite, English. The whole
affair was believed to have arisen from a
mistake, as McNulty is paying the back
claims at places nearest where tho men
are employed.
COACH DRIVERS IN FORM.

"Liberty Dawn" Elects Officers and Puts
in a Telephone.

The Liberty Dawn Association of Coach
Drivers has decided to keep abreast of
the times, and yesterday put in a telephone
in Its headquarters, Twenty-seventh street
and Third avenue. This is the first 'phone
to be put up in any labor headquarters,
and it Is to be used for the convenience of
livery stable keepers who want to hire
union men.
At a meeting of the organization, which

began on Monday night, and ended ear'.y
yesterday morning, the following officers
of the union were elected for the ensuing
year: Thomas Fleury, master workman;
Frank Burke, worthy foreman; George
Balmer, financial secretary; .Tohn F. Maher,
recording and corresponding secretary t
Robert Winston and J. F. Maher, business
agents.
The mee^ng3 of coach drivers have usu¬

ally begun at midnight and ended about 3
a. m. They have now decided that they
will begin their meetings at 9 p. m., and
any business left unfinished at midnight
will be held over untl the next evening.
Horse Clipper* to Meet Kriday.
The Horse Clippers' Union, with a mem¬

bership of 300, which was formed last
week, is to have a meeting on Friday even¬
ing in Bricklayers' Hall and will he ad¬
dressed by officess of District Assembly 49,
K. of L. The organization of the newly
formed union will then be perfected. It Is
proposed to fix a uniformed scale of prices
for clipping.
Acensed of Stealing ''Labor" Funds.
Thomas Keating, an ex-walking dele¬

gate of Electrical Workers' Union No. 3,
was held In $500 in the Centre Street Police
Court yesterday on the charge of appro¬
priating $540 in dues and initiation fees
collected for the union. Keating said he was
Innocent and that the unlnius of the
charge was due to the fact that he and
about 150 members of the union had with¬
drawn aud formed Local No. 5 of the
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers.

DEATH OF JACOB DOELGER.

He Succeeded to the Brewing Interest
Established by His Father.

Jacob Doelger, a brewer, died at his
residence, No. 130 East Fifty-fourth street,
at 7:25 a. m. yesterday. His father estab¬
lished a brewery in New York nearly fifty
years ago, and when the elder Doelger died
his sons, Jacob and Anthony, succeeded
him. Anthony retired last fall, leaving
Jacob the sole proprietor.
Jacob Doelger was born fifty-five years

ago In this city, was educated In the
public schools, and learned brewing In Phil¬
adelphia and Washington. In 1890 he mar¬
ried Miss Louisa Woerner, who survives
him. There are two children, Joseph and
Louisa.
The funeral services will be held In St.

Patrick's Cathedral on Friday morning, and
the interment will be in Calvary Cemetery
in the Doelger family plot.

TALKING IN GORDON'S DEFENSE

Mr. Curtis Averred That Insurance Men
Conspired Against His Client.

Ex-Judge Curilo, counsel for Louis Gor¬
don, on trial in Part IV. of the General
Sessions for arson in the third degree,
began his summing up yesterday. He told
the jurors that his client was the victim
of a conspiracy, concocted by the fire In¬
surance companies and the District-At¬
torney's office. He characterized the testi¬
mony of the witnesses for the prosecution
as a parcel of lies, and made a point of the
defendant's previous good character.
Judge Curtis spoke for six hours yester¬

day, and will probably consume that much
time to-day.

HOW im VOLTS PEEL,
Supt. Hines Was Shot Through

by a Powerful Elec¬
tric Current.

Seemed as Though Every Nerve Was
in Fiarne, Which Swept from

Right to Left.

HE WAS TURNING ON A SWITCH.

Did Not Lose Consciousness at First, but
Telephoned for an Ambulance, Then

Darkness Came.When He Awoke
He Had Convulsions.

Charles H. Hines, the superintendent of
tlie Flatbush Electrical Works, Is thirty-
one years old. He has been Informed by an

astrologer who cast his horoscope that if
lie survived for three months from the
date of the prediction he would become
very prosperous and attain the age of
seventy-eight. The three months expired
la3t Monday amid such frightful circum¬
stances as to leave no doubt in the mind
of Mr- Hines that his escape from death
on that day was little short of miraculous,
and might be regarded to portend the
verification of the astrologer's prophecy.
Mr. Hines accidentally came into contact
with the two poles of the alternating cir¬
cuit in the incandescent light department
of the factory, and received a shock of
2,000 volts.
"I really do not know how It happened,"

"ns said yesterday, "but while I was throw¬
ing the switch on the temporary switch¬
board to tha primary circuit I became con¬

scious of a frightful burning sensation.
It seemed to me as if I were being con¬

sumed by a flame, which swept through me

from right to left. Then there was a

momentary blank. My thoughts were jum¬
bled together. The one predominant
thought which seemed to envelope all the
other? was flre.
"The next thing I knew was when I was

standing at the telephone in the office
and shouting to 'Central* to send to Police
Headquarters for an ambulance.
"Then I became abnormally calm. It

seemed only a moment afterward that Dr.
George Dowlinc came in and began to
look me over. I5y that time I, of course,
realized that I had received an electrical
shock of sufficient voltage to have killed
a dozen men. The very thought of it
sickened me. Suddenly things began to
grow dim and vague around me. One
object after the other faded away until
I was in total darkness.
"When I again opened my eyes I was

at my home. An ambulance had taken
me there. I was told that I had had a
convulsion. I felt the fit coming on again,
and requested to be taken back to the
office in order to spare my wife and chil¬
dren such a frightful spectacle. The ambu¬
lance accordingly conveyed me to the
office, and although the distance is only
four blocks, the doctor found it nccessary
to give me two hypodermic injections on
the way in order to calm me.
"At the office I went into convulsion

after convulsion, the interims being filled
with such a nauseating sensation as made
each awakening many more times disagree¬
able than death. Thanks to the doctor's un¬

flagging efforts for three hours, my
equilibrium was at last entirely restored
and I felt strong enough to go home and
go to bed. I awoke refreshed in the morn¬
ing. The right arm, through which the
current had passed into my body, was
stiff and sore: but with this exception I
felt quite well and strong. I was able
to attend to my duties, and paid several
business calls in New York without ex¬

periencing very much inconvenience.
"I am still a trifle nervous, and the pain

in the arm has not altogether subsided,
either. Still, I do not think that my ex¬

perience will entail any permanent injury
either to my mind or body."

Mr. Hines Is modest, and spoke with
great reluctance about himself. But his>

FROM CASE TO PULPIT.

Henry Hammond's Great Piety, However,
Does Not Save Him from the

Charge of Polygamy.
Nashua, N. H., Jan. 21..From tramp

printer to Methodist pastor with a confiding
flock is a long jump to most people and it
has remained for Henry Hammond to show
how easy it could be accomplished.
He chose New Hampshire for his stamp¬

ing ground several years ago and located in
the little town of Bath, near Lake Winnlp-
Isiogee. He was glib of tongue and although
without funds or even decent clothes, man¬

aged to get into the good graces of Elder G.
W. Norrls, who looks after the Methodist
interests in that conference. He Inspired
the elder with so much confidence that he
selected him for the vacant pulpit in the
Bath church. At that time Hammond
claimed to be a converted Unitarian and he
was warmly received by the church people.
His revenues from this church failed to sat¬
isfy his desires and he resigned to take a
"case" in a printing office in Haverhill.
Here he remained two years, supplying tem¬
porary pulpit vacancies in various parts of
the conference, under direction of Rev. S. C.
Keeler.
The nest year he preached in the pulpit

of the Swift Water Church, and here, as in
Bath, he was a great favorite, especially
with the women of the flock. South Tam-
wol'th was where he was next sent, and
there he remained until a few days ago,
when he disappeared, leaving his wife to ex¬

plain that lie had gone West. The fact that
he had been waiting on a local unmarried
woman gave rise to considerable gossip, and
his departure brought matters to a climax.
Investigations were begun, and the result
justified the prediction of some of the gos¬
sips, who said there was something wrong.
Up to date four women have been discov¬
ered who call the Rev. Henry husband.
A sworn statement from a county clerk

in the State of Ohio located wife No. 1.
She has since learned of bis evil ways and
about a year ago procured a divorce and
married a Mr. Boyden. She now lives in
Reading, Mich.
At the time of his first marriage Ham¬

mond was known as Harry Freeman. Wife
No. 2 was Miss Offa Turner, of Blooming-
ton. N. Y., and Mrs. Hammond third was
a Wisconsin woman. His fourth wife he
left at South Tamworth when he left that
town a few weeks ago. Since leaving New
Hampshire Hammond has written letters
to newspapers from several Massachu¬
setts cities denying all charges made
against him by the Methodist elders. He
says he will return'and confront his ac¬
cusers, and Rev. S. C. Keeler hopes ho
will. Mr. Keeler says: "Hammond will
be speedily brought to justice. I have
in my possession documents which con¬
clusively prove him guilty."

CONGRESS MOVES SLOWLY
Neither the Senate Nor the House Trans¬

acts Any Business of Vital
Importance.

Washington, Jan. 21..Neither the finan¬
cial question nor the Monroe doctrine en¬

gaged any part of the time of the Senate
to-day. When, at the close of the morning
hour, the House bond bill with the free
coinage substitute came up as the unfin¬
ished business, Mr. Teller, who had the
floor, readily yielded to a suggestion to
postpone his speech until to-morrow, and
Mr. Jones consented to have the bill go over
for the day. The Cuban question, how¬
ever, came in for a measure of attention
indirectly in connection with two resolu¬
tions offered by Mr. Call, which is treated
of at length elsewhere.
Most of the day's session was spent in

disposing of bills on the calendar that were
unobjected to. The Senate at 3:55 ad¬
journed until to-morrow.
The House to-day passed its third appro¬

priation bill.that making urgent deficien¬
cies for current and past fiscal years, re¬
ported yesterday. The total amount car¬
ried by the bill as prepared by the Com¬
mittee on Appropriations was $4,415,923,
and as passed by the House, $4,420,403.
Earlier in the day a joint resolution pro¬

viding for an Increase of twenty in the
number of reports and documents furnished
the State Department, gave rise to a dis¬
cussion of the Printing bill, passed at the
last session of Congress.. It was criticised
by Mr. Cannon and defended by Mr. Rich¬
ardson.
Resolutions were agreed to, calling uponthe Secretary of the Treasury to inform

the House whether or not in his opinion the
provisions of law for the safety of the

If
Superintendent Charles H. Hines.

While manipulating the switchboard at the Flatbush Electrical Works a current
2,000 volts In power passed through his body. He did not then lose consciousness,but felt as though every nerve in his body was in flames. He staggered to the tele¬
phone, called an ambulance, became insensible, awoke in convulsions, and recovered
in a few hours. lyilnlMr(Drawn from a photograph.)

wife and Mrs. Ella P. Hines, his mother,
are exceedingly proud of him, and never
tire talkiug about him.
"My son has had many narrow escapes,"

said Mrs. Hines, Sr., "and some of them
were not less marvellous, perhaps, than
the shock of yesterday. While putting up
an electrical plant two years ago in Tam-
pico, Mexico, he received a shock which
threw him across the room right into the
flywheel of a dynamo. An injui'y to the
kiiee was the only damage he sustained.
"He came near being shot as a rebel five

years ago in San Salvador, during an up¬
rising there. His roommate was put to
death, but Charles escaped and fled on
foot across the Isthmus. He finally got to
Guatemala and was taken aboard an Amer¬
ican ship.
"He was often shipwrecked, and once ho

slipped from the roof of our house, on
Washington square, in New York, and
saved himself by seising the coping with
his left hand. The house was four stories
high. He had been shovelling the snow
from the roof."

public in ocean travel were sufficient, andIf so whether or not they were being en¬forced. and for a statement of the reasonsfor the delay in the construction of theSan Francisco Post Office Building.
AMERICAN ART FOR SPAIN.

Artist Chase Starts To-day with a Skilful
Company.

The Chase party of art students sails
for Europe to-day on the Kaiser Wilhelm,
leaving the Bremen pier, Hoboken, at 10
a. m. The party Includes W. M. Chase,
his wife, two daughtars and maid; Mrs.
Sarah F. Wadsworth and her son, Misses
Lilian M. Haynes, V. V. Brown, Annie
Colcock and Adelaide Gilchrist and Mr. C.
L. Washburn.

It is the intention of Mr. Chase to
+ake his party to Madrid, where the ex¬
periment of conducting a school of Ameri¬
can art will be tried for at least a jear.

IDE MINES BILL
STRONGLY OPPOSED.

Excise Question Thoroughly
Aired Before the Senate and

Assembly Committees.

Senator Higgins Indicates His Posi¬
tion and Argues Points with

the Two Speakers.
FURTHER HEARINGS WILL BE HELD.

Representatives of the Retail Grocers' As¬
sociation and New York Excise Board

Urge Changes in the Proposed
Liquor Law.

Albany, N. Y., Jan. 21..The excise ques¬
tion was discussed In several of its phases
and with particular reference to the pend¬
ing Raines bill, before the Senate Commit¬
tee on Taxation and Retrenchment and the
Assembly Excise Committee In the Senate
chamber this afternoon. Senator Higgins
presided and Assemblyman Allds sat at the
Senator s left hand. The room was crowd¬
ed with legislators, representatives of
liquor dealers and temperance advocates,
there were but two speakers, Mr. H.
Ross, who appeared for the Retail Grocers'
Association of New York, and Julius M.
Mayer, counsel to the New York Excise
Board.

1 lie joint committee's prospective action
was, in the opinion of many, indicated by
the attitude of the chairman. He evi¬
dently does not believe that the commit¬
tees are conducting these public hearings
for the purpose of ascertaining public sen¬
timent. Mr. Higgins took especial pains
to dispute with the two speakers, and en¬
deavored to show what he regarded as
weak points hi their arguments. Senator
Raines, who figure* as the author of the
measure, was also present la the apparent
capacity of the committee's "coach." and

?im,teVeKa oc?asl?nrt he propounded ques-

speakeS y lntcnded t0 "Pose" the

Senfletn^eaH-Dg^egan 8hort|r aftBr 3 o'clock,

th"Vrr' tii°SL^a the. speaker. He said
v

giocers of Now York occui)l£d <i

question P°Thi°a in reference to the excise
^"'5 The grocers, he said, sold liquor
tn 1MB

choice, but necessity. Prior

a vear "qU,0/ liccnse *75
f}.%> t9 . t* ? it was reduced bv

p^unWx'JJKiiUbSSeK^Srs^staS0 10C aH

IT WOULD INCREASE THE EVIL.
Mr. Ross said he was confident that the

so-called "liquor evil" was not inflamed by
the grocers who sell liquors, for the reason
that families desiring liquor, wines and

wnv ^?"1ldH,lprocure theso beverages any¬
way, and the grocers merely serve as a^ do not push the sale of

^^e speaker said a high
license would result In grocers inakimr of

of liquors. 1,7mher
anv evil th«\a i!eS bilIJ iInslcad of abating

that 1,9uor drinking may cause
would increase the evil, as, in justice to

the grocers would be forced to
u ..

Soods, to meet the higher fee
provided for in the Raines bill So Mr
Ross, on behalf of the Retail Grocers' Union
the $500 f^ M?SkHd. f0r a m°dNation of

w Mr- Raines proposes.
I he clause compelling grocers to sell

piiufn i
a ,sPeclal department of their

?m0Di x?ot accessible from the
flot was, in Mr. Ross's opinion, a bad
feature. It would merely increase the

saloons In New York City He
reverted to the reluctance with which ero-
cers started to sell liquor, and said th-it

fl'?t;clas? stores In which it was not

The
°,0Sft up or put in a stock

to he Sim fn°f/! Want their license fee
^

and the clause compelling the
establishment of a separate liquor store in
the grocery store stricken out. He did

side h°J Tr,tS °fJhc saloon keepers'
taught the irocer8W " experlence ha*

iJ».der suggestions the saloon
keepers would £et much the worst of it "

said Senator Higgins. "The grocers who
are not dependent on the liquor trade
*antt a license fee of $100, and are satis*
?i i j

the saloon keepers who are en¬
tirely dependent on it pay $500."
said Mr rSs.* *h&t th® grocers .nt,"

% °'ce from a knot of temperance ad¬
vocates said: "How many grocers in Nevv
\ork pay a license? I understand that

cc-iYs'i's*1" GrS °f ^le grocers never buy 11-

sald that between six and seven
hundred New lork grocers have licenses.

JULIUS MAYER'S OBJECTIONS.
Julius M. Mayer, counsel to the Excise

Board, took the floor. He said his views
were not prejudiced because the effect
of the Raines bill would be to wipe out
his office. He presumed that the two ob¬
jects of the excise legislation are, first
to regulate liquor traffic for the best inter'
t?! petople ,n general, and second,
to take the saloon out of politics. The first
feature of the Raines bill he objected to
was the one taking half the excise revenue
from the cities and giving it to the State.
niAl\Stat>e supports the insane peo-
P. have been ""ade so largely through
the liquor traffic-why should it not take
some of the revenue derived from the
liquor traffic?" asked Senator Higo-hig
Innrtit temperance advocates applauded
loudly at this and were sharply reproved by
the chairman, who declared order should
be maintained.
"But is one-half the correct proportion?"

fh v ,ayer- "iou must remember
that. New \ork now.exclusive of its excise

Sta'te^tax*"8 ** large Pr°P°rtlon of the total

"Taxes levied on wealth, not poverty "

gravely *ald Senator Higgins, who is

ban\?r the w-ealthiest legislator in Ai.

Mr. Mayer did not care to discuss politi¬
cal economy and said that his second and
gieat objection to the Raines bill is be¬
cause there Is no safeguard thrown about
i.' character of saloons. He said that
-<o

Tear the New York Excise Board gave
hearings on complaints to revoke li¬

cense or reject applications for licenses
As a result 281 applications were rejected
and 52 licenses were revoked. As a rule
the complaints came from the so-called
poor neighborhoods. Mr. Mayer explained
the New lork system of filing complaints
J. * protest book," the semi-Judicial in¬
quiry that follows and the action of the
Board in revoking a license if the char¬
acter of the place tends to depreciate
property and to scandalize and annoy the
neighborhood. The Raines bill had no
system of this kind, and for that reason
was fatally defective.
"What is there to prevent a place with

a bad character from being treated as n

public nuisance, as under the law It
may?" asked Senator Raines.

ANOTHER QUESTION ENTIRELY.
"That's locking the door after the horse

Is gone," retorted Mr. Mayer. "Under
the present system places that have had a
bad character cannot secure licenses But
aside from that, the nuisance law involves
n legal proceeding. It is difficult and
takes much time to get the absolute legal
proof of a saloon's character. During the
last year the licenses of fifty-two places
were revoked, yet under the Raines bill
each of these places could be reopened bv
a respectable figurehead, and the offences
could continue."
"Persons getting a llqour tax certificate

under the Raines bill must bive a $1 000
bond." said Senator Raines in triumph
"That answers your argument."
"That amounts to very little," said Mr

Mayer. "Under your bill a saloonist vio¬
lates the law and two things happen.his
bond is forfeited and his license is subiect
to an action -by the District-Attornev. The
mail gets out on bail and his liquor tax
certificate runs for a year onlv. I mlcht
have brought up a list of the untried bail

cases In New York County. Under the
Raines bill the man is arrested, he gives
bail, and after a while the case comes to
trial, but he goes on doing business, be¬
cause the Raines bill says his license can t
be revoked until he is convicted. In prac¬
tice. District-Attorneys ould find it phy¬sically impossible to try but a small pro¬
portion of the cases. The Raines bill says
the District-Attorneys, if they wilfully
neglect to prosecute, may be removed by
the Governor. 'Wilfully' is an elastic ex¬
pression in legal circles at best, and who
would attempt to charge a District-At¬
torney with wilful neglect if homicide and
burglary cases of moment claimed his^ at¬
tention, particularly when in -New York
excise violations are regarded as among the
minor offences. And should this violator, I
have cited, be convicted under the Raines
bill some one else could take out a license
and go on with the business at the same
disreputable stand."
"You say the Excise Board revoked fifty-two licenses last year," said Senator

Raines. "Do you mean to say the District-
Attorney could not do equally well?"
"I do," said Mr. Mayer."You forget that 2S1 applications were

rejected that under the Raines bill wouldhave been granted, and the District-Attor¬
ney's work would have been increased tothat extent."

PUTS SALOONS IN POLITICS.Mr. Mayer said that whether the exciseboards are wiped out or not, some clauseshould be inserted in the excise bill vest¬ing discretionary power in some one, and
not permit a law violator to continue busi¬
ness until he is tried. He said that thelicense fee, of $S00 would close up manydecent places in the humble uartera, but
was sure many persons who <vould run dis¬
reputable places could be found to reopenthem. He advocated the Massachusettsliquor law as fair and calculated to takethe saloon out of politics. It provides forsaloons, the number to be limited by thepopulation. Mr. Mayer thought the feeshould be more than at present and lessthan $800.
"I had almost forgot ® 1 the political as¬

pect,' said Mr. Mayer. "The Raines billgets the saloons so completely Into politicsthat they'd never get out. It centralizesthe power here in Albany. The proposedfifteen State inspectors would be most ob¬jectionable. What is to prevent the fifteeninspectors from levying blackmail on sa¬loons or from using their positions for par¬tisan purposes?"
"Isn't politics largely the object of thebill?" asked Senator Foley confidentially."Oh, I don't think so," said Mr. Mayer,amid a general laugh.Mr. Foley pointed out that nnder the

present law as administered by the NewYork Excise Board the saloons are de¬creasing In number. This Is due to therule that no license for a new placc is
granted unless two old licenses are sur¬rendered and two old saloons are closed
up. The old licenses, Mr. Foley said, are
worth $.H.r>0 apiece, and the new license
costs $250, making a new license reallycost $950.
Mr. Mayer said this was so. and In an¬

swer to queries said that the revenue
from excise in New York City last year
was $1,790,000 and the licenses extant
9,118.
Senator Raines, who has lately mani¬

fested much hostility to brewers, wanted
to know if the brewers did not really own
or control most of the licenses in New
York City, and if, that being so, the
brewers did not wield an unusual in¬
fluence.
"Oh, you can't get up a corner in li¬censes,"* said Senator Foley. "One man

can have only one license. Isn't that so,
Mr. Mayer?"
Mr. Maver replied that It was so, and

Senator Raines said that if the brewers
did not actually own they controlled the
licenses.
The hearing then adjourned, after Rob¬

ert Graham, of the Church Temperance
Societv. and James H. Bronson, of the
New York Temperance Society, requested
permission to submit arguments In the
cause of temperance at some future ses¬
sion. The State Liquor Dealers' Associa¬
tion will be heard on Thursday.
Senator Cantor Is hopeful of beating the

Raines bill. He sounded all the Senators-
Republicans and Democrats.from the
larger cities to-day, and found them all op¬
posed to the bill. These city Senators
number twenty-nine in all, and as the
Senate has but fifty members the city Sen¬
ators, if they stood together, could defeat
the measure.

BEQUEST FOR A STEPMOTHER.

Wifliam Bliss Remembered All His
Family in His Will.

Ernest C. Bliss, executor, filed In the
Surrogate's Oflice yesterday, a petition for
the probate of the will of William Bliss,
who died on December 29, at his residence,
No. 149 West Fifty-seventh street, leav¬
ing an estate consisting solely of personal
property and worth, according to the pe¬
tition, "not less than $100,000."
Mr. Bliss was a bachelor and all of his

property goes to his brothers and half-
sister, excepting a small legacy to his step¬
mother. John Dallett Bliss and Robeit
Tarker Bliss, the brothers, live in Glendale,
California. They will divide the house¬
hold effects of the decedent between them¬
selves, and each of them is to get half of
the residuary estate. Anita Bliss, the
half-sister, who is fourteen years of age,
and Anna D. Bliss, the step-mother, both
living in Short Hills, N. J. will receive
$10,000 apiece.

, ,The will of Henry L. Butler, who died
on December 2 at St. George, S. I., filed
for probate yesterday, disposes of $48,o00
of real estate and $5,000 of personal prop-
ertv Everything is left to Mary S. But-
ler, the widow, for life. At her death, or
remarriage the property is to be distribut¬
ed among their children and grandsons.
Bernard Reilly's will offered for probate,

leaves $12,000 of realty and $50,000 of per¬
sonalty to his widow, Mary Iteilly, for
life When she dies, or if she takes an¬
other husband, the property is to be divided
equally among the five children of the de¬
ceased.

NOSTRONG CONGRATULATIONS

The Mayor Denies that He Complimented
Roosevelt.

Mayor Strong denied yesterday afternoon
that he had met Police Commissioner
Roosevelt at the Union League Club on

Monday night aud congratulated him upon
the speech before the Methodist ministers.
"I met Mr. Roosevelt at the Union League

Club ou Sunday and not on Monday night,"
said the Mayor, "and as that was tne even-
inc before he made his speech I couliln t
congratulate him then, could I? I saw Mr.
Roosevelt on Monday night at the Repub¬
lican Club, but we had 110 conversation on
his speech or anything concerning his de¬
partment. I told Mr. Roosevelt on Sunday
night that I did not think there would be
any legislation at Albany interfering with
the police or any other department in this
city
"I shall go up to Albany once or twice

this Winter, although I did not go last
vear and if there is any proposed legisla¬
tion'which I regard as prejudicial to the in¬
terests of the city or contrary to public
sentiment, I shall say so plainly."

HOME LIFE'S GOOD BUSINESS.

Annual Statement of the Insurance Com¬
pany for Last Year.

The tlilrty-sixth annual statement of the
Home Life Insurance Company, of No. 256
Broadway, lias Just been made. It is dated
December 31, 1895. The total admitted assets
are stated as $8,981,874.33, and the total 11a-
bllitles, including the value of all dividend en¬

dowment abcumulatlons and outstanding policy
obligations according to the certificate of the
New Yotk Insurance Department at 4 per .-eat.,
are $7,947,065.08, leaving a net surplus of

*\nwuraii^c 'in force is increased 9>4 per cent,
reserve vaiue of policies is increased 7 6-10 per
cent, assets 4 8-10 per cent, and total incomes
51., per cent.
A comparison of the last five years of out¬

standing insurance shows these tisures:1^2 161.7T6; 1802. $38,008,378: 1803. $30,220,-
32"l'. 1804, $38,807,735, and 1895, $42,483,802.
The amount of insurance

was $12,304,313, as compared with $10,287,850
for the year before. ***
Deadlock in Frankfort Unbroken.

Frankfort, Ky. Jan. 21,-The first separate
Senatorial hallot was taken to-day at noon. In
tho House Mr. Burnett (Rep.) nominated Dr.
Huntpr Mr (JosHoin nomiuat*! Mr. Blackburn.
The roll-call showed 99 Representatives. The
vote Btood: Hunter. 51; Blackburn. 41; Beat-
tfTlliti 7

In tiie Senate all were present except Ojjilvle
(Dem.). The vote stood: Hunter, 15; Black¬
burn. IS; scattering, i.

Kate Miller Tells How She Res¬
cued Charlie Jewett and

Forgot to Faint.

She Saw Him Fall in Front of a Rail¬
road Train and Dragged

Him to Safety.
WILLING TO SACRIFICE HER LIFE.-

When the Boy Expressed His Gratitude;
with Sobs She Walked on for Fear

That She Would Give Way
to Her Feelings.

New Brunswick, N. J., (Jan. 21..The su<f.
den fame which has come to Miss Kate
Miller, the pretty eighteen-year-old daugh.
ter of Joseph Miller, a wealthy brick man.
ufacturer of South River, because she
bravely rescued little Charlie Jewett from
certain death on the railroad yesterday
afternoon, has made no change in the young
woman. A reporter found Miss Miller busy
about the comfortable, country home of
the Millers just outside the village ol
South River.
"I cannot understand why people should

take such an interest in me," she said,
when she was asked to repeat the story
of how she rescued Charlie Jewett. "Yoo
see I was at the George Street Depot wait¬
ing for a trolley car to take me to my j

Miss Kate Miller.
The New Jersey girl who has made herself fa-*

mous by rescuing a little boy almost from undetf:
the wheels of a train.

(Drawn from a photograph.)
home. I noticed thtie little fellow come
toward me as if to cross the track, and
I noticed at the same time that a train
was rapidly approaching the station. The
boy was about twenty yards away from mo
when he started to run across the tracks.
He saw that he must hurry to get across
In time, and I realized that his chance
of making the distance was frightfully
small. I determined at once to bead him
off. I had barely reached the track on,
which the train was approaching when he
stumbled over the high rail and fell, hla1
head striking the other rail. He was then
about twenty feet in front of me and
the locomotive was near.

"I tried to call to him to get up, but mf
voice failed me. He lay motionless on the
track, paralyzed with fear, for I could not
see that he had been badly hurt. The en.

gineer was blowing his whistle with a din'
that I shall never forget. I ran forward,
the big locomotive coming toward me
with a rush that makes my flesh creep
now as I think of it. The little fellow lay
just as quiet as if he were resigned to
die. I felt that if I only could save his
life I would be willing to be crushed under
the wheels myself. The next sensation I
experienced was of joy. I leaned forward,
seized the boy by the coat collar, then
lifted him bodily in the air and swung him
out of the path of the engine just as it
whizzed by. It did not occur to me to:
faint until several minutes afterward, when
the horror of the situation came upon me.

"The boy was so badly scared that t.
was even afraid to ask him who he was,,
but when an old gentleman took him up
in his arms to reassure the little fellow,
his eyes filled with tears as he whispered:,
'Oh, miss. I love you.' Then he cried aa

if his heart would break, and I went 0a1

lest I should break down."

A Gold Watch Free.
Strange things happen!
Exceptional opportunities occur V
Take advantage of this one; it is

the greatest that ever occurred ifll
the retail clothing trade.
We give to every buyer of a win«<

ter suit, overcoat or ulster a hand",
some gold-plated Swiss movement*
stem-winding and setting opens
face or hunting case watch free.]
Substantial reductions in price ofi
many lines throughout our entire)
stock make our offer unprece^
dented.
Clothing and Watch guaranteed^
New Prices.Suits, $12, $15, $18, $20, $22, $25,
New Prices.Overcoats, $15, $16, $18, $20, $22«

$25, $30, $35.
New Prices.Ulsters, $15, $18, $20, $25, $"0,

$35.
Special bargains in our Furnishing, Hat, Sho#

and Bicycle departments.

f^aytitOitd^GL42/ JvlEKS aiiTFITTEF^BC| NASSAU. AND FULTONlSTS.


