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If the Sunday Journal’s Suggestion Is Carried Out New Yorkers Will Go Up and Down Town to Business on The1r Wheels
and the Rapid Transit Problem Is Solved for Most of Us.

A GRAND BICYCLE BOUSEVARD OVER OUR ECEUAGED ROADS.
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days last week In company with a nine- [drops of a sweetish liquld, In which the | whiskey withont fecling It perceptibly. The eyciists declare the vilue of such a
year-old lad Investigating the sale of |flavor of aleohol |8 plaloly apparent. Amylle aleohol ls a4 thin, colorless, olly GHEAT SEHEME strogture to the thousands of New Yorkers

"BRANDY DROPS" MAKE
CHILD DRUNKARDS,

Poisonous Chocolate Can-
dies Sold in the Public
Schools,

Tempting Sweets Filled with the
Rankest and Cheapest
Fusel Oil,

The Sunday Journal Points Qut Many
Stores Where They Are
on Sale:

THE HEALTH BOARD WILL ACT.
Sheocking Traffic to Catch the Youngsters'
Perinies Openly Carried On in
Violation of the
Excise Laws.

A T57

Now that the Hxclee law ¢ attvacfing so
much nttention from reforiners, and offorts
== heing muade to make It more difficult
for a mwau to slike his thirst, It is an as-
tonishing fuet that chlldren can buy the
worst kind of llquor at many small notlon
aud eandy stores,

This Nguor, which 18 of (e most villaln-
pus and Ihelillous kind, s disguised, to an
extent, under the name of “hrandy drops.”
If they contilned fresh beandy the evil
would be nlmost Infinitessimal in compari-
gon to what It really is.

These tempiing chocolate drops, manu-
Factured especially for children, contain a

mokt abominable lguld compound. the
basls of which Is amylic alcoliol, or what
ls generally known nrs fusel oll.  The

places where these “brandy drops” are
sold are found in all parts of the eity,
but they are usvally located in elose pmx-
lmity to the big public schools.

While confectioners generally sell brandy
Irops, they sell s u rule only to adulls,
refuslng the penules of the juvenile ap-
pllcants. At the smuller candy stores,
places at which candy only is seld, brandy
dreps cannot be purchnged,

The largest retail business 18 done in the
snall stores In side streets, where news-
papers, clgars, toys and eandy wre gold.
At these stores It is difficult for a mnm
to purchase brandy drops as it is for a
b?! to do 8o at the lending confectioners.

_ L ON SALE NEAR SOHOOLS.
A Sunday .lonmn.l nnqnut spent twa

being o

bhrandy drops to minors. The boy at-
temptod to buy them st over one lhundred
storeg. At many stores he was refused,
but at athers he found that he could buy
all he ecared for at the rate of two for a
cent and three for.a cent.

The Board of Hoealth co-operated with
the Sunday Journal and had the samples
secured by the reporter and his jovenile
assistant analyzed. All the officers of the
Health Board, from Presldent Wilson
down, appreciated to the fullest extent the
danger to the health of the children of
New York by this illegal and pernicions
busioess, and the Board will undoubtedly
take Immediate ac!iun in regard to the
matter, ;

The first, store the boy entered was at
No. 2,107 Eighth avenne. His request for
brandy drops wns guickly complied with
ot the rate of two for a cent. ‘This store

Is muach like all the others where brandy’

drops are sold, a lttle combination estob-
lighment such as arve seen on most of the
slde strects of New York, It is within
two blocks of (he uew publle school at Bt
Nipholas ayvenue and One Hundred and
Sseventeenth sireet.

Another shop s at Neo. 211 West One
Hundred and Heventeenth street, just op-
posite this school. Here the boy bought
bruudy drops at the rate of three for a
cent, but they were n trifle smaller than
the others.

In the vicinity of the hig publie gchool
at One Hundred and Fourth street and
Amsterdam ayvenne the boy bought brandy
drpps at two places.

Tn the vieinity of Ninety-third street and
Amsterdam avenne, where there Is another
large school, brandy drops were bought at
two plnces.

In the vicinlty of the Bast Sixty-third
atreot sgchool, botween Second snd Third
avenues, there are a large number of
amall stores where the Ind bought brandy
drops. These stores nre In Hast Slxty-
third street and on Second avenue.

At none of the many places where pur-
chases were made was there the slightest
hegltatlon on the part of the dealers In
acecepting the ird's money for the drops.
it was apparent that in the majority of
cuses where the boy was unable to buy
he was refused on account of the fact that
he was a strunoger.

At other places the man or the woman
I charge zald;

“Wa don't sell brandy drops Dbecouse
the Board of Henlth has forbldden i

POISONOUS INGI'I{EDIEN'I‘&.

From the forty-seven different lots of
prandy drops purchased, samples from
those bought ar the following plrces were
analyzed by the Health Board: No. 1170
HSecond avenne, No.o 211 West One Humn-
dred and Seventeenth street and No. 21097
Highth' avenue, a s=mall store without a
vumber or name on Amsterdam avenne,
between One Hundred and Second and
One Hundred and Third stréets, and «
small stofe without a number or nime be-
tween  Ninety-third and.  Ninety-fourth
strects, on Awsterdam avenue, )

These sumples were all very much wilke.
Indeed, from the appearanes and taste of
all of the forty-seven different lots of
brandy drops that were purchased, there
appeared to be bot two varieties.

The drops bhave every appearance of

vy harmiess chocolate drops,
but when they gre hroken they are fouwud

o coutuln suy, perhaps ffteen or twenty

The result of the aunlysis showed that
the Hquld was composed of water, the
chenpest possible swentenlng, and  the
basls was amylic alcohol, or fusll oll, as it
is. commonly known. - Amylic alcohol is
a polsonous compoond that can be bought
at retall for 80 cents a gallon.

HEALTH BOARD WILL ACT.

President Wilson, of the Health Boarvd,
showed great Interest In the matter and
said:

“The seiling of brandy drops must be
gtopped at opee. It 1s a menace to publie
bealth, and really 18 & far more serlous
matter than appears at fiest  thovght.”
President Wilson referred the reporter to
Dr. Roberts, Bauitary Superiotendent of
the Henlth Board, and also to the chemist.

"“The basid of these so-called brandy
drops,’” sald Dr. Roberts, *is fusll oll
Candy of this kind has been munufactored
all over the eountry for the past forty
years. . F'rom tlme to time the sl has
been stopped. or partially so, in this elty
and in other cities, but in a lititle while It
revives ' tgnin, There was nevr a time,
I believe, when the poleonous stuff was
gold 80 genernlly and openly, jndging from
the report the Sunday Jonrpal makes, and
I am surprised at the extent of the busi-
ness,. Two or three yenrs ago the Health
Board stopped the sile of brandy drops,
or ‘whiskey drops.’ as they wera then
called, and we have heard but Hitle of any
gales vatll now.”

MARING CHILD DRUNKARDS.

“Ia It possible for a chill to become In-
toxieated from eatlng brandy drops?’’

It vertainly 1s possible, and more than
that, children who eant them arve likely to
become severely 1l A nuomber of diseases
are possible, but gastritis 1s the most com-
mon.*

“What are the chances of a child's ac-
quirlng gastritis—say, a child six or seven
yours old and of ordinary coustitution?

““Well, that would of course depend upon
the ‘chlld; but If a seven-year-old child
should eat, say, flve cents' worth of these
brandy drops a day for two or three weeks
gastritls would probably resalt.'

“And if a smaller quantity was eaten
each day for a longer time the result wounld
probably be the same?"

“Precisely.'”

The reporter
chiemist,

“Amyle alecobol, which Is the same thing
as fTusel oll” he sald, “Is much heavier
than ordinary aleohol. As small a quantity
a8 four or five dropg even could create nll
the effects of o heavy deank.'

“A dlme would  enable a man to get
pretty drunk?"

“A dime! I should say it would. Why,
for a dlme & man ean acquire a jag that
will last & thousand years.”

“What effect does amylic alcohol have on
the system?"

EFFECT ON THE DRINEER.

“Yon have seen the effect of the uge of
o atlmnlant eontnining a small proportion
of amylie alecoliol when you have seen a
tman lu the sloms Iylng dead druni In the
gutter. Yoru'have notleed, too, how qulekly
some men get dronk when they drink poor
whiskey—notably, the five-cent brand of
the Bowery. This 18 mot because they
eannot ‘stand imuch,' but because of the
fusel ofl In the atuff they drink. “The same|

mmmm timuumuehm
I.

next  interviewed the

Hguid, and has an oppressive odor and
4 ‘buming, aerid taste, If you placed a
drop on your hand and then smeled it you
conld not prevent coughing. Try 1.7

The chetlst produced a bottle of the
#tuff and the reporter placed n tiny drop
on the palm of hid hand from the gliss
stopper, It was bavely sufficient to molsten
the skin. He then rubbed it well between
his two palms and enlffed I, The result
wis, as the chomlist predicted, a violent
conghing and a buming frritation of the
throat which lasted fully balf an hour.

A policeman who was standing by tried
the experlment himself In a half sceptlcal
munner, but with similnr results,

“Well,"” sald he, “if that's the stuff they
put In candy they sell klds they hud better
make them ‘of pore whiskey and charge
mpre money."'

The polivceman was right. The faet that
children are likely to aequire a eraving for
liquor by enting brawdy drops Iz less Im-
portant thuh (it fact that they are taking
rank poison luto ‘thelr ‘lomachs every
tlme they swallow oung of them,

“Phe manufacture of (his kind of candy
bhas been golug on for n long time,” con-
tinued the chemist. “There have been
brandy drops, whiskey drops, and even
champagne drops, but In all the wvarious
kinds I have scen fusel oll has bee the
basis of ithe lguid.

“Ten yenrs wgo the Health Board broke
up 4 slmilar business among the smaller
candy wtores. The kind of drops that were
being sold then contalned no llgoid, ms
they do at present; instead, the amylic
nleohol 'and other ingredients were
Impreguated in the candy. The present
manner of having the ‘brandy’ in 4 lguid
¢ondition inside the drops is much worse,
for obvions reasons."

The sale of the drops, however, Interests
the Board of Hxcvise and the Police De-
partment. The reporter called on Police
Commisstoner Andrews amd hriefly related
the condition of affairs. Mr. Andrews

wis acqualngpd. In a small way, with the
gale of brandy drops, but he wns sur-
priged when he was Informed of the quan-
tity sold, the esse with which the T could
be hought and the nature of the vile com-
pound they contalued. He ate two of
them and exclalmed;

“Well, T should say thr?'
drops with a vengeance. cnn taste the
aleohol  plalnly, and svonld not wish a
Eﬁli‘t of snilne to acquire the ‘brandy drop

Commissioner Andrews stated that any
vpne who sold brandy ﬂro{.ls viologted the
Fxciso law and thit bhe intended taklng
prompt steps to guppress the evil,

He has notifed (hief of Police Conlin of
the state of affales, and the Police De-
artment wlill probably soon take action
n the matter. y i

E. Frances Lord, Presldent of the

were bhrandy

Mrs, E
New York County Woman's Christian Tem-|

Fenm(.e Unilon, evidenced Inténse Interest
n the subject.

Yrhe Journal can rest assured," sald she,
Hthat 1t wlll bave the thnmuzh OO ’pem-
tion of the N. ¥. €& T. U, The sale
brundy «dropz I8 something that demands
the entire nnd lsstant attention of tem-
perance workers, even to the excelusion of
everything else.

It i almost futlle to concentrate pur
efforts towerd reclalining dronkarvds  and
%»wentlng others from becoming klaves
o drink when the ehildren—the intants,
I might any—are huvlng such temptations
thrown in their pafhs.*

Small atnrekt-{mm and all others wha
gell brandy drops wonld ‘do well to JStop at
onee angd saye themselves trouble.

Xea,nwhlle those ‘genilemen who gﬁ nm
in th “h; lt'n hdn;zs:.ct iy l l:lbe

e of bran rOpd # m
"iu ylns h&pmz_udﬂ& g
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FOR THE CYCLISTS,

Why Not Make a Wheel-
man’s Boulevard Over
“L" Tracks?

This Is What a New York
Bicyclist Sug-
gests.

The Proposed Highway to Be of Steel,
and Above the Prasent
Structure.

CHANCE FOR BANKERS AND BLOOMERS

The Trip from the Earth to Be Made
by Elevators on an Inclined Plane
That Would Be Lined with
Shops of All Sorts,

A Uléycle track over the structure of
New York's “L" roads ls the litest sug-
gestion of the eyellsts. The proposition Is
the resnlt of the problem swhich so per-
slstently confronts both wheelmen and au-
thorities. Both want a highway for oy-
clists where mneither trafic will be ob-
structed nor pedestrians endangered, where
there are no horses und where un uolighted
lamp does not mean arrest. ,

The idea of an elevated track or high-
way for the cyclist was evolved by a
wheelman who I8 rich in experience, and
i1s the result of a careful stody of the
situation. The structure would be of steel,
bullt with the dual idea of superlative
strength and minlmum welght.

At ench “L'" road station It 1s Intended
to bhave an elevator, which would place the
cyclist on a level with the track with
bardly a moment's delay. The expense of
maintaining these elevators wonld be met
by the exaction of a trifling fee from each
passenger—probably 2 cents.

New York oyelists seen by a Journal re-
porter were a unit' in favor of the plan.

" A member of the Manhattan Athletle
Club and an enthusiastic wheelmin spoke
enthusinsticully. He sald: “Yon may suy
that we are the most persecuted set of
men under the sun.
harmless one, but, ke Cain, ‘every man's
hund Is aguinst us.' 1 belleve that my

in riding on “bikes"" Accddents, of voutse,
are unavoldable, Other persons—horsemen,
for example—run over people, smash their
vehicles and so endunger life and b, Leg
a bicyeHst knovk down An unwary pedes-
thian, however, and in n mowent every one
18 up in arms agelnst him.’

Several o

bleyclists.

Bn.ummt tsq.llltks In snch § MANHSE &

The amusemént I8 a |

brother bleyclists exercise ull dus ecautlon

road men who were seen |
1ndorsed the idea of a superstructire for
The bleyclists of this and nds
joluing ¢itles pre th hold n meeting shortly,
and an effort will be made to bring the
mutter before the authoritles controlllng |

wWheelmen and | women—can: hardly  be
over-egtimated. The . track wounld, : of
eourse, run from the most remote section

of New York to the very heart of the
business distriet—just what every bleyele
rillar longs for.

If this unigte bicyele track were to be
open to the publle, the dream of rapld
transit communieation would be reallzed
by & considerable portion of the popula-
tlow of the clty. The banker, might, for
Instance, find the roof over the Sixth aye-
nug “L" a much more delightful way to
travel from bis uptown mansion down to
Wall street than by means of a carrlage
ride over the uneven pavement. Then, of
course, there are or would be others—the
bloomer girl, for example. The track
would outde the Harlem Boulevard every
day in the array of bicycle costumes which
would, with the charming wearers, be on
view.

Regarding methods of reaching the pro-
posed highway, one of the eyclists seesn
made the suggestion that & gently Incllued
plane from street to structure would be
an excellent |den, He argues It would be
superior, to_the elevator plan, becanse the
cyelist would not be forved to submit to
vexatious delays, He would have these
inclines constructed at the terminl of the
varions roads and at all lmportant cross
streets,

Such s theroughfare: would, It is sug-
gested, not be complete without a plentifuol
suppliy of booths and shops scattered along
at frequent Intervals. - These novel sltes
for business establishments might be rented
at a bhigh figure, and would materially ald
In meeting the expense of bullding and
malotnining the truck.

Soda fountwins wonld prove popular, not
to mentlon dispensaries of liganlds which
do not come under the hend of soda water.

Bleyole blacksmiths, emergency dress-
makers, surgeons and medlenl altendants
would be t'nmrelled to practise here. Pho-
tograph gallerles would also find excellent
opportunities for busiuess, and in time one
m;;;,ht expect to see an elevated street
liigh above the avenues Hoed with shops
afier the same faszhlon as the street below.

SPONGESUPPLY IN DANGER

Carelessness of Cuban Fishermen in Gath-
aring the Smaller Growth Threatens the
Beds with Total Extinction.

The sponge supply'of the United States
Is seriously threatensd by the wanton
c¢arelessness of the Cuban sponge fisher.
e, For several years they have heen
gatbering the small or infant spouges with
those of larger growth., The inevituble re.
sult 18 thot the Coban sponge beds, from
which the greanter portlon of spouges nsed

In the United States eome, are threftened
with total extinction.

Alrendy prices bhave advanced, and a
still further inersase |s probable In a very
short time. The shipments of sponges to

denlers, vary greatly In glze and time of
York, \'nr‘i\: greatly In slze and tlme of
receipt.  To gatber them It 1s necessary

that the water should be absolutely clear,
and If for any reason the ocean s dis-
gurbed In more than ordinary degree over
the sponge beds, the fishermen must walt
for clear water—perbaps 6 week, or éven .a
month,

The sponges which come frofn Cubn are
known as medlum  grade, the vaviety in
general use. Florlda and Nussau furuish

proportlon of the supply of this grade,
Imt. nothing like the amonnt that comes | TF
from Cuba.  The bhest spatiges dre known
#s the Maditerranean variety, as they come
from ﬁem'h in the u;ua of that name. They
are wa ApoL and  are
- Hven u?"-’

“supply of
_l', -Il muy r
ple can mik d

{3
smaller

hiz family, a few friends and

I1g, settled lo the Jie River thr
e .:'m Buton 15 now A smart
1 m the

F i

TAUGHT CUBAN LEADERSJ

An Ex-Union Soldier Who Established J
School in Maine, Where Insurgent .
Leaders Were His Pupils,

A lurge number of the Insurgent leaderd
who are fighting the battles of Cuba ab-
sorbed thelr first lessons of llberty in the
United States, with the educations which
they obtalned’ here, Many of these rebel -
leaders are not Cubans, but are S;hn‘!udll A
by birth and blood.

The fortunes of many of the better clusy
famlilies of Spain have for gencrntions out-
slsted of sugar and tobuceo plantations.

Cuba, and it hng been customary l.mon;
them to send one of the sons to the sl
to manage ' the estutes,, The close mh-
mercizsl relations -which have grown,up hl-
tween Coba and the United States huve ref-
dered It deslrable that the future lll.litfﬁu,'
of the estutes should Le trained in American
business methods. Spanish and Ouban
families huve made It a3 practice, anpm:ﬂ
sluoe the close of the Clvil War, to 1
at least one son tn this country 10 be edg-
cated.

Late In the sixties Hamlin F. Baton, am
ex-Unlon soldier, with ‘a good wur l'llonﬂl“
and ere. thun one battle scar, esinbl
a school for youmg men aud Wopmen l.
Norridgewock, in. the Kennebee Valley,
Maine. Its local success wWis pmmnnati‘
from the first, snid its repulation

spread through the Union by Muine
who emigrated. Baton was especially mo- :
cessfnl in his menagement of young men. |
It was not long before the fame of * e
Behool”™ was spread abroad, und hopm |
came to the Malne teacher from En‘lnnd.
Greeee and even Thrkey.

By far the largest forelgn conu:::ui: nts
“Eaton School,” however, came (oo
and Coba. For many yesrs the educag
of ‘the future leading men of Caba W
Entou's hands, Maoy of these boy 1!9--
malned 4t the school five and six’ yosrs,
geeuring not only a thorough education,
but a deelded respeet and admbiation Mr—- -
American institutions. The §eg of ﬂp"
tlepal Hberty was thoroughly Instilled lltq
them by the patriotie Maine pedagogue. "-

Many of the younug men after ltlﬂag" *
the school went to Cuba to take charge .
of the family properiy there. Some &
ere In New York as the Amerionn rep- |
fesentatives of Cuban interests. There 1
numerous men now connected with
fsh-American firms (o tis oity whose ga,. -
uwentions weré lurgely obtaioed In |
among them being two of the Gurdin ns

of Cubg, & member of wh!eh ‘was t

!l:r.
Yefder of the il-fated Johd W, Hnm,g
Cuban fillbnster expedition g &
Ad to Eatpn hinmself, Iu- W paulbllh&-
ties In Dalioty several years sgo, wnd w




