THE JOURNAL, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1894.

Ll

21

The Pro'posed Bieyele Boulevard Over the “C” Road on a Summer’s Night.

GYCLISTS
‘PLEASED,

Warmly Indorse
the “L” Road
Path Suggestion,

GHINK THE
PEAN FEASIBEE.

Necessary Capital, They
8ay, Qould Be Raised
Without Troublg.

The movement to econstruct s brosd
double bicyele track iu oair twenty feet
above the lavel of the “I." rallrond tracks,
ot both the Ianst and YWeat sides, which
wis exploited In Lhe Jonrnal of last Bun-
tay, has aroused the enthusinsm of the
hundred thousand or more wheolmen and
wheelwomen of Now York.

Nothing else hus been tailed of st the
eycle aeademies all week, where the at-
tendanee has been unusually latge on ac-
eount of the very bhad weather.

No word hag been heard easting doubt
upon the precticabllity of the plan from
an engineerelng standpoint, and as to its
finaneial feature, the cyelists claim that
the necessary capital for its construction
conld be ralsed In less than forty-eight
hours should Russell Sage, George Gould
and thelr associates decline to make the
lnvestment.

The cost of econstructlon of the super-
structure would be bhut a tithe of that In
volved in the origingl building of the “L™
roads. There would be no additional right
of wiy to secure nor damages to pay
The small toll that s  proposed
to charge on the elevatora leadlng
iup to the path woulldl more than keep
tlie gtructure in repaly and pay the ordl
nary running expenses, and the rental of
booths alomg the line of the unique pleas-
ure and business track would prove a
gource of revenne that would undoubtediy
pay the Interest on the Dbonds and yleld
handsome profits besides.

A Journal artigt has eanght the spirit
of a Bummnier night's scene on the grand-
est of all bonleyvard paths, The scene is
made resplendeni with daszzling electric
lights, In pleasing contrast to which are
the myriad festoons of soft-bued Japmpnese
lunterns. Y22

A steadlly moving throng of wheslmen In
natty costumes especlally designed for
evening wenr and faiy wheelwomen In the
most modiah of eycling gurbs whirls rapid-
Iy over the smooth path. At the soda
fountuins, cafes and smoking bazaanrs, corre-
sponding In dimenslons with the “L' de-
pois below, other eycllsts aund fhrongs of
lnteresled speotators reciine in easy chalrs
upon the verandas to eojoy the edtranving,
exhllarting scene.

Under ihe myriad lights the scene Is of
falryland. The men sll seem brave and
the wowen falr. The sounds of clhiesrful
chatter and gay Inughter are heard above
the soft rustle mude by the rubber tives
as they skim over the perfect surface, In
the distance can be lheard the strnins of
nn orchestra—for there will be music by
the band at regular distavces. Fverybody
und his wite, and everybody that expects
to take a wife, or be o owife, wlll be thore,
Silver-mounted and pearl-inlaid wheels will
be sp common as to lnvite bub eassal dom-
ment,. the whes! de fuxe hoaving wlresdy
mude 1ts appenramce In New York. i

Throngh brilllantly Helited windows cnn
be sean noviees al theiv lessons In the
acadewmlen, and all sorts of commodious

ed of refroshment along the line on a
b“}‘f” with tha path wil” be reached by

8.

; ﬂqﬁn & dellghtful tour it will be on 1
balmy midsummer ut, spinning over the
Ninth avenuve llne m  Harlemt to the
‘Battery, catching glimpses of the Hudson
st the ecross strects, untll the wmoon-
It bay bursts npon the view In all s sll-
very glory! Then n short rest for refresh-
ment und recreation, while the musle softly
stouls over the scens at the grand cusing,
which will be bullt overlooking the bay and
the purk!

Theu the veturn by fhe Sixth avewue
roite, throngh the pulsing heart of New
York; or, perchauce, by way of efther 'of
the Bast Bide routes. over the Bowery nnd
Third avenue, with thelr teeming, ever-
chavgitg cosmopolitan life, or vin Seconl
avenue, with the Hast River rolllog as n
prhomma before the oyes!

Naturally, there will’ bp planned an ele-
vited mauﬁunu between  the Bast and
West Blile Mues, probably slong the north
bank of"ﬂgh_!-lur i iiver, passing over
Macomb's

m . BEdEe to the One Hup-|zen
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cyclist to make a pleasant tour all around
the elty.

Many of the detalls of this plan are yet
to be worked out. Although the New York
bleyele boulevard would ‘enjoy o world rep-
utiation, it is nof to be considered only as
o means of pleasure.  Cyvllsts see the day
when the wheel will be us minch a Teature
of dally Hte as street cars and “L" tralns
are to day, and the Dbusiness mun op
workingman will spin to his dally toll, just
as lie to-day rides to it But this buslness-
Nke wse of 1t will never destroy the
recreative features of the wheel, and
happy  people  will  partielpate  In'  sue
bl:{lﬂnnt seenes ag are here depleted,

A mass of letters from eyellsts enthuains-
tioally  indorsing th(g elevated path lidea
hag heen rocelyed by the Journal. The
following has # semi-officlal tone:

Cyelists' Federntlon of New York,
No. 113 West Thirty-elghth streat.
- Dear Sir: Your propositlon to utillize the
elevated rullroad for an elevated bipycle
path 18 an excellent one. If this matter Is
puashed the swheelmen of New York will
Indorse and further any movemant to bring
abont the suceess of your plan, The ele-
vieted rallroad ought to bufld this road, as
a little fignei will make it pinin that It
will puy them largely at a nominal eharge,

Yours truly, T I BURTON,
Sonreiary of Cyelists' Federation of New

York.

WHAT *“X RAY" MEANS.

A Term Which Professor Roentgen Mod-
estly Applied to His New Light, but
‘Which Now Seems to Be Fixed.

It mugt lave puxsled muny people who
have been reading about the grest new
photographic discovery by means of which
plctures are faken ilirough solid substances
to account for the applloation of the wame
“X pays" to the pecullar electric light
employed In  the provess.  Willinm Iy
Weaver, editor of the Hisctrical World,
in discussing the new discovery yester-
day with & reporter for the Bunday Jour-
nnl, gave an Interestlog accouut of the
X ray chrigstening,

It s a great Inmjustlice”™ sald Mr.

Weaver, *“to Prof. Roentgen, who - dis-
covered this enormonsly valuable pheno-
meng, that the reys should be alluded to
as the X rays. It 18 also another Hlustra-
tion of the great power of (he press, even
when this power s lnddyvertentiy applied.
It is the custoly wmong selentldts, toat Is
sclentlsts of the class to which Prof.
Hoeuntgen belougs, o practlee exceeding
modesty.
“When they make a discovery which they
give free to all the world, etlquette and
eir own native diffidence prevenf|them
from puiting rorwara s dlseovery under
their oWwn dnme, Thot ds too duy, in Prof.
Hoentgen's case, for lostauce, when in
waking hls discovery pubile In a seélentitic
puper reiad before the body which be drst
addrossed on the sabject, he referved to
his rhys as the X ‘tays, leaving it to the
world o substitute R-:luntfnn' where e
used X. This was perfectly understood,
of dotrse, Ly phe aien s, dnd i passiogg
the matter alung, they always referred,
wob to the X' piya, bot fo the Hoentgen
rys, just s we refer to the CUrookes
Tuie.

SRy #omd mitmans, bowever, Prall BRoent-
gen's: oginal paper was pulblished, and
thie pewspapers lmmediately begay to eall
the new lght the X ray, nutll now thet
onme |3 stuck bard and fast, so bard angd
fust thur Prof. Roentgen's name s
gradually disappeaving. Fverybody almost
now spenks of them 45 the X rays, aud in
u few wmwonths, when thid exeltement ye-
parding the discovery hag died ont some-
whut, mosi people will probably haya for-
gotten all about the men who found this
wonderful power and gayve It 1o the world

The newspapers adopted the ‘X ray' ap-
pellution frow very natoral motives. The
X- iy s mueh ghorier name than the
Raentgen ra;. In the headlines the news-
papers wormld find great mechanlenl diff-
culty, If they were comwpelled to use the
tonger word at all thmes. They, therefore,
{;ﬁ_n.\il_o_d at this chunes for abbrevinting 1t
to o simple lotter, .
CRut. In the meastime. o soove injostioe
is certalnly belng done to Prof. Hoentgen,
fnwdvertent  thiotgh it miny e Surgly (1f
any wman over descerved that  his  nhme
ahonld become Imrdortilized In colinect]
with @ discovery, that mun s Prof. Roent-

.. The newspapers and the publie gene

| aved fud EIfte-Afth stroot torminus of the
- Bizth apd Ninth avenue llnes, mlg_llnt the

oy
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wrilly wileht well inake some litile sacri
dee to assure this result.” A

TO FIRES
ON A “BIKE”

o Midqight——

Nobby of a
- Millionaire.

A GONG AT
HI$ BEDSIDE.

Wakes Up, pPuts on -a
Sweater and Races
to the &Seenpe.

Willinm H. Porler, otherwlse “Billy'" Por-
ter, 4 yonng millonalre who I8 lu business
in this elty and lives In Brooklyn, hug de-
veloped a fad that promises Lo make bim
famous. Every night, rain or shine, snow
or hall, In freeze or thaw, Mr. Porter turns
out o a bleyele to every five that Is rung
ip In the cliy acrosa the Hrldge, In order
that he miy be promptly on Lhe scane My,
Porter has had a five alarm vigged In bis
bedroom.

1t is Mpr Torter's boast that he always
beata the engine, except In the cases where
he has a long distanee to teavel, when the
firenien of the local district paturally get
to the conflagration ahead of him.. But on
even terms he says he cnn beat the engine
almost without oo efort.

Thiz milllonalre with a quese hobby has
apent o emall fortuse In getting his five
paraphernalla in perfect shnpe. In his bed-
room s & goog thut connects with Fire
Headquarvters. On this every alarm is
sonnded. here is an automatic connection
by meens of which the gos in Mr. Porter's
bedroom 18 thried on and lighted at the
fivst stroke of the gong. Blinultaneously
a povg.is set ringing In the siable bahind
the house where the bleyeles are stored.
Lamps are always kept lighted In  the
stable, and the conchman, who sleeps just
above the place where the goug is sat-
tached, torns out dnstantly te get every-
thing in readiness for hils master.

Mr. Porter meanwhile has slipped Into a
pidlr of trousers anil a sweater, and with a
celerity that would do credic to the most
expert fireman he is up snd away. [The
lower part of the house s fooded with
light by the same arrangement that ignites
the gus in his bedroow. ‘The stairways,
the halls, the dining room and the kitehen,
through which his path les towsrd the
stable, are rll brilllantly lighted up, so that
lie can run withont dny danger of bumplug
Into tablés and cbhlrs and being howled
over. Usually In five seconds after the
first nlarm hos been sounded Mr. Porter s
In the saddie and scorching. toward the fire,

Arrived at the fire the bieyclist turns
fireman, helping to hold down & hase or
ateat 0 nozels, The firemen 11 know Lim,
and they spy he 14 a willing and a brave |
tire Aghter.

Me. Povper fiberited from his father a
Mpge munufaciuring buginess, willeh' he
condudts. He I8 tweniy-slx years old. His

ke 1

[experienees,
« br

straet, the firm being Willlhm Porter's
Sons. Hlis home In Hrooklyn §s a beantifal
old-{usiioned brick manslon, at the comer
of Park place nnd Vanderbllt avenne. He
is married, his wife being a beautiful girl
who formerly was one of the belies of the
HilL

To a4 teporier for the Sunday Jomrnal
At, Porter anld, In explaining why he rides
to fires at such unearthly hours:

“My cousin, who Jves In the house with
me, & in the five insurance business. He
found it useful to be &t the scene of fires;
and a year or so aogo Induged me to ac-
company bim when I happened to be at
home. He rode a wheel, as 1 did, and 1
sgoon beenme totevested enough in the mat-
ter to go at it systematieally.

“Last November T had this slarm gong
rigged in my bedroom. Thut wius very good
as far as it went, but T have found It ex-
ceedlngly uncomfortable and slow to hunt
around for & match and light the gas each.
time tha gong weant off, 8ol had this relay
switch put In that turns on the gas here
and lghts it. Then I found that there
was always more or less deluy in the stuble
before we could get away. So I had an-
other alnfm gong put up there to rouse
the coichman, working It sutomatically
by means of another relay switeh. The
aslorm therefore sounds simulfaneonsly In
my bedroom and the stable. We keep haif
o dozen lanterns burning in the stable, so
we are all ready for business them,

“But as It got to be rather difcult grop-
ing around through the lower part of the
house on my way to the stable, T had tlls
automatic scheme for lighting the gas all
aver the lower part of the honse fixed up.
That makes it prstty ensy, and now ho
matter what the weather or what the hour
I never fall to turn ont with my cousin,

“We nlways reach the fires befors the
eniglnes when we are ow even terms. Of
couprse, when, as in a case the other night,
we have to go to a fire In WiHllamsburg,
the engines beat us—that ik, the englnes in
that nelghborhood—nout i3 the fira is suf-
ficlently lorge to draw englnes from this
enil of the clty we get there away aliead of

om,
“Yes, 1 Ilika Are ﬂghninrg Immensely.
Whenever I get o chanece I glve the boys a
tand, They know Die pretty well, all of
them, now, and always glve me an open-
fng wien It Is possible. Somstlmes 1 Lave
gome prefly tongh experiences. The other
nlght, for instunes, I had been out making
calls In o brand-new sult of elothes. When
I came home I forgot to put my usuzl fire
paraphernalla where 1 could get it without
trouble, When the alarm  went off I
zyabbed the frst paic of trousers that cume
to hand, and dodging Into my sweiter and
grabbing uwp my cap 1 was out. Tlown (in
the stable, thrown across wy blegele, I gl
wiys keep a pea Jacket with a blg collar
which turns up well over my ears. Alsa s
paly of gloves of heavy leather and a palr
of blg rubber boots strapped fo the ma-
ehina. - Thiz completes my outflt for the
tiwe Being, though 1 aw ving n spachal
vl degigned How. :

“Well, ou this partienlar night T ran down
a8 usnnl, got Into my pea Jacket and gloves
and in a few seconds | was under way to
ihe five, which huppencd to be down on Car-
roll street, and an ugly blaze it was. We
put up ouy mdehlnes and 1 wis goon within
the c{im' lines, lending o hand wherever 1
ooitid. }

“Tt happeoed that one of the hose lines
began to jump, and the cg]&hin sung out for
all hands to hold down the hose. 1 went
down on It with both hands and one knee,
#nd held on for grim death. To the excite-
mwent of the moment 1T A4l not notlee thut
there was o strong buek leik, but when 1
got up [ found that my trousers leg wns a
tass of lee. The water had risen clear
over my kuee, and a8 It was a bitter cold
night, 1t froxe almost as rapldly as
touched me. Wall, that was sluply an In-
stange; but when I went to thaw myseif
out ot a4 nearby fire 1 found that 1 had on
the Lrund-new trousers thut I hed worn
that evening.” ]

Mr, Porter keeps In & book a record of his
Buch nlnrm is set down, with
fof summury ‘of the damage done by

gich fre.  He hopes, le savs, to desmon-

! ’ ra. 0 A8 | strate by his werk the feasibility of a sort |
oftice aud salesrooms are at No, 271 Pearlgof underwsh

wrlters' bieyele. force. i

that the Insurance companies will find 1t to
thelr proft to malntiin o the residence dis-
tricts of Brooklyn one or two men in each
loeallty who, wounted on a bieyele wagon,
such ns some of the express companiss em-
ploy, could get to a fire In time to put It
oul with extingulshers, and they ecould
earry rubber blankers and tarvpauling to
ecover up the farndture Iy sach a4 way as
urp\rent ﬂ‘l.l.l("h du.uu!gn.

Ualy experience has taught me,” Mre Por-
tor declared, “that firemen mounted on bi-
eyele-genred machines could got to a fire
In protty nenely half the thoe that B thkes
with the present eystem of horses, heavy
englnes, ato"”

REAL TRILBY
IN NEWV YORK.

Mrs. Gage Can
Sing Only Under
Nypnotic Influece.

BUG NEEDS
NO SVENGAL.

Believes She Is Ur;dqr;

the Control of Some
Llong Dead Singer.

. There is a real Trilby in New York City—

a woman of wealth and prominence, who,
lilke Du Maurler's berolne, cannot ordi-
narily sing at all, but whose pure voonl
notes and marvellous performances on the
piano charm all who hear them when she
Is under the influence of a hypuotie spell,
She 1s Mrs, Addie Belden Gage, wlo lives
with her hushand st the fashionable
Hotel Bmplre, Fifiy-fourth strest and Co-
Inmmbus avenue. Her strange case hns been
the marvel of ber friends, as, indecd, 1t
has been of lerself, for years, It differs
from that of Tellby In that Mrk Gage hns
no Svenguli—the lonflugnce comes on, ap-
parently, of lself. No one suggests It
Mrs., Gage feels oo Il after effecta. Of
what occurs during the presence of the In-
fluence she I8 lgnorant. She has never
heari herself sing.

When the Trilby eraze first took posses-
slon of the reading world certain wise men,
while they submitted to the fascination of
the story, declared that the auihor’s maln
tdea was absurd. That a woman who In
her normal condition was totally develd of
musical ear and ignorant of technique
could, under certain hypnotic infivence,
with the marvellous beauty of her singing
uplift her avdience to the greatest heighis
of passlonate enthusinsm was, so they sald,
an impossibility. 4

But only & few nights ago a party of
guests, at the Hotsl Empire stopped to
listen ng they passed to the sweet, clear
yot welrd music of a woman's volee as she
sang fn the receptlon-room to a few fa-
yored friends. They listensd and were de-
lighted. Later, one of them closely ob-
served the performer, and remarked some-
thing In her demennor which made her ask
questions. The woman, ns she sat at the
piane with tightly closed eyellds, had a
strangely white, Intense, rapt expresslon

on hep face, while her hands did nor move
Hke thoie of other people over the key-
boupd; they séemed to be stiffened up and
to fall without belng ln the least under the
control of the pluyer. But they drew forth
woled chords and rippling arpegglos of per-
feet melody. Over this accompantment the
volee broke forth In melody sweet, but
very, very strange. Withont Intermission
the singer wandered from Gounod fo
Meyerbeer, from Verdi to Wagner, then to
slmpler nelodles, and finally to “Home,
Sweet Home." Gradually the volie prew
softer and softer and lower and lower,
until 1n the end It seemed—mnot to stop—
but to vanizsh like an echo lo the faroff
distanee, and the singer's hands fell re-
laxed i her lap. Hor features lost the
steained expression, the eyelids slowly
opened, nnd with a peculiar, sighing yawn

=

and rabbing the buncke of her hunds across
her exes, she arose fyom the plano.

When she arese she dld vot kuow thn®
she had bLeen sioging. From the time the
hypnotic trance takss possession of her nns
til it has entlrely passed over she Is prastls
cally noo-existent. Bhe Lnows nothlng of
her surroiundligs, or Whit occurs nbout hers
neither ls she awarn of the fact that she
Is sloging unid accompanying herself on the
plano

Consequently Airs, Gage has maver heand)
ber own wolee when under control. NMps. |
Gage pozitlvely assserts that It ls not her
own volee, She declares that It la the
uplrit of & great actress and 4 =mgen Yonpg!'
slnee dead, who seeks astral embodiment,
mud gives vent toits pent-up belng, throng
the medinm of her person and  fhreeae )
Some thirty odd years ago Mrs. Addle
Beldeu Gage waz born in Rochesier, of & |
flur old arigtocrntle famlly. She recelvedi
a first-class edbeatlon and grew op to bed
an extremely bright and attrictdve gl

About ten years sgo, belng then in Hepd
early twentles, Miss Belden went on aml
extended Southern trip with an Intimstel
friend, Miss Blilings. It was nt this
memomble epoch thar the strange hypontied
spirit - took sudden and simultaneous Pos=
session of both these young giris

Though both musical, their wvolues warel
In no way extrnordinary, nor had they)
uttained any high standard of r_'ultlwltldﬂ.l
But directly the power possessed them, an’
this was chunged. Their volces grew to
enormous compaes and timbre, altobether’
different from former atiminments, sod be-
came suddenly ps flexible and cultured awl
that of an operatic star who bnd speut|
Fears in  consclentions study. Though'|
mutuaily aware of the pecobiar gift bes |
stowed on them both so mysteriously, the!
girls songht no notoriety; In faet, thew!
shrank froth it, nnd few but their mosk |
Intimate friends have over known of I,

Soon after this Miss Belden becume M|
Gage. She murrled a wealthy Rochester
gentlemitn, wlo had gone to live in Chle
cago. They recently declded 1o come BMJ
w lve, and the last few yoars they have |
spent travelling between New York, Bos-
ton, Wasblogton and Philadelphia. When
In this clty they live st the new Hotsl
Empire, and it was there, throngh t.bl1
purest accident, that Mrs. Gage's stiange
experience bevame known to those outsided
ber own Immediate circle, Both Mr. Il:ld.'i
Mrs, Gage are much gpposed to notorlety.

li the late Spring Mr. and Mrs. Guge
are goibg to Europe to make & protracted
glay abroad.

The photograph of this modern Tﬁ!br.l
which appears with this article, 1s 0 very |
perfect likeness of {ts originul, wod was
tiken but & few months age. The original

and has a rounn, supple and very gracefol
figure. She owns a qunq:l.l,r af bes
hair of rare bronze color, which curls and
waves ail round her forahead and femplos.
Her eyes are bive and honest und her com-
plexion I8 very fulr and clear.

When sloging under control, Mrs,
has fiuvent use of languages, which In hu-;
own personulity and normal condition, she'
entlrely Ignores, The spirit, who posscsses
her while singing, must have been &
lingulst. This spirlt Mrs, Gage
“Ulotilde,” but she never spraks e
about hér, other than that she was & vory'
beautiful singer who retired frotu (b oper-.
atic stage very early in a most successfol
career, owlng to a disastrous love affalr.

She says that “Clotlide,”" howsver,
not piay the mecompaniments, that b 18]
some oller power that moves her hands
and produces the strunge chords snd bar-

of & very strange performunce,
It would be an impossibility for any o
dinary musiclan with eyes tight-olosnd and

those of Mrs, Guage when singing

harmonjons resnitzs from the keyhowrd,

All who nre well acquainted with this re=
markable womun say thul she ls n t.rjlll
charming person,, with geplal,  geacions
manners, and that she Is the last womun
whoem any ong could secuse of decaption M-[
any kind.

A REAL

“TRILBY?
o ' MRS. ABBE BELDEN GAGE.

IN NEW YORK.

ls somewhat ubove the medlmm beighe,

monies which are amopg the straogest purty
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