
TO BE JAY GOULDS,
Three Boys Run Away from Wil¬

mington, Dei., to Speculate
in Wall Street

Nearly Freeze to Death in Riding to

Jersey City on the Bumpers
of Freight Cars.

THEN THEY ARE LOCKED UP.

Eddie Pierce's Narrative of His Desire
to Emulate the Late Magnate.They

Have Good Homes and They
Will Be Sent to Them.

Possessed of an ambition to see more of
the world than is included within the city
limits of 'Wilmington, Del., three boys, Ed¬
ward Pierce, John Joyde and William
Smith, aged respectively thirteen, four¬
teen and fifteen years, arrived In

Jersey City Tuesday night. They
didn't come in a Pullman car, nor

«ven in the ordinary day coach, but
rode most of the way on the bumpers of
a through freight. It was very cold on the
bumpers, and when the youngsters alighted
at Jersey City they were nearly frozen. It
was a little after midnight, and not long
after their arrival Roundsman Nolan of
the First Precinct Station gathered them
in and locked them up at Police Head¬
quarters for the night. Pierce, the young¬
est and the most self-possessed of the trio,
told of their trip yesterday:
"We didn't have any trouble at home,"

he explained. "Our folks treated us all
right and everything, but we're lookin' for
a chance to make money 'n get rich,
^hat's what we came to New York for.
We were going to get work somewhere and
save money an' go Into Wall Street, where j
Jay Gould an' them fellows made their tin.
"There isn't any chance for a fellow in

Wilmington. I was workin' hard, but I
never got more than $3.60 a week In the
car shops; there was too much competi¬
tion. The other fellows all thought the
same way, and we thought we'd strike out
and go into business in a bigger city. We
didn't say anything to our folks about It,
because they wouldn't have seen it our

way, maybe, and we were not looking for
trouble.

HELPED BY KELLY.

"There was a fellow around the railrra(j
yard named Kelly. He was a big lad an(j
we thought he'd know a good deal, we
told him about it, and asked him wjjat
would be the best way to travel. jje 8aid
he was going to New York hims^jf Monday

ISRAELITES HOLD PURIM.

Joyful Ceiebration of the Hebrew Nation's
Deliverance from Haman's

Hands.

To-day is marked in the Hebrew calendar
as the thirteenth day of Adar, which is
the last month of the Hebrew Church year.
It ushers in the annual Purim feast, which
is also the last festival of the year, four
weeks before the Jewish Passover, on the
fourteenth day of Nissan, the first month
of the church year.
Purim differs in many ways from any of

the other Israelitlsh celebrations. It is in
the first pjlace preceded by an all-day fast
to-day, called the Past of Esther, in com¬
memoration of the decree of King Ahas-
siera, who ordered all the jews residing
In Pur, and Mordecai, the uncle of Queen
Esther, to be slain in one day. Not a
morsel of food and drink Is taken by the
devout orthodox until after sundown.
The result of the pretty Jewish Queen's

pleading for her people, which was that
Homan, their artfh-enemy, was hanged
and the Israelites spared, is celebrated for
two days, beginning to-night, when Jew¬
ish society in its various grades Indulges
In all sorts of Purim balls, Purim rece,
tions and Purim festivals. It is a grwC
day for Jewish children, being almost to
rhem what Christmas Is to the Christians.
All the private religious and charitable
schools have their festivals and there is
no end of children's parties.
Purim differs also from other Jewish

festivals in that it is not so much a re¬
ligious as a national celebration. Bosh
Hasbana, of New Year; Yom Kippur, or
the Day of Atonement; Succoth, or the
Feast of Tabernacles, and all the others
are distinctly divine institutions ordained
in the Pentateuch. As to the fasting on
the day before, the reading of the scroll
of Esther in the Hebrew and the remainder
of the Purim ritual, all these observances
are confined in modern times to the strict¬
ly orthodox synagogues. Only in a few of
the conservative temples are services and
they have been entirely abolished in the
sanctuaries of the reformed. But all Jews,
orthodox, conservative and reformed, have
their balls, festivals and parties, though
some are not kept exactly on the Purim
day.
The following are some of the balls ar d

other entertainments thus far announce^;*
The Ladies' Auxiliary Society of t' con¬

gregation Zichron Ephraim, a pr,5fessionai
entertainment and dance, Mar^j, at the
Tuxedo, Madison avenue ai\£~ Fifty-ninthstreet.
The Sunday school of ;f,e CongregationRodeph Sholom, celebration March 1 in

the Temple, Lexington avenue and Sixty-third street.
Miriam Aid Society 0f Harlem, an enter¬

tainment and ball March 4. at MajesticHall.
The Ladies' Hebrew Aid Society of York-

ville, an ent«,r<:ainment: an(j reception,March 4, at Terrace Garden.
Sunday scl;00i pupils of Temple Emanu-

101, an entertalnment, March 1, at the Tem¬
ple.
Sunday school pupils of the Madison Ave¬

nue TP;nple, an entertainment, March 1,atrrthe remple.
The Louis Down Town Sabbath school, a

WILL-

KILLED HIMSELF
WITHOUT MOTIVE.

A Wealthy Newark Clothing
Merchant Cuts His Throat

at the Gilsey House.

No Reason Can Be Ascribed by His
Family and Business Associates

for His Rash Act.

MAY HAVE BECOME SUDDENLY INSANE.

Had Lived at the Hotel Some Months
with His Family.Certain Dusi-

ness Anxieties Said to Have
Been Imaginary.

For reasons that are mysterious alike to
his family, his friends and business asso-

elates, George Watson, a clothing merchant
of Newark, N. J., cut his throat In his room,

at the Gilsey House, shortly after 6 o'clock
yesterday morning, and died upon the floor.
Mr. Watson, his wife and his son George, a

youth of about eighteen years, have occu¬

pied a suite of three rooms, Nos. 305, 306
and 307, on the first floor of the hotel, slnco
October. Room 307 faces Broadway, and is
occupied by the son. The next room, No.
306, is practically an alcove, directly back
of the front room, and was Mrs. Watson's
room. In the rear room, which has win-
down on an air shaft, Mr. Watson lived.
Mr. Watson was in excellent health, and

on Tuesday night he was seen about the Gil¬
sey House lobby, where he chatted with
several friends, among them Dr. Arthur B.

Iv/'^hend, of No. 22 West Thirty-second
street hotel physician. Dr. Townshend
remarked not2?lng peculiar in the demeanor

of Mr. Watson, and about 11 o'clock the

latter went up to hi/5* room. What took

place after that, and up ft? th® time when

he was found dying with a i!&sh In his

throat, is not known. It was said Mr-
Watson had been heard to walk up and
down his room for an hour or more, as if

suffering with nervousness, but neither his

wife nor son heard the sound of bis foot¬

steps.
It was about dawn that Mrs. Watson was

awakened by a crash of crockery in her
husband's room; then there was a moment's
silence and then the sound of a heavy body
falling to the floor. She ran to the door

opening into her husband's room, but it was

locked, and she turned to the annunciator
and rang it several times.
Down in the office Chris Kersopp, an office

boy, was regulating the clock, and he no¬

ticed that the bell rang at exactly 6:20
o'clock. Calls being unusual at that hour,
he hurried up to Mrs. Watson's room. She
told him something had happened in her

Jack Joyce, Will Smith and Eddie Pierce, Three Runaway Boys.
They left good homes in Wilmington, Del., to make fortunes in Wail Street. They rode on the bumpers of freight cars

to Jersey < ity, and were nearly frozen. There they were taken by a patrolman and locked up. Young Pierce tells an amus¬
ing story of his adventures and ambitions. The parents of the boys have been Informed.

and he'd take us along. So we slipped out
at night and Kelly put us on a freight train
In the yard. We stood on the bumpers out
of sight of the brakemen, and the train
started. It was awful cold, and the cars

bumped together like anything, but we

held on tight. The train stopped pretty of¬
ten aud the other fellows thought of get¬
ting off and going back, but I told 'em no.

""When we got to Philly Kelly gave us

the shake. He got off without saying a

word. After that it got colder and colder
on the outside of the cars, and when we'd
k'one a few miles a brakeman saw us and
took us back into the caboose, where we

got warm. When we came to Jersey City
the cop nabbed U3 an' run us in quick.
Next time we go to New York I guess we'll
have money enough to ride in a car and
get back again."

PARENTS OF THE BOYS.
Pierce's father is a plasterer, Mving at

No. 502 East Seventh street, Wilmington.
Joyce's widowed mother lives at No. 617
Lombard street, and young Smith's address
Is No. l(Xi King street. The father of the
last named is a jeweller and in very com¬

fortable circumstances. All the boys have
good homes and no reason for leavng them.
They bad never run away before and had
never been in any trouble.
The police at Headquarters communicated

immediately with the boys' parents. As
soon as they are sent for the boys will be
released without further trouble.

KNOCKED THE DOCTORS DOWN.

Clark Was Winning the Fight When Van
Wegler Sit on Him.

Edward Clark, who Is twenty-one years
old. and lives at One Hundred aud Sev¬
enty-seventh street and Morris avenue,
went to the Fordham Hospital Tuesday af¬
ternoon, suffering from delirium tremens.
When Dr. Scott approached him to make
an examination, Clark knocked him down,
and Drs. Riley and Kilmartin, who were
called in to assist Scott, were also treated
in a jike manner.

Hospital Druggist "an Wegler, who Is
very powerful and weighs three hundred
pounds, was then appealed to,' and soon
had Clark lying on the floor, and sat
on his until he had been put Into a
Rtralghtjacket. The hospital physicians
then found no trouble l*x treating the pa¬
tient.

DEftDLY POISONS!
to discover their antidotes. Nineteenth
century toxicologists, who surpass the
experts of the Middle Ages, give the
results of their labors to the Sunday
Journal only. Order It NOW from your
newsdealer or you will miss it.

pantomime, February 29, at the school
house, No. 267 Heriry street.
Monteflore Home, West One Hundred and

Foft.v-third street, a masquerade ball,
March 1.

FELL SIX STORIES TO DEATH.

Janitor Nicholson Slipped from an Iron
Bridge Connecting Two Buildings.

Michael Nicholson, forty-three years old,
janitor of the building, No. 56 Wall street,
¦while crossing from the sixth floor of that
building on an iron bridge, to the building
at No. 63 Pine street, yesterday, slipped
and fell to the ground, and was instantly
killed.
He struck on a heavy Iron brating. His

skull was crushed to a jelly, and the right
side of the head was cut oft' as clean as
if by a knife. The man lived on the top
floor of the building, with his wife and two
children.

New "Continuous" Converts.
John D. Gilbert, Gus Plxley and the

Misses Lear and Ditt are the^ latest con¬

verts to continuous vaudeville. They will
appear at Doris's Gaiety Theatre next week
in their specialties by arrangement with
Canary & Loderer, who control their ser¬
vices with "The Passing Show."

COMING EVENTS.

Charles Dickens Lodge, No. 827, I. O. O. F.,
will have an entertainment and ball at Ger-
manla Assembly Rooms Sunday evening, March 1.
The closing exercises of the Twenty-third

Ward Evening School, East One Hundred and
Fifty-seventh street, will be held at 8 o'clock
to-morrow night.
A series of four readings will be given during

Lent at the residence of Mrs. A. B. Stone. No.
150 West Fifty-ninth street, by Mrs. Ewing
Winslow. "Early Women Novelists" will be
the subject. The first reading is to be Monday,
March 9.
The Third Division of the Naval Reserve,

Lieutenant William Butler Duncan, Jr., com-
mandint;. will enjoy a "smoker" at the Arena,
West Thirty-first street, the evening of March
6. Among those who are to entertain the guests
are George Caskin, singer; Vess L. Ossman,
banjoist: "Tom" Ballantine, humorist, and Frank
Banta, pianist.
Paul Tyner will give, beginning this evening, a

course of seven lectures on "Eternal Life" in
the lecture room of the Church of the Messdah,
Thirty-fourth street ajid Park avenue. The other
lectures will be delivered April 5, 12, 19, 26,
May 3 and 10.
The Emerald Club will hold its sixth annual re¬

ception and ball at Urbach's, One Hundred and
Seventy-fifth street and Third avenue, Tuesday
evening, March 17. The proceeds are to be do¬
nated to charity.
The Garrick Club will hold a "smoker" at its

clubrooms. No. 113 West Thirty-eighth street,
on Saturday evening, March 28.
A farewell review and a reception will be held

at the Ninth Regiment Armory, No. 221 West
Twenty-sixth street, this evening. Dancing will
commence at 0:30. Military guests are request¬
ed to appear in uniform.
A meeting of the Federation of East Side

Workers will be held this afternoon at 4 o'clock
at No. 339 East Fourth street, when the subjectfor discussion will be "The City as a Social
Laboratory." The principal address will be de¬
livered by William How® Tolman, Ph. 0., gen¬eral agent for the New York Association for Im¬
proving the Condition of the Poor.

husband's room and that the door was
locked. Kersopp got a pass key and opened!
the door.

THE SUICIDE FOUND.
He fonnd Mr. Watson lying on his side,

with his back against the door leading to
the hall, with the blood gushing from a cut
in his throat. There was blood smeared on
the bed, on the floor and spattered about
the wash stand in the corner where the
body lay. A razor, also bloody, was on the
floor a few feet away.
Mrs. Watson was almost prostrated, and

closing the door, Kersopp dashed
down stairs and notified John Reilly,

the night clerk, who summoned Dr.
Townshend. The physician arrived
at about 6:45 o'clock. Mr. Watson
was dead. Coroner's Physician O'Hanlon
arrived soon after and viewed the body,
giving a permit for its removal. Clarence
A. Watson, an elder son, who lives in New¬
ark, was at once sent for, and he and J. H*
Weeks, the manager of Mr. Watson's estab¬
lishment, arrived before noon, and the body
was taken to the undertaking establish¬
ment of John Roth's Sons, at No. 393 Sev¬
enth avenue.
Mr. Watson's business was in a prosper¬

ous. condition. About a year ago he gave up
the active management of business affairs,
but did not retire from business. He was
senior member of the firm of Watson & Co.,
with stores at Nos. 793 and 795 Broad
street and Nos. 166 and 168 Market street.
He was flfty-seven years of age, well

built, with gray hair and mustache. It was
learned that he was of a highly nervous
temperament and occasionally had periods
of depression, but nothing such as suicide
was ever anticipated by those who knew
him.

CANNOT ACCOUNT FOR IT.
Dr. Townshend said yesterday: "There

is no way to account for Mr. Watson's
death beyond that he must have been tem¬
porarily out of his mind. His health was

good and his business in the best possible
shape. I have known him for many years,
and this untimely ending of his life is a
great surprise to me."
Mr. Weeks, who for fifteen years has

been Watson's manager, said: "There
was nothing of a financial nature that
could have brought about Mr. Watson's
suicide. He was a rich man, with a busi¬
ness that paid well."
Clarence Watson likewise could give no

reason for his father's act. lie said
the business of the firm was good, but
that his father had not visited any of the
stores for about a month, having an idea
that, owing to the existence of a rival
firm in Newark, the business had not been
so prosperous as it once was.
Watson was a native of New York State,

but when a boy he entered the clothing
establishment of the late Judge John Mc¬
Gregor in Newark. Later Mr. Watson and
Edward Dunham, a fellow clerk, started
the clothing firm of Dunham & Watson,
on Broad street. Afterward Clarence A.
Watson was taken into the firm.

Newark, N. J., Feb. 26..There was

profound regret expressed here to-day when
it became known that George Watson was

dead. It is known that for a year or
more he thought that some of his neigh¬
bors were taking away his customers.
This was entirely imaginary. It caused
his son Clarence much annoyance, and he
at one time, it is said, threatened to give
up the management of the concern unless
his father ceased grumbling. Nobody here
can give any reason for the suicide.
In addition to carrying on the clothing

bUf^ESSS Mr. Watson was also interested
in flnane!a' matters. He was a director
of the old. Newark Savings Institution,
which failed twice, and this worried him
considerably. He was also at one time a
director of the National State Bank. When
not in New Ycrk he made his home in
Plainfield, where he had* handsome resi¬
dence. He is reputed toTiave left a large
fortune.

WANT THEM EXAMINED

But Mayor Strong Doesn't Favor Extending
Civil Service Regulations.

There was a lengthy conference between
Civil Service Commissioners Godkin, Robin¬
son and Olcott and Mayor Strong yesterday
afternoon on the feasibility of extending
civil service rules to include the Comptrol¬
ler's ollice and the Law, Public Works and
Street Cleaning departments. It was also
proposed to make the Mayor's bond and
warrant clerk and the librarian and ser-
geant-at-arms of the Board of Aldermen
subject to examination under civil service
regulations.
Mayor Strong declared his bond and war¬

rant clerk held confidential relations with
him, and that he had to depend upon him
largely in the matter of approving treasury
warrants. The Mayor said, too, that clerks
and others employed in connection with
the Board of Aldermen could scarcely be
brought within the rules of the Civil Ser¬
vice Commission unless the law was first
changed under which they are now ap¬
pointed by the Board.
The Mayor also said positively that he

could not take action in reference to the
finance and other departments named with¬
out consulting the heads of those depart¬
ments.

BEAT HIS INVALID MOTHER.

Mrs. Washington Lay Unconscious on the
Floor All Night.

John Washington, a colored youth of
eighteen, cf No. 143 West Thirty-second
street, was arraigned in Jefferson Market
Court yesterday, on a charge of having
brutally assaulted his aged and invalid
mother. Washington went home at 1 a.

m. yesterday, and found that his mother
was sitting up waiting for him.
She started to reproach her son for his

dissolute habits when he knocked her
out of her chair. While she was lying
helpless on the floor, he jumped on her
until she became unconscious and then ho
went to his bed on the second floor. The
woman lay unconscious on the floor until
nearly 8 o'clock yesterday morning, when
she was discovered by her niece who had
Washington arrested. The latter said that
he had slapped his mother in the face be¬
cause she had scolded him. Magistrate
Brann held him in $1,000 foV trial.

Irene Weber Seeks Divorce.
Irene Weber, the actress, wants an absolute di¬

vorce from Albert Weber, formerly manager of
the bankrupt Weber Piano Company, and Eugene
H. Pomeroy was appointed referee by Justice
Beach, in the Supreme Court, yesterday to take
testimony in the case. Mrs. Weber, who was
Miss Perry, was married to Weber in July, 1885,
in Philadelphia, after his first wife, a daughter
of Dr. J. W. Clowes, had obtained a divorce.

2!! n.

Suicide George Watson.
He was a wealthy merchant of Newark, N. J. He cut his throat early yesterday

morning at the Gllsey Ho<use, this city, where he has been spending the Winter with
his wife and son. As he was in good health, and his business was prosperous, his friends
are wholly unable to find a cause for the act.

WHITE WINGS CAPS
FOR GUARDSMEN,

Adjutant-General McAlpin Will
Get Up Something Deci¬

dedly New and Chic.

The New Service Headgear Is Pat¬
terned After That of the

Russian Army.
BUT HOW WILL IT BE RECEIVED?

It Resembles the Top Piece of Waring's
Street Sweepers, but Will Be of Blue

Cloth.A New Blouse for
the Officers.

The National Guard Is to have a new cap
for the men and a new fatigue blouse for
the officers. General orders regarding the
undress coat have already been issued from
General Headquarters, in Albany, and the

New Militia Equipment.
As a result of General McAlpin's visit to

Europe the militia of this State are to be
equipped with a new service cap, patterned
after that worn by the Russian regiments of
the line. A new uniform blouse is also being
prepared far officers after the above design.

orders which will bring the Improved head¬
gear into use will soon follow.
The changes in uniform are the direct re¬

sults of Adjutant-General E. A. McAlpin's
recent visit to Europe. The Adjutant-Gen¬
eral went all over the Continent for the
purpose of studying the methods of equip¬
ping European armies and applying the ex¬

perience thus gained to the improvement of
the State troops of New York in this par¬
ticular.
The cap which most pleased Adjutant-

General McAlpin was that worn by the
Russian infantry of the line, and it is this
which will be adopted for the local militia.
Bids for the manufacture of the new cap
in sufficient quantities to supply the entire
National Guard are soon to be called for.
The new caps to some extent resemble

those worn by the employes of the New
York City Street- Cleaning Department,
but they are to be made of blue cloth, with
the visor of black enamelled leather. The
number of the organization and insignia of
the arm of the service are to be of brass,
as at present.
The comfort and durability of the new

style of headgear cannot be questioned,
but there may be some complaints, as there
is about every change in dress in the Na¬
tional Guard.
The only organization in the militia of

the State which is exempt from the inno¬
vations in uniform is the crack Seventh
Regiment, which purchases and owns its
natty gray uniforms.
The State has Ignored the cap now worn

by the men in the regular army, because
its first exposure to rain makes the tip of
the head-piece sag in the middle.
The officers' blouse which the State has

adopted Is a sack coat of dark blue cloth,
trimmed with black mohair braid and oval
buttons. Gold and gilt metal numbers and
letters are used as insignia upon it.

DEFENDANTS DID NOT APPEAR.

They Were in Jail, and So the C. & D.
Canal Company Got Judgment.

Philadelphia, Feb. 26..In the United
States Court to-day, in the case of the
Chesapeake & Delaware Canal Company
against James A. L. Wilson and Henry D.
Lesley, judgment was entered in favor of
the plaintiff for $1,296,390.54 for want of
appearance.
This recalls the startling discoveries

made in July, 1895, that the Chesapeake &
Delaware Company had been the victim
of systematic swindling on the part of J.
A. L. Wilson, the then treasurer, and Hen¬
ry D. Lesley, his predecessor in that office.
The thefts represented a very ingenious
overissue of the bonds of the company,
amounting to about $615,000, and also the
abstraction of a large amount of cash by
a manipulation of the books. As soon as
the discovery of the fraud was made known
Wilson and Lesley became fugitives and
took refuge in Brazil. They were brought
back and upon pleas of guilty were sent
to prison.
tioelet* Have a Decision Reversed.
Decisions handed down by the Appellate

Court yesterday included one reversing
Judge Roescli's judgment in a summary
proceeding brought by Robert and Ogden
Goelet, landlords, against Julia Lawlor and
her under-tenants to recover possession of
No. 93 Bowery. The reversal is based on
the ground that Judge Roesch confined ev¬
idence as to the character of the place for
a period subsequent to October 1. A new
trial was ordered.

'BILL" NYE'SM STORY.
Journal just before the great humorist
died. Published only in next Sunday's
Journal.

WILL AGREE TO BELLIGERENCY.

Two Cuban Resolutions to Be Reported
by the House Committee.

Washington, D. C., Feb. 26..At to-mor¬
row's meeting of the House Committee on

Foreign Affairs, the principal matter un¬

der discussion will relate to the attitude
to be assumed by this Government toward
the Cuban insurgents. At that meeting
the conclusions reached by the sub-commit¬
tee to whom the Cuban correspondence
was referred, will be reported. This sub¬
committee consists of Adams, of Pennsyl¬
vania, and Draper of Massachusetts, Re-
publicans, and Tucker, of Virginia, Demo¬
crat. Several hours were spent by them
in consultation to-day, and it is under¬
stood that before adjourning two resolu¬
tions were agreed to.one favoring a recog¬
nition by tills Government of the belliger¬
ency of the Cubans, and another, more
pacific in character, but looking ultimately
to that end. A member of the full com¬
mittee predicted this evening that at
I hursday's meeting a resolution of bel¬
ligerency will be adopted, unless action
shall bo delayed until the regular hour of
adjournment by a prolonged debate on the
subject.
The discussion of the Cuban Belligerency

resolution was continued in the Senate to¬
day. Mr. White, a member of the Com¬
mittee on Foreign Relations, addressed the
Senate in advocacy of the substitute for
the resolution which he had offered a few
days ago.
There was no Senator, he said, who did

not. sympathize with the struggling pa¬
triots in Cuba.no Senator who would not
be rejoiced to witness the establishment

-5u>e Yjeyv.

yiew.

by the people of that island of a govern¬
ment of their own choice. But. while en¬

tertaining those views and holding their
sympathies, it was important that the Sen¬
ate should proceed in an orderly and con¬
stitutional manner. The passage of the
pending concurrent resolution would have
no effect as an announcement of belliger¬
ency, unless it was presented to the Pres¬
ident ft~d approved by him. The power
did not reside In the two houses of Con¬
gress independently of the President, to
declare belligerency.

KICKED A NEIGHBOR TO DEATH.

George Meehan on Trial on the Charge of

Manslaughter.
In the Criminal Branch of the Supreme

Court yesterday George Meehan was placed
on trial for the murder of Alvin O. Buck,
on May 24 last, in the tenement at No. 8
Jane street. Meehan had gone home Intoxi¬
cated and began to abuse his wife. Her
screams attracted Buck, who told Meehan
to desist from beating the woi ian.

Meehan knocked Buck down ind kicked
him about the head and body.
Jennie Buck, a daughter of the dead muri,.

testified that she heard the noise in Mee-
han's apartments and went upstairs to
learn the cause of the trouble. She found
her father lying on the floor in a pool of
blood. Meehan approached her and said:
"I'm sorry I did it, but I intended to end
the old man."
Other witnesses testified to the beating

Buck received at the defendant's hands.
The prisoner's lawyer, through his cross-
examination, brought out the element of
murder in the first degree In the case. As-
sistant District Attorney Mclntyre said
that the evidence did not warrant a verdict
of a higher degree of crime than man¬

slaughter in the first degree and requested
Justice Keogh to so Instruct the jury.
The case will be resumed at 0 o'clock

this morning and a verdict is expected by
noon.

DATES FOR THE CONVENTIONS.

Republicans Will Elect Delegateson March
16, 18 and 20.

At a meeting of the Republican County
Committee on Organization held Tuesday
night, it was decided to hold the primaries
for the Congressional and Assembly Dis¬
trict conventions on March 16. The Con¬
gressional conventions to elect delegates
to the St. Louis Convention will be held
on March 18, with the exception of the
conventions in the Seventh and Sixteenth
districts. Richmond County is included in
the former district, and no date has been
selected for the convention. In the Six¬
teenth, which includes Westchester Coun¬
ty, the convention will be held at White
Plains on March 19. The Assembly Dis¬
trict conventions to elect delegates to the
State Convention will be held on March 20.
The Committee also decided to reorganize

the Eleventh Election District of the First
Assembly District.
There is a lively fight in the Thirteenth

Congressional District for delegates to the
St. Louis Convention. This district is con¬
trolled by the Brookfield faction, and
among the candidates are William Brook-
fiel, Henry and Edwin Einstein, City
Chamberlain Anson G. McCook and Ed¬
ward Mitchell.

Tried to Steal a. Directory.
William Stockdale, forty years old, with

no home, was arraigned in Jefferson Mar¬
ket Court yesterday by Policeman Beaver
on a charge of larceny, preferred by David
P. Henry, an employe of a large Broadway
clothing house. Henry swore that Stock-
dale had entered the store on Tuesday
afternoon and Walked to a counter upon
which were a number of directories for
the convenience of patrons. When he
thought no one was looking he managed
to detach one of the directories from the
ejifun that held it to the table, and was
about to leave the store, when he was
stopped. Stockdale was held in $500 for
trfii 1.

Moravian Seminary Alumnae Met
There was a large attendance of gradu¬

ates at the first regular meeting of the
New York branch of the Alumnae Associa¬
tion of the Moravian Seminary, held at the
residence of Mrs. F. A. Burnham, wife of
President Burnham, of the Mutual Reserve
Fund Life Asociation, at No. 00 East Sev¬
enty-eighth street. The officers for the cur¬
rent year are: President. Mrs. Louis J.
Boijonl, Jr.; vice-presidents, Mrs. J. H.
King. Mrs. Purd.v, Mrs. McLouglin. Mrs.
Molienhauer and Mrs. F. A. Burnham; cor¬
responding secretary, Mrs. C. M. Ford; re¬
cording secretary, Mrs. E. W. Harrison;
treasurer, Miss Marie Guth.

Police Boaril Cannot Be Heard.
It was reported late yesterday afternoon that

In consequence of the illness of the Comptroller
the meeting of the Board of Estimate and Ap¬
portionment, scheduled for to-day, has been post¬
poned indefinitely. It v.-as expected that Com¬
missioner Andrews would reply to Mr. Fitch's
scathing remarks on the bad habits of the Police
Board in making illegal expenditures and then
asking the Board of Estimate to violate the law
to help them out. The Police Board feel par¬
ticularly aggrieved over Mr. Fitch's accusation
that they had rendered themselves liable to In¬
dictment for misdemeanor, and it is for this that
war will be declared upon the Comptroller at
the next meeting of the Board of Estimate.

Mn^t Go to Sprinwfleld, 111., for Trial.
Judge Brown, in the United States Circuit

Court, yesterday handed down an order direct¬
ing the removal of George Carson and Sidney
Yennie. the alleged post office robbers, tc
Springfield, 111., to answer to the charge of rob¬
bing the post office there on April 3 la3t. Th«
prisoners will be turned over to the Govern
inent authorities at Springfield. The men an
said to have been associates of Allen, Killorar
and Russell, the post office robbers who escanec
from Ludlow Street Jail last July.

A THIEF IN AN
JW GALLERY.

Painting by Miralla, Valued at
$800, Cut Out of

Its Frame.

The Loss Not Discovered Before the
Robber Had Carried the Can¬

vas Safely Away.
TWO CLEWS WERE LEFT BEHIND.

Gloves and an Umbrella Identified by an

Employe Who Saw Them in the Pos¬
session of an Old Lady Who

Liked That Picture,
A particularly daring robbery took plac®

shortly after noon yesterday in the art
gallery of Bloomingdale Brothers, at Third
a\enue and Fifty-ninth street. An oil
painting by Miralla, entitled "Fishing"
and valued at $800, was cut from ita
frame and carried off without detection.
The canvas was hung in a rear room

opening off the gallery proper, which had
become too small to hold all the pictures
on exhibition. In the main room is hung
Oertel's "Rock of Ages" and a number of
landscapes by George Inness, but owing to
the many visitors there it would have been
practically impossible to get away witti
one of these.
Miss Nettie Van Norden, who Is em¬

ployed in the photographing department,
yesterday noticed a pleasant-faced old lady,
who seemed to be intently studying the
Miralla. There -was no one else in the
rear room at the time, and the visitor stood
beiore the painting for several minutes.
She was dressed in black and wore a large
cape.
Miss Van Norden paid little attention to

her, and it was not until the theft had been
discovered that she recalled the circum¬
stance. Manager Louis DIebner, of the art
department, had left the building to get
his lunch about 12:30 p. m. He said he
was certain that at that time the picture
was still in its frame.
rle returned an hour later and discovered

that a thief had been at work. The can¬
vas was only 13x21 inches and could have
been easily carried away under a cape or
an overcoat. Manager DIebner at once
notified the police of the East Sixty-seventh
Street Station, and Detective Lang was

sent to the store.
1 he only clews he was able to discover

were an old pair of black cloth gloves and
an old umbrella in the photographing room.
These were identified by Miss Van Norden,
who said she had seen them in the old
lady's possession. The detective came to
the conclusion that the old lady had dis¬
carded them that she might have her hands
free to remove the picture.

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL.

It Is .Reported to the Senate with an

Increase of $3,500.
Washington, Feb. 2(5..Th" Army Appro¬

priation bill was reported to the Senate this

morning. It has been increased but $3,500*
the total amount of the bill as reported be¬
ing $23,279,402.73. The estimate called for
$24,093,276, while the act for the current
fiscal year appropriates $23,252,208. The
bill as reported carries an appropriate
$26,794 greater than tile act for the curre

fiscal year and $813,873 less than the esti¬
mates.
The Senate committee struck out the

House provision which prohibits, hereafter,
the retention of any of the pay of enlisted
men, on the ground that it was new legis-
lation. For years this bill has carried an

appropriation of $1,000 for additional paV
to the officer in charge of the public build¬
ings and grounds In Washington. This was
omitted by the House and inserted by the
Senate committee. The committee also in¬
serted in the bill a provision that no en¬

listed man, discharged by order of the Sec¬
retary of War for disability caused by his
own misconduct, shall be entitled to trav¬
elling allowance.

HE RODE A STOLEN BICYCLE

This Led to tho Arrest of Conductor Who
Robbed Express Cars.

Philadelphia, Feb. 26..L. L. Bull, of this

city, conductor of a Itoyal Blue Line train
on the B. & O. Railroad, was arrested
to-day on the charge of stealing goods
from express cars. Bull confessed his guilt.
He was placed under $1,000 bail for a
further hearing.
For some time past ears of the United

States Express Company have been en¬

tered while in motion, boxes and packages
broken open and their contents strewn
about the floor. Many articles have been
stolen, but it is believed that the search
has been principally for packages contain¬
ing money and jewels.
Bull has been a trusted employe of the

company for a number of years. Tho
only article traced directly to Bull is a
bicycle, on which the unsuspecting con¬
ductor rode this morning from his home to
the railroad station. One of the detectives
stated to-day that about five years ago,
«Mill. Hull was en)|. oyed as a baggage
master, one of the cars was robbed of
diamonds valued at $4,000.

Resced from an ley Itath.
Andrew Christiansen, who Is employed

on the barge Mary Ann, fell Into the East
River early yesterday morning at the foot
of Iiivington street. After clinging to the
pier for nearly five minutes his cries were
heard by Policeman Curran, who got him
out with a rope. Christiansen had intend¬
ed paying a visit to a friend Hans Jansen,
who works and sleeps on the lighter C. <Ss
T. lying at the foot of Rivington street.
In getting aboard he slipped on the plank
stretched out to the lighter and fell into
the Icy water.

Boy Train Wreckers Indictetd.
Utlca, N. Y., Feb. 26..The Grand Jury that

has been sitting in this city about three weeka
to-day handed Up thirty-one indictments. Among
them were live for murder in the first decree.
Four were against the young train wreckers ot
the fast mail, and the other against Constan¬
tino, an Italian, who shot a fellow-countryman
in the street a few weeks ago.
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