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FITZSIMMONS

IN REPOSE.

Bkatched by Cartoonlst Davenport w hile the champion heavywelght pugilist
was telllng the story of his fight with Maher in the Journal office yesterday after-

noon.

_Fitz’s Own Story.

It was not konown to elther Maher or my-
self that we were (o fght on Mexican soll,
and T bad pledged my word with the Gov-
ernor of Chlhuahua and the Mayor of Juares
not to fight within the Mexlean border. This
1 did on Btuart's assurance that we would
fight In the United States. It was some-
thing of a surprise to me to cross the Rio
Grande near Langtry, and still more disap-
poluting to fiud that the ring, which had
been plteched, measured just fifteen feet
BQure.

This was evidently In favor of a rushing
fighter like Maher, bot I accepted the gltua-
tion.

Whatever may be sald to the contrary,
it was evidently Maher's Intentlon to fight
me according to any tactles, whether cov-
ered by or contrary to the rules of the
ring. This was proven ecorly in the fight.
Previous to the call of time, while we
were in the centre of the ring, Referee
Siler Instructed ‘us to break away at the
word and avold pousibllity of foullng. I
answered that Peter ;mﬂ I had fought be-
fore, and Intended to make thia a square
battle, on its merlts. Maher expressed the
same seutiment.

In the first clinch. Maher threw hils left
hand around my neck and dealt me a heavy
right hand swing that dazed nie for a sec-
anil.  Recoveritng quickly, Julian appealed
to tte referee, who came over and cautioned
‘Maher, saying: *If you do that agaln I
will give the fight against you," Boon after-
ward, while Peter was swinging right and
left at me, he repeated the same trick with
lils loft, but I kept my heud awny.

MAHER'S THIRD FOUL.

In alinost the ext eclineh, he slot his
right into my shi rt ribs twiee in suecession,
agnin foullng me. While he was taking hia
left from I8 hold behind my néck. he pre-
pared to swing his right for my Jaw,
theipated the move and was crouched close
In, With my left T warnled off his right
snd swung iy body around to land mny
riglt, which was bent at the elbow, and
which I did not straighten out, but brnug?t

up with a gulek joit. half swing, half up-'

perout,

2o sure swas I of landing the blow In
the rlght spot that 1 do not mmember fol-
lawing It with my eye to see If It bad done
Its work.

During the fight there were only two
blows landed which wers worthy of the
nime, One was the foul blow Maher put
on my jaw, und the other was that which
flulshed him. The left which he was sald to
have secured first blood on was only =
gtraight blow that landed lightly on the
slde of the c¢hin, and which I ¢ountered
In the same manner. There was no blood
in the fight. Maher's only mark was an
abrased  gpot that showed a trifle red
where I hit him, I cume out of the battle
without a mark.

EXPECTED A SHORT TIGHT.

I knew It was golng to be a short fight,

and sald T would surely win within two

rounds. It was easy for me to watch for
my opportunity and land the telling blow
at any time that would present Itself, 1
went right at him In his own game, and
rushed matters myself, Instead of letting
him do the aggressive work.

When I went into Peter's corner he clear-
Iy acknowledged that he han been beaten
and had not a word to say about poor con-
ditlon. In fact, I think his condition was
beétter than during our first fight, agd 1
am certaln he has lnproved wonderfully
finee that affair in New Orleans. Peter's
talk of wanting another cliance must be
an after thought, for he evidently félt that
he had bern given chanece enough,

1 won the world's heavywelght chnmplgu-
ship and I won It without golng out of
the middlewelght class, for my welght
was just 157 pounds—one pound within the
Itmit. Therafore T am justified In clalm-
ing both titles.

CORBETT MUST LEARN PATIENCE.

It 1s a mistake to suppose that I am not
golng to meet Corbett in the ring. On the
contrary, I Intend to fight bim, but will
take my own time about slgning an lgreq-.s-1
ment, jnst &8 he did when our positions
wers reverst.'d.‘

I'am now champion and be the challenger,
#0 that he may expect me to do a littls
of the dictating which he has always con-
tended belongs to the holder of the title,
I have Deen In training for seven months,
and belleve I am entitied to & rest, T ghall
take one, at all events, and Mr. Corbett's
talk of “forcing me to fight at once” wiil
have no effeet upon my present plans.

" He has stated, T believe, that he Intends
to seek a personal Ioterview with me.

He will not seek in waln. If he wants to

EXGHANGE OF

STRAIGHT LEFTS.

According to Fltzsimmons's explanation, while assuming this pose In the Journal

office yesterdny aftermoon, these blows landed wery lightly.

In this exchange

Maher was accorded Arst Blood, but this I8 denled by Fltzsitomons. It has been
_ltatqsn &t Maber's punch luuded on Fity's nose. No blood was draws durlog the

KNOCK-OUT JOLT THAT MADE FITZ CHAMPION.

This Is the blo v that won the champlonship for Fitssimmons, duplicated in pose b y himself In the Journal office yosterday af-
ternoon, Maher hnd just delivered two body blows in a clinch, and was attempting to swing his right for the jaw. Flizsim-
mons warded off the swing, and, with bis arm drawn back, swung his body a5 he pushed it hulf upward, Balf luwdrd.

bave a talk with me, I am ready to Hsten
to him, and will treat him exactly as the

about terms under which we should meet,

—
munner In which he brosches the subject I
I'am resdy to discuss the mutter with him.

warrants. If he comes to ascertaln my ideas

A STUDY OF FITZSIMMONS'S HEAD.

‘Dr. O'Sullivan, the celebratod medico-logal expert, sitting In the _Jhumnl_attli'ce while this sketeh was made, found many fea-
tures In the fighter’s fuclal expression that indleate qualities seemingly at variabee with the aecepted idea of pugnucity. Bhrewd.

ness ls typified, destructiveness and force are lndicated. guickness of action is expressed. but an absence of combativencss s notlce-
gble, 4 Tige i Y
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Fltzslmmons deseribes the hlow as the

lng botH hands “out of actlon.”
with his left hand and swung his right on
eaused a knockout.

MAHER’S FIRST FOUL

L=

BLOW.
only one lnanded by Maher durlng the Ggh®

which had any effect upon him, He admits that it dazed him for a brief perlod. It
was dellvered while ‘the men were breaking away from a elineh, Fiteslmmons bhav-

Muoher retalned his hold on his adversary's neck

Fltzsimmons's jaw. The blow might bhave

But If his announcement is Intended as a
threat of personal vlolence, he will be re-
gponaible for anything that may happen.

This much I will say about a meetlng
with Corbett: I will enly fight him before
a recognized and responsible elub. I Bave
gotten through with wild gonse chases and
forced marches to ohascure battle grounds
and filghts from the local authoritles. 1f it
had not been for the friends I made In the
South I should now be langulshing in a
Mexican jall

My future plans I do not care to discuss
until they have been completed. One thing
I8 certain, thongh. Mr. Corbett must prove
that he I8 worthy of my steel; that he is
still a firsi-class pugllist, before he meets
me. He cannot force me to a mateh on his
terms, but must llsten to mine,

I hove fonght my way to the champlon-
ships by defeating the men who held them
while they were at thelr best, not by walt-
Ing until they had become easy marks, I
am prepared to hold the titles by fighting

for them.
Another thing which 1 want to set stralght

is tha Idea given by Corbett's utterances
that I am a foreigner. This {8 not true, for
I am ® cltlzen of the United States, having
declared mr\in:entlons befors my fight with
Hall, T have always worn the Btars and
Btripes as my colors elnce getting my first
papers, and will always continue to do so.
I am agalnst gecking o battle ground in an-
other country if it can be avolded. Ameriea
Is good enough for e, every tims,

The Fight in Pose.

It was while Fltzslmmons was fllustrat-
ing his fight with Maher Lefore the artists
| that he became a study. His lithe, pers
Tous movements were accenunted by the
eamestuess with which he took up poses
with a member of the steff. In fact, =0
quickly dld his attitudes change that he
was a diMeunlt subject for the camern or
the pencll

“When Maher flrst fouled me,” sald the
lanky, bullet-headed chnmpion, “he did It
| ltke this. We bond been clinched and be
| thréw hls arm around my neck," plocing
| his mssistant in the attitude assumed by
| Maher, “and swung Lls right on my jaw,
| The blow duzed me, I'll admit, and 1 ap-
pealet to the referce.

“Then 1 bhroke ground, but kept half
crouched, waiting. for the opealng. I led
lmwoy left and he countered—llke that. This
{15 the blow they sald moade my nose ™
| but it didn't, 1 have a habit, that yo
iinve notlebd; of draowing iy Huve w
my- nose. durite & fight. aff nost teues
|and I cannot break myself og It any more
than Larry Foley conld stop brushing back
hix halr while sparring. Rubblug made my
upper lip red, but It was not blood.

“The next chenee Maber got he fouled

me agdln, It wae the left that came over
this time. While we were sparriog, T kept
my arms A trifie wide sapart, and he pame

In to a elinch after I had feinted with oy
left, llke thils., The sccond dellberate fo
made me ugly, but I sald nothing abont It,
going at him in close guaghers.

“Then Peter came :m‘_lldng e}
left, and when I got In cioss, s
agaln by the back of the neck—so—and pent
his rlght luto my ribs for two short-arm
blows that bad enough stenm in them to
deny any storles of inck of condition. Whila
Maber was drawing kis left arm from my
neck—ihat's {t—he prepared to swing his
right on my Jaw—a lttle wider, please—
that's right. 1 threw up the blow with my
forearm and swung my body in bebhind my
right, brought back to a shert reach—like
that*

It was well for his sssistant in the posa
that Fite Judged his distance well, bhut even

with the care used, the other model L
suggestion of the kuockout that ‘Il his
testh unplensantly und set his thinking ap-

paratus to work on & culenlation of whet
might have bappened If the big freckled
fist that rested just on the left slde of his
Jaw had been pushed with all the force of
that hurly shoulder.

FOUL ON

in pose by Fitzslmmons in the Journal ofice  yesterday afternoon.

THE WIND.

There were two of these, gquickly following ench other ufter a clinch, illustrated

As 4 the

first foul Msher had not actually withdrawn or “broken away” when he sent his
‘right twlce Into Fliz's short ribs, It was the tuird foul, and Maher followed It with .
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the attempted right-band swing the counter of which was the knockout blow.
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