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h SAVAGE
WHO GjlN'T BE CONQUERED.

*

The Barbarian King
of yityssinia, Whose

Barefooted Warriors
Crushed the Moderq

jlrmy of Italy.
A savage barbarian King who can cut to pieces a well

equipped European army and overturn the ministry of a civ¬
ilized government is an interesting person. What couldn't
this barefooted savage and his naked warriors do if they
had modern arms and discipline and the King himself had
the advantage of a military education?

Menelek, the dusky king of the Abys-
slnlans, has suddenly sprung into fame by
Inflicting a crushing blow upon the Italian
forces, which sought to bring him to sub-
mission. This semi-barbarian who rules a
large area of Africa just to the south of the
Soudan and bordering partly on the Red
Sea, is the first African of modern times to
show fighting qualities of a high order and
true military skill in handling large masses
of men.
By wiping out a whole Italian army al¬

most at a single blow, King Menelek has
taught a lesson to European powers. The
world has just witnessed the abject sub¬
mission of King Prempeh, on the other
Side of Africa, who surrendered himself and
his kingdom to the British without strik¬
ing a blow.
But here Is a man of another metal who

does not propose to be robbed under the
guise of "colonization," and who Is ap¬
parently capable of maintaining his inde¬
pendence Indefinitely. Menelik is not such
a stupid and Ignorant savage as King
Prempeh of Ashantee.

J he Abysslnians have a curious form of
civilization which antedates Christianity.
There is a large admixture of Caucasian
blood among them.
King Menelek claims to be descended

fiom the Queen of Sheba. Abyssinia Is
alleged to be the Sheba of Scripture, and
the blood of King Solomon, It Is claimed,
runs through the royal house.
The Queen of glieba after her visit to

King Solomon was followed by a large
number of Jews upon her return to Abys¬
sinia. Numerous Greeks and Portuguese
subsequently took up their residence ..in the.
Kojjntry, and these became absorbed among
the native population.

characteristic African features are
almost wholly missing among the Abys¬
slnians. They havd|)intelllgence, stability
of chax-acter, courage, skill and qualities
of endurance not to be found in any of the
races of pure negroes.

I hese perhaps are some of the reasons

why the Abyssinians refuse to give up
their country to a foreigner without a

struggle, and why they have shown sol¬
dierly qualities that will make them every¬
where respected because they will be
feared. The Italians had no rights in
Abyssinia as against the Abysslnians.
But King Menelek knew that the Eu¬

ropean powers were carrying on a system
of legalized robbery in Africa under the
name of "colonization," and that posses¬
sion of his country was to be enforced by
Italy at the point of the bayonet. In
order to give a color of local support to
their proceedings they organized a native
soldiery. This was almost w<*tthless, how¬
ever, for fighting purposes.
Menelek organized the warriors of Abys¬

sinia. By annihilating the army of General
Baratieri he has now made himself secure

upon his throne.
King Menelek has at the same time taught

the soldiers of Europe a lesson which they
have had many opportunities to learn, but
which seem to have been lost upon the
Italians. The latter made the fatal mis¬
take of fighting In Abyssinia according to
European, Instead of Abyssinian methods.
King Menelek's followers took every ad¬

vantage of their topographical surrounding,
Just as the Indians do in the West. They
hid in the passes and crevices of the moun¬

tains, with which their country is plenti¬
fully supplied, and drew the enemy Into
ambush by ingenious and plausible
schemes. Then an enormous army, appar¬
ently formless and ignorant of tactics,
sprang as if out of the ground. Means of
attack that are strikingly novel were used.
Rifles, shot-guns, spears and sabres were

employed by the half-savage hordes of King
Menelek and huge boulders were rolled
down from the mountains upon the helpless
Italian troops below.
This signal victory is the greatest mili¬

tary event in the history of Abvssinia
which stretches far back beyond the dawn
of European civilization. No African sov¬

ereign of modern times has ever achieved a

triumph against European arms compara--
ble to this.i_- ( ,
Menelek's prestige is now so great that

many students of African conditions see In
him a possible redeemer of that continent
from European domination. In any event
he is a man of power, who has suddenly
arisen to disturb the peaceful dreams of
conquest and possession Indulged In by
Frajice, England, Germany. Belgium, Por¬
tugal and other European governments
with African ambitions. King Menelek has
called a halt upon the mad game of seizure
and confiscation In Africa which these gov¬
ernments have been carrying on.
King Menelek is no old man whose early

death may be looked for to throw his im¬
mense dominions open to wild scrambling
by Europeans. He is a comparatively
young man and he comes from a famllv of

Wtr,rk)r^10f Wh,0h he ,s now the greatest.
The King Is surrounded by many em¬

blems of barbaric splendor. On either side
of King Menelek, when he goes with his
troops to command in battle, a slave car¬
ries an umbrella.
These royal umbrellas are ornamented.

They are of a bright, rich red, and have
heavy fringes of gold and silver around
the edge.
A knob of gold surmount* the top of each

umbrella. The purpose of these two um¬

brellas, which are carried on either side
of King Menelek In battle, Is to distinguish
him, and Incidentally to shade him from
the fierce African sun.
Menelek in battle wears an enormous hat.

This royal hat Is hereditary among the
male descendants of the Queen of Sheba.

It looks somewhat like a big sombrero,
and Is flat crowned, with a wide, stiff brim.
Nobody but King Menelek among the Abys¬
sinian troops is permitted to wes' a hat
like this.
He has frequently been seen, however, In

battle without this hat, but with a barbaric
fringe of feathers, ivories and gold and sil¬
ver pins sticking from his hair. King Men¬
elek has been described by one who saw
him as "a burly ruffian." Certainly his
features are not what would be described
in a young ladies' seminary as "refined."
Thick lips are about the only feature of

his face strongly suggestive of his negro
blood. His skin is very dark and he has a

chin showing determination.
A thick beard surrounds his jaws and a

mustache ornaments his upper lip. In
striking contrast with his dark, almost
black hat and his dusky skin, is the great
white sheet, or mantle, which lie wraps
around him.
The Abyssinlans are fond of red, black

and white. White is a royal color In
Abyssinia, and Menelek's mantle is big
enough to make two sheets for the largest
bed in the world. This he gathers about
him In stately fashion when he walks.
Throwing aside this glistening mantle,

the King of Abyssinia reveals himself as a

strong-built, powerful savage. One of the
most striking characteristics of his dress is
an enormous silver wristlet that reaches
from the elbow to the wrist of his right
arm.

This proclaims him to his troops as the
slayer of many warriors in battle. A simi¬
lar wristlet Is worn by many of his leading
chieftains.
King Menelek rides a horse that Is almost

weighted down by an elaborate harness,
ornamented with gold, silver and precious
stones. His horses are the finest Arabian
thoroughbreds and he owns hundreds of
the best specimens in Africa. These horses
can climb the steepest and rockiest moun¬
tains In Abyssinia.
The skin of the black leopard, as well

as lion skin, also figures conspicuously In
the dress of King Menelek. These he has
lined with scarlet cloth and fitted with
amulets.
He has a gorgeous cloak made of the

skin of a black-maned lion and set with
precious stones, having an immense clasp
of gold. The elaborate wardrobe of this
barbaric chieftain, whose prowess has now
astonished Europe, likewise Includes a
cloak made from the skins of the unborn
calf, which have a peculiar lustre like that
of velvet. He also possesses fleeces of
sheep of marvellous beauty and delicacy
that are used in his war tents for rugs and
coverlets.
His sword, which he carries on the right

side of his body, has a handle richly orna¬
mented with gold and precious stones and
shaped somewhat like that of a Bedouin.
The blade, however, after running narrow
and straight for a distance of two feet,
suddenly turns almost at a right angle
and broadens out.
Singularly enough the edge of the sword

is on the Inside. This makes it a sort of
sickle or reaper. This form of sword is
very common among Abyssinian warriors,
who are expert swordsmen.
King Menelek makes pretensions to edu¬

cation and refinement superior to those of
any other African potentate. He reads
and writes the native language and is
familiar with geography and history. He-
even makes a claim to a crude form of
Christianity. His pretensions to ancient
lineage are such as to throw those of every
European sovereign Into the shade.
King Menelek rules his dominions, which

Jfye Barbariai? of /Ibyssipia.

the Italians have tried to take from him,
with a rod of iron, which Is now stronger
than ever. Millions of men bow the knee
to him.
He is a man of enormous wealth, for

everything in Abyssinia theoretically be¬
longs to the king, who Is supposed to hold
flocks, herds and some lands in trust for his
people. He Is the ruler of many feudatory
tribes whose hereditary chieftains acknowl-
edege him as ruler and make him anrTual
tribute.
This tribute sometimes takes the form

of young women, who in Abyssinia grow
to a rare and exquisite beauty. There are
some of the mountain tribes of Abyssinia
whose people are light-polored and whose
women are famous throughout the East for
their delicate complexions, exquisite figures
that have no trace of negro ancestry und
eyes of ravishing beauty.
Young unmarried girls of the hill tribes

dress tneir hair In a manner that makes

it stand out like an Immense fluffy ball
about the head. This can only be done by
those that are light in color.
Many of King Menelek's favorites, who

languish in his seraglio at his capital,
come from among these people as presents
from mountain chieftains. Others of the
Abyssinian women are darker and dress
the hair like Nubians and Egyptians, hav¬
ing also tattooing on their breasts and
shoulders.
King Menelek wears a turban of white

silk under his hat and his hair Is black.
His body is frequently anointed by his
numerous servitors, and oils and rare per¬
fumes are carried for his use from place
to place.
The Tigre women, among his slaves,

wear a vast number of ornaments of sil¬
ver, which is a common metal In Abys¬
sinia. They have chains wound around
the neck, numerous silver or gilt bracelets,
and small bells hung about their ankles.

So warlike are the Abyssinlans that beau¬
tiful girls are presented as gifts to suc¬
cessful fighters, and a chieftain who has
once been beateu is socially boycotted by
his people. Tlgre, Amhara and Shooa are
the principal sub-kingdoms over which
Menelek rules. These, however, are di¬
vided from each other by numerous tribes
aver which Menelek's sway is absolute.
King Menelek has strengthened the rule
of his house In Abyssinia. He is to-day
the most powerful native potentate in
Africa and the greatest African warrior
of modern times.
An illustration of the ability of King

Menelek is the first defeat he inflicted
upon the Italians. About three months
ago he surrounded five companies of their
troops. He killed 700 men and a few es¬
caped to Makalie. He then besieged that
town and reduced it, but allowed the gar¬
rison to evacuate the place with their arms
and baggage.
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WOMEN'S FEET
ARE JILL GROWING LARGER.

It is perhaps unpleasant to learn that women's feet are

growing bigger, but it is, however, important to know
this. If the facts narrated below were true of Chinese wo¬

men, they would precipitate the greatest national convul¬
sion that ever disturbed the Chinese Empire.

Each Year ShoWs a

Women's feet are growing larger. This
is just as true of the belles of the 400 as

it is of the women to whom the washtub
renders existence possible. Reporters for
the Journal have talked with the men of
New York who represent the shoe trade,
and they all admit the fact of larger femi¬
nine feet.
The reason for this change is ascribed to

different causes, but the strangest fact,
and probably the one most correct, is that
the women themselves are responsible for
having to wear larger foot coverings. Not
so strange, perhaps, when it is considered
that common sense has forced them to it,
for small shoes formerly caused a world of
aches and pains that vanished with the
advent of present methods.

It is plain, however, from what the shoe
men say, that the average size of shoes for
the feminine gender has gone up three

Eoints. Some of the pleasant deceptions
y the means of which women were for¬

merly beguiled into wearing shoes which
fitted them, have been improved upon in
the interest of humanity. The "French
size" plan is the most general, this being
a system of numbering known only to the
manufacturer and dealer, which literally
means more than It indicates.
Outdoor exercise and the general ten¬

dency of woman to emancipate herself
from the perpetual hibernation within four
walls or the interior of a carriage has had
a great deal to do with causing a change
that, from th2 standpoint of health, is de¬
cidedly agreeable. The feet have simply
undergone a natural development.that is
all. Of course, the chiropodist's course
is not strewn with quite as much gold as
formerly, but that is, in one way, a cause
for congratulation, as it means a conse¬
quent decrease in pain.
There are so many ills that badly fitting

shoes really have a great deal to do with
that it is a wonder the average size has
not gone up before. For instance, failing
eyesight is one trouble which tight slioes
may cause; rheumatism is another, and so
it goes, until the category becomes appal¬
ling. Women still hesitate about owning
up to large feet, but to themselves have
admitted the soft impeachment is correct.
Mr. H. Saidler, of Andrew Alexander's

establishment, being interrogated on the
subject, said: "The advance in sizes has
been very noticeable in our store for five
years, and has been gradually increasing
for twice that length of time. This house
sells larger sizes than ever before, and to
the same trade. We used occasionally to
sell a 7 or an 8; now we sell many of
them. We make 9s and 10s to special
order. Misses of ten and twelve years of
age now wear larger shoes than girls of
that age used to wear. I cannot account
for this. It may be due to.the decay of
the practice of wearing tight shoes, result¬
ing from successive lessons in physical
culture, for women and girls take more of
that sort of exercise than they used to."
Mr. H. H. Bullivant. of E. C. Burt <Jt Co.,

one of the largest manufacturers of ladies'
fine shoes, had this to say: "We have
noticed an advance in sizes everywhere
and have talked about it among ourselves.
I think Pacific Coast women wear the nar
rowest shoes, Boston women the flattest,
New Orleans women the shortest, Chicago
women the largest all around, and Phi^i
delphia women much the same as those ol
New York, the feet of the latter being
called 'pretty' by the shoe inen. The
demand for heavier soles, which we art
now making, is a sensible movement.
"We used to run our sizes from 1 to (

and 7. An 8 was an unheardof size with
us. Now we make more 8s than 2s. Real
ly, there are very few Is and 2s made anj
more.
"Retail dealers are compelled to resort t<

some sort of subterfuge to please theii
fastidious customers, who either do no-
know or will not acknowledge that theii
feet have grown larger. One notable in
stance of this is the 'French size,' i

system of marking which is understood be
tvveen the manufacturer and the trade
The retailer has a certain number, whicl
is his secret mark, put upon the shot':
made for him. One house will have 46
another 34. and so on. These numbers ar(
added to the real number, at the factory
The salesman understands perfectly, whei
he finds that a woman has outgrown he

number, that he must resort to his 'Fren1 h
sizes ' If he would keep his tustomer.

ONE WAY TO CORRECT AN EVIL.
"The difficulty is also overcome In an¬

other way. As far as the heel and shank
of the shoe are concerned, we will make
it a certain size.say 4.and call it 4, and
sell it for 4, when it is really built out on
the toe until it is a 5 or 6 in length. Since
it is as much a 4 as anything else, and as
the smaller the number the better the wo¬
men are pleased, it makes no'
which you call it, and we give the smaller
number. This way of fitting by number
Is more rigid in the East than it ib La
the West."
Mr. Vail, manager for William Arnold, a

Fifth avenue dealerr said he had noticed
the increase in size of women s shoes tor
several years. "I think it is because, sa d
he, "the shoes are so long. A\e have to
take a 4 model and build It on to the toe
and make It really a 5. Tryto get a

woman to buy that, and she would not have
It, if we called it a 5. It is a 4 foot, or

used to be. You can't get a woman to ad-m?t she used to wear a 3, and now wears
a 5. Five years ago the sizes ran from 1 to
6%: now they run from 2% to 7. We make
some 9s and have one customer at 9Va, but
that is our largest size."

ir-onoUMr T. F. Fleming, manager for Francis
O'Neill, one of the largest retail manufac¬
turers for his own trade in the I nlted
States, Indorsed the assertion regarding the
growth of sizes. We are more certaai
selling large sizes now than ever, he said.
"We have noticed and commented ontbis
enlargment of women's feet

W«dates from perhaps ten years back. \\o
do not find any particular difl »'reuce in
sizes In different localities It used to'be
that we considered a 5B quite a large shoe.
Vow we do rot think that a 6 or <B is very
laree Our sizes used to run from 1 h to
they now run from 3 to 7. We make more

Ss than formerly, and sometimes make IK
but the medium popular sizes aie from 3 to
3, and all slender.
OUTDOOR EXERCISE ON LARGE 1 EET.
"In my opinion, the reaBoii oi the *

largment of feet is- that there has b«en au

increase in outdoor exercise; that women
do more walking and play more outdoor
games, which may in some measure account
for It. They don't seem to care for small
sizes as much as they used to."
Mr. O F. CXnintz, manager of the shoe

department of Stern Brothers, said: "We
have noticed the change in sizes. I have
been selling shoes for twenty years, and
the demand for larger shoes is Increasing.
We used to make shoes as small as 1 and
2 They now run from 4 to 7Mi- if a larger
size is "needed, we make it to ord"r. YV c
had thirty-six hundred pairs of Oxford ties,
every pair costing $4 to manufacture, the
sizes running 1, 1Vi *n(l -. with narrow
toes. We are trying to sell them at eighty-
flve cents, to get rid of them, aud will not
order small sizes any more."

.Andrew Prentice, shoe buyer for R. H.
Macv & Co., said that within the past few
months the sale of big shoes had greatly
Increased. 'It has been so great," said he,
"that we have had occasion to remark on
the increased demand for large sizes. Or
course, the long, pointed toe has some¬
thing to do with it, but even setting that
aside, there seems to be an unusual de¬
mand for large sizes. We carry 7 and 7%.
We sell 8's and 9's to special order. Last
week we sold a pair of 8 D."

A STEADY GROWTH APPARENT.
Mr. J. Slater, a Broadway dealer, whose

trade Is world-wide, said in reply to in¬
quiries: "My customers are wearing from
one to two sizes larger than they did. We
have noticed this fact for six years. A
lady who used to wear a 4 A, will now
wear 4% B. Our sizes used to run from I
to 0; they now run from 3V4 to 7. ue
carry some 8's, and make larger sizes to
order We have a half dozen customer*
who wear 9's. We have three customers in
10's and one who wears an 11. Here Is t.ie
No. 11 last. It is not a wide nor heavy
foot, but very long. The lady is ?JJT tall
over 6 feet high." Placing it on his meas¬
uring stick, It just covered twelve linear
inches.

. ."I think the long, narrow shoe, he con¬
tinued. "has a tendency to elongate the
foot. Then, women walk more, play golf
and tennis, and ride their wheels and lake
all sorts of outdoor exercise.'

rriunr.Mr. F. Beamish, manager for Hilton,
Hughes & Co., said he had noticed for live
vears that women's feet were growing
larger. "Five years ago," said he. 4 ana
4V, were the average sizes. Now the
average is 5 to 5y2. Such a thing as 7 and
S sizes were unknown to our trade the ,

bur now we Carry them all the time. ^ emakeTs and »%'. to order, and have a cus¬
tomer for whom we make a 10 shoe. Her
foot, however, is very narrow.
"To illustrate the increase fn sizes, just

one vear ago, when we closed out our
wholesale stock, we had o.^^herepairs of fine shoes, inl s, 1M> > and -^s. i lie e
was not a pair that cost less than $4, ana
manv of them cost $5 and $6 a pair. e

advertised them all over New \ork and
within a radius of fifty miles around as
well as all through the South, to sell at 95
cents a nalr We had made every effort todispose of them before, but without re¬sult Our loss was great, and we make no
more small shoes.

A PATTERN MAKER'S VIEW OF IT.
There is no person connected with the

shoe industry whose knowledge of a change
in the demand for certain sizes is more

accurate than the pattern maker. Mr. O.
J Olden, who has been In the business
thirty years, said he had noticed a very
decided increase in the size of shoes worn

by"Son'1e "ten or twelve years ago. when
we took orders for ladies' shoes, he said
"sizes were reported generally from - to >

In the narrow widths, which would be A
and B, and to 7 on C, D and b. Now
our orders generally run on fewer grades.
In narrow widths they commence on AA
and B, running from 1 to 7. On the C,
D and E, and occasionally EE, they run
from 1 to 8, and on E and DD frequently
run to 9. which was something unheard of
a few years ago. Ladles that wanted an
8 shoe in those days had to give their meas¬
ure and have a private last made.
"I attribute the change to outdoor exer¬

cise which has increased greatly. rhs
growth lias been noticeable since women
have taken to walking, and also since th*
introduction of the common sense shoe.
When I first came to New York, women
were wearing what I call paper shoes.
They were so very light and thin that they
could not walk In them. They now wear
a much heavier grade, and are following
the example of their English sisters In

| walking.


