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BIRTRDAY
IN 8 YEARS

-About 150 Babies
Were Born in New
York Feb. 23.

QUEER HISTORY
~ OF THE GALENDAR,

Jow It NHappens That There
- Will Not Be a Leap
Year Again for
Eight Years.

One bhundred and fifty bahles (In round
mumbers) lo this big ecity will not have a
birthday for eight long years. The reason
for this Is that they were unlucky enough
to bé born m week sgo yesterday., That
lay was Febroary 20—the extra day which
makes this a “leap year."
| Now, It s0 bappeus that every fonr hun-
dred years there comes a year that ought
to be @ leap wyear, but it Isn't. And o
-four years one of these odd years thet
ought to be & leap year, but isn't & leap
| yoar, comes ‘around. So It heppens that
‘the bables who were born oun Satuniay
week will be elght years old before they
pan get hold of a day to celebrnte as
thelr first birthday. The returns are not

times of the Councll of Nice in the year
325 A, D, the 25th of Murh fell on
the 21at, and when the reforns tion of the
calendar was made in 1852 | had retro-
graded to the 11th. In order, hen, to re-
store the equinox to its propet time Pogg
Gregory XIIT. directed .ten Qys to ;
suppressed In the calendar,

In order to keep the sslendar right ln the
foture, the arringement was mac: which
brifigs about the exceptional occurisnce ut
the coming of the next leap year aftir ISDG,

Ag the error of the Julian intercuidlon
of one dny every four vears was calculatsd
to amount to three days in 400 years, Greg-
ory, by the adviee of an asRtronomer in
Naples, ordered the Interealntion to be omit-
ted do all the century yenrs excepting those
that are multiples 0;41‘-“1. According to the
Gregorian rules of Interenletion, therefore,
every year of which the nomber is divisible
by four without & remalnder 18 a leap year
(with twenty-nine days to Fabruary), ex-
cepting the centurinl years, which are only
lnnr ]\‘enra when divisible by four after
omitting the two ¢lphe

Thus, 1600 was a lepp year, but 1700, 1800
and 1900 are not leap yenrs. The year 20
will be a Tenptryear, but 21000 will nok; 8o
that It will be two centnrles before there
Is u suecession of elght years without a
lenp yenr. Henee the resson for 1808 being
an z-xvu'ptlnnsl leap year,

The Gregorian system was at once Intro-
duced Into Spaln, Portugal, part of Ttaly,
#nd Home. Soon after it wns adopted by
France and the Catlholic States of Ger-

many. But the Protestant States of Ger-
muany  kept the Jullnn system till 1700,
when the new stvia was adopted. Russin

st1ll holds to the Jalian reckoping. In Great
Britaln the new style was successfully
opposed by popular prejndice. But the
tnconvenlence of using different dates from
those in'use In the greater part of Europe,
in matters of history and chronology, began
to be felt: and In 1761 an act of Parila-
ment was passed adopting the ‘new style
In all publle and legal trinsaections,

NOT A GOOD IRISHMAN.

The Appallats Court Renders a Decision
In & Theatrical Suit That May Cost
Denman Thompson $5,000,

A declslon has been rendered by ths Ap-
pellate Court which may cost Actor Den-
man Thompson, of “0Old Homestead" fims,
the sum of $5,000, and which 1s Interesting
both to lawyers snd laymen on ascount of
its unigua character.

Bight years ago Wayne Ellls, & well-
known playwright, wrote a play called
“Rich and Poor,”" the hero of which was

one Tom Nolan, an Irish character. Ellis
sold tlm play to' Denm#n Thompson for
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THE FIRST LEAP YEAR BABY.

all'fn yet st the Burean of Vital Statistles,
but there will be between owe hundped and
fifty mud one hundred and sixty of these un-
fortunaies.

“7Tha first baby reglstered as belng horm
on Februnry 9, 15068, was born In the
Sloane Maternity Hospital. The child hos
not yut besn nasmed, and the rule of the
Muternity Hospitnl authorities 1s not to
glve out the name of the purents.

This Is wlse o remariable leap year for
thede'who plunged [nto matthmenial lutrics-
cles unthinkingly on  February 20 Indt
They will not be troubled with wedding
uoniversaries of any/ kind for elg‘t YeErs,
and even after this long wait the eighth an-
alversary Is not consldered a special one.

Those who had relatives or friends dle on
this odd date will not have the privilege
of expresiing their sentiments on & simi-
Jar dote for eight years more, .

All gpset in calculations and anni-
versurles Is the result "of the calendar
keeping us & few minutes ahead every four
years of what it should till In the year 1800
mve will be compelled to drop a whole day
to get back where we shouold be.

Ladlgs of an uncertain age, who watch
and pray for leap yeoar as regularly as It
comes around, for the opportunities It of-
‘ers them to obtain efther & husband or &

Ik dress, will be as much disappointed

ar years from now as the chlidren and

s who will go without annlversaries.
Ja the New ;Woman will be as unfortu-
@te 88 her more prim and sedate sister,

Muny people are poxzled over the recur-
ence of &n' additlonal dsy every four
yetirs, and many more are Ignorint as to
he cuuse of the lapse of eight years be-
ore we will have aunother leap year after

The anclent year conslsted of ten months,

M opened the year, tll Numa added
J::uritt the beginnlgz and February at
the year B2, B, C., February
was »d into second place. Jullns Cae
sar Enxious to muxe the civil year

correspolid with the solar year and thereby
keep the semsons In their proper places,
!!‘a %msldlm u,;hlt dthe solgi Eeur conslat-
*d of . rnd gave &y8 to each
of ‘the odd mosths, aud 30 days to each of
the even mont eept February which

it 20 diys to meke up the total. Augustus
, however, uassigned, for personal
81 'days to August, tbe eighch

! , and took it off February.
‘There .was stlll the gnarter of a day
for, &ad Juliug Onessr decreed
%m_ry fourth rear should have three
. and sixty-slx days in order to re-
store the vernal edqu!nox to March 25. IMeh-

Tunry was selected as the month to recelve
the extra diy, &s it was the shortest month.
Terther adfustments were afterward made
ad In furr;t‘i'-eishz years the Sprifig equl-
4% resto to its proper day. The solny/
‘T, WEVEr, was eleven minutes and

muroeen  seconds shorter than the three

fiad sixsty-five and ooe-quarter
making a diFerence of one day In
] g and twenty-alght years, so as
; Enros time between Janunry 1
tw. equinox. In the ecourse of a
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§5,000 upon the agreement that the plagy,
when prodoced, should prove a2 reasonnble
success. Full River waa declded upon as
the place at which to try the new play
“on the dog,” and it was produced thers
shortly afterward for two nights and then
abandoned.

Thompson refused to pay the 35,000 on
the ground that the play wns not a gocd
or successfol one, Mr, Ellls thereupon
brought sult thiough Liwyer Fréderick
Hemming, to recover the amousnt. The
case was brought to trinl befors Judge
Donnhue, then of the Supreme Court bene
In establisking the fact that the play ha
been, us the contract required, a redsonubie
suceess, expert theatricul managers were
called, who testified to that effect, and also
that the only weak point in the production
was Denman Thompsen himself. Elilis
‘sought to establish the fuet, through these
witn s, that Yhompson, from long-con-
tinned experience as a Yankee lect
actor, had become so, saturated with the
New Englund tw and manverisms as to
nentralize his ability to play uny otber
character part successfully; that the sue-
cess of “Rich and Poor” depended upon the
accepiable portrayal of the Irish charactey
part of Tom Nolan, and that Thompsbn
made this part more of a Yankes than an
Irish Impersonation, henee, destroying the
value of the productlon. The expert testl-
mony ntroduced was excluded by Judge
Donahue, and not allowed to eo to the jury.

An mp wins tuken and last week the
case wis nargued before the Appellute
Court, which has rendered a decislon revers-
Ing the ralng of Judze Donohue in exclud-
lng the expert festimony, and re-establish.
ing the facts. 'This decizlon glves Mr. Elils
an opportunity to recover the price of his
play, uniess "Josh Whitcomh' can prove
to the satisfaction of the Court that he s
us good an Irishman es he 1z 4 Yankee,

A GOLONIAL
- MUSEUM

Plans for the
Famgus Old Van
Cortlagdt Mansion.

FOR RELIGS OF
THE REVOLUTION.

Historic  Associations to
Be Kept Up by the So-
ciety of Golopial
Dames.

The famous old Van Cortlandt manslon,
one of the historlc relles of Yan Cortlandt
Park, 15 to become & m for colonlal
relles, At last Monday's meeting of the
Park Commissioners the bulidlog was
turned over to the BSociety of Colonlal
Dames of the Btate of New York for this
purpnse, and steps will be taken at once to
prepare the mansion for Its new use.

The plan to concentrate In ones publie ex-
hibltlon the grent number of colonial relles
owtied by the members of this soclety and
thelr friends, 1s not & new one, ‘although
the organfzation has long had Its applica-
tion for the Van Cortlendt mansion before
the Park Board., The condltions of the per-
mlggion recelved last week were that the
restaurnnt which has been run In the base-
ment so lopg shnll be continued, and that
the building shall ba osed as General Fitz-
geraid's headquarters on fleld days, when
the troops use the parsde ground In the
Purk.

The Oolonlal Dames Intend to have a
large collectlon of colonlal relles as a per-
manent puble exhiblt. The house (tself Is
& Dhistorie mansion, fnll of colonlal memo-
ries, and harmonizes well with the plan. A
room will be get aside for Genernl Fltzger-
ald’s headqunrters, and the basement for
the restaorant, bot the rest of the old
bullding will be fitted up for the relics.
Admission will be without charge. The
grounds. will be fixed ap and kept In ordor—
which caunot be sald for them now—and
the Interlor of the mansion will be re-dec-
ornted and fitted up In colonlal style.

Home patriotie celebrations have also
been planned by the Colonial Dames, and
the proximity of thes parade ground and

the historie connectlons of the old mansien
make It a partleularly appropriate spot for
this purpose. The founding of a flag day
{for the gchools of New York {8 cne of these
schemes, and 1f the “Ameriean Guard,” as
the eadets in the publie schools are known,
cian be gotten to co-operate with the Dames,
there will be & big drill and ceremony on
the parade ground ench year, In comnnection
with the vaising of the flag,

The Van Cortlandt mansion shonld not ba
confused with the Van Cortlandt manor
bouse, which Is even more famouns In co-
lonial history, and which Is situated on the
banks of the Hudson River, near the mouth
of the Croton River. The latter s one of
the most anclent manor houses In the coun-
try and belonged to; the oldest son of the
famous Van Corflandt family, Stephanus.

The Van Cortlandt mansion Is at the
lower end of Van Cortlandt Park, and with-
In a stone’s throw of the Van Cortlandt
station on the New York & Northern Rall-

road. It belonged to the descendants of
the second son of the origlnal Van Cort-
landt, Jacobus—he who marrled wva

Philipse, Tt came Into possession of the
Park Departmient when the new parks in
the annexgd district were secn and
gince then has been Httle used. For Hve or
slx years It was the home of Sergennt W.

. Hod of the Park police, whose fam-
Iy lived there as caretakers. Slnce they
were evieted It has had few ofcupants, ex-
cept for the restaurant sand the occasional
visits of Gene 26 g

‘Washington made his headquoarters In
this old Van Cortlandt mansion many times
during the last two years of rthe revolution,
It was from there be plinned and conduet-
ed his famous coup, when bhe withdrew all
the Continental troops from their camp
Just north of the British, who were then in
possession of Manhattan Island, and be-

the famous march to Yorktown, where
surrender of Cornwallis practiu!l{ de-
clded the war In favor of American [nde
gondouce. Leuving camlp fires burming
rightly on all the hills within sight of the
British outposts, he withdrew his army
steulrhllla in the night, crossed the river at
Dobbs en';&. and was far on his way
across New Jersey before the British knew
of his rose,

One division of his army had ecamped
upon the hills ,Ins: back of the-mansion and
part of what is now Van Cortlandt *Park,
and It was from these helghts that the
flekering eamp fires deceiv. the British.
After his victory at Yorktown, Washington

o | returned to his camp north of the city, and

stayeid three days at the Van Cortlandt
manalon In. 1785, while waltilng for the
enemy to evacunte New York.

FISH HATCHED BY HENS.

An  Extraordinary Industry Which Has
Been Developed in China to Sup-
ply the Fish Markets,

The hens of China lead busy lives, When
not engaged |In hatching out & brood of thelr
bwn kind they are puot to the additlonal
and novel task of hatchlng fish egga.
Chinese cheap, lubor coliects the spawn of
fish from the water's edge, places It In an
em| g egeshell, which is then hermetioally
& with wax, aod places it under the
unsuspeecting sltting hen.

After some doys the eggehell ls removed
angd carefully broken, and the spawn which
has bheen  warmed Into life, I8 emptied
Into a shallow pool well warmed by the
sun. Here the mionows that soon develop
are nursed untll stronz enough to

turned Into n lake or stream.

BILL NYE AND HIS SON.
~ Drawn by Mr. Nye,

BILL NYE
ON
THANKSGIVING.

An Unpublished
Manusctipt by
the Dead

+ Humorist.

Personally most every one has something
to be thanokful for. For Instance, though
my turkeys have been snatched away by
the band of death and certaln other par-
ties, whose names I have not yet been ahle
'to obtain, I am told by my physician that
turkey 18 not good for me, and that I ought
to ent gliten bread and @-Ink branch water
all this year In order to be well, B0 I am
thankful, moderately so at least.

As a nation. we may be thankful that we
are at pesce with all other nations, and
that there 18 an untlstakable and deter-
mined effort &1l over the country to re-
arrange and purlfy the wicked and de-
structive methods peculiar to the conduct
of munleipal government. Beglonlng with
that mighty monlelpal abscess known as
New York, the ery hns been taken up by
the press and people generally, with good
results.

Agaln T notice with much pleasure the
landable ambition for better roads. Clviliza-
tion can mever be anything but & name
where peoplis llve In a Innd of tralls and
trials, and go from place to place guided
only by the sense of smell. The Soclety
for the Preventlon of Cruelty to Animals
is m bollow sham and deluslon, where
dumb brutes are urged by a higher order
of brute through mire and sand over lm-
passible grades. We have graded our
schools, let ns grade our roads,

Gradually, too, thera appears a wider
and more hopeful conditlon In the matter
of religlon, and some day there will come
the universal rellglon, which will pay more
attention to genernl goodness and less to
Ilne fences; a religlon of good feellng, good
henlth, good food, good alr and comfortable
clothes; a comfortable religion, with more

* | zeneral joy in It and less misgunided gloom;

a religlon’ that devotes leas tlme to re-
hearsals and more to spontaneous good; a
rellglon that wastes fewer preclous mo-
ments on scolding snd repronches and puts
o more time reduclng sorrow to a mini-
mum; In short, a religion that Is mora use.
fuol and less ornamental.

Then the money that now goes Into a
score of strugzling, empty, half-supported,
{ll-attended Institutions, will be used to
bulld one comfortable, comodlons vediﬂee.
where multitudes will be cheered by beau-
tifnl musle and taught, not scolded or
scared or cajoled; where actual Intellec-
tual food may be had, Instead of the bran
rnd the julceless, joyless shavings of argu-
ment fed to thoss who for centuries behind

the green goggles of mistaken falth have
chewed this durable cud of doctrine; m re-
ligion full of hope and humenity, with
food that {s more mentn]l and Jess detri-
mental. God speed the day. It wlll be one
full of thanksgiving, a thanksgiving that
will last forever, and no Governor will
have to tell us when It comes.

Then every day will be Thanksgiving by-
and-bya. BILL NYE.

MICROBES THAT TRAVEL

it Has Been Found in a Curious Way That
Diseass Germs Are Now Trans-
mitted on Postage Stamps.

And mow the microbe will catch the
philateilst “If ke don't watch out.” A Dr.

many dread disenses are sent on thelr
travels by postage stamps.
A patlent came to the doctor recently

suffering from & peculiar perasitical growth
in the beard. 'The doctor, who sdems to ba
& sort of medleal Sherlock Holmes, made
o minute and microsdppleal examination,

and at once-reoognizml the disease ns
“pledra,’” which affliction Is pecullar to
Britlsh Columbin. ’

The r}mtient sild that he had pever been
in  British Columbla, but that he hnd
friends In that country with whom he was
in frequent communication by mall. Belng
a collector of postage stamps, he was In the
hablt of removing them and pastiog them
in his album.

The doctor at once gave as his oplnlon
that the fnm on a postage stamp ls an
{deal earrler of mlerobes, and that any
disense that it may retain from the appil-
ecation of the tongue, In removing atamps,
even when the molstenlng s done
with & Eponge, mnF be traosf o
Collectors will do well to study up the
prevalent d es of fo lands, and
when the microbe from Indla, China or
Bouth America gets In Its work they mny
be able to diagnose their own with-

j der the cathode ray.

out being subjected to an ation un-
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Unna has discovered that the germs of |

MAGHINE FOR
BURIALS,

An Invention to
Prevent Accidents
at Funerals.

INTERMENT MADE
AUTOMATICALLY.

This Ingenious New
Method Soon to Be
in Operation 1in
New York.

An 4ngenlons mechanieal contrivance for
lowering coffins Into thelr graves after
the manoer of the trap-doora of modern
theatres Is being experimented with dally
in Cypress Hllls Cemetery.

The device works automatically, and en-
ables & man of very slight staturs to bury
a very heavy coffin with ease. It is meant
to do away with the grewsome sssoclation
of scenes of burlal as far as possible, If
thls onique cemetery trap-door bes gen-
erally Introduced, there wlll be no more of
the distressing accldents one reads about
when the ropes used for lowering 2 body
break or sllp.

The apparatus consists of & wooden
frame about slx Inches square, which fita
exactly on the head of the grave. Inslde
this fremework Is an Ingenlous plece of
mechanlsm with an arrangement of cogs
and pulleys which are worked by hydrau-
lle power. The machine ls operated by
means of a hydraullc cylinder, filled with
chemlml‘lir pure glycerine, a non-freezing
compound, and requires mo refllling for a
number of years. All the mctive parts are
within the frame, and are made elther of
steel or of bronze. This lnsures Ilzh}nm
and durabllity. h

At & burinl the framework Is placed by
the edge of the grave. & carket is
placed on waterproof hempen straps, which
run trsnwme‘:{ across  the frameworlk,
These straps will bear a welght of 2,000
pounds, so that no accldent from breaknge
can posslbly cecur. At a given slgnal the
zgeruor places his fool on a treadle, as

own in the Hlustration, and the coftin
la lowered automatically Into the grave,
without jar or stoppage.

The speed can be regulated at will, and
while Its descent can be made In twenty-
five seconds, It may be regulated so ns to
take n minule or more. hen the cofiin
has settled at the bottom, & pull at tha
cords attached to the strap hooks releases
them, and the straps are worked back on
thelr rollers by means of a lever, During
all thls time the frame remains closed. No
mnchinery is seen in operation. The frame
Is removed after the ilnrl.‘\‘e has been closed.

The use of this machine has Its huomorous
as well as lta puthetle slde. A working
model s In operation at the office of the
company. One ls Irresistlbly reminded of
the traps used In a theatrp for the Intro-
ductlon of the Ghost In “Hamlet,” or the
dlsappenrnnce of the elown or harleguin in
a pantomime. In faect, the inventor ap-
pears to have borrowed the ldea from this

source,

Be thls as It may, however, undertakers
dre enthuslastle over the machine, Tt I8
proposed to moke use of It soon In Green-
wood and Woodlawn cemetéries. Orders
‘have been recelved for m number of ma-
chines from Européan countries, The ma-
chine hns been tested at the Cemetery of
Pere la Chalse In Parls and Kensal Green
Cemetery, London, where [t has given grent
satiufaction.

The idea of the Inventlon occurred to the
origiuator a8 the result of a deplorable
aceldent whlch happened at the interment
of n friend, The scene at the graveslds
mads such a deep lmpreszion upon her gen-
sitive  temperament—for the Invenfor
Is a woman—that has never rested
untll wshe bas formulated this ma-
chine, which E] the Tesnlt nf
years of careful experiment, hoth In the
wny of research and mechanieal experi-
ments. The ldea, of course, was to place
upon the market a muchine which. [ram
its simplicity In construction, durability
and pheapnesa, shouldl recommend liself to
all practical men. The patentee has spent
large sums of money In trivelling over the
United States and bringing her Invention
before superintendents of cemeterles, un-
dertakers nnd others who are loterested In
this guesthon. f

SUITS AGAINST THE “L.”

Over 1,200 Filed Against ‘the Company
in a, Year, but Few
Tried.

The entlre time of one of the seventeen
Justices of the Bupreme Court is ocenpled
in the trinl of cases Lrought agalnst the
elevated rallroad company. Last year over
1,200 snlts agalnst the company were filed
in the Superior, Common Pleas and Su-
preme Courts. Of these 800 were on the
Supreme Court calendar, 850 In the Bu-

rior Court and about 50 in the Court of
Sgainas the: COMMDY Sta DRSERE o the
B'flptema Court and will be t'ﬁed in t.h:
el_?ulw purt before a Judge without a

Of the 800 cases in the Sn?rema Court
Inst yenr nbout 75 were actually tried. In
#0 cases In which decislons were repdered,
dumages agalnst the mllroad company for
about £00,000 were found, -

The amount of damages asked In each
casa was comparatively small. But each
plnlmilﬂ' is entitledl to a separate trial, and
a claim for $1,000 may take up as much
time in trial as one for ten times that sum.
The sults all grow out of elulms for dam-
ages to the “easements,” light and ailr,
of property facing on sireets on which the

BOGUS MONEY BY THE TON.

Uncle Sam . Is Going to Burn a
Lot of It in a Blast
Furnace.

Five tons of counterfeit money, machines
and other of the paraphernalla necessary
to the manufaciure of the ‘“‘gueer’” will be
destroyed In Washington within a few
duys,

Bo great & quantlty of material of this
sort has been collected during the last year
in the Secret Sepviee IMvision of the Treas-
ory that its destruction hmas become neces-
piary. Juost mow it is carefully put away In
boxes and packsges, each Jubelled with a
record of Its contents, As much care is
taken of bad money as of good money, be-
cause It would neyer do to have the coun-
teifelts get Into elreulation agaln through
negleet,  Byery penny in bogns coln or
paper must be sirvictly secounted for, and
a deflelt would be considersd as serious a
mntter as a theft from {he ensh room,

A few days from now the Seerctary of
the Treasury will ssalect three of his mast
trusted men and appolot them a committee
to superintend the destruction of the prod-
nets of criminal Ingenulty at present on
hand. Every package will be opemed In
thelr presence, ond they will wateh the
counting of the contents, which must cor-
ri‘Hpundﬁtu the memoranda fn the record
book, Finally, all of the coln, as well as
metal tools und gther apparatus, will be
curried downstalrs. and put aboard one of
the big ironclad wagous which are useq by
the department for carrying money. The
wignn, guarded by armed men and fol-
lowed by the commlittee In a earrlage, will
proceed to the Washington Navy Yard.

By a speclal arriingement with the See-
retiry of the Navy, one of the great blast
furnaces In the gunshop will be placed at
the disposal of the committee, The welghty
packiges will be taken from the wagon and
stacked up In front of the furnace, whiel
18 like unto that one which was seven
times heated. Imto it the stuff will be
uncercmonlously shovelled—the coln Arst
and then the counterfelters’ machines, en-
graved steel plates for false notes, Imple-
ments of varfous kinds, ete. Such things
a8 jimmies and brags kuuckles go with
the rest. In the lot will be a great quan-
tity of metal tokens, representing money,
such a8 are used by mnnufacturing and
mining companles, partlcularly in the
South, for puying thelr employes. Many

NOW FOR 1
GOLOSSEUML

New York Neads
One, aud Here

Is a Location,

BRYANT PARK .
RESEWEIR SITE.

Just the Locality Desired
for a Place of Amuse-
ment That Every-
body Wants,

Why should not New' York hnve its great
public amusement plira similar to the
Cologseum of the anelent Romans for the
encouragement of manjy sports and the
holding of Natlonal and International
games? Why not use Bryant Park resers
volr for thet purpose?

It Is not even necessary o hulld the pro-
posed amphitheatre. It stands almost
ready for occupancy. It |s the Bryant
Park reservolr, whose mguslve gray walla

‘have frowned wpon Fipih avenue for the

past generation. While atill partially em.
ployed as part of the water system, It has
admittedly lost 1ts opigina! Importance,
and, aecording to the ity guthorities, could
be digpenged with sitogother at a few
days’ notice.

—
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of these lokens, the nze of which ls for-
bidden by lnw, bear a rough resemblance
to United Stutes ¢olns.

Together with the lot go In not a few
things of odd sorts. Among them dre ad-
vertlsing tags of tin, made In rode bml-
tation of sllver quarters. These are not In-
tended to serve o criminal purpose, hut
the Seeret Bervice gobhbles them just the
same, The law says that nothing In the
llkeness of unny seeurity of the United
States shall he permitted. In the eollection
now on hand are a number of so-called
coin clusters, Intended for paper weights,
They represent clusters of golil and sliver
plecess Of course, nobody could pass them
n8 money, but they come under the starute,
and, begldes, there s 4 speclal objection to
them. Colu counterfeiters are apt to have
a Tew of them on hand, 80 that if cnught
they may pretend that they were merely
cmiag\'d In the manufacture of paper
welghts, - i

The pfmat majority of false colng are
made wlth plaster moulds, Sucl moilds are
carrled to the Navy Yal with the rest of
the materinl, but are not put into the fur-
nuee, They ave merely knocked to pleces
with hnmmers, which is snequally effective
method of destroylug them, What Is cast
into the furnace, Including the machinery
und tools, is melted and reduced (o un-
recognizable shape. Tt Iz sold eventually
by ‘Sle Nuvy Department as so mueh old
metal. There 18 a4 smnll amount of silver
In §t, Inasmuch ns bogus sllver pleces are
always ploted with sllver nowadays by the
up-to-date counterfeiter.

Thus far nothing hns been sald of the
way In which the paper counnterfeits are
destroyed. They are put lnto a big tank
with hot water and aclds and are cooked
and stirred about for many hours, untll at
length they are reduced to the conditlon of
pulp. The pulp is dried, pressed Into thick
sheets and sold for paper stoek. The
process ls the same a4 that;which Is ap-

lled to the damnged paper money re-
Reemed by the Treasury. Into the great
vat & few days hence will go large quan-
titles of ‘'flash money,” which term Is used
to describe the printed adyvertiscments in
Imitution of the national ecorrency, with

which the counlry Is at all thmes flooded,

notwithstanding the utmost efforts of the
Goveérnment to suppress them, They are

confiscated wherever the detectives of the

Secret Service come across them, Calen-
dirs bearing llkenesses of gilver certifi-
cates nnd- hat bands with ral]:reaentatir.\ns
of gold colns come nnder this Head. Not
long ago a large nnmber of sodn witer
checks resembling nickel pleces were selzed

elevated road is bulit. In Chiengo.
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 AUTOMATIC BURIAL INVENTION.

France has If Natlongl Theatre, snd
why should pot ¥ - York have Its amphl-
thestre, conduete  ynder the pusplecs of
the city governmy (t? The proceods, after
deducting ronni: . expenses, would be de-
voted to support .z tpe clty poor.  Beno
fits for worthy re |plenfs ave generally well
attended, and th o charitablo nature of tha
enterprize would (nduce many to lend thelr
patrouage, but il [& far from the Intentlonsg
of the promotor: of the scheme that chors
Ity slhould be call  gpon to drdw hee clonk
over bad periorn ynees or mismbiugement
In any form, €O the contrary, ivis recog-
alzed thut the d gwing powess of the am-
phitheatre: world - depend chiefly on the ex-
celleniey of the en arpalnment afforded. An-
ather factor that wonld enter lnrgely Into
the success of th amphltheatrs would be
the price of ndm! <on. The seale of prices
that obinlus it © ye Parls Temple of Thes-
pis, under the « re of the peopla’s repres
gentiatives, come . within the Hmits of the
purses of the mn sges,  They would be the
gopport of the o vol enterprise, just ns the
wealthy are of g wnd opoero.

A popular feat ope (hut would go far-to-
ward helplng thi schenig on the bigh rodd
to success would he to have athletle carnj-
vals in which the. lsts would not only be
open to professlc agl athletes, Some of
the Weas of Wi ep Beésant; employed I
the People's Pal ce could be well trans-
ported. The mi ses could he made to feel
that the amphl hogtps bad beeh ecrented
for their special odification, and that they,
8 tax-payers ntl, eitizens, had a pro-
prietary Interes |n It,

In Winter o glass roof conld be buoilt
on & plan thal would admit of 1t belng
tnken apart in Summer. Those wlo have
witnessed the thapsformation of old Castle
Garden ifito the lepslng looking aquarivm
will not douht for an lustant that the mas-
sive plle ln Brsn ot Pavk could be so rp-
modelled as to I s fts present uninviting
appearauce. Wh | the arena would not
he of sufllclent dimensions for a foot-
ball field, an L jenl track ecould be bullt

That this Is Jiossible Is seen from the
fact that the #-ea j5 capable of ngcom-
modating o bulld ing having a ground plan
of 184,000 gquar : feet, while the seating
accommodation i «pd only be lmited by the
helght of the strioture, and may be grent-
iy augmented by proper interlor arrange-
ments, The propf riy In question Is bound-
e on the nor by Forty-second street,
where It boas & fr ntage of 400 foer; on the
eust by Fifth o' cnue, with a lineal meas-
uremont of 460 foat; on' the south by For-
tleth street, # owing the snme depth as on
the northerr houndary, Bryant Park marks
Its westerr opmination.

Ever &' s¢ the fact was demonstrited,
geveral § ars ago, that the old reservole
Hod prac’ leally lost Its nsefulness, varvious
{:Iann {0 - utiliving | the slite have been

rought forward. All that 1s necessary for
the doin;; away of the old Dasin is the
dlseonnec tlon of the mulus through which
it now t gusmits the water from the low

ressard reservolr at Central Park to the
urrny [l mansions and conneeting them
with the new high pressure system.

Among the plaos for utllizing the site
of the reservoir have been sugrestiona that
the grau'te walls be razed and the space
devoted to the enlargemeni of Bryant
Park, ont: of the most popular breathing
grounds v the clty. Still another 1dpn was
that the epace oceupled by the structurs
might be dayoted to the site of an armory
for one of }an Fork!'s ermcl regiments,
But this also fell theough. Then came the
lea of n zonlogiesl garden, which In |
geope wils no - only to rival the Central
Park menageris, hut even to eclipse any-
thing In the 1 orid. It wad also propoped
to establish th o THden Library on the:slte.

And pow epines thls new, fesgibie aud
grand ldea. T orom  tlme lmmoemorlal the
mind of mun ' as tormed to roereation, and,
naturally, to tL » ponstruction of bulidhigs in
wihileh they .,11]| gather to wijness their
L The modern athietic cluba,

fayorite gam

pice tentks ¢ ad bleyele tracks nm merely
outgrowths - f the gnelent amphitheatres
fidapted to  he changes of the faste for

mmvganient, Why noty therefore, an Amer
lean” Colosse o ! L]

There nve Loany architects In the clity who
conld tranish pm the old vescrvolr into &
bullding. rivi the Coloszetm, but the

ling
lan now sug -.:ea?oa 15 to do away with the
%uai\'u",ull‘ + aud erest an &nl' llttla




