
Or INTEREST TO WOMEN
Miss Elsie de Wolfe's Sanctum in Irving's Old House.The Story of the

Women Lighthouse Keepers.The Knickerbocker
Bowling Club Contest.

WOMEN BOWL FOR 11 TROPHY.
Mrs. De Peyster's Cup Was Held
by Frank Kemp, but Mrs.
Isaac Lawrence Won It.

The Knickerbocker Club Champion¬
ship Games Witnessed by Many

Well-Known Persons.

At the third meeting of the Knicker¬

bocker Bowling Club, yesterday afternoon,
a lamp donated by Mrs. Frederick De

Peyster, one of the patronesses of the

club, was won by Mrs. Isaac Lawrence,
the best woman bowler among the New

York women. Mrs. Lawrence has scored

as many as 210 points. This is the highest
number of points ever played by any wo¬

man. The Knickerbocker Bowling Club is

an exclusive organization.
Bui the women do not bowl for pleasure

merely. At each meeting there are prizes
offered: some may be trivial, yet the ow

ers are just as eager to win. At Pres®"1
the women are running head to head wit
the men in their aim to secure the silver
trophy b<V.vl, now in the possission of Mr.

Prank B. Kent, who has held it two years.
The trophy bowl is a large silver bowl,

and during the year every man making
two hundred points and every woman mak-
'In-* 175 points or over is entitled to enter

the tournament for this bovvi. Yesterday
afternoon excited particular attention, as

it was known that Mrs. Do Peyster s dona-
tion would be awarded. <

Miss Van Rensselaer scored 190 points,
Mrs. Bryce Gray, Jr.; 201 points. Mrs.
Prank B. Keech 187 points. Mrs. Isaac
Lawrence 207 points, and Mrs. Theodore
Cooper 218 points.
The patronesses are, Mesdames Prescott

Hall Butler, Frederick de Peyster, ( lenient
C. Moore, Philip Rhiuelander, Byam K.
Stevens, Frederick Sheldon, George L.
Klngslaud and Philip Sands. Miss
Annie L. Banks, Captain and bar¬

ren C. Beach, Miss Benedict, Miss Iilack,
Mrs. George P. Camman, Mrs. Edith W.
Clarke Misses Clarke, Miss Clarke, Miss
Coddlngton, Miss Julia Grant. Mrs. Charles
D. Ingersoll, Mrs. S. V. Hoffman, Mrs.
Isaac Lawrence, Mrs. Bryce Gray, Jr.,
Mrs. Adrian Iselin, Jr.; Mr. and Mi».
Frank B. Keech, Mrs. Isaac Lawrence, Miss
Maud Aguila, Mrs Leland, Miss Annie Mo-
gen, Mrs. Edward Lyman Short, Mrs.
F Mortimer Thorn, Jr.; Mrs. Henry C.
Trevor, Miss F. Van Rensselaer, Mrs.
George Trotter, Miss G»enville W inthrop,
Mrs. Theodore P. Cooper, Miss Delafield,
E. M. Berknell, Alexander Jay Breun, Dr.
M. Camman, Mr. Colgate, Mr. lUiyard
Clarke, Mr. Banyer Clarkson, Mr. Andrew
S. Hamersley, Jr.; Mr. J. Hooker Hamers-
ley, Mr. W. Floyd Jones, Jr.; Mr. F. M.
Rutherfurd.

SWEETNESS AND LIGHT.

The clergyman of one of the fashionable
New York churches some time ago told
a society woman in his congregation that
he would like her to take part in the mis¬
sion work among the young connected
with the church.
"But I detest children," she protested.
"All the more reason why you should

do it," was the answer.
She was finally persuaded to take a

,class in the sewing school. At the first
meeting the little girls gathered about her,
expecting to be told a story or something
of the sort.

"I am not going to amuse you," was
the frank announcement that she made,
"bfct 1 will ti-y to teach you some things
that you ought to know. In the fiist
place you are not clean, any of you, and
If you come to the next meeting smelling
as you do now I won't come again."
Soine time after a friend met the lady

and asked:
"How Is your mission class getting on?"
"Famously," was the answer. "Strange

to say, those children seem to be fond of
me."
"Have you succeeded in Instituting any

religion into their young minds?"
"I have not tried," laughed the other;

"but I have taught them how to blow
their noses and how to enter and leave a
room without disarranging the furniture
and carrying the door with them."

CARMEN AS GOVERNESS.

Some ten or twelve years since a certain
quiet English lady was in search of a

nursery governess for her little boy. There
was one candidate for the position who
was so sweet and young and pretty that
she was engaged on the spot, and her
employer took much Interest In her. The
lady found, however, that the attractive
little governess was less mild than she
looked, as she soon developed such a de¬
cided genius for violent flirtation that she
was felt to be far too much responsibility
for a British matron to cope with. She
has since proved conclusively that she was
meant for other things, and that her tal¬
ents could be turned advantageously into
other channels, for she is now playing
Carmen, and her name Is Olga Nethersole.

DUE TO WOMAN'S VOTE.

The advantage of the suffrage has been
put to a practical test In Vermont. In
that State women are entitled to vote for
school officers, and the triumph of the
Democratic candidate in Rutland is due
to the fact. In purely municipal affairs,
where women have no share, the Repub¬
licans won. The question of school gov¬
ernment, however, was decided by the
feminine vote. The race was unusually
close, and the Democratic party owes its
success to one woman, the mother of the
man to whom the honor fell.

DOES SHE WEAR A SHAWL?
"Never marry into a shawl family," was

the advice given by a lady of this city to
her sons; and very good advice It was. The
habitual use of a shawl means either that
r woman Is already delicate; or is surely
making herself so.

AESTHETIC COWS.
A society woman of this city, who has

acquired some literary fame, has a coun¬
try place on Long Island, where her cows
go about wWi pink and blue ribbons tied
to their horns.

ONE SECRET OF SECRETS.

A chemist who is nearly as learned as

the Medicii in all the subtle secrets of
scent, said not long ago: "I wonder when
the world at large will come to realize
that there is very much more in perfumes
than meets the nose? I mean scents have
other properties than those of which the
olfactory sense takes cognizance. For ex¬

ample, the smell of roses, thyme, berga-
mot, clove pinks, some of the honey-
suckles, grapes, both blossom and fruit;
peach and plum blossoms, are both tonic
and prophylactic. They add to the ozone

of environment, either by giving it off
themselves or liberating it from other
elements of the atmosphere. Contrari¬
wise, /early all the lily family, tuberoses,
neroli.¦which is oil of orange flowers.
violets and nearly all the artificial per¬
fumes are depressants and irritant to the
nerves and the mucous membrane.
"Musk is to many constitutions slow

poison.hence the danger of cheap per¬
fumes. Musk is the basis of them all.
It must be, since it has so great a quality
of fixing other odors. A very little of the
scent substance goes a long way, if fixed
with musk. Do you know a grain of musk
was weighed, then left exposed in a room
for five years. Throughout that time the
odor was almost insufferably strong in the
place, yet at the end of it the weight of
the musk had not diminished a particle.
But that is beside the mark. What I set
out to say was: lieware of the flower or

the substauce whose scent gives a sense
of oppression. Nature Is a pretty safe
guide, and the smothering Is her danger
signal.
Bands of tiny ribbon, furnished with a

bow and silver buckle, are used to keep
long gloves from slipping down over the
arms.

JACK STOPS PROCEEDINGS.

Little Jack was a modern little boy,
who went to a most unexceptionable and
desirablfe school, where he associated with
the well-born children of his parents' most

unexceptionable and desirable set. But
at the school were two or three little
boys wtyose parents were divorced, and
finally there was a rupture in the home of
one of his most intimate friends, and
the mamma of the aforesaid friend sought
the aid of the law to assist her In dis¬
pensing with his papa.
Little Jack heard of these things and

pondered them in his heart.
"Father," he asked suddenly, one day,

"are you and mother going to get a di?"
vorce?"
The father, on recovering from his bomb¬

shell, responded, philosophically, that he
thought they would rub on together a

little while longer. But the mother could
not let it go quite so lightly.
"People do not get divorces unless one

of them Is very wicked," she told the
child. And she said afterward: "Jack's
asking the question in that matter of course

way brought home to me the horror of the
prevailing divorce system as no amount of
lectures or diatribes against it could have
done."

NOT SO VERY FAR.

When Mrs. Van Rensselaer Cruger first
went to Idlesse, the rather isolated coun¬

try place on Long Island where she spends
her Summers, a friend from Oyster Bay,
which is just across the bay from the
Cruger place and rather prides Itself on
its society and ' general Interestingness,
asked her: "Why flon't you plant yourself
off there? It is so far away." The au¬
thor of "A Diplomat's Diary" smiled
blandly. "From where?" she asked. And
there seemed to be no appropriate reply.

LENTEN FLOWERS.
How They Are Used to Pensively En¬

liven the Season's Hospitalities.
As a covering for flower pots tho crinkled

tissue paper in reds, blues and creams still
holds its own. For this treatment azaleas
seem to be the favorite blossom. This
flower is more ruddy in color than ever.

the red tones with the white tints more

strongly marked, the blossoms larger.
At a ladies' luncheon given some two or

three days ago, in a good-sized pot, well
trimmed with tissue paper at each cover,
was a full-blown plant of azalea, which
was sent next day to its destination, with
the compliments of the hostess.
Daffodils in cut glass bouquet holders

will be the Spring luncheon decoration,
the ribbons of Persian and shadow ef¬
fects being used as a finishing touch for
a sumptuous bouquet in these flowers.
Orchids are regarded as a Lenten flower.

Every tone in purple Is used for informal
and formal entertainments. There are

luncheons in Lent and dinners In Lenf,
but to those who seek new table decora¬
tions, the violet basket is the novel Idea*
for the centre.
This is long and narrow, with a broad

handle. It is filled with maiden-hair fern;
over the surface Is spread small bunches
of violets. The handle is well trimmed
with India purple silk, the exact shade
of the blossoms, and at each end are satin
ribbon bows, which make it more elabo¬
rate. A single orchid only is placed at
each cover.
For a Lenten luncheon, over a white

cloth double violets are laid at equal dis¬
tances. If well distributed they are ef¬
fective with a sprinkling of maiden-hair
fern.
As Easter approaches, of course the lily

will take precedence as the symbol of that
week, white and green in every shade
being the fashionable tone, even in flow¬
ers. The mignonette this Spring is double
the usual size. Ribbons of every color
will be used as Spring decorations for all
table functions.
With roses of different reds, with carna¬

tions of pink and white, a combination of
these shades will be used. In rosettes,
the two colors well mixed, with twists of
each tint in narrow satin running along
the edge. This Is an extremely graceful
decoration.

A BACHELOR GIRL- AT HOME.
Quaint without and antique within is the

home of Miss Elsie de Wolfe, the actress,
who, with her friend Miss Marbury, oc¬

cupies the residence of Washington Irving
on Seventeenth street and Irving place.
The structure Is a three-story buff brick,

with white woodwork, queer little maiiy-
paned windows, and well-worn brass
knocker on the door, out of which you

Book" climbed, welcomes the visitor into
the exquisitely adapted rooms.
Miss de Wolfe Is an authority on Chip¬

pendale, Buhl, Adam and Sheraton, and
she has collected many superb bits of an¬

tique furniture. The walls are hung with
rare old tapestries and etchings and prints
which are a delight to the artistic eye,
and there are stores of treasures on the
bookshelves and throughout the house.
Among a notable collection of autographs

broidery. On the mantel are signed pho¬
tographs of Sardou, Calve, Camille Flam-
marion, Du Maurler and others.
Miss de Wolfe lays little stress on her

prestige as a social leader; she holds that
one of the most potent forces of success

is individuality, and she lives .In her art
and in the gratification of her artistic de¬
sires.
She made her professional debut at the

Criterion Theatre in London five years

would not be surprised to see a Knicker¬
bocker figure emerge, so much does the
old Dutah distinctiveness environ It, as It
sets so airily and daintily by Its more
modern neighbors and complacently as¬

sumes a modest importance by its unllke-
ness to them.
The Inside of the house has likewise

been preserved in its original plan; the
same narrow hall, with Its slender stair¬
way which the master of the "Sketch

CYCLING NOTfeS.

Some one suggested recently that it would
be convenient to have a Turkish bath and
a restaurant connected with each bicycling
academy. No one can very well question
the advantage of such facilities fo^. enjoy¬
ment. But so few wheelmen reap the full
benefit of their exercise now by using
either the douche or the shower bath,
there is not much encouragement to extend
the conveniences provided.
The abandonment by the smart set in

Paris and London of the high sleeve will
have an effect on the designs for bicycle
costumes that many riders have long
wished for. High, full sleeves hold the
wind to a Very appreciable extent during
these gusty days.

If the Roentgen rays could be used to ex¬

amine the bearings of the many low-grade
wheels that are being offered for sale, the
money, and very likely the limbs, of many
probable purchasers would bo saved. A
rider has only to encounter what is called
a "soft cone" oncc to know the full import
of this hint.

Those who attended the stormy session
of tlie Cyclists' Federation last Saturday
must have noticed with surprise that each
of the ladles who took the floor confined
her "remarks" to one sentence.
If there could be a supply there would bo

a demand for knitted woollen gaitere to
take the place of the cloth or canvas leg-
gins. Such gaiters would fit snugly. They
would be warm enough in Winter and they
would be cooler in summer than those now
worn. By many riders they would be pre¬
ferred to the high laced shoes.

MISS ELSIE DE WOLFE'S BEDROO
one of Washington Irving Is reverently
preserved.
A pretty effect is achieved In Miss de

Wolfe's bedroom (of which an illustration
is given), the walls being hung with glaze
English chintz In cream, with rose de¬
sign. The bed Is a wonderful piece of
wood carving of the eighteenth century
and was brought from Normandy. It is
canopied and curtained with rose silk, and
is finished with a band of Renaissance em-

FOR EASTER FUNCTIONS.

The table novelties for Easter are many,
but the latest of all is the glass tulip lamp.
It is In the form of the flower in tones of
red and yellow, with varigated lines. The

s^em Is dark green, the form not unlike an

ordinary claret glass. Inside the lamp
there Is a well, filled with a wax taper,
which when lighted will last for quite a

long time. These wells can be bought
separately by the dozen, aud the whole-
lamp can be bought for .$1. It makes a

decorative bit for either luncheon or dinner,
and Is designed to be placed before each
cover. To match these deslgus the bou¬
quet of glass roses is used as a centre piece.
It is a combination of colors both In buds
and blossoms, with a finishing touch of arti¬
ficial green leaves. This bouquet can be
separated to form small bunches for each
corner, or one bf these roses can be placed
In a cut glass holder as an additional favor
for a luncheon ot dinner.

SHE PREFERS MADAME.

Madame Calve is an admirer of American
women. "To know her is to want to be
as she is," is her flattering verdict. Never¬
theless she »re«ents our unmusical title oi'
Miss and prefers to be known as Madame.
She has had 110 time for marriage, so she
asserts, but is l>.o longer youthful enough to
be known as Madamoiselle. In Europe the
more dignified Madam is conferred 011

ripening years, and Calve bold'.y declares
she has won the right to its distinction.
A small daughter was taken to visit the

Museum of Uatural History, and upon
her return she said: "Oh, mamma, I have
been to a dead circus."

ago, at a benefit for the soldiers of the
Soudan, the boxes being filled on that
occasion by such eminent nprsonages as
Gladstone, Salisbury and others of like
distinction.
Miss de Wolfe and Miss Marbury repre¬

sent In their personality and mode of
living typical bachelor girls.earnest
women with definite alms in life, taking
their joy In the domestic comfort of a
well-appointed home.

ABOUT NAMES.
What a pity It Is that those who have

the naming of us could not dip Into the fu¬
ture further than human eye can see, and
thereby avoid such startling misfits as

stumpy, freckled Lilys, and tough, scrawny
Blanches! Both these names ought to per¬
tain to what is fair, not pale. But pre¬
cious few ever think that a name is any¬
thing more than a mere arbitrary colloca¬
tion of sounds. They have not taken the
trouble to learn that Ethel means noble;
that Sarah is a princess; Susan a lily; that
Anne, I'hoebe, Lucy and Clara are In sig¬
nification the same, all standing for light,
brightness, shining purity. So is Theodora,
the gift of God. Dorothy has almost the
same meaning. Dolores is the sorrowful or
sorrowing one. Esther, Estelle, Estrella
are variants in the many languages of the
Greek Astra, a star. Mary and Martha are
identical in significance.both doom their
possessor to bitterness.
Margaret, the pearl, the "day's eye," is

more generally understood. Its alterna¬
tives, Gr^tchen and l'eggy, have, of
course, the same meaning. There are in¬
deed all the elements of romance, chivalry
and poetry bound up In the world's nomeu-
clature, if we do but take the pains to
make ourselves comprehend them.

Nearly every physician who writes about
the physical effect of bicycle riding rounds
up with a warning against "over-indulgence
in this fascinating exercise".which seems
slightly tantalizing at tills season when long
rides are almost impossible.

^
The true sage mattes for himself happi¬

ness in miniature.

THREE WOMEN LIGHT-HOUSE KEEPERS.
Women who live in sheltered homes will

be interested in reading of the Isolated
lives led by the women who keep the
light-houses of the country. The story
is simply told, but the facts are full of
romance, poetry and heroism.
There are about twenty women in the

United States employed as light-house
keepers, and in efficiency and faithfulness
they compare favorably with those of the
male sex charged with ^similar duties.
Among the women who light the lamps

for those who go down to the sea In ships
is Mrs. Maggie Norvell, light-house keeper
at the head of the Passes, Port Eads, La.
It is her hand that clangs the great bell
that in season of fog must ring out over
the dangerously darkened waters of those
Passes. She Is a woman of Indomitable
courage. On one occasion, when her as¬
sistant was absent, she struggled over
the long reaohes of flooded marsh, and
climbed to the lamp, ominously darkened
In the thick fog settled over land and
water.
Mrs. Norvell says she has loved her work

night, she heard a voice In the darkness
saying: "God bless your bell." It was

the voice of a woman, invisible among the
bleak waters, who was being guided in a

skiff to Quarantine with her sick child.
Mrs. Norvell is a verse writer of some

ability. Many of her contributions have
found their way into the columns of the
New Orleans Picayune.' Her verse exhibits
that loving familiarity with the moods of
old ocean known only to those who have
lived close to its great heart. Following
are two stanzas from a poem by Mrs.
Norvell contributed to the Picayune,
"That Little Form in Red:"

I made my baby a bright red dress,
For a vagrant bold is he;

And I keep that little shining form
"Twixt sie and the golden sea.

Only the silver-breasted bird.
The pelican, wings outsvread.

Casts a fleeting shade on that happy boy,
That little form in red.

Mrs. Norvell is writing a series of chil¬
dren's stories, "Around the Light," taken
from experiences recorded in the Light¬
house Journal, dating from 1876.

PRINCESS CLOTILDE'S CUT.

When the Princess Clotilde, the daugh¬
ter of Victor Emmanuel, came to Paris as
the bride of Prince Napoleon, Eugenie,
herself a parvenu, felt some constraint in
her dealings with the daughter of a race
of kings, but did all that she could to con¬
ceal her feelings. Clotilde was very good,
very pious, very quiet, but as protd as
Lucifer. At one of the splendid fetes that
were aranged to celebrate her arrival in
Paris, the Empress remarked to her, rtlth
an air of one who has been accustomed to
that sort of thing always: "I am awfully
bored, aren't you?" "Yes," answered Clo¬
tilde quietly, "but I am used to it." Eu¬
genie never forgave her for this remark.

A LITTLE KNOWLEDGE.
First Small Boy.What Is fllthy lucre?
Second ditto (who reads the newspapers).

"Why, money with microbes on it, of
course."

,« i n * nt n

'''Hum
since the time when, on a densely foggy

Mrs. Harriet 13. Colfax is keeper of the
Michigan City Light. She was appointed
light-keper at this port in 1861 through
the influence of her cousin, Schuyler Co-
fax. afterward Vlce-l'resident of the
United States. Not for a single night, t
is said, during all these years, has she
neglected her mission. She is a native of
Ogdensburg, N. Y.
Ellen Wilson Is the keeper of the ligl

at Lake Pontchartrain, New Orleans, an
has held the office for fourteen years. The
waters of the lake are subject to sodden
storms, and the lights may be »een for
miles distant. As many passenger . earn¬
ers pleasure yachts and schooners laden
with lumber and coal sail the waters of
the lake, the Pontchartrain lights are coa-
sldered Important.
Mrs Josephine Freeman Is keeper of

the lights at Blackstonl Island, Mary¬
land, and has occupied that position
since 1S76. She has witnessed some ter¬
rible storms. The Winters are severe, and
Mrs Freeman is often compelled to walk
across the ice to the Maryland shore-
about a mile distant-for her mail and pro-

VOnnthe west side of Lake Michigan and
the north point of Milwaukee B.ay rises
a two-story white structure, tilth a re

iron tower surmounting it. r
North Point Light, described in the offi¬
cial register, as a fourth order, fixed light
varied by white flashes at Interval^forty-five seconds, at an elevation of 122
feet above the lake level, and visible at
a distance of nineteen and t^ee-quartermiles. Mrs. Georgia Stebblns has sened
as keeper of this light since -188*. Sht
has been a witness to many thrilling .pee-
tacles, not the least among wWch Is the
following, perhaps best described in her
own words:

.In 1893 occurred the greatest catas¬
trophe which has been known to the light¬
house. The city of Milwaukee, then build¬
ing an addition to the intake, «ound It
necessary to build a coffer dam and crib
at the lake end of the tunnel, something
like a mile distant from the shore, and on
this placed a house where the workmenTre XZ,. On .he 1Mb of April . «er-
rible storm arose. At sunrise, when I was

AN UNFOUNDED REPUTATION,

Miss Samantha had been Putting up
some of her justly celebrated brandie
peaches, and it occurred to her that
would be a graceful and not unmaldenl>Tot ,»L «Vr of .born «« tb. »w
lster The dominie was touched by
thoughtfulness and dashed her off the fol-

l0Dew Mlsf Samantha: Thank you bo much ft*
your kindness. I appreciate your
peaches highly, but still more the spirit
which they were sent. Sincerely
And this is the authentic foundation of jthe rumor emanating from Miss Saman-

tha's sewing circle, that the Rev. 1 eleg
Brown Is a drinking man.

A clever woman physician of this city Is
handicapped by the unfortunate name of
"Dr. Kilham."

Friendships of women are
wherein they stick their pins.

cushions

GREZEUM BROADCLOTH GOWN.

A wonderfully stylish gown Is made with a dark green broadcloth skirt, and warp-
printed silk, of a greenish shade, for the sleeves. The rest of the waist is of the
broadcloth, gathered into a round yoke and drawn full Into the belt, which Is of
green satin ribbon. Bows of the same tip the shoulders, and streamers and a small
bow fasten at the left side of the belt. The sleeves are to the elbow aud are finished
with a ruffle of green cklffou.

extinguishing the light. 1 noticed that
(he crib showed signs of weakening, and
In a few moments the house was carried
away: In the next hour the machinery fol¬
lowed. Not having seen any signs of life
the previous day. I concluded that, all the
workmen had taken to the shore before®
the storm became severe, as they were In
the habit of doing. Imagine, then, my
horror when six men made their appear¬
ance on the platform left standing, in
the flercc, driving rain. I started at
once for the nearest telephone.nearly a

mile distant.to Inform the life-saving
corps. They at once responded, but when
I returned there was but one man left,
the rest all having succumbed to the cold.
It was a thrilling sight to see those bravw
men work to rescue him, which they
finally succeeded in doing, and out of sev¬
enteen strong, hardy men he alone was

saved."
Among the women light-house keepers

nearer home is Mrs. Nancy Rose, keeper
of the lights at Stony Point, N. Y. She
is one of the live women in this State to
till such a position. Her husband was

appointed light-house keeperat thlspolnt In
1853. In 1857 he died, and she was ap¬
pointed In her husband's stead, and has
served ever since. Her life has been less
full of stirring incidents than those of
many others, for the Hudson River Is not
beset with severe storms. But the cease¬
less vigil to which she has been compelled
might tax the strength of even strong
men, yet for nearly forty years she has
been found at her post of duty, with calm,
quiet courage doing the task that has been
set her.a lonely, thankless task, under
dark or starry skies, in clear or stormy
weather.
And as much might be said, doubtless,

of others among the score of women who
tend the light-house beacons and sound
the fog bell in nights heavy and dark with
mist. The story of Grace Darling has
often been told, but that oT Ida Lewis
(now Mrs. Wilson), at present keeper of
the Lime Rock Lights, Rhode Island, who
put off alone In a boat on a tempestuous
sea to go to the rescue of shipwrecked
sailors, is America's complement to the
heroic Englishwoman's story.

HER ONE FAILING.
That no man is a hero to his valet has

become proverbial. It seems likewise that
a woman may not remain a peerless prin¬
cess to her tradespeople.even though she
be the Princess of Wales. An English
woman, high in the confidence of a great
firm of London costumers, tells what trials
flow from that great lady's habit of un-

punctnallty. If she agreed to give a tit¬
ling, or look over the designs, say at
3 o'clock In the afternoon, says the fore¬
woman. while, of course, you had to be
punctual to the minute, you might count
upon reaching her somewhere between 4
and C. Indeed, so fixed Is her habit of
delay, it Is said, that whenever punctu¬
ality Is essential, as upon ceremonial oc¬
casions, if the Prince Is to accompany
his wife he takes the precaution to have
every clock in the house set forward a
good hour.
Rut, the forewoman adds, once in touch

with her. the Princess is a pattern of
gentle and gracious dignity, never falling
to acknowledge extra pains that have been
taken in her service, nor to thank
and praise warmly those who succeed in
exactly catching her own rather inconse¬
quent ideas of costume. In this respect
she is paralleled by Princess Mary of
Teck, who, equally with herself, is grand¬
mother to the throne's heir presumptive.
Ah: but she is jolly.the Princess of

Teck,'' says the dressmaker. "She smokes
all the time you are fitting her, and some¬
times will blow a cloud in your eyes,
laughing like a child. If you pinch her
too tight, or by chance prick her with a

pin, she swears at you.not angrily, but
with the merriest eyes.and in the soft
German speech that is her most intimately
friendly language."

COSTLY LUXURIES.
"Sweets for the sweet" must be the

motto of the young woman of the cen¬
tury end whether she be "Old" or "New."
A proud father of three daughters, the
other day, after footing up his year!'
bills, announced that those young persor'
had cost him eighteen hundred dollars *

flowers, not counting in the decorati
of a ball, and thirteen hundred for eanu..
Further, the candles most affected by
swagger young women.the crystallized
violets and rose leaves and delicately
sugared fruits, sell all the way from $1
to $3 the pound. Then there is the story
of the woman who makes a specialty of
rosebuds, and will sell none that have not
eighteen-inch stems and that do not fetch
her in at least $2 each. In times of
scarcity around the holidays, or when
there is a notable theatre night, this lucky
person has sold roses at. $o each, and that
not singly, but in dozens. She grows three
sorts.Bride, Bridesmaid, and American
Beauty.and is, in her way, an autocrat,
which is not surprising, as her wares are

always bespoken five to seven weeks
ahead.

J aen, further still, the roses furnished
for a single ball, irrespective of greens
and the work of putting them in place,
stood the seller of them fifteen hundred
dollars hi pocket. It .may not be out of
place to add that though it is possible, by
careful packing, to send flowers abroad in
good condition, nn arrangement ever so
much more satisfactory is ro patronize the
Internationa! Supply Company, through
w hich one can order choice blossoms of
a florist on this side, and have them de¬
livered the same day by his coadjutor in
the city of their destination.

Letters are danger* ,®yeu £ttr u,e defeuce
at libert/.


