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FE MYSTKREES OF A NEW WORL(D.

Perhaps an Unknown Race of Men Will Be Discoy-
ered by the Explorers Who Will Soon Start
to Penetrate the Wilds of the Great

Antarctic

Continent.

MYRIADS OF STRANGE BIRDS FILL THE AIR, AND
SEA MONSTERS UNKNOWN TO SGIENTISTS SWIM THE SEAS.

Professor Borchgrevink, the Explorer, the First Man Who Ever Set Foot Upon the
Antarctic Continent, Tells the Sunday Journal of His Expedition

Two friends, both Norwegians, have ap-
progched tha two poles of the earth almost
at the same time. They are Nansen and
Borchgrevink.

Of thesa Borchgrevink !s the grenter just
at present, for he ls the Columbus of a
new world, the first man to put foot upon
the wvonst Antarctle Continent, blgger than
Europe. He Is now finlshing arrangements
to return there, and will soon leave for
Europe, after making p publle address be.
fore the Amerlean Geographleal Soclety, In
this clty.

Professor Borchgrevink and his expedition
will golve the mysteries of the great Antare-
tie Contlnent—the one great field which the
foot of the sclentist and explorer has never
trod. He will search the bays and rivers

for the race of men, which it has been|

thought for mnny years may Inhablt the
unknown world. He will secure speclmens
of the gueer water fowl which live along
the shores, and then penetrafe Into the In-
terlor In search of the animals whose tracks
he found durlang his first visit.

He Intends to spend a year on the con-
tinent, with eleven followers, who In-
clude sclentlfic men and botanlats. The
finding of the south magnetie pole and the
taklng of obgervatlons therey are only
two of the objects of this viglt, and If sue-
cesaflully: carrled out these achlevements
nlone will earn for Borchgrevink the gratl-
tude of sclentists and mariners and the
thanks of future generations.

“Who knows but that there may be

- human beingd thera ™ Bordhgrevink asked

thiz question, at the mame time lobking
the Journpgl -representatlve Inguiringly In
the eye. )

*It !a by no means Impossible that the
Antarctle Contlnent may have a distinet
race of [nhabitants. Tt 1s habitable. We
ghall prove thot by liviug there for a year.

“It 1s the same distunce south from the
Hquater that Norway fs north from  the
Equator, The Antarctle” Contlnent 'Is rich
with Ilife. Dense fish and bird life char-
acterlzes Jis shores. The waters swarm
with fish and clouds of birds fill the alr."

“What reasdn have you to belleve that
there may bLe anlmal life on the contl-
nent1”

“I found trnces of anlmals," replled
Borchgrevink, "I found ~egetation on
Poesesslon Island, where llchens are plen-
tiful. I have reason to belleve that at
least bears and perhaps wolves or foxzes
may lve on the malnland, which, se far
a8 Its eapaclty for supporting animal life
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World at the

and What He Expects to Find in the New

South Pole.

of this kind is concerned, onght not to
differ much from Northern Greenland.

“If polar bears can live In the Arctle,
why not in the Antarctle? If there are
Esquimaux In the Arctie, why may there
not be a hitherto unknown and unsus-
pected race of people living quletly In Igno-
rance of w1l the rest of creéation somewhere
in the Interior of this lmmense territory,
whilch stretches Its thousands of miles
toward the South Folel

“Muny sclentiflc men would not be sur-
priged If nn unknown race of men wns
here discovered. Previous to the discovery
of the Eskuimapx there was no evigence
to show that such a race of peoplo existod,
The evidence obtainable, on the econtrary,
geemed 1o have pointed aguinst there belng
permanent Inhabitants of the frozen Atretle
regions: What we know of the Esquimnux,
who, s a rule, prefer to live thelr life
amld snow and leo rather thon to come to
warmer lotitudes, shows that man adapts
himself to climatle couditlons to & sur
prising extent."

“Upon what could such a race of men
subslst In the Antaretle Contlnent?’

“Food ought to be abundant theére of the
kind thot sopports the inhabiltasts of the
Arétie, All along the coast I fgund fish
and birds. Blubber, which s a staple of
the Nortbern Esquimau, s also obtainable,

‘“Y¥ou must remember that we know at
the present time but very Hitle of the vast
Anturctle Contlpent, even Its sencoast
belong largely unesplored. It hos nomer-
ous hays, ppesibiy the mouths of rivers or
flords, where settlements may exlgt, Then
agiing It has been soggested. that {f there

| are men there, they moy be savages or Knlf

gayages 1vlig Inlund,

“The interlor of the country s abso-
Jutely unknown, All of these things are,
of course, merely matters of speculation,
but very Interesting, and the journey that

I am about to take will, I expect, throw
much ilght vpon the matter. If thers are
any conditions existing In Autarctica which
would “absolutely probihlt the existence
there of buman belngs, 1 have yet to lenrn
of them, but I expect to kioow more on
this polot when I come here agaln."

A BTRANGE NEW' BEATL.

,From what the explorer sald it was ap-
parent that the fanna and flors of the vast
Antarctic contlnent offer full as many fas-
cinating possibllities as does Its exploration
for o new race of men. Already Mr. Borch-
grevink knows of many new thinge there
to be found, though his stay was but short,
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victims.

Not only are the very lcebergs of the
Antarctic different In thelr sppearance from
those to be met with In the frogen North,
but'1ts seis gwarm with new kinds of fish,
Mr. Borehgrevink, who s & man of many
sclentific atiainments, and who was a pro-
fessor ln an Australlan college before he
started on bis adventurous jourbey in the
Norwegian ship Antaretle, eaptured a seal
near Cape Adare that was absolutely new
to Mim. The ald sealers and whalers among
the crew of the shlp had never scen any-
thing of the kind before.

“This was the most extrgordinary seal I

ever saw,' eald he, “It was of ordinary
#size and color, but an astonishing thing
ubout It was that it bad no ears. There
wis not even the sign of g rodimentary
ear. '
“A strange warlety of penguln I found.
They were witlout the yellow ornaments
of thelr eousins of the North, having plaln
heads. These queer, sombre birds, that
have n most grewsome aspect, appenred to
me to display a bigh order of intelligencay
if not, Indeed; a rude sort of government of
thelr owi.

*“The pengolng climbed vp the cliffs some-
times to a helght of 1000 feet. As they ex-.
Ist on fish, and as this jouwrney uvp and brek
must have opcupled many days, It was ap-
parent that they must have hnd some way
of storing thelr food inside their bodies.

A QUEBR PENGUIN COLONY.

With their benks snd fect the birds hed
carefully put away most of the pebbles and
stones from thelr footpuths, When spow
covered tle ground the vonds had by con-
stufit use'by the bipds become smooth mnnd
neat, The ‘most curlous thing of all was
the way o which the pengulns seemed to
maintain order in these paths. Currents of
penguins: were continoully moving up and
down from the beach. The new arrivals
golig up always kept to the right. The
birds comlag down kept to the left. I never
once saw this rule of the road violated,
There was no-fightlng smong tha birds.

The Inveterate enemy of {hese Antarctie
peoguine, says Mr. Borchgrevink, Is o gray
rolbiber gull, wlileh gives them much trou-
ble. He sald be snw two of these robbers,
nfteér spparently consulting together, de-
gcend from the sky and make an attack
upon a peaceful famlly of penguins.

They played a sort of bunco game: While
one of these crook birds kept the l:‘wtn old
pengulns engaged the other calmly pleked
4 large plece of flesh cut of one of the
young penguins. Not content with attack-
ing pengulug, tils robber gull, with extraor-
dinary nerve, attacked men. AMr, Borchgre-
vink says that severnl times they made sn
attack upon him, and he had to fight in
self-defence.

AN UNENOWN SEA MONSTER.

A strange, unknown animal lives In the
gens of the Antarctle continent, carrying
on aguinst its Inhabltants the same sort of
bold, aggressive warfure as the robber gull
wages. against the pengulns. Seals are his

Senls shot by Mr. Borchgrevink showed gn
extraordinary number of sears and euts In
thelr skins, which had subsequently healed,
leaving a permanent mark. Previous sclen-
tific commentators upon the sea lMfe of

these latitndes had notleed the same thing -

end ascrilied It to the work of the sea
leopard. Mr. Borchgrevink measured thess
wounds, however, and was convinced that
thls wus o mistake and that some fierce
enemy of the seal exists In these waters
which kept out of sight and Is thus far un-
known to sclence.

“My opinion," eald Mr. Borehgrevink, *Is
that these wounds are not made by & tusk,
Varping from two to tweaty Inches in
length, they are narrow and straight.
Where several of these marks were to-
gether on one anlmnl they were too far
apart to have been made by the numerous
sharp teeth of another scal. The peals,
moreover, never had any scars about the
neck and head, which undoubtedly would
have been the case If battles had been
fonght aniong themselves,”

HIS FINST LANDING,

It was a thrilllng momesnt ln the llfe of
Mr. Borchgrevink when about to set foot
upon this sirange new land, whers no
human being had ever trod hefore, Thils
wes on the 23d of January.

**The cozst iine,” eaid Mr. Borchgrevink
“presented a noble and magnlficent aspict,
the huge snow-capped peaks slilolng and
ghiltering  with slngular whiteness and
beautly. The sun shone hright at night,
when we landed, and I think it ls probiuble
that we are the only people who have ever
seen the sun shining at midnight on Christ-
mRa.

*When we were nbout to land the kea
waa tolerably clear of lce dnd we eonld
seg the thousands of pengilis on the cliffs,
As we rowed asliore I conld not but think
of the event that was about to take place.
A peculiar feellng of fasclustion crept over
all of us.

“l was resolved to be the first man
ashore. When we cpme in-close. approach-
ing a pebbly beach, I could restrain my
Impatience no longer. I pluved my lands

oti the gunwile and jumped overbodrd lnto |

the water, which wns nearly op to my
walst. The boat then went on and was
pulled jon the bench, all of her crew land.
ing dry shod.

“I wns not only the first to tomch the
iand of this great contlnent. but the first
to reach the dry land. Previoos to land-
ing I bud painted the Norweglan flag ob an
old soup box, and this I fastened on a
strong pole nedr the place where we land.
ed, T collected speclmens of the rocks and
found the same cryptogamle vegetation
here as on Possesslon Island,

“l made a sbort exploration about tha
bay end was convinced that it is the very
place to make my second landing and to
establish quarters whils I go beek with
part of my company into the malnland,
The south maguetle pole will be our ob-
jective, Our gompusses showed extraordin-
ury varintions whils we were la the nelgh-

borhivod, .
- TO BE GONB-A YHAR,

“Tt 18 possible,” said Mr. Borchgrevink,
“that much minernl wealth may bs foond
in Antartica. The rocks which I brought
back with me wounld seem to lead to this
couclusion. A great chain of volcanos in
the nelghborhood rise to a helght of over
15,000 feet nbove the s=n. From the pla
whers we landed several accessible wpure
lead up to the top of the ecape nnd from
there a gentle slope runs on to the great

platean of Vietorla Land.

Mr. Borehgrevink, upon leaving England
this Bummer, will be nm-om&mnied by Mr,
T. Gilbert Bovick, of the Roysl London
Yacht Club. »s far o8 Australin. Mr. Bovick

is -grontly Interested In the forthco
expedition, having done muoeh to b 1
to a enceesafyl formation, and 1s a )
Hoglish geotleman, muoch Interestd 4
seience,

The vessel which will leaw Borobgre

vink's party on the Antarciiccontinent wii
cnll for them agalp o yoat lnter.  Memn
whils the party will divldy, one section te-
maining at Cape Adaire, md theolher, bind-
ed by Borebgrevink, poeceding inland to
find the sourh muguetk pole and discover
what they cum,

Mr. Borehzrevink’s lecture In this clty
will take pince ot Chickerlng Hall on
Marel 25 when be will tell of ks voy
nnd deseribe the freparaticng now me
for hils second Urip o the mysterious Bovth-
arn Confinent. Shee returning from his
firgt trip Le has lesured Io four lau_guﬁa-.
before solentlile Lodies st Loudon, Berlin,

Glasgow, Hamburg, Edlaburg and in Bose
ton and Chicago,
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