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N ENGEAND AND WHAS THEY ARK DOI
S8 BTN EFRI I IR,

THE \:{g%come-
:DrenHEM CASTLE -

The Duchess of Marlborough
and Her Grand Palace

THk M ERICAN
_ DUCHpp.

Those who witmessad the rgcent home-coming of the young Duchess of
Marlborough to Blenhelm Palace, the sncestral home of her husband, were
eonvineed that on this very youthful American girl thers is centred more
sympethetic rttention than on any woman In England.

The genernl davotion to the young Dnuchess is shared by everybody whe
has Intelligence, enthuslasm and curlosity to be Interested and aroused by Wl
the comblnation of runk, wealth end beanty. It may be mssumed that there
sra few persons in Englend or anywhere else, who are not thrilled by that

comblnation.

London, April 24.—The Ducheas of Marl-
porongh 1s not only the most Interesting
Amerlean In Bagland, but 1 anl Hurope.
She is the youngesf, the richest and the
prettiest American bride who has eyer
been carrled mway by & Enuropean noble-
man, and her husband bears the most
fariions title which has ever been shared by
un Americnn wife.

YWhen she arrived at Woodstock statlon
{t seemed that the whole population ot
Oxfordshire nod of one or two neghboring
conrties had gnthered in the ilttle town.
Woodstock 15 & village In slze, but for hun-
areds bf years has enjoyed the dignlty of
a borougl, mnd until the last reform bill
had & member of Parlinment all to Itself.

All the townspepple were there, from the
fut Mayor to Lhe_nmau schoolboy, Hed-
cheekod llttle country girls thraw flowers
into the carrlage. Young men from Oxford,

& lew mlles mway, cheersd uproariomsly.

After n few moments of enthusiosm thl:;
kept everyibing at a standstill the erowd
toouk the horses from the carriage and pro-
ceaded to drug the bride end the blushing
brldegrooth over the mile and & half jour-
pey to the Palace,

The bells of the ¢ld parish church, which
have rung with one exception, whenaver
# Duke of Mariborough brought home a
brlde to Blenhelm, welcomed them. They
passed _under arches decorated with
flowers, whlch are so sweet and plentiful
In Bogllsh Spring. The trlumphal arch,
bullt under the direction of the first
Duchess, the great Barah, {n honor of her
lord, was covered with them,

In the gourt of honor of the great palace
the enthusiasm reached a ellmex. Tha
Druchess was so moved by it that she burst
{mto tears. Bhe was confused and over-

| come.  That was not unnntural, for it must

Liavs been hard for m young American
woman to understand why she was the °b.'
joct of so much devotion In a forelgn eoun-

W’i‘ha bebuvior ‘of the peopls was not al-
together Imexplicable, The young couple
had come home (o occupy the only pamcg
bullt in England for a subject, and to share
the greatest historleal dignity in the land.
To tiuve such a couple for your n_elghhpru
gud to have them bear thelr honors with
ereidit, 1s no smull source of pride. The
Duke ‘apd the Duchess are both yonng,
virtuots and smiable, and eyerybody bms
g right to hope the best for their future.
The pame of Murlbordugh ls one that
stirs more hlstorieal pride than any in
Hngland. Phat country has not had many
great military commanders, but Marlbor-

‘ gugh was the greatest soldler of his day.

He won his vietories agalnst the armles ot
Louls XIV., the moest powerful monnrch
had known for centurles,
E‘;:sh?armah Goyernment testified 1is ap-
preclht\on of _Mnrlboroug'h abundantly.
Honots and money were supplled to enable
him' to become the foundér of a great fam-
Jiy. But the Mariboronghs have hardly suc-
coeded In living up to their origin. They
Lave never oumintaloed the sathe dignity
g8 the Devonshires, Bedfords, and other
ducal fimiilles, The late Duke, as we ail
kuow, brought the house to n very low
conlitlon, Indeed, ut one time,
Now e Duchess of Venderbllt birth relgns
In the house that was bullf for Jack
Churekill, aad, with a fortune to which al-
most the whole eommerce of the United
Btittes has cantributed, she may restore the
soclal dignity of the dukedom, and even give
it splendor. If her husband has any quall-
tleg of publlc ugefilnegs, he has every op-
purtunlty to develop them, which birth and

good fortune cap afford. | Thesp are & few

of the facts which explain wiby the arrival
of @ young Amerlgan woman hos caused
such & profound sensation lno Bogland.

It mpy be un-Amerieat, undemocratio
and snobbish to pay sv wuch himage to a
potsch, whp bus done no great service to
imanklind. Bul the Riglleh at the present
stage of thelr civillzatial cannot lelp these
things, nud we should at ieast be glad to
know ihat they have formed for an object

of their homage on thls occaslon, & yonug

atil ¢charming Amerlcan woman, and nol{ n
piere Muropeat man. To an Amerloan who
witnessad the demonstration It seemed

‘guite pxcusabils, -

For the benefit of people who llve and

forget quickly, 1t may be well to repeat
some Informution about this Duchess of |
: | Sho ls twenty years old,
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and {s the daughter of W. K. Vanderbllt,
second son of Willlam H. Vanderbilt, and
grandson of Cornellus, founder of the Van-
derbllt family. |

Lnst Summer she wns marcled at St-
Thomas's Church, New York, to Charles
Hichard John Spenger-Chorehill, ninth
Duke of Mariborough, The engagement
and the marriage were the wonder of New
York for several weeks, and then the young
couple salled away for the Mediterranean,
angd were talked of no more.

Mr. W. K. Vanderbilt has n fortuns of
$100,000,000 or $200,000,000, and he EBve
his daughter §10,000,000 to ald In keeplng
house. There |s hardly a bullding In Eon-
rope batter culculated to absorb that sum
than Blenheim Palace.

The young Duke of Mariborough, who Is
ni; secondary dmportance just now, was
born in 1871, and had only been a yvear
out of Oxford when he cuime to Amerlea
in sparch of a bride. His father, who was
brililunt but dissipated, married first a
daughter of the Duke of Abéreom, She {s
the mother of the present Duke of Marl-
borough. From fer the lats Duke was dl-
vorced. He spent several years as nn In-
teresting dlvorce, and nlso all his money,
Heo disposed of most of the family heir-
looms, and among other things sold =&
Rapheel to the Britlsh Government for
$450,000. Toward the last He reformed and
married Mrs, Hamersley, of New York.
Then he dlsd, |

Hls son ¢ sald to take after his mother,
& woman of excellent charncter, He l&
rather ghort, has u large mguiline nose and
& pale complexion. He Is very unaffected in
dress, manner and speech.

His American wife Is now even more nt-
tractlve than when she left thls country.
She 1 about fve feet elght dnches high,
very stralght and sledder. Her mo#t
charming feature 1s the coloring of her
ha'r and complexion. Her halr I8 of the
deepest black, snd ber cheeks have & rich,
rosy eoloritg, To these attractions s add-
ed an amlable smile, exposing two rows of
pearly teeth. Altogether sue Is llke a
beauty of that Spaulsh type which we henr
sbout more than we see,

The next step In heér socinl and publie
cateer will be Her presentation at coprt.
This wlll take place at the next drawing
room held by the Queen. The Duchess's
court dress |s shown in an accompanylng
Hlpstration. According to the regulations
It hns a train twelye feet long and Is
cut low In the medk, It is muade of the most
magnificent biue satin. With [t the Duchess
will wenr the uecklace of pearld, probably
the most valuable ormhment of Its kind In
the world, glven to her by her mother
when she was marrled. She will have other
jewels, the llke of which few, If uny, of
the wonén of thie Hnglish court possess.

The presentation of the Duchess will
be a great event. Much -as we talk of the
marringes of American hejresses and Eng-
lish lords, she is really the first woman
of one of the richest American famllles
fo make such an aillance. The dowagers
of the court will hardly be &s enthuslhstic
o8 the Iuhabluants of Oxfordshire, Some
of ‘thpm will reflect that another oppertun-
ity Lus been lost to make n.duchess of one
of thelr daughters, but there will be others,
It Ig to be hoped, who will sccept thelr de-
fent maguanimously, llke Britlsh veterans.

The Diuchess of Marlborongh will not
hiaye to go through the rush and the erush
with the comimon run of people who are
presented nt court. She 8 a great person
andd will have the entres with the wives
of Ambassadors and abinet Ministers,
| After her presentation she will be seen
in London society forat least g part of the
geagon, and vwill no doubt be followed with
unabated Interest. The Engllsh do not
drop thie objects of thelr dnterest as quickly
as Amerlcans do, [ - 7 '

It 18 expected that durlng the Summer
the Duke and Duchess will ocoupy the
Marble Houss, Newport, for o time. After
thelr return to England the Duke will en-
deavor to enter political life serlously and
will no doubt be regular in hid attendance
at the sessions of the House of Lords.

AOne of the Arat ditles of 4 well-meanlng
British nobleman ls to study the dralnhge
of the country 4n which his fanily seat is
pltnited, His Grace has ulrendy shown a
pralseworthy Interest (n fhis subject, and
there ln every reason to belleve that the
humble dwellars around  Blenhelm Pal-
ace ‘wll! gontinue to recelve kindly attens
tlons In this and many other ways from
thoir great aelghbor,

It 18 now propor to sxplaln how noble a
(dwalling 1y Dlenhelm, and whint lmportance
It must nocessarily confer on an ewner
who oan melntein 1t with becdming dignity.
For slze, magnificenco and I nago-
olntionw It is not equalled by the house g
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with the grant In 1704 of ths rulned royal
manor house of Woodstock to the Duke of
Murlborough, after his great victory of
‘Bleahelm, The sirrounding park of 2,000
aecreg went with It

There |5 hardly a4 better example of Fng-
Iish country seenery than the gentle, un-
dulating hills, the beautifal woods and the
winding lake which form the setting of
Blenhelm, From every point of view the
palnce presents ltself In a different and Im-
poslng aspect, n?'w solld and stately, now
llke a minfature town with lofty gables,
aud agaln like a castle set upon a hill,

The 'walls have an exquisite yellow. tone,
which offers a striking contrast to the titits
of the follngs. It le dn eapecially charm.
Ing experience to go from the garden, where
all that art can do has beep done, to the
wilder part of the park by the High Lodge,
and see the onks-among which EKing Heniy
I. and his brother, and possibly even Will-
lam the Conquerer- himself, were . socus-
tomed to hunt the deer. Some of the trees
bere are sald to be over a thousand years
old. .

Quecn Anne granted $1,200,000, an enor-
mous sum In thase deys, to bulld o palace
for the Duke of Marlborough, and Puarlis-
ment confirmed the grant. g

Curlonsly enough, Phrilament made no
provision as to the manner {h which the
work should be enrriad out. Sir John Vaon-
hrugh, 8 man of genlos, secnred the ap-
pointment of architect. He felt that the
opportunity of his life had come, and pro-

|ceeded to Dbnild regurdless of expense. It

was' never finlsted In the llfetime of the
Duke, and cost altogether more than
$1,500,000,

The palace Is In the midst of the park,
‘helng appronched from several entrances,
chlef amung which'ls the triumphal areh,

The bullding consists of a centrs block
high above the rest, with wings extending
forward on each glde toward the north,
thus forming & semiclrele.. On the ‘sonth
slde the front Is a stralght ne. The wings
which are connected with the centre ter-
minnte In masslve towers.

The east slde Is ovcupled by & range of
rooms known as the private apartments,
while the library stretelies along the whole
of the west side. From the library a cor-
ridor extends to the chapel, while a simllar
vorrldor from & tower on the east slde of
the palnce gives access to a range of rooms
on each slde of the clock tower. Beyond
the chipel to the north nre the stables,

of which is the riding school, a splendid
place for exerclsing horses in Wintar

The maln entrance to the palace s
through the great hsll, from which the
siloon, deploted here, opens. The celling
of the hall 1s ‘covered by a palnting by
James Thornhill, It represents the great
Duke, clad llke & Roman general, while
Victory crowns him with a laprel wreath
and points to a plan of the battle of Blen.
heilm. . The bhall s sixty-seven feet in
lelght, i

Turning to the left, the vialtor pnasea
aloig o corridor from which the doors of
Uit private apartments open. At the end
of this corrldor s a room at the hafe of

formerly a6 the Tenlers room. It has re.
cantly been fitted up as hils own private sit-
tlng room by the present Duke. It !s one
ot th SR ot ohase i ;

‘tlon for $8T.M00. An Interesting object in

with the stable court behlnd, on one slde|.

the north tower of the enst wing, Enown

poon sun. The Dule's bedroom opens pﬂ
(t. The whole palace s now in good res
palr, owing to the money luvishly expend-
eod on It by the Dowager Ducheass, former-
Iy Mra. Hamersley,

Next to the Duke's private sulte is the
state bedroom, hung with light blue slik
and fwo pleces of tapestry, The Iatter
represents scenes from the great Duke's
battles and campaigne. These and {he bat.
tles of Alexander the Great dre the sub-
jeats of nearly sll the tapestry in the pal
ace, which was made In the Low Countries
from designs by Le Brun. Recently it has
all been cleaned and repalred.

All the rooms round the: Palace open Into

one another. The' bow window room Is
next the state bedroom, and beyond thnt
Is the small lbrary, which was the Iate
Duke's stully. Then comes the Reynolds
roam, with a balcony leading to the beauti-
ful Itallan garden.

From the Reynolds room you pnss to the
clilef drawlng room’ of the paltce, known
ns the grand cabinet. It Is sltuatad in the
goutheastern tower, and is higher than the
other rooms.. Here are the best plctures
now . left In Blenhelm,

Over the chimney pleca of the adjoining
room, known as the lttle drawing room,
thera formerly hpng the anslidel Raphasal,
which the lnte Duke, needing to rulse the
wind, gold to the Governtment for $250,000.
It & now Iu the Natlonal Gullery, Itg place
I8 now ocoupled by a pleture By Blr'Joghus
Reynolds, a group of the third Duke, and
his family, paloted In 1778,

The next room, pow used as a blillard
room, once contalued the Vandyek portrult
of Charles I, whilch was sold to the na-

this room 1s & small white flng, edgéd with
edged with gold and emblagoned with
flenr-de-lys, snd eslled the banner of the
Honer of Woodstoek. A flag lke thig s
the annual rent pald to the Crown for
Blentefm, :
The cefling of the anleon 12 decornted hy
Laguerre, with a painting represgnting the
originil Duks In o chariot In the full career
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of wvictory. This room was used as a

PAND SaLon:

dinlng room when the Prince and Princess
of Wales vislted Blenbelm: In 1578,

A room In the sonthwest tower admlita
one to the llbrary, & mognificent room, oo-
copylng the whole west side. It is 183 feet
long and 81 feet wide. The books wera
£old by the late Duke. From the north deor
of the lbrary an open corridor leads tb the
chapel, where the first Duke and his sue-
cessots are buried. |

1t wounld not be worth while to describe
any more of the mpartments of this vast
pulaee. Tt is curipus to note, however, that
1t 1s bullt on & system of arches and pillars,
an exponsive arrangement, ‘which was not

‘necesaary but wns adesigoed by vanbrugh,

presiimably for tho sake of magnificence,

THE PRESENTATION GOWN.

How the Duchess of Marlborough Will Ap-
pear When She Goes to
Court.

The gown which the Duchess of Marl-
borough -will wear when she ls presented
to the Queen is o most magnificent Worth
creation. It la fashioned of rich, heavy
satin In 8 soft ethereal -blus color. The
gorgeous cotirt train measures two yards
and a quarter In length, Thie bodloe {s be-
comingly draped and cut with a sguare
decollete corgage. The entire front of the
corsaga gieams with dlameonds and Is sr-
tistically trimmed with soft, flulfy white
ostrich feathers, which eppear as If ap-
pliqued to the satin. "As the feathers reach
the owalst line . ther diminish In size, and
are held In place there by & band of satin
ribbon, which tles In a French bow at the
slde, ’

The drapery of the bodice !s canght at
ench shoulder by two Jewelled pins of
great value. The ghort sleeves are of lace,
crossed with bine snatin stripes. They are
met with long gloves. At the top of the
corsage white Mechlin lnce Is draped ef-
fectlvely, The vell, that necessary pert of
a court costume, will be fastened to the
Duehess's dark halc by an ostrich feather
algretle.
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