Mrs. Qruder
Exemplifies
he Moderp
|deal of
Beauty.

For the purposes of compnrizon with her lying sisters, the
Venus de Milo Inhors under considsruble dlsadvantage. In the
first place, her arms—and how beantiful these arms must have
besni—are gone, and the world does not ¥méw whether her fin.
gers were long and slender or dimpled and chpbby, or whether
per slbow had dlmples or how long her srmSs wera and ever
so many other things that woull be Interesting to know. Then
ber peenlinr pose, unintelligible na It Js without nrme, .thmwu
the meck out of all proporilon, and 1t ls utterly Impoasible to
ascortain {ust what fts curves would be lke If she wers stand-
Ing stealght. 4

5 The f\bsenea of the arms and the peoullar twist of the
neck bring Into etrpoger prominence than they wopld otherwise
have enjoyed the henutiful shonlders, nud here, lacking no
curye, onbampersd by deapery nnd standing out I gracefnl re-
lef, the warld behalds the classie: model of ideal shouldera.

In the t‘la:rn' when Grascs prodocsil Praxitales, when Hellenle
eulture wan at It helght and when the Groeeks' standard cgf
beanty. which sl the sworld has slnce acknowledged, was
firat sat up, the shoulders of the Yenus dl Milo were oarved
to represent the ideal woman's shoulders. And they wers won-
derfully beauntifpl h

Now let ns skip hilthely over a perlod of twe thousanf yeara
or so and eome down to Annp Tomini, 1808, The Venns 4
Mo stands In armless glory In the Louyre In Parle and tha =o-
oty women of New York envy Mra. Van Renssolaer for t_mr
beantifnl shouldirs, which, they sny, are the J:I:u'.utL beaut]-
ful in thls land.

Now Mrs. Van Rensgelpsr Cruger—Enown to most of her ad-
mirers. s Jollan Gordon-—-ls & very benntifnl woman, gifted
with a brilliant Intélloct gad enfowed with no 1ttle beauty. Rhe
has truly heaputiful shonlders, and If fhe Indies of poclety say
thet they are the most beautiful shoulders In the land, why—
tha Indles of goclety ought to know.

B ut when it comes to this point and you find. youreelf dlacms-
sing such a dellente matter as the comparative beanty of
shoulders, it Ix no more than falr to give the immortal Venus
al Mllo n chanee nnd conslder her shonlders.

You see bofore voil fhe ghoulders of Mres, Van Renssslusr
Cruger and thoia of the Venux 41 Milo, The former are the envy
of hundreds of the most beputiful women In this eountry. The
latter the dranm of all tvne srtlats,

Which do you think are the more beautifal? :

Nowndnys we baye no flxed staodard of besnty such as the
anolent Groeks hnd and there Is fnr greater latitnde of selection.
You need not, therefore, feel yoursel! bound to ablde by the
yerdict of the artists, for, after pll, this is a mntter that each
mnst declde for bimself, |

Both; you will admit, are very benutiful, and both wounld look
maghificent if you conld ses them pesplng out of n £5.000 penrl-
trimmed Worth gown, DBut whlch fre the maore to your taste?

The shoulders of the Venns dl Mllo, you will observe, are
broader, stronger and apparéntly miore robust than the dthers,
Mra. Oroger's slionlders, however, have a deeper slape and
possess more curvestlion do thoge of the Venus. j

Tn the oiden (ays gloping shouldérs. were not admired in
women, nor are they to-day looked npon.as an Indleation of the
best of health, which is, after all, the foundation of all benuty.
But, on the other hand, !n the slope of Mrs. Cruger's should-

ers thers is absolutely nothlog to Indicate weskness or Isck of e

health, and an there ara so many women that envy her it wonld

almost eeetm thnt the fasbion in shoulders—!f there bs such a |

thing—has changed, -

At any rote |t ls an Interesting sublect for speculation.

The writer hesttntes to axpress hils own opinion upon the sub-
ject. After gazing In admiration at tha portrait of Mrs
Cruger for several minutes he was almest on the polnt of ecast-
ing his vote for the sloping sbonlders and would, no. doubt,
bave done #0, hed his eyes not fallen upon the wonderful
ghovlders of the unfortunote srmless Venues.

Bo you see how It la

surprising Number of ?
[gap Year Marriages.

The records show that thare are more marriages in Jeap/
year fhan !n other yenrs. The sport which the funny men
have had at the expense of the old mald and the new woman
has a foundation In facts.

Flgures are trustworthy, they say, and hers they are for the

! of the first three months of this year, the last lenp
yoar till 1004,  Last rear, the soclsty reportera all agree, was a
good year for weddings, but leap year ls Datter:
M Tan, . Feb. Mareh, Totals
3800 -ivsesvvnossmnsusnsnsss LOML 1630 1476 4.TES

ABDB o i Venmgaas sinsanne s 1S L1,TES: - 3480 - B4R
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Tt will be weon at omcs that not only were the leap-year
+ marriages more In munber, but alse thnt the marrping woman
seema to hnve neked the wuestion just pa =mpor ned she bad the
traditional lleenge, for In Janusry of this year the mnrrlnge
record was abuormally Inrgs, In February it was niso large,
but not to so great a degres, while fn Maneh it fell off, the
patoral glnmp, the renction after & perlod of abosrmal activity.
' Leap year has the best of the bargnin by 412 for the first
thres months of thia sppson, and at that rate wonld be 1,648
ahead by the end of 18 Maken at the usoal rate of mar-
rifges leap yenr Nan nboat 10 per eent mors weddings than the
ordlnary year. The records, unforinnately, do not shaw which
of the newly-married twaln popped the question, or It might
be' stiown that at least the grenter part of the proposals came

from the binshing girl who Is led to the altar

A compnrison of the figures for flie Arst thres months of
1805 mnd 1806, so far as obtulnnble, Nowever, shows thnt the
nnmber of hridea hetivesn the sges of fwenty and thirty-five
who marted men of thelr own axed in 1895 was 177, as com-
pared with 181 in 1800, During the spme period ‘in the samie
years & declded Incrense 1= shown, when the fasts eoncerning
the marriyge of women to men pounger than themselves fre
consl@ered. In the first three months of 1895 48 women wlhoso
nges ranged from thirty-five to Afty marrled men whose years
numbered from twenty to thirty-five. In the correspending
period in 1896 the marringes in which the ratlo of years was
the same numbered 71, an Increpse of 28, : ¥
8o it will be sewn from the tnble that the brldes, of greater
age than the bridegrooms have Been greater in nmmber this year
than last, and that after‘they had passed the ngo of thirty-five
yeirs they seetied moch mere rendy to take part In the drat-
Ing of the Iottery of lfe. Nobody knows how many times. on
the average each one had to propose before getilig ‘the thas-
ouline flsh to take the hook. The olty has negligently over
looked the wyalue of a record lke that, .
The records at the Cliy Hall are not eompiled In a fashion
to show the proportlons any nesrey than given In ‘the abore
table. They do not show the Ayerages for ench year, but to
~ remedy the deficlency, 200 licenses of 1805 wars contited ont,
©  un mverage struck and the average nge for 200 more In 1500

~ was ocmputed In the same way. This ls the result;

' . AVERAGE AGH. _

v Bride, Bridegreom.

R ARk AR e e

" I m‘-.‘.n..........au-i-;-_--.-.-....o .8 28,6
3 These figures are, from the method of eslculation, only ap-
|proximate, but they show the tendency clearly. The brides of

" Jeap year ase not ouly bolder, but they kre older. The bride-
.\ grooms are not only moreé timld, but they are & trifle younger
- on the avetige. Perhups fhin stite of things s explained by

the. bridegroms In leap year having walted to be proposad to,
‘mndl perhaps It 15 that the old girls hoye capturad, by prefes-

etcs the yoaug and fender hirds of promiss.

PHE MOS]

Liehtenstein
 Has the Tiniest
Natiopal Row
I All Europe.

The war spirit that has thrilled the great
nations, of Tuorope for months past baa
even [nvaded one of tha ting soversign
stntes. Lichtenstein is on the verge of a
constitutional erlsiz and its armiy of seven
nod onehalil men Is under Hrms,

Almost every one will find It necessary

s~ eonsdlt the atlas to learn just where
sichtenstein is, for no one ever hears of
the plucky Itle place, next In alza to the
gmallest government of Ita kind It Burope

It Is ' Independent a8 Wurtemburg or
Biirarin, however, and, like all litt)le thihgs,
Hinks o great deal more of its Independence
and its dignlty than moch larger ploces.
Tts ruler I8 the Prince of Licktensteln, and
Just mow his subjects are on the verge of
‘A constltutlonal erisls. No ewmplres will
be dlsrupted or kingdoms broken no mat-

doesn’t minlmize the dmportance of the
matier to the people of Lichienstein. They

of & French revolutionlst,

It seems that the Prines of Llchstenutein
finds that the effulrs of LIk soverclgnty
o along generally just as swell when he s
AwWsy us when hels oft hand, dnd for that

gay court olrele nt Vienna. ¥eé appointed n
munager, howeyer, to conduct the Govern-
ment of Lichtensteln, Just as a morchant
appolnts a superinfendent of Lls business,
This monager Las been puitivg on more
nirs than Ws princely employer ever ns-
sumed, and ‘on many ocvastons has antago-
nlzed the prople by delng things which thoy
regnrd as 'a violntion of the Coustitution
of Lichtensteln. . :

His latest not has forced the orlsis. This
was the establishment of x press cenpor-
ship over the one and only newspaper pube
Ushed in the princlpality. The éditor of
this paper Hod the courage to rake the
(manager over the eonlk [or gome govern.
mental net; hence the censorslilp. Now the
people of Llclitensteln ghy thut & press deii-
Sorshlp I8 ‘contritey to the Cogstitution of
the princlpality, and ther dre preparing to
tiphold It at woy eqst, They hirve o iy fa-
turs Legisl and the latter has paseed

BEAUIIUN

ter wlilch' way the crisls goes, but that |

arg forcing the crisls with ail the fervor

‘teason be ‘spends most of his time In the |
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‘The Venus De Milo,

of geven and onehalf men.

Very little 1s known In this opuntry sbout
the many tiny republica in Furope, yst
some ¢f them existed before Amoriea was
ever dreamed of and before Columbug was
birn. They are 5 small that they sre not
even loeatad on'tha map, _

ThHo smullest of g1l these In point of popu-
tntion 15 the tiny island of Tavalors, which
1s sitnated a tiifle more than ten miles to
fhe morth of Sardinie.. A ‘recont gessna
shoyys: the population to be ffry-five, in-
cluding mon, women, childeen and babies.
Tayniora hos enfoyed 8 republican form of

| 'goyerntonnt | looe 18800 Tu G0 King | man, no avmy or navy and
| Onavies Albert of Sardiola gave the lsland|Bverything runs smop The peoplo fsh;

that none of his kin clalm the right to the
throne. From 1862 to 1838 the goyernment
van Mself, as the peopla 4 not know
what to do without a ruler, and none of the
Hartoleonl family evinced an inelinstion for
the throns, | 3

Hinaliy'the people drew up a constitution
&nd elected a President. The country’s in-
dependence was formally: reengnized by
Taly in 1887, It is an pdvanced ropoblie fn
a way, for the women vote ss well ns the
‘man Brery sixoyaare a - Préstdent ond his
Conncll are elpcted, and they serve withont
pay. This republle Las not a siogie police
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A VEE]
the “X” Rays
Men Bald.
1t has now besn discoversd that Rosntgen
rays make men bald. At lenst that Is a
natural inference from the dlscovery made
& few weeks ngo by Professor John Dgalel,
of Vanderblit University.)

He and Dr. Willam L. Dodley declded
to mnke an sttempt to photograph throngh
the head of n chlil in sn coffort to locate
A duollet which was suppostdl to be lodged in
the bralo. A plate bolder contalulug o sonsl-
tive plnte was tied on one alds of the ohild's
hend with a ‘eoln bétween the plate and the
hend.

The Crpokes tube From which the X rays
Were to emuanafe was placed on- the other
|alde of the heed. snd the current was ihen
:amar! on.  The eleciricity played Into the

for nbout an hour, sud Professar Dan-
el gnys the currsnt wis wedk tather than
strong. ;

The Roentgen rys were procured, bnt
when the plute was developed it showed
that they falled to penetrate through the
head of the ehild, an that the experiment,
g0 far as loeatiog the bullst waw econcerned,
waa & fallupe. The strange resuit of thie
work, which sliows that the Roentgen rays
are dendly to' haly, dld not develop for
twenty-ons diys.

Then It was discovered that the spot oz
the head of the cbitld Wwhicha had been di-
réctly exposed to the Roentgen rays wan
perfeatly bald. All the balr hnd coms ont
on n gpot thiat was sbout two Inches In
dinmeter,

Tha skin' looks healthy, and there has
bean no paln or other-indleation of dtsorder,
but there s nothing to show thiut the halr
will ‘grow azaln, The tnbe which germin:
ated the Hopnigen rays. had been held
abont halif an Inch from _ﬂm hult of the
hond, and there s bardly o doubt that the
ripa cnnsed the laiv to come out. -

The Intersity of the dlschaige - was Dot
gufflelonit to Neat'the tube more thao slight.
Iy, und the otvdsionil smull elenfrasiafic
spark from the surface of the tube to tie

| swallowad him up In ita enpaclous deptha.

| enswered enrnestly.

A Uisit to
ildreth, the
Grain Wreeker,
Ip Auburp
Prison.

Anbnm, K. Y, May 15.—A boy o young that he looks
though he shonid stlll be In knickerbockers Is -
striped sult of a canvlet behlng the walls of Auburn Prison.

He 13 only seventeen years old and hes been sentenced ﬂ
pasa his lfe behind burred doors as 4 erimingl emong erim "
all of them older thnn he and proficlent In ‘every form of vied |
and of crime. He no longer hns & pame, He is aowa by &
number’ that s peglstered in the prison book, He is oz §
34.455. That Is sl that will distingulsh him from his ‘fellc
who are all striped like himself. Murderers, thieves :
erooks of all sorts will be his companlons. Though he should
live to be old and gray, as “lfe men” usnally do, he will neven
sgaln look upon the sunshine 88 A free man.

He 15 “Jack' Hildreth, the boy convicted as the lendme of
8 band of would-be bor desporadoss, who pose ns Glme novel
heroes. These boys loosened n rall la the track of the New Yorlk
Central Rallroad mear Rame one nlght Inat November, with the
rez;n that the limiteq fast mall ron off the track, killing thel
engineer and one oth ’ :
o et man, and Injuring & number of nlllq
Hnd the . boys bepn eanght that nlght by the men who
on bnar_d the wrecked trein, there in lttle doubt that they w
have recelved swifter punlshment for thelr recklous pet. I
R pamsenger on board the traln which followed directly on the
fnst mafl, the wreok of which stopped our tralc. Aboot
In the morning we plokeq up most of the pasgengors snd
them on to thelr destinations. Many of the women weee

and T well remember the violent indignation of men,
they had discovered that botn RS '

None Imnglned, however,
been the wreckers,

the train bad been purpossly wrecked, 4
that a growp of half-grown<boys L
7

]
TOUNGER OONVICT.

TER
I saw Hildreth throngh the courtesy of Wurden Btout,
Elod heart is yery much touched by the boy's sad fute,
drerh s the Foungest convict ever In the prison, and a [
prison suit had to be made for him.on Aecodnt of his smallness,|
It Is not the cnstomn to allow convictn to reoeive 1 g

except on the regular visiting day ench manth, and newspape 2 ]
representat] vey drbegn izt

are especlally barred, but the warflen made sn
exception for me. Thers wns n Iitila pauss while a hqﬂ
went after fhie lnd, as I walted. In #pite of the warden's words
I tally expected to spe & rough-ooking and repellant yonthe
When the door openeg I could hardiy repress a ery of o
Blldreth s smnil and hus & particnlarly boyish and Inned
cent-looking: face. He could enstly pass for five years M -
for the age given In geventeen, wr
He s a typloal “bad boy™ in appearsnee, for thaanischisf Im
ks ere contradicts the ingennousnsss of his face. e bLas &
round tow head, wllehtly bullet-shaped fn the brok, and the hah
Inclined to be reddish. Close cropped o8 1t Is, 1¢ clearly define
big head. Hisores are blue and twinkilng, snd somewhat
set, The lower part of his face In good. The prison pallor
not yet sattled upon him, nor hes his manner of talking or.

conviet. As he stood thers, be looked NHke m

Ing worse.
“Thig 18 Mz, Hildreth.” sald the Warden., smiling atthe
end motloning hm to & seat. Evidently the Warden has rels
pomewhat toward btm.  Fow conviets are addrencod by
names; none are called “Mister” or allowed o ait in the 3
den's offica. Iam sure that eyery mother In the conntry
bless Warden Stout for this éffort to kecp some spark of Y
alive 1n the heart of lils motherless boy.

! A PATHETIC SPRCTACLE, x
‘® stood In the doorwny carrring m cap mnde ofrths same
terial as his sult. Tt was of fiannel, i"l')l!. with wide biae
atripes, running horlzontally aronnd the body and: the legs. I8
was a pathetle, awful sight, to ses such s bright, boylsh face

ghove snch a garh.
“Do yon wish to see me?” he asked with s very polite Bow,
T told him that T had come from New York to ses blm, as
£ big arm chalr,

he seated himself In an sasy sttitude in

“I'hope you won't mind my belng present? the Warden

apologatienlly. Hildretk gmiled at this

1 asked bim some questions ahout the erime for whioh he

been imprisoned, but be would not tnlk on the subject. .
“T must ask you to pxouse me,” ha sald, “but T refuse to lgd -

cuss that matter. I liave said gll thnt T Intend to say sbomt §E*

In such a deed,” T sald. el
“I am vors gorry thut wuch & thing happened, certainly,” By

] A
term of tmprisonment?™ &

“How do you feel about your long
ankad hlm. “'Are you discourngnd ¥** ;
"Well. my falure does not look very bright; but T am gur

THE SEADOW OF SORROW,

An plmost imperceptible shadow passed over the
The Wardet saw {t a0d hroke In haptlis: d

“She enn vielt him every month, you know.™ The lad's
‘brightened a bit.

“Tell me some of your school eseapades,™
some other Rorepe: tha: you were in heforp.

He Tooked ‘nt me a trifle indignantly—1 faneled,

*T never was it any scrape before; this Ig the first
I ever got In trouble” :

“Your motlier 15 noj "iving, 1s she?" ; -iie

“8he dled when 1 was i littls over a year ou,-_u_-d
nnd his volse grew #ofter, I don’t even remember her”

“And you ran nway from home beenuso of your stepmothesy
nnkdnesy >

“¥ou did sot lire with yonr fnther when s chtlAT*
“No. I llved with my grandparents et Upper Red

to New York and lived with my father for a while T
‘about t{welve years old then. T loft home and came' to
where T found employment, T was very anxiots to learn

1 baive alwars been luterestad In solentific matters. T never
my father that T was at ab agricnltural college. That ls or
of thée muny untrathe that have been printed about me,
| vislted my father's home In New York Ootober last, und eams
back to Rome November first. My fotention was to spend

S

be called the blnck shoop, especinlly Bow: but the fact s |

I nmever did novihing worse than any other ‘boy. 1 have
described as 8 ‘hard esse® and nll that sort of thing, b
ple wha know me lmow dilfarent ™

Hildreth rose to leave the room, and bowed peo
plensantly. As he resched the dobr he turned and bowed | ;

“I want to see your soon {0 dreange for your Mm”w-
Warden Stout as he paesed ont of the room. J i

The boy smiled again. “Good by," he sald, and turoed.
the: prison hall that stretched before him,

s futurel What a mockery that 18 T satd.

“He has not yet been assigned to any partioninr work,™ .
swered the wirden: “that is what I meant. Tou see, be la o
a bhoy: 1 feel very sorry for the poor Hitle chap.'” - ﬁ

HILDRETH A BAD BOY. ol

That waa exactly the way in which Hildreth impressed me.

Mo is n bad boy, who, instead of being propsrly cohrrected

e

'
+4

witlking become that of the watchfnl. soft-footed, smfunﬂnl '
mischiovous urobind
who might have been caught robblog the prescrves closet, nothd

-

-

“Na doubt, you deeply regret that you wero even implicated]
*

that with good behavior the other boys and myaelt will get Ak

all vight.” : R <0 2
I asked him abont his sweethenrt, Miss Perrsn, of Ro _-ﬁ-i. "t

he only smiled and wonld say nothing, ' T ._'.‘: -
“How old is she?' 1 neked. Rt
“I really couldn't sny." he answered, sHll smlltng, *7. ,‘JJ
“Do’ you ever expest to se¢ her ngaln?™ w =]

o
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“Yes: I do not eare to ' shont that now.” . N:“‘

Duteliess Comnty.  They both dled In February, 1999, Mjﬁ ! :‘

e

Winter srith Mr and Mrs. Bowman, who wore nlways verym
3 3 b AR
kind to me, Bince my grandparents' denth thelr home was the ur‘-: -
otily home I have had. RS .-'L';'
1 bave ene slster and two brothers. Yes, I supposs T mig L.
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Mis {xm]r,s. hns been allowsd fiee reiln with o money allowsne u} [
The' workt boys often mnke tho best men, and T think m "=k
dreth, I properly Urnined, would yet be & good man, F. ‘.:h {
- As 1t Is, be wlll huve no chance to improve. He has rem e, 8
Blo sclf-possesslon and perve for 4 boy. While tolking to Rim X~
wan frequently overdome with the horror of his position ang jaj
was unable 1o speak to bim, but he tever showed the & _ th
| emation. Certalnly he huy fed on & dime novel diet and o
‘hiemanner, though his apsech i well R1yr
f C1oERT I
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