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MRS, FLENING'S LIFE STORY TOLD
[N THE OPENING OF HER TRIAL.

Prosecutlon Opened by a Review of Her

Love Affairs, Money Difficulties, and
Many Quarrels with Her Mother.

Assistant District-Attorney Seaman H. Miller

Checked in an Attempt to Go Into the Story

of Her Four Children

and Their Parentage.

Senior Counsel for the Defence Brooke Began His Objec-
tions During the Opening Statement, and Fought to Keep
the Evidence Within the Small Limits of the Law.

STORY OF MRS.

BLISS'S DEATH

FROM POISON.

Janitress Mary Leonard’s Experiences with a Pitcher Which Had

a White Substance at the

Bottom, Followed by Nurse

Phillips's Tale of a Meringue-Topped Pie, the
Testimony of the Last Physician,
and an Adjournment.

By Edgar Snltus,

Iustrations in the gymnastles of yawn-
ng eenged yesterday In Part IT, General
Hessions. The weather had changed, the
jury boxz hod been fllled the day before,
the. trini of the womnn aecused of matel-
cide nt last bogan and it was with the volee
of an ogre in n fairy tale that Asslstant
District-Attorney Miller opened for  the
proseantion.

A moment before, in weeds so deep that

Df, Willlam F, Bullman.
Mrs. Bliss's physielan, He was called
by her friend, Avgustus L, Tuebner,
and saw her twice between the hour
she became il and her death. He hos
gald Mrs., Bliss accused a relative of
having polsoned her.

they betokened rather a widow than an
orphan, the defendant, Mary Allee Almaont
Flenilug, entered conrt. The knowleidge of
coming arralgnment embarenssed neither
her étep nor her speech. She grested the
lawyers who nre to defend her ngnlnst a
monstrons charge with an everzdihy hreak-
fust room alv, and when she had seated
herself and looked about you might have
taken her for a mere spoclator, so much
at ease did she seem,

At hre side was her sister, Miss Bllss, o
pretty girl with a walst that would it in a
gurter and o follow-me-lads expression, She,
too, seemed unpdrturbed, and b a moment,
when Mr. Miller turned to sididress the
jury, the rhyme of her lipa parted ex-
pectantly, and you conld see she wus glad
that after two weeks of talesmen balting
at last the rvenl fight had begun, 8o was
everybody.

The Specincle of the Andience.

The court was packed ns 1t hnd not been
yeat. The atmesphere was charged with
expectaney. Within the bar the prosecut-
Ing attormeys lolled, fresh os palnt, and
meek ns pantbers that are fod. Agalnst
that bar, cranching there, ware the counsel
for the defence, meck s thelr opponents,
but prapared to spring. To the rear was
the flowef of newspaperdom, hondsome
young men, dressed to the ears in regplen-
dent collars and astounding eravats.
Beyond were the spectators, n solldl miass;
ladies of every (degree, extept (he high one,
and with them, or withont them, men
whom you would recognize as first nigliters,
others whom, yon wonld not recognize at

nll. To the right of the bar, and facing it,
were experts In chemlstry who, perhaps
are experts In gastronomy, toe, To the

left wans tlie jury box filled ot last, &fter
600 efforts, and beneath the amber panoply
of the hench, hls eyes probiog the defend-
sat, sat the Recorder, f o« 377

It was a curious apertade. fa uuique ona,
For 1t Is the first time since the days of
Mrs. Maybrick that a woman ‘of quasi-
simllar antécadents and conunectlons hns
been up for murder at the bar. T{ was like
a piny with only this dlMerence, It wwas
renl—a drama of mud nnd of blood without

orchestral accompuniment,
The Prosceution’'s Review.

Mr. Miller ceomplimented {he jurars, and
asked them 1o Iny thelr Dlnme for the de-
lay Lu_choﬁlng' them upon the lnw, nnd not
on the defence. He wionted them to be-
Heve Mrs, Wewlng inpnocent until he and
Mr. Melntyre proved her gulity, and he
geaured them that pronf of guilt would he
presented.  He then begnn the story of Mrs:
Flemiog's 1life as the prosceution las
learned 1t !

“When this defendant wias born, In 1880

301, het riother was the wife of Robert
Livingston, and reslded fn this State,
"dylogston wq amendeﬂ 'Qmm otig.

of the first lords of Livingston Manor, and
at one time was owner of n large estare,
compeising o lapge portion of the luml of
bath Dutchess und Columbin counties: In
1804 Mr. Livingston died, leaving a widow,
and o and by his last will aod  testament
be devised to that wilow o Inrge portion of
his estnte. After ler decense certaln por-
tlonis of hils esthfe were to come to this
defendant, then known ns Mary Allce Al
mont Eivingston, and a certaln sum of
muney also. In 1888 the wldow was mar-
rted 1o Henry E. Hllss, then a merchant in
this clty. They reslded together and the
daughter, this defendunt, becime one of
the household.

“A eortaln portlon of the eatate of Robert
Swift Livingsron was willed to Mary Allee
Almiont Fleming absolotely, and she belng
anmarpeled, her mother Lecaome hor pusrs
dlan and Held the fands in troet, after giv-
Ing 1lie necossary.bonds . tn the Surrognte
of tlils county, Tn 1570 gome of the [Wnds
wihilch Mr, Livingston died possessed of
were sold. One portion of the praperty sold
was at Wehty-fonrth street, near Avenue

Mrs. Hannah Phillips. y
Nursa ealled to attend Mrs, DBliss;
ani was with her whan sho dled,

‘Twntwonllmhs nf ihlu inud was tll’-
eleed to Mrs., Bllss (then Mrs, Lividgston)
for her lfe. A décree privileged lier to
take n Inmp sum In len of her share in the
annunl income. The balance remalning—
something Itke $7,000—was placed In the
hnnds of the City Chamberlain and re-
mained in his hands until Mrs: Bllss's
death last August, when it had angmentod
to about $26,000, Ton 1878 a blll passed the
Leglslature allowing another porilon of the
estaty of Robert Livingston to be sold un-
der the supervision of the Supreme Court.
Under the decree |n the ease the widaw
conld elect to take her sum In gross also,
and she took It and the balance was first

“One of your number said: “I can-
not conceive of a woman's commit-
ting such a crime.'"”

L

“'Doctor, 1 know 1 am going to
die" ™"

Five Poses of Assistant

turned over to a trust company and subse-
quently placed In the hamls of the City
Chamberlaln, and this sum of Angunst 30,
158615, amonnted to about 60000, making
the sum In the hands of the Clty Chamber-
Inin at the time of Mrs. Bllss's death about
BE5,000.
Misn Vivingeton's Estate.

“Now, whlle her mother was allowed to
repelva ler poction in gross, Miss Living-
&ton coulid not treealve anything untll Her
mother's death, Mrs, Bllss lnvested some of
her money, And when the panle of 1873
enme, these Itvestments turnad out very
mnfortunately, and she lost all or nearly
all of her estate which she hal recelved
from her husbhand Robert Livingston. Dur-
ing the latter part of 1870 the defendant
tesided with her mother ang step-father,
and was educated by them, For a oon-
siderible portlon of the tlme she was dt
the avademy of Mount 8t, Vincent, a llttle
bhelow Yonkers. ‘About the year 1877 she
went to reslde with her. mother at Toms
River, N. I., on tho praperty which her
mother had purchased with part of the
firbepeds of her fortune, This property
was hedvily epcumbered by mortgages and,
plpee by plece, was swept Away from Mrs.
Bliss.

“In 188%, while at Toms River, a8 child
wans born to Miss Livingston, as she was
then ealled. Bubsequently ltigation arose
between thls defendnnt and Henry Fiem-
gt —

Mr. Brooke atopped him with Indignant
ohjection. T object to the Distrlet-Attor-
ney mnaking that statement,’ =ald  the
seninr counsel for the defence; “frst, he-
eauae 1t ia untrue, and, second, biciuse the
prosecution has no right to wo/Into matters
afferting the life and morals of this defend-
ant.

Mr. Mlller walted golemnly while Mr,
Melntyre defended hilm. *“This Is not In-
tended ns nn asgault upon the character of
the defendant: It 15 merely loading up to
the £tpry of the motive of this defendant
in premeditating the erlme”

“T think," sald the Recorder, 'the prose-
entlon may presept in o general way the
story of the defendanot's life. but withont
dernils reflecting upon her character.”

Mr. Brooke was not satisfied, but Mr,
Miller was allowed to go on.

The Story Grows Interesting,

“A short {lme prior to 1882 Mrs. Bliss
was engaged In business in Elghth avenue.
In this elty. and just prior to the Htlgation
slie made a genernl assignment of all he
property.  In view of the faet that she wns
gunrdian of Miss Livingston and had used
sonte part of the funds belonging to the
defendant. she made the asslgnment to'
Charvles Lronm, Jr., making this defendant
e preferred creditor for such money as sha
Justly owed this defendnnt.’”

Mr. Miller raferred guardedly to the ides
fondant's silt for breuch of promlse agninst
Heury Fleming, the father of her frst
chllil, necording to her eontentlom i that
proceeding, and to the verdlct In her favor
for 75,000 damngea. 4

“Phat judgment was never appenled
from," esnid Mr. Mliller, *“but a settle-

ment  was made and a conslderable

cused of poisoning.

. Henry N. Bliss. .
Bromwutalmmwx.mmmno:tnsmmm-m”uu-

portion of the money, nmounting to some
210,000, was piaid loto the hands of this de-
fendant. The Tems River property was
goll, and this defendant came to New York
and purchased a house In her own name.
She came o New York with her mother
and stepfather, Henry E. Bllss, While Mr.

MRS, MARY LEONARD,

Janitress of the flnt hovse on Bt.

Nicholas aveoue, In which Mrts,

diad.

Bllss

Blles did not always remaln In the house,
he bore a large share of the expenses. But
the honsa which was purchiased did not
long remain in thelr eonfrol. A purchase
money  mortgage was taken and  soon
the money was demanded and title to the
house passed from thiy defendant,

“The defendant continued to remaln with
her mather, and also her balf-brother and
the half-sisgter whp now sit2 by her slde In
this court. They continued go to reside fo.
gether, at one time in Willls ‘avenve and
then at No. 235 West One Hunpdred and
Thirty-elghth sireer, While they Uved =t
this hounse the defendant became -ae-
gualnted with two young Germans. One
of them named, Ferdinand, will play an
lmpoitant part In this ease.

“It I8 not neceszary for me to refer In
detall to nll the evidence to he Introdueed,
but the mother was not favorabile to this
yonng man Ferdinund., The defendant
seemed to have what may be termed a vio-
lent fascinntlon for him. She would meet
him elandestinely and wonld try to de-
calve her mother, as perhaps she will try
to decoive yon, for she 15 a woman of no
mean mental calibre.”

My, Miller 1s mot a graphic orntor. He
gava nedrly a1l his detalle a legal docu-
arent phrascology, and when he departed
from that style Hig language oftén becime
Involved. Hls tone was cold, hiz demeanor
solemn.

The Third Child's Birth.

It is falr to say this fo yon,” be sald.
“that the sister nlso knew this young man,
and, although now thers Is apparent cor-
dinlity, this fecling has not alwanys exist-
o between them. The mother knew what
would be the result of thiz Intimacy he-
tween the defendunt and Ferdinand, and
when the Intter was abont to fake his de-
parture for Burope, one morning lo 1883,
the mopher and her younger diughter werp
at: the wharf, and so was this -defendant,
The mother erated this defendnnt at that
time, but could not sepanrate ber and Fer-
dlnand.,  He retorned In May of the same
year, and the relatlons that existed be-
tweon him and this defendutit up to the
time of the birth of Mrs, Fleming's thlrd
el meed not be described.

“You may imagine the feellhgs of that
mother during this period.  Tha family
was Dbroken up. Mrs. Bliss and the half-
brother.and sigter of Mrs. Fleming went to
llve at No. 2067 St. Nicholns avenue. A
dhort tlme therenfter this defendant went
to reslde dbout Opne Hundred and Twenty-
first streel and Manhotion avenue with her
children.

“gHill the mother with her motherly love
oecaslonally visited her, although the visite
of this defendant to her mother were few
and far between. After n while she wenf
to the Coloninl Hortel at One Fuopdred and
Twentyv-fifth =trent and Eighth avenae and
took rooins with her stepfather, Mr. Bliss,
and be pald for them, it s claimed. In the
year 1887, when money was so greatly
needed In the houselhold, Mary Allce Al
mont Livingsion, under advies of Ler attor-
ney, concelved the ided that the funds In
the hands of the €ity Chamberlnin, which
wore (o remnain there untll the death of her
mother, might become avallable far use
utides proper proceedings. The proceed-
Ings were begim In the Supremes Coort enn
demand . that the annual neenmulntions of
this mnd atould be pald ta ﬂtla da.ﬁwmt.

“This great and learned Judge”——

District-Attorhey Miller O

“She used to meet him clandestinely.”

pening the Fleming Trial.

——"“And you will bring in a vera
dict of guilty of murder in the first
GCchc."

The r'.cu:rt agreed thnt this defendant conld
recelve at least the annunl accumulativue,
but the Court of Appeals finally dectded
that this fund conld not be touched by this
defendunt nntl] the death of her mother.

“BEurly o the nineties another {lea seemad
to possess the defendant. 8he hnd pre.
pared and presented to the Logisiatore an
ennbling amot, allowing the ncenmulations
In the hands of the Clty Chomberialn to
be pald. The Legislature adjourned withe
otit. paksing the bill, She consolted with
her attorneys, one of them a most dlstin-
gulshed jurist of this elty. Tlie Leglslature
whs again resorted to In 18493, but It deems
that the Leglslature adjourned that seir
nlso withont granting the rellef she de.
slred.

“In the early part of thnt yedr Feril-
nanid agaln was brought to the mother's nt-
tention. There wns a very strong and
gpirited argumert between mother and
daughter, ‘The mother kept Inslsting thint

she shonld have no further relatlons with

thiz man; the danghter inslsted that she
would contlnue them. Tr is only falr to
this young man that he didn’t seem In-

l olined to be ss demonstrative toward this

defendant ns she waa townrd him. The
mare her mother asked her to break off her
rolitions the more =et she seemed In her
passionate determingtion.

“Tn June, 1805, the crisls came, and Mr,
Bllss {nok thig defendant o the Coloninl
Hotel, Bhe Iz Indieted in the name of
Mary Alles Almont Fleming, It seems that
ghe took the name of Fleming a short
time befara the death of her mother, Cred-
itors Importuned and matters were bhecom-
ing Migagreeable and therefors you have
thts defendant indicted in that name. But
Mr, Blisa and this defendant continued to
restde at the Colonial Hotel after thet
L*The more her mother bessoched, the
|('mro hostila this defendant became toward
het. She deceived her mother ealling her fn-
solent ‘and exhibltliig a spirit which ag-
gravited the situation.
Mrs. Bliss -dled, one davghter left

time Henry RBliss, the son, Was away, on
lis vacation, In Munssachusetts, On Friday
afterncon Mrs. Bllss, her daughter, Fior-
ence, and a gentleman who had called to
see them, went to, Mount Plenzant and
the dmughter remained there and on the
following day Mrs Bllss and this gentle-
man returned to the eity. The man went
to hls business ln Chicago.

the Coloninl Horel,
there until late st night'”

At that tlme Mr. Bllss told the defendant
that she must then and there flud other

auarters. The situntion wWas a serlons ate.
8he had no fands. Her mother was con-

stantly berating her and what was she to
the
country. -Anxiety wns at Its helght and she
Bhe
knew Henry was awsy and that Florence

dn? Ferdinand was about to leave

was determined upon & fatal coonrse.

was In New Jersey and that her mother
was entlrely alone nt thet time.

“On  Friday evening Mrs. Blisa. the
mother of thix defendant, was at her home,
No. 807 St. Nicholas avenus nnd this de-
fendant knew it

mother, Searcely had Mrs. Bllsi enten the
elnm chowder when she was faken vielenlly
i1, But, gentlemen, it fortonately trans-
pired that she was not long alone, A gen-

tleman arrived, and finding her sick, weng

immedistaly to the sgent of the building,
A doctor wos sent for, but it was too late,
The Injary had been done. Although be re-
tnrned again In the evening It was ouly to
find that all ald hnd falled.

YBut for one fortunate word thle erime
might never have been unearthed. Buat for
the timely warning of that mother yon
might never liave been in that jJury - box.
Tt was not until the next day that this de-
fendant was told that her moher was dead,
The auwthorities were Immediately notified
and on the following day the dreadfal
truth became publlely known. Eubssquent
Investigations have verified ifs truth.

“I am not now golog lnto detalls further
in regard to this matter. These are hot
falnt ontlines. The finlshing of the pleture
mizst be by the evidence, which we shall
adduce. ‘There's the crime; there’s the
motive:"

Effect of That Address,

During the Initial perlod of the addsess,
as thongh not quite elvar what It was all
abowt, Mrs. Flemlug sat staring at Judge
and Jury, but lulled, It may be, by the
monatone of Mr. Miller's volte, lttle by
lttle Into the angle of her features there
entered the devour expyessien of one ot
prayer. Then that chonged.
of her checks the color mounted, her month

sesmnd to. st and te snéer, and you conld

feel ihat were she 1o & posltion to reply

Oune wook hofore
the
State and went to New Jersey. At that

On Wednes-
day of that fainl week thiz defendant re-
celved her mother In Her own rooms I
the mother remalulog

And then It was that she
prepared and seut that fatnl dose to Lep

Tu, the pallor

Mr. Mlller would have had one, then and
there,

In the features of ber pretiy sister there
wis more plaaldlty, During the address
utid the arrmingment which followed she
appeared less Indttentive than unmoved,
but the strain: to maintain that self-pos-
session munst hayve been too grent, for when
Mr. Miller sat down her cheeks fushed,
her eyes fllpd and for a moment tears
fell. But nlmost at once she scemed to re-

cover berself, she lowered a vell anil raised
i fan. The Aush, thongh, remained. Tt was
qunite becoming.

Frank E. Tow), Clty Surveyor, the first
witness to tnke the stand, testifiod bhrlefiy
and with cheerful oficial ease regarding the
Ioentlon and disposition of Mrs: Bliss's
gat on §t. Nicholas aveaue, of which a
diagram was shown.

Tuehuer Tells His Story.

Hefore this evidence was concluded Mr.
Brooke expressed Intense  dissatisfaction
with: lis seat, where, he sald, be conld
nelther see nor Lear. Mr. Melntyre told
him to tnke snother, and presently the seo
ond wliness, Angustus L. Tuebner, the
gentleman who aceompanied Mrs: Biiks (o
Palnt Pleasunt on the week before her
deatl, wos enlled. His testimony; other
wige without Interest; was extmcted from
him by main strength and apparently to his
personsl discomfort. It was 1o the effect
that ke ealled on MrE Dlss on Friday,
August 30, at abeut 5 In the afternoon; that
Immedintely afterwand, In consequence of
what she told hlm, he weut frst in seareh
of the honsekeeper, Mrs. Van Norden, and
then for Dr. Bullman, the physiclan In
ordinary to the deceascd. Dr. Bullman ke

fort she rorroborsted fluently, with a
suille nx well, and told how, summoned by
Mr. Tuebener, she had fonnd Mrs. Bliss
on her kinees, vomiting In the bathroom,
and how, Instructed by Dr. Baollman, she
had with ler own bands prepared a mus-
tard plaster. 1

The objections of Mr, Brooke liera becama
g0 effectual thar Mrs. Van Norden Was not
permitted 1o extend her testimony beyond
the mere sintement thnt on the day follow-
ing Mre. Floeming appeared *'as sorry as
aty echlld could be to learn of her mother's
death,” And after rocess, when Mr
Brooke took ber In hand, but little forther
of reportable Interest was developed. Mra,
Bllss, she sald, ocenpled the most remote
fiat In the building. In all there were ten
flats, no chlldrén and genemd gulet, Asked
whether defendant shed tears at her
mother's fuperal, she- answersd that she
dis] not notles,
to poessible " observations on the part of
Mix Fleming elicited similar replies, buat
the impleationn seimed to be that the de-
fenddnt had not exhibited ativ exocess of
grief,

An Expert Janitress,

Mre. Van Norden was then allowed to
go and the janitress of the house on Bt
Nicholns ‘avenne, Mrs. Mary Leonard, &
trpical upper hoosemald, was called.

Her testlmony at first was mainly in
corroboration of that already given, bot
presently she stated that, summoned to:
Mrs. Bliss's apartment on the night of
Friday, August 00, she foumd her partly wa-
dressed, wuconsciots and breatling with
difficulty., Wherent she felt her hands,
realized that she was dylag—a bit of ex=
pertism to which Mr. Brooke with reasen

encountered on & “bike” and sent him
gpinning to the fint, to which he himself re.
turned, end where, presumably, exhausted
by these efforts, he fell asleep, and so re-
muined watil aroused by the housckesper,
whe asked him to adminlster medlelnes
whieh Dr. Bollman had ordered. This he
did. but apparently with so little effect
thnt at about 10 that night he went for Dr.
Bullman agaln.

“What ecndition did [ you find Mrs. Bliss
In when you returned?” asked Mr, Miller.

“Pregd,” angwered the witness shortly.

Mr. Brooke Effects nn Eclipse.

This testimony was punciuated by a va-
riety of objections from Mr. Brooke. the
majority of which Mr. MeIntyre succped-
ed In defenting, yet without In any way
impalring Mr. Brooka's perslsience. After
eath repulge he reliounded, aierter. more
uggressive than before.

When Mr. Tuebéner had gone, the stand
was teken by Mrs, Ellzabeth Van Norden,
the howsekeeper alveady meutionod, an el
derly person in a fowered bonnet. Hespret-
ablilty was written all over ber, and the

 previous testlinony extracted with such ef-

Augustus L. Tuebnet.

He was with Mrg Evalina Bllss when she died of peison, administered,
an indictment says, by 'that woman's daughter, Mary Alice Almont Living-
ston Fleming. Mr. Tuebner told the story of Mrs. Bliss's death from the
witness chalr In Part IL., Geéneral Be sslons, yesterday.

objeriad—saw an attempt made to giva
Mrs. Bliss powders and whiskey, and final-
Iy, at 11 o'clock, heard the death rattle ll
her threat-and saw ber die.

Then, gradunlly, the evidence began to
assnme a dramatie aspect. A polleeman
named Sawyer wins told to stand up, and
was Identified by the jspit‘ess as a man
who on the second day after Mra. Bliss's
drath, had entered the Bat and had taken
awny 4 pitoher, In which—and ay this
polnt Mr. Brooke objected mightily—theére
was r whire substince,

Was It Poison?
“It seemed like”— the witness ocontin.
ued, but like what it seemied she was not
suffered to tull

“I saw the pltcher,” she added, “in the
hands of the nurse, Mgs. Phillips, shortly
after Mrs. Bliss died.”

“THA you see a nick In it ssked Mr
Melntyre.

Put Mm. Leopard did wot  remember
abont the -niek, and she was turned over
to AMr. Brooke, who not onily declined to
crogscxuwing but moved that the emilrs

Other questions relptive
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