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OBSERVATION BALLOONS
SHERLOCKS OF FRONT

Watchful Eyes Qunckly Detect Any Unusual Event
Behind Enemy’s Lines—Parachutes Handy
if Blg Bag is Punctured

BY AN AIR SERVICE CAPTAIN

Hardly a train moves within five miles
back of the German trenches. or a
squadron of men comes up for relief,
or digging is begun: on a new
series of emplacements, but a pair of

.keen eyves, steadily watching from great

observation balloons just behind the
Allied front, takes notice of it. Every
movement, every activity, is registered
until a schedule of the usual enemy rou-
tine is built up and the average amount
of motion known. Any departure from

this schedule is suspicious. A train
running late or with more cars than
usunl. men, in the trenches "being re-

lieved too frequentlv. new roads or emn-
placements being built too enrnestly give
the first hint that “Fritz,” across  the
line. is up to something.

A keen balloonist notes any of these
changes. and at once telephones down to
the ground. “An extra train of six cars
passed at 1040 Half a mile
farther down the line another pnlr of
eves reports, “Large convoy moving up
fo front, range so-and-so.” Still'a little
farther down another suspicious circnm-
stance is éted, until the General Staff
down below, n«ombliug all these straws,
foresces the beginning of a big offensive
across the line. Counter measures are
faken. batteries directed. convoys and
trenches smashed up, and the enemy’s
plans thrown askew.”

Offensive on *“Our Sid="

Poxsifly, however. the offensive is to
come from the balloonist’s own side.
The observer ascends with full knowl-
edoe of all the details of action, em-
holdened, probably, to move up much
nearer the German lines than usual. in
the belief that the enemy’s artillery
will he driven off. The opening bombard-
ment ix a time of ceaseless and vifal
work, spotiting shot by shot. watching
for new enemy batteries to open up,
moving the bharrage fire back and forth
with the advance of the troops. Any
error here may send the steel wall into
the observer's own troops or cost scores
of lives later by failure to make a com-
plete demolition of the enemy’s defense.

“Hoxztile airplane overhead” is apt to
break in through the telephone wire at
any moment. A German av i'llor, more
adventurons than his fellows, is swoop-
ine down. perhaps under a protecting
¢loud, in an attempt to put out the
ever-witchful eves. The observer makes
ready his parachute. the machine guns
on the ground below click off a Tain
of lead at the invader. and the windless
men start bringing the big envelope to
aronnd with all possible speed. Per-
haps the invader is driven off: perhaps
the bhalloon is stricken into flames and
the balloonist, Tforeed to parachute to the
zround. In either case it is all a part
of the dayx™s work which adds advonture
and romance to. the responsible work
done by the balloonist.

Time Brings Its Reward

Such is. briefly—very bricfly—the duty
and work of the balloon observer. Calm.
satient, ever watehful, he rides far
above the ground as thie great envelope
sways on its longz cable. Fours pass.
perhaps, but finally. as inevitably as
fate, the reward comes. A single flash,
a slicht movement across the line, and
another tiny eclaw of the German cagle
reveals iteelf for the Allied artillerymen
beneath.

The vital imporiance and development
of this work has hardly as yet been sus-
pected in  America. “Over there”
balloon observation hig become a science
which, while perhaps Tless speelnenlar
than nirplnine observation. is none the
less ecssential.  The balloonist. riding
steadils for hours at a time with the
German lines sploml out before him.
and in direct telephone commuunication

with the ground. with his bafteries. and
with other balloons, amasses a maze of
details and accurate knowledge which
his more viecarious and longer-winged air
brother cannot hope o secure.

The United States is building up such
a force literally from nothing.” Last
November the old field out West was
overgrown with weeds, the gas reser-
voir out of repair, the whole place stag-
nant. In (he last few months, however,
the _ﬁeid hns bheen eleared and brought
back to activity, the air once again is
filled with big. friendly balloong, and.
keen-faced men are being trained for
abroad. Already the
detachments are in

immediate service
American

firft

ing of their infantry, and the assem-
bling of supplies.  As the American forees
advance the balloons will move forward
also in unison with them along routes
previously prepared. Observations for
the barrage will be sent down repeatedly,
so that it may move back and fortir
with the men aund details sent so that
the enemy’'s guns setting up the destruc-
tive counter barrage may be silenced.

Every Detail of Land Noted

To do this the American ballonist
must know every detail of the enemy’s
land opposite him, for a mistak: on his
part may cost the lives .of scores of men
below., No new battery should open up
across the lines without its location be-«
ing spotted on the detail map, the num-
her and size of the pieces and ‘their ob-
jective noted, and counterfire prepara-
tions made against it. No new troops
should move into the eunemy frenches
without being fully known, numbers as
well as routes—diflicnlt work all of it—

for the German hax many wily devices for
simulating guufire and camouflaging

nmovements. .

And the work also will not be without
danger and  difficulties,  thouzh  the
(h.mcvk of a fatal outcome are not large.
IT it is not a swooping airman bent on
setting the big gas bag on fire, it may
be a rain of shrapnel seeking the same

“Peeps at Germany! All 'board!”

France, the vanguard of a large Ameri-
can balloon force which ultimately will
be as complete as any other branch of
the Army.

High in Air for Hours

Few of us here realize that the big
envelopes commonly ascend as high as
4500 feet and that they stay for hours
poised in mid-air, to perform the respon-
«ible duties assigned them. Usually the
ascent is made anywhere from two-and-
a-half to four-and-a-half miles from the
enemy’s  front-line trenches. depending
on the power of his.artitlery. Lhe direc-
tion of the wind, and the activity of the
snlient. Tn any case. the observer has
a eirele of vision of about eight miles,
and is able to pierce fur back into the
enemy's lines. The most detailed and
up-to-the-minute 1maps, the finest kind
of field glasses, and instant communica-
tion with the ground miake the balloonist
a master of everything spread out before
his gaze.

When the American iroops are pre-
paring to go “over the top” an unusu-
ally large number of balloons will be
coneentrated as secretly as possible in
masked camp in order utot to betray
what is about to take place. At the
appointed moment they will take the
air and divide up every detail of the
battle amongst them. Some will record
the heavy artillery fire. shot by shot:
others will see to it that the work of
demolilion bLehind the enemy’s lines is
effective: others will guard against any
reinforcemenis or traps.

As the troops go over they will chieck
vloxely the Germun batteries, the <hift-

MEN FROM RANKS -
SOON 70 GET BARS

Don’t Mention Plattsburg
to Any Candidate at A.E.F.
Training School

Somewhere in France, at a place which,
it is permissable to say. is noted for the
rigors of its winters and the mud of its

springs, the first training cnwp for offi-
cers in the A.EY. is rounding into its
third and -concluding month. In a
fow weeks—about the time the now van-
ishing foot of snow is followed by the
now matlerializing foot of mud—the sev-
eral hundred men who have heen study-
ing there the latest intricacies of modern
warfare will receive commissions as
second lientenants. They will be the first
sizeable group of oflicers from the ranks
of the American Army in France.

Since last December these men have
been plodding through snow on wintry
days, practicing the niceties of the latest
evolutions in attack formations. Tutored
by experienced British, "IErench, and
American officers they have learned most
of the theory and much of the practice
of modern warfare.

A Hard School

A queer sort of a school is this first
training camp—and a hard one. In an
old French military post the men are
quartered, in the shadow of Qefensive
walls built by the Gauls so long ago that
history is uncertain of the d: wte. But the
student, soldiers have been too busy to
aive these and other historic objects
more than passing attention. Tight
hours drill a day, two hours study every
evening. reveille at 6 a. m. in a snow-
hank seven days a week—these are some
of the things that have occupied their
minds.

“Plattsburg?”’ say the men at this
camp. “Why, Plattsburg was a summer
va(“itmn in comparison with thisz place.

We didn’t have any Saturday night hops
or Sundars in the city or society matrons
opemnfr their homes to us and relatives
coming around in automobiles to bring
us cakes and candy. No, sir. What with
the weather. and the work, and every-
thing, this place has t‘lLen—\\ell you
know what war is, so therc's no use
talking.”

Whatever have been the trinls of be-
coming an officer in France is made up
for, however, in ‘the results obtained.
Innured to cold and certain practicable
degrees of privation, thoroughly drilled
and instructed, the mew at the camp,
which has bene named the Army Candi-
dates’ School, have been, unofficially at
least, descnbed as the finest body of men
in France. They will become’ ‘second lieu-
tenants——plntoon leaders—in divisions
already -here.

The commlssions of this clnss-is par-

ticularly nofable in the assurance ihat
it gives ty soldiers of the A.B.F. (hai
the “enlisted man has a chance.” Men
who. in their eagerness for immediuro
service, joined the “first bunch going™
without asking foo many (uestions, will
h.n'o no cause to repent and remark,

wish T had waited and gone out for
a ummnission in the Stailes.” The stu-
dent officers at the Army Candidates’
School are the pick of the Ameriean
Army in France, selected by their com-
manding officers by order of General
I'ershing. But, although they are the
cream. they are of the first skimming
and--—-there will be others.

A British major looked over the candi-
dates last week.

“T wonder,” he said to an American
oflicer nearby, “how many majors nnd
colonels there are in that line. Yes.” he
added. “and generals, too. There ought
to e a general or two in there.”

JUST A PICTURE

1t's a snapshol. just a snapshot of the
airl T left behind.
With 2 backeground of a
lised vine:
Yot of all the o-¢alled comforts that are
given us, T find
Tha! the best is that wee photograph
of mine.
sweet face calms the terror of
the vigil in the mist,
And 1 seem to hear her voice so softly
ask,
“You'll come bhuck when all is over?”’
Then T grimly clench my fist,

neatly trel-

I"O.l' her

Turning once again, strong-hearted,
to my task. .
1i's a tattered. faded picture. is that

photograph of her,
For it's traveled some three thowsand
miles and more:
It's all erumpled up and wrinkled,
at best it's quite a blur.
But it surely keeps me =solid for this
war.
For ['ve geen the fearful havoe that the
Boches' hosts have made.
And T know that if our line should
wilt, they'd be
Down upon us without mercy. hacking
through with cruel blade
To wreak vengeance on our lov’d ones
‘eross the sea.

and

Can I think ofher in thraldom? Can
I think of her as prey
Of some spurred and sabred
. of a Hun?
Can T falter in my duly to defend her
night and day
Till the menace is removed, the viet'ry
won?
()ne last look—I put her plclure back—
the section's falling in
Y¥or to go aud storm the ‘placement
on the hill:
I am .sumwmoned to fure with ikem
through the night of toil and din

demon

Jit is said,

object or of percussion shellsendeavoring
fo blow up the windlass below:and set
the big bag adrift in a wind blowing
across  the German lines. Naturaliy.
every precauti o in the way of protect-
ing airmen and anti-aireraft guns are on
hand. buf even at that constant vigilance
is exsential

Sclected Men Observers

Men who are being selected ax obszerv-
ers, and who will all be commissioned as
oflicers, should have physieal endurance.
acute vision, and appreciation of dis-
tances and localities, and, above all. a
sense of responsibility and thordughness
in keeping with the importance of {he
work assigned to them. They may be
somewhat older than ‘aviators—prefer-
ably from 25 to 35—and of somewhat
[ess severe 1)]\5'.‘\1("11 requirements. A
special {raining is given in winds, mili-
fury observation, meteorology, and hal-
looning hefore a cadet is given his ofli-
cor's commission and his post above the

trenches in France, in order that the
high standards prevailing throughout

e air service generally may be uphelkd.

TFor the enlisted men who will form
the squadrons, gas-works employecs, rope
ricgeors, ('Old'l"'o workers, and mechani-
cians are especially fitted. The number of
men trained through their civitian ocen-
pations to do this delicate and highly
specialized work is limited indeed. and
the diflienlty of esiablishing contacet with
rhem is great. Nevertheless the forces are
being brought together with gratifying
rapidity and give every promise of he-
coming an officient. part of the air estab-
lishment which is to help the Allies blind
the German forees in l"r:mr'o

lAWS OF FRANCE
BALK U. §. CUPID

intending American Bride-
grooms Must Send For
Birth Certificates

Cupid and the law. never amicable
friends, have clashed again and the
confliet isx relarding scores of weddings,
if reports be true. of French maids and ]
American soldiers. T.aw demands birth
certificates and Cupid. who wots not of
such  teehnicalities, is  perturbed and.
temporarily at least, nonplussed. -

Cabled sfories to- the United Statoes
have told that many Americans had
already married in France, news which,
did not work for the peace

of mind of the “girl back home.” Bul
the number of warriages is actually

small for the reason {hat before 2 mar-
ringe is performed in Trance, the birth
cerlificates of both parties must be pro-
duced, and as the War Department
thoughtlessiy did not include birth cer-
tifieates in its list of “necessities that
every soldier should carry,” the soldets
americaing to a man arrived in Ifrance |
unprepared for nuptials.

Some of the Americans wrote or cabled
aidd have received sworn copies of their
birth certificates, and more have them
on the way. But there are many in-
stanees where it has been impossible for
doughboys o obtain records of their

BASE PORTS BID
SHIPS TO HUSTLE

New Docks and Tracks

- Put An End to Terminal

Congestion

BIG CHANGE IN SIX MONTHS

Bulk of Stevedore Work Is Now
Handled By Negro Troops
and War Prisoners

“Keep =ending those ships along—we
can handle them!™

That is the message which Uncle Sam’s
hired men, up to their waists in work
at our ports of debarkation in France,
can now send back to their fellow
workers on the other side of the duck-
pond.

Six months ago they couldn't. have
sent such a-message, and been truthful
about it. They did send. “Keep sending
those ships,” but the people on the other
side, working from more ports than there
were ports available on this side, chokeil
these partienlar ports to the point _of
congestign. Ior a while there. not even
twenty-four hour shifts seemed af. all
availing against the tie-up of war ma-
ferials that seemed faivly aching lo oot
at Germany.

There was nothing left to do hnt {o
enlarge the ports. to make the docks
bigeer, to DUIld more docks with stor-
ame warchouses to care for the overflow
—yes, and to dredge the harbors them-
celves. =0 they wonld accommodate 1fre
ships and bizger ones. Tt was done—
done so thoroughiy and so well that now
these base poris are able. actually. to
handle more tonnage than is now com-
ing to them. be the tonnage in terms of
men or in ferms of supplies.

Railroad facilities, too, for handling
the men and supplies have heen doubled
in eortain basxe ports during the time
the Americans have been there on the
job. in order that there may be no pile-
up on and around the waterfront. DBut
wen that has not been enough.

Build Auxiliary Port

With an eye to fufture needs. Ameri-
can  engineers have  buill up in
one instance what is practically an

auxilinry port of their own, utilizing a
hig traet of land some milex back of the
port itself. On that tract is a huge
bhasin. into which ships may be towed
amd unloaded. and by {he side of which
alozlvns of parallel spur tracks are being
fnid.

This laying out of yards to the rear
of the port proper avoids congestion of
freight, and makes it eaxier to make up
supply trains bound for the interior.
Cars can be filled from barges brought
into the basin, and sped on their way on
the tracks adjacent fo it: or. in case
sars are being toaded rapidly ar the port

itself. they can casily
to the spur tracks in the rear of the
port angd there assembled into traing.

It has beén a hig job to eflect all this,
but the resultant saving of time and
elimination of confusion has made it
well worth while. To Lkeep the works
going. now that they are set up, takes
a big force. Where a small contingent
of the QM.C. was able to take care of
the traflic last July, to superintend the
unloading and distributing of the ships'
contents, a whole department, that of
railway transportation, now has the
work in charge, and is kept eternally
at it.

Negroes From Our Levees

To man the ports. to do the heavy:
heaving, a2 numerous force iz required.
Huskies from the waterfronts of the
Middle Aflantic- and Sounthern States
have been brought over in large num-
bers, the bulk of the work being done
by regiments of colored soldiers, ac-
customed to similar work on the levees.
All the able-Dodied citizens of the port
towns who want such employment have
zotten it at wages that made them rub
their eves and say “C'est imposgible!"
Women, too. who care to do like work
are welcomed: and as if that were not
enough, a  sizeable body of German
prisoners turns out in the early morn-
ine, to load and unlond until late at
night. .

A DOUGHBOY’S DICTIONARY

Commissioned Officer.—One who has to
be” saluted.

Non-Com.—One who does not have to
be saluted. but who has to be obeyed on
the hop.

Private.~~The ounly man in
who onjoys any real liberty.

Cook.—The one man (with the excep-
tion of the mess sergeant) who can spill
the heans,

Mess Sergeant.——See Coolk.

Second Cook.—See Mess Sergeant.

Third Cook.—See Cool.

K.I".~—See Top Sergeant. to find out
what you've done to deserve getting it

Sailor—A person wearing a non-cam-
ouflangeable blue uniform. commonly sup-
posed to be having a helluva good time
<ailing round and marvrying pretty Irish
and Freneh girls in every porl, and to
he wetiing better grub than is obtain-
able in an army mess.

Aviafor.—-A  college  graduate turned ;
tri.peze perforer from choice: in other |
words. a nut. :

Red Cross Man.-—A bird who'd like
like the devil to be in the army. bul
can’t get In

Red Cross Woman.—An angel in dis-
riise,

the army
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birth. and they. as the man with the
four Kings said. are out of luck with
Cupid.

PLENTY OF ROOM AT AIX

Leave Center in No Danger of Be-
ing Overcrowded

“I dowanna go to this Aix piace. Me
for @ town where there's lots of room
und‘ where the whole Army won't follow
me.”

Roomm. however, is the strong
of Aix-les-Bains and its 70 hotels.
i small town, just as Newport. Bar
Harbor. and Take Placid are when:
they're not entertaining half the United
States. Buat if everyvoue in Aix lived
in hotels. which everyone doesn’t. the
whole population would only 11 up a;
dozen rvegisters. With the American'’
population of the town remaining con- |
stant at a certain nuwmber, the place of
thosze departing being daily filled by new-
Iy arriving permissionnaires. there will
be room enough for every visitor to en-
guze 4 whole suite if he cares to. Aix.
accustomed in before-the-war days to
providing accommodations for as many
as 70,000 guests, isn't going tg get flus-

point
It's

- “You'll come back when all is over?”
© Yes=—I will!

tered at the prospect of entertaining a|
few thousand Americans.

v

THE TURKISH

CIGARETTE

MURADS are made especially for the
Dlscrlmlnatmg and EXperlenced Smoker

" of High Grade Turkish Cigar-ettes.

The Blending of Murad Cigarettes Is Exceptional.

Ask for MURAD—the Turkish Cigarette-—at
Army Canteens and Y. M. C. A, hiuts anywhere
the Men of the A. E. F.

are stationed.

S. ANARGYROS

Makers of the Highest Grade Turkish
and Egyptian Cigarettes in the World.




