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BORIS’S BIG NOSE
SCENTS POISON AFAR

Boche Gas Registers Quick
Knockout When It Hits
Loyal Russian

WINTER DINNER DISTURBED

Polshevik Propaganda Won'’t Have
Any Effect on One Slav’s
Fighting Temper
Boris is 2 good, loyal Ally. e is one
of the few Rus=sians «(ill in the game as
an active combatant. But. being new
to the game on the western frout where
they fight by order. any okl time. in-
stead of holding an initiative and refer-
endum Dbefore going on raids (as they
are said to do in the East). he got stung
when his company went up forward-—

badly stung.

For Boris is not & mujik. buat the
pet of a company of mujiks, He came
over with them early last year, hefore
the revolution. and trained with them:
here in France. They were due o go
up to the line Iast fall, bul something
came up to prevent it and they wenf, ax
they thought, into winter quarters,

Boris thoughi <o, too. Accordingly.
Bariz, being a bear--a real live Russian
biear, but as tame as the ex-Czar—made
his preparations for hibernaring. To
hibernate, you eat al ouve sitting cnough
to last you throursh the winter, turn
aronnd three times in a pile of straw.
and o to sleep. I anybody ealls you
before croundhog day. that anybody is
committing a social error.

Boris hibernated all right, e ate
up all the young lambs, rats, goats. and
garbage in the surrounding countryside.
garnished with much garlic and washed
down with frequent potations of Leor.
Then he laid himself away to his long
rest.

But while Boris was thus absent on
detached service——very  detached, to
Judge from his snores—orders came that
the company was {0 move. The word
was quickly passed around by a series of

whispered sneczex, and overvybody got
ready. Tinally, when evervthing was
set, there remained only one job: to
wiake up DBoris.
Reveille For Boris
Now, like Ivan TIetrosky Skevar,

famed in song dind story, the sons of the
Russians are sturdy and bold and qguite
nnuceustomad to fear. They will volun-
teer for a trench raid. for ouipost duty
when things are lively, for anything
ander the moon.  But. having Dbeen
brought up wilh bears, they are natur-
ally a litile bit chary about waking up
one of the species hefore he’s through
with his three months' heauty sleep.

No volunteers being forthceoming to
tickle Boris™ ribs or bean him with' a
mallet or do anything else that might
wake an ordinary person, the command
drew lots, and two Iuckless comrades
were elected. By dint of much prodding
with their bayonets for about half a day,
they at lengih zot Boris to open one eye.

“Mzgrrrrrupbmieviteh ! he growled:
which, being literally franslated. means,
"What'n'ell are youse guys routing me
out for at this hour of the night? I'm
not on K. P. today!”

“Baklushkoshkovkaya bedam!” they”
shot back at him; meaning, “The outfit
is moving up front and you've got to
«-on,]’e along. It's orders, so get a wiggle
on. . =

“Grrrmp!I” snorted Boris. mueh put
out. But, being a good soldier,- he un-
wound himxelf from his cruller-like at-
titude, stood up on his hind legs and
stretehed. yawned 2 cavernous yawn,
and, falling in at the rciir of the column,
proceeded to drag bimself and all the
winter dinner insi<le hinn over the roads
and up to the front.

They gave Boris a steel helmet. ‘They
put a pack on his back. They even gave
him a gas mask. And thereby hangs the
tale. .
Where Boris Fell Down

While Boris: could present arms and
do all the -other things of close order
driil to perfettion. lie had never been
able, because of the natural climsiness
of his claws, to put on a gas mask with
the speed required for safety. Conse-
quently. Ivan-Smoluy. his most intimate
pal among the humans, wax told off to
put Boris's mask on in case of an attaek
—of course, after he had first adjusted
hizs own. Thix arrangement had just
heen perfected. and thoroughly agreed to
by both bear and man, when Ding!
Ding! the gas gong sounded.

Whack! dropped the helmets, and
everyone proceeded to tamp down those
masks. Ivan had some trouble svith his
at flrst, but by frantic pulling managed
to got it on and gu<k wind in the ortho-
dox manner. The minute that was done
he looked around for Boris.

out cold. Being gifted with Targer nos-
trils than the genus man, he had taken
a gwood long sniff of the approaching
deadliness  and  had  just naturally
toppled. There he lay, feebly clawing
the air and breathing spasmodically.
“Loosen his clothing ! shouted one of
the firét aid men who came rushing up.
But, since Boris had no clothing other
than that he was born with, that order
couldn't be obeyed short of skinning him
alive. “Drag him to the rear!” shouted
somebody else; so four huskies got hold
of Boris's two hind legs and dragged
him, willy-nilly. through the mud to
comparative safety.

Someone brought out a flask, and
pressed it in between Boris's big teeth.
e drained it—and it held a quart—at
one gulp: coughed., and grunted a very
weak “Thank™ you” in his best Mos-
cowese. - And then—--and then he prompt-
Iy procecded to regret it.

He regretted it visibly and aundibly,
all over the shell-torn country. Ile had
considerable to regret, for he had had
all that winter dinner with him when
he was gassed. All the things that gas
dloes (o a man it did to Boris. and then
sonie; for no man could ever have stored
away the amount of food that the bear

had.
In the Captain’s Bunk
The regretting process over, Boris
Jdragged himself into a dugout. That

it bappened to be the oflicers’ dugout
mide no difference at all in his young
lite. e curled himself up on the cap-
in’s own bunk and took up his sleep
just swhere he had left off. Tn sooth, he
vas a mighty sick bear.

When the c¢aptain came back from a
cour of the part of the line his. men
yere holding, he took one look at his
bunk, and decided to sleep elsewhere.
There are limits to personal bravery.
Besides, one of the oldest mottoes in
sian folklore says, “Let a sleeping
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Boris is on the mend, now, though.
Ivan, who acts as his interpreter, says
he apologized profusely to the captain,
and told him he thought he was only pre-
smpting a lieutenant’s bunk. In fact,
Boris has gained so rapidly the past
week that he has been put on light duty,
acting 4s company scavehger.

1Ie is counting the days, though, until
the company goes back to the trenches.
imd he swears that if he can only set
paws on the Boche who let loose that
nauseating vapor upon him, said Boche
will be in for a pressitng engagement in
the fcm of a bear hug that will squeeze
the v ry daylights out of him.

NO RESTRICTIONS THERE

“America’s help is restricted by her
small amount of tonnage. She will work
all the more politically against us.™-—-
Adwmiral von Tirpitz. :

You want to remember, Ierr Admiral
that our ward politics can be pretty
rough.

PICKING "UP A FOLLOWING

She (at home) : “Raymond musi he
making friends with the I'vrench very
fast.,”

Other She:

She:
weeks now he has been a guest of Advian
Barraque.” :
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WALK-OVER
SHOES

34 Boulevard des Italiens
19-21 Boul. des Capucines

PARIS

All soldiers age wel-
come at the WALK-
OVER Stores, where
they can app!y for any
information andwhere
all possible services of
any kind wilf be rend-
ered free of charge.

LYONS, 12 Rue de la République
NAPLES, 215 Via Roma
The WALK-OVER * French Conversation

Book” and Calalogue will be sen: gratis
l any soldier applying for it.

But Boris was out. Boris had passed

ETIQUETTE TALKS -
. FOR DOUGHBOYS

Correct Letter Writing

By BRAN MASH

. Correct letter-writing is the sine qua
non of the cultivated doughboy. In the
Army, in more senses than one. a man is
known by his letters. IPor example, the
differences beiween N.A. and U.S.A.. be-
tween T.8.M.C. and U.S.R., arve quite
marked.

But all joking aside. to be able to
write correctly and get it by the censor
is the last test ip gentlemanly deport-
ment. Accordingly a few simple rules-—
very simple, in fact—are here laid down
for {he guidance of the nevice in “the
gentlest art.”

When writing to a young laudy witom
one does not Lknow. extreme cantion
should be practiced, even when she is
sponsored and chaperoned by. a Home
Chapter .of the Red Cross. the Ipworth
League, the Y.P.S.CE. or any other
benevolent organization. Fven when she
has sent one something  (like @& bath
robe) which oue cannot possibly uge, one
should try to be polite in thanking her
for it; polite. but firm. One should not
encourage her Lo send any more things,
because  promiscuous  correspondence
with people with whom one is not per-
sonally acquainted is not considered au
fait by the higher circles in Army so-
ciety. One should lie to her bravely and
tell her the thing she sent (it was prob-
ably a hand-embroidered doilie for =2
billet bureau) was exactly the thing one
needed. It won’t be the frst time one
has had to tell a white lie, at that.

If writing to a young lady whom one
does know, the rules for correspondenc
are greatly relaxed. 'The extent to which
one may go in giving vent to one's feel-
ings is limited solely to the amount of
one’s acquaintance with the young lad:
before one sailed. In general. though. it
may be put down as distinetly bad forn.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
READING ROOM

194 Rue de Rivoli.
Open daily 2.30 to 5 p.m.

to talk shop when writing to any young
lady. She is not interested in the loca-
tion and strengih of military unils, <o
long as the crossex at the end of one's
letter are always to be found in the <ame
place, and in increasing force svith each
succeeding letter.  No matter how well
one knows her, one xhould not try to
send her & copy of the song the En-
rineers zing on hikes., The ¢hances are
that she wouldn't like it. Neither would
the censor.

When writing to one’™s parents, the
same rales about talking shop hold good.

One’s father and mother are not inter-

ested In maps of France: they would
much rather see one’s own plain but

honest map any day. The only news of
a military nature that they care about
at all iz the news that oneself iz well.
“I am well and healthy.” sprinkled 1lib-
crally throughout the letter. adds much
Lo ifs tone and piquancey, for home con-
sumplion.  So do such expressions as
“We love our captain,” and *“The boys
are simply crazy about the new lieu-
tenant who was wished onto us by the
Old Man.” The last phrase ix particu-
Iarly eflicacions when it happens that
the lieutenant referred to is censoring
one's mail. '

Finally. in writing
bhoss, one should be
chatty and agrecable. If he is keeping
up part of one’s former =alary while
one is over here, one should be effusively
s0, for he is thereby showing himself to
be a real sport.  But whether he is or
not, hie is a good zuy to keep in touch
with, because-—popular opinion fo the
contrary notwithstandnig—this war isn't
xoing to last forever, and one will still
he under the necessity of earning a liv-
ing when one gefs back.

to one's foriner
uniformiy polite,

Transporiation Oflicer.—-The man who
invented thie story about =ide-door Tull-
mans being capable of holding 40 men.

ASK THE CHILDREN,
IS PORT'S GREETING

City’s English -Speak-ing
Students Act as Inter-
preters For A.E.F.

A cortain French port is capitalizing
the linguistiec ability of Its school ¢hil-
dren to reduce the difticulties of  its
American visitors who pas coniprends,
Every student who has advanced  far
enough in the stwdy of Fnglish to speak
it o a practical exteut has been made
a semi-official interpreter and is expocted
to place himself at the disposal of Ameri-
cans whenever pos<ible,

The pupils are given a badge modeled
after the sphinx worn by French army
inferpreters. They  wear it whenever
they are in publie.  Notices have heen
Maced in all dmerican gathering places
advising Uniied States soldiers to “uask
the school children when in doubt.”

The coming of the Americans has aet-
ed as a great stimulus to the study of
Fnalish in French schools, according to
civil oflicials of this port. ‘The inerease
in the number of pupils studying fthe
language of France's principal Allies has
bheen more than four hundred per cent in
the laxt nine months.

A DOUGHBOY’S DICTIONARY

General.—A man who has made a
business out of soldiering all his life.
and who therefore ought to know some-
thing about it.

Colonel.—A man who has made a busi-
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ness of soldiering almost all hix life, and
who therefore ought to know a little
something about it.
Lieuienant-Colonel.—See Colonel,
Major.—-A between a Colonel
and a Captain- with aceent on {he eross,

Captain.-—A man in the predicament
of a father with from 176 to 250 live, |
healthy and irrepressible husky (:hi!-!
daren.

Medical  Ofticer.——-A  curioms person

Cross

with a mania for looking at human feot,

dongues. ete., for giving a sloppy mess-

sergeant hell, and for forbidding one to
use the only drinking water obtainable
in the village—thus driving one to beer.
Insurance Bureau Oflicer.—A  queer
bird who is trying to separate one from
one's money.
Lieutenant.-—A young man loaned to

“the Caplain to help him hold down his

job.

18 & 20 Avenue

BARCLAY

MILITARY EQUIPMENT, FIELD BOOTS

SENT POST FREE TO THE MILITARY.

TELEPHONE:
* CENTRAL 96-15.

de POpéra, Paris.

PARIS

<41 Boulevard Haussmann

LONDON:

Chartered 1822

The Farmers’ Loan and Trust Comp;my
NEW YORK

26 Old Broad Street, E. C. 2
15 Pall Mall East, S. W. 1

Two Special Agencies in the War Zone
Convenient to the United Siates Army Camps

Members of the Federal Reserve System.

Designated by the United States Treasury

Department Depositary of Public Moneys in
Paris, New York & London.

The Sociégé Générale pour favoriser etc., & its Branches throughout
France will act as our correspondents for the transactions for
Members of the American Expeditionary Forces.
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