
HANNIBAL ONCE PASSED
ALONG SAVOY HIGHWAY

Land of Permission, on One of Two Main Roads.
_J:o Rome and Close to Roof of Europe, Has

Had Absorbing History

When you go down to Savoy to spend
your first regular seven days of ?per-
mission" since yon carne to fram-e yon

will probably wake up in the morning
lo find that your train is passing
through a narrow valley between granite

hills.
Down the narrow valley will run a

tiny river (which yon will probably call
a creek) of chalky water, going at a
speed which makes up for its lack of
depth and breadth. The knobby hill-

sides will lie ]ilnnled with senibby oaks
and chestnuts; or. around the
they will have been cleared of trees by
the painful effort of generations of hardy
Savoyards, anil lines of grapevines on
trellises will run in layers across the
steep slopes wherever the sun shines on
them at. noon.

Haggl'd little groups of houses will
from lime lo lime appear, clustering
about the eonllncn'-e of two of tin 1 liny
streams of cbaiLy water: ileuses of
stucco, tall ami red-roofed, and strung
along llie glaring white nmnnlain road
which lends lo the siation. also of stucco
and red-roofed, ami marked with a bine
sign hearing the mime of some saint or
other.

The hills will lie like all hills, except
for Hie lines of grapevines which mark
them out. but tin- roads will be different.
There will be mountain mads of course,
muddy er rocky, with o.\ teams patiently
hauling sleipges or bngc-wlici'lcd earls
tip lo llie biil-lop farmhouses: lull there
will also lie the highways, the solid
rniiU?n miliiin'tlr*. paralleling tin' rail-
road in places, anil I lien winding off and
up over rocky passes.

Where Hannibal?s Elephants Passed
There will not he inm-h IraHu-on these

roads now, aside from lln* few patient
ox teams which have come down from
tin 1 hills, hut there has heen I e !!!<\u25a0 in
the past, and linn of the nog?.uiesl. The
main road through Save,, is the road to
Italy over the M'-.n (Vuis: and this
needs a chapier to iiself. There arc only
two main roads to Italy I'nnn I-Tanee.
this road and the road along the Medi-
terranean through Nice.

The first time Napoleon deseended
into Hie Italian plain and swept it clean
of Austrian troops he went hy way of
Nice: later. In- swept into Italy hy way
of Switzerland amt the Si. Bernard
Pass: and when he came hack from
Klim for the last Hundred Days of his
imperial rule lie came through Nice,

crossed the end of the Alps, due north
from Nice over the pass of the Col dn
I.nntaret. when' I hr* road runs It.DOfi
feet in the air. to Crenohle. in the next
comity to Savoy.

It was he who built the mountain
highway which parallels Hie Savoy rail-
way tine to I Inly over tin- Mont Ceilis,
huilt it to keep his communications with
tin1 Italian kingdom which tic con-
structed (linisilv. like a house of cards.

.Jo-iJUI?I to Ids empire over half of
.

ihirope. Hut the pass was always there,
whether the road were amid or had. and
Crusaders, and Itomaii legions. and
Ilannihars elephants hi-fm-e that, passed
over 11. on their way to pillage the rich
cities of Italy, or. going north, to con-
quer Hie harhariaii.

The Road to Rome
Tin' main Savoy road is, its other

words, (in' road to Home which nil west-
ern Europe lias traveled: and Savoy is
tin l Alpine wall which separates the val-
ley of Hie Hlione from tin 1 valley of Hit'
I'o. as Switzerland is the Alpine wall
which separated Homan eivilizal ion
from Hu' harharisni of the north.

Whatever part Savoy has played in
(In; past relationship of Franco and
Italy, of Haul and Homo, it is of partic-
ular" interest in the very recent, history
of those countries, and particularly of
Italy. Wiii'ii one remembers that a
united Italy exists only since ISTO. and
that llie royal house which unified Italy
was", only a little more than a hundred
years aim. supreme over only the moun-
tain Mnehy of Savoy and Hie mountain-
ous islands of Corsica and Sardinia,
then one realizes 1 hut. even in I-hirop".
tlic home of seiMed thincs. the ih'stinie'
of lands I peoples dianee ns greatly.
overiiieiil as it were, as in the swiftly
ehaiiKin;-: new ennnlries on the other side
of I lie Atlantic.

uf central Italy: employed the potent
hand of Caribakii to snatch Naples and
the south of Italy from their Spanish
Ling: and entered Koine, its final capi-
tal. in isTfi. to \u25a0found the Italian king-
dom. from (.'haiiihcry. ils little Savoyard
capital, to Turin, at llie upper end of
the plain of the I?o. to Koine, is :i long
cry. Small wonder Is it then that the
royal house, come into the rich posses-
sion of Itoniiin civilization, turned its
hack <ni the little mountain duchy
w 1 11 ? 11ci? it. had sprung, and signed away
In l\u25a0'l , llncc, in return fo: the help of
frame against tin- Austrian. Ihe Savoy
country ami the county of Nice.

Mountains By the Dozen
Savoy, on I lie map. is heavily shaded

willi contour lines, cut by narrow val-
leys which mean that it is simply the
country of the Alps. One can slop off at
any tilth* village, and liml a dozen moilll-
Inins convenient. There will not lie irmeb
in tile villnge liscll?: an Hotel de la Hare,
or iin Hotel des I?osics. a store or ?two,
and perhaps n market place; perhaps,
100. a mined convent, or a mountain
fort, or a church of the twelfth century
perched on an inconvenient; peak. Most
people prefer fo go. however, where the
common or garden variety of tourist
goes, ami plants holds behind him.
Those places are Aix-lcs-Hains. Chinn-
In'ry. Chamonix. and Annecy.

(?.lianibf-rv ran lie easily dismissed. As
Itaedeker says, it. is "not very lively";
lull il is the ancient eapilal of Savoy,
ami 11 possesses a line bill-lop chateau.
That tourists go there is shown by (lie
fact that one cap buy in llie shops all
kinds of curios except local ones; and
11t:i I one can hire a team a in! a guide
and go oil', in regular Imirisl style, to
visit, eliale.-mx. or the sulphur springs
/if Clialles. or climb a convenient lit lin
peak of 5,00(1 feel. <?lianibcry is, more-
over. Hie gate of Italy, as tin* streets
built ill arcades show.

Ciimliinti Mount Blanc
Chamonix is a litlli- villain- cuddled

in a hollow at Hie door lo Mold P.lane,
which Hie tourist calls tin- king of the
Alps. Mind I'-lanc is the highest mono-
lain in ihnope outside of one peak in
tin* Caucasus, boasting something like
1.1.00 d feet, and il Inis prohahly heen
more thoroughly "lonrislized" Ilian any
other peak in the world. The ascent
Hikes Id hours. Six hours from the
start' I here Is a hotel, and live hours
heyond Hint there is a refuse. More-
over. one does not stir a fool withoin
three snides, am! it: is even planned to
hnild a swiielihnek up to the very top
of tlie 10.000 feet.

Baedeker must have seen the lop in
a snowstorm, for he is very doubtful.
In spite of his Herman thoroughness, of
the results attained hy so iiiueli labor.
?Tin* view from the toil,? he says, ?is
not: always such ns to Justify the pains

V''-
if"

Savoy Becomes rrcnch
The dneai innise of Savoy heeaine the

royal house of the Sardinian islands; ex-
tended lo include t!u> Piedmont plain at
the Italian font of the Alpine wall:
wrested from Austria, wit it Prance's
help and Kimhiml's approval, the whole
northern end of the Italian peninsula--
Milan ami Venice -in IsriP; consolidated
the petty kingdoms ami arand duchies
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It makes thirst and fatigue take the back track.
A little bit of U.S.A.\to lighten and brighten a

weary day.
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tukon to got there, Inasmuch as the
view sometimes fails to materialize be-
cause of the groat distances. When the
weather is too good, it is possible to
distinguish only the general outlines of
the view, (he Alps, the .Turn Mountains,
and the Apennines. As in Hie ease of
all long-distance paporamas. the view is
complete only in case light: clouds serve
as a filter for (lie dazzling .sun.?

This is not Hnedcker?s only grievance..
"The ascent is, moreover, very expen-
sive. According to the regulations, two

til. 100 francs each, and one por-
ter at 50 friincs. are needed for one
climber, and an additional guide for
each additional tourist. Then there
must, tie added the cost of provisions,
llie hotel expenses at the six-hour hotel,
and so on, so that the cost: of the ascent
is not less than -50 friincs per head.?
To this tale of woe lie adds, without a
pause, the caution, ?The warmest foot-
wear is necessary for walking on the
snow and ice.?

About Those Snow Storms
Haodeker. in other words, thinks Monl-

Klnno not. worth while: and there are
many tourists who have scattered their
250 francs over the two or throe days
in which tin1 trip is made who agree
with, him. Tile chances on hitting a
snowstorm at Hie lop are ton overpower-
ing to permit any hut the most fortunate
of travelers to disprove Baedeker's pes-
simism; but, after ail. one goes to
Chamonix for the purpose of climbing
Mont Blanc, and one lids oneself be
persuaded by eager guides. Then one
runs into the aforesaid snowstorm, and
talks for tlie rest of one?s life lo ad-
miring friends of I lie perils of Alpine
mountain climbing. Tims fixed in tin*
emuinering mood, cue scorns the petty
(ive-i.lioiisainl-feet foothills of Mont
Blanc, and goes out carelessly on the
Mer de dace. or Tee Sea. under -the
hotel windows, and breaks a ? leg. All
this fo point a moral. One ought to
?do" Mont Blanc, lo be sure; Inn. the
only way to sec anything is to knock
about on the smaller peaks in the hope
of finding a clear day when one can
get a view.

Some Tips for Tourists
< )ne cun do this, ns I liuvo suid, any-

where in Savoy ; an<l after a while one
iiioiiiil:iin is as good as another. The
really wise person may like lo drop
himself down?or up. rather ?into the
encircled hollow of Chamonix: hut. he
would do as well to make for one or
other of the two towns of Savoy of
which I have spoken?Aix-les-Bains and
Annecy.

At hoi li these towns the mould ain
si reams have widened out,to form lakes
of deep blue water: about, them stretch
Hie only rolllmr country in Savoy,
fram'd in distantly by the ever-present,
mountains. Aix-les-Itains is a ?fashion-
able" watering place of the most fash-
ionable. with casinos, and mineral
springs, and clnhs, and promenades, and
countless hotels; and. ns Baedeker says,
\u25a0?very line?? excursions are made to a
picturesque twelfth-century abbey, and
to smaller mineral-spring villages, all
modeled on Aix.

11. is a far cry from the (lusty little
liilj villages, where the ox teams trail
along the roads, or from the jagged
granite peaks of Hie Mont. Blanc range
on the horizon, lo the ?elegant? resort
of Aix with its casinos and villas. But
il la all swept hy the Southern sun. D
Is the gateway to the South.
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FINE COLLECTION OF WAR POSTERS.

STAFF OFFICER WAS
JUST TRYING IT OUT

their heads thus-in leather and rubber.
Reaching for his own-mask, he shouted
ahead to them:

Soldiers Take Gas Mask
Experiment for Real

Thing

?Ye?re line mulcskinncrs, so ye are!
Protectin? yerselvos and forgittin' th?
poor canaries;? - With that, all three
drivers got down and adjusted the nose-
bag contraptions to their wondering
steeds.

It was a nice night, ns nights at the
front go. The'stair officer who had been
up to the.front on an inspection tour
all about the first line and everywhere
thought it was a nice night, too. In
fact, he thought it was nice enough, and
just about dark enough, for him to get
a little practice, on Ills walk back to
brigade headquarters, in wearing that
confounded gas mask.

He slipped it up. over and on. Then,
wheezing and chortling merrily into its
cavernous maw, he strode on his way.

He hadn?t gone far when Inc met a
column of four mule teams, the first
commanded by Private Paddy Whack.
Paddy took one look at the officer, then
made a dive for the mask on the scat
beside him.

But George, the fourth driver, didn?t
stop for that. He pulled his team
around so- fast they thought they were
doing the chariot race in ?Ben Ilnr.?
Off they went at a gallop to the rear.

?Gas!? hollered George, to a passing
sentry who tried to hold him up. ?Gas,
cornin? down the pike hell bent for elec-
tion ! Get 1your mask orr!?

?Corp?l o? the gua-a-a-a-a-a-a-arrr-
rrud!" wailed the sentry. ?Corp?l o?
the gua-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-arrrrrrrud! GAS !?.

Caring for the Canaries
"Gas!? he gurgled, once lie had the

anti-chlorine, contrivance adjusted. ?Al
?you back there?gel. on mask?dbbl-
qiiiek! There?s ?staff off?cer?wearin?
one?Mus'be ?invisible gas! Get busy!?

Everybody Following Suit
Well within the required six seconds

every man in that section of the support
had ids face muffler out and- on, the
gong had sounded, and everyone was on
the alert.

From the interior of his cage the staff
officer gradually ? became aware of the
havoc- he had wrought by bis innocent
little practice-promenade. Guiltily, he
whipped off his mask and sneaked
around to headquarters by a devious
route.

Pretty soon, in stamped a young aide,
just taking off bis own protector.

Al, in the sitcoml mule team, needed
no second warning. His mask was
damped down before Paddy was through
talking.

?Whew!? he exclaimed. ?That was
a funny one. Some boob pulled a fake
gas alarm when there wasn?t a whiff of
it anywhere, and got the whole brigade
up on its ear!?

The staff officer said never a word.

Dinn.v. on tlio third mule coach-and-
four, saw liis two predecessors bind up

Hilly Sunday is coming over.here in
tlio near future. Watch France go dry.
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