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enough funds for her to take once again
to the greatest cireunit of them all—the
Y.M.C.A. huts of the ALF.

“Of course they may have to retire
me for old age if the war runs on for-
ever, but I guess I'll last ag long as the
Kaiser.”

Thus the Playgirl of the Western
Front. S$he was standing in the drawing
room of her suite in a Paris hotel look-
ing for all the world like Napoleon in
his tent at Marengo, the way she moved
pegs over the map of France selecting
the next route of her tour.

“I'm playing small time,” said Ilsie
Janis, “but I'm going big.”

She is. And she, who has played be-
fore the crowned heads of Europe and
the swelled heads of Boston, prefers in-
finitely to play before the heads that are
sitoply but tastefully adorned with a
gas-mask, a shrapnel helmet, a bandage
or & mounkey hat. She knows this after

the wildest barn-gtorming in a  wild
carcer. This month she has done her

turn in rougher theaters and slept her
sleep in rougher hofels than ever she en-
countered even in the old days when she
was little Elsie, the Infant Phenomenon
touring Canada, and playing such bitter
memories as Gnelph and Aurelia.

First Tour Without a Maid

Thils expedition along the lines of com-
munjcation was the first tour she ever
wade without a maid, the first she ever
made with a one-dress wardrobe, a plain,
loose-skirted gown that will allow her to
kick the ceiling, an item in her art
which the doughboys particularly ad-
mire. It is the first tour she ever has

sade without receiving a flood of mash-

notes.  “They doun't take time to write.
They just come up and slap me on the
back.”

And Eisie Janis roared with laughter
at the recollecition of the eager, jostling
audiences. She told about the heaps of
“briquets” presented her, “most of
which don't brick.” She told about the
staggering posters she had to face, all
executed in red by the company painter
to announce her coming. “ELSIE
JANILS, AMERICA'S GREATEST ACT-
RESS. FOR ONE NIGHT OXNI.Y.” She
told about singing through the wards of
a base hospital where some Americans
who had been gassed had dolled up in
the best bathrobes from the linen room
just to receive her; and she told of the
night at another hospital where the
howls of disappointment from the men
in the contagious shacks led her to
mount a bench and sing through the
windows to them.

All aloug the way she is bombarded
with invitations beseeching her to visit
this hut or that, perhaps a whole avia-
tion school offering to fly over to the
nearest stage if she will meet them there.
All along the way extra performances
must be given beeause some soldiers have
been crowded out. Once, when 250 offi-
cers were baffled by the problem of hear-
ing Elsie when only 20 seats had been re-
served for them, she solved it by turn-
ing their mess into a cabaret and singing
for her. dinner. .

All along the way she has met old
friends. That fat sergeant in the seeond
row would turn out to be the ex-property
man of a Keith Theatre back home: that
Young oflicer standing by the window
we would recognize as the actor who
played in lier company season before last.
Of course she is always meeting some of
the 11,926 college boys she has known
back in America. And every now and
again she would be haunted by shades of
the past as.when, on asking whom they
wanted Imitated and expecting the usual
"demand for such contemporaries as
Frank Tinney or Eddie Leonard, she wag
staggered by a voice from the rear de-
manding Dan Daly. For a fleeting mo-
ment she tried to pretend that Dan was
much before her time. -

“Oh, I ean’t do Mr. Daly,” she gushed

“Over There” :

“Over here, over lhere,

Send the word—send the word, we are
here.

And we all are working;

You bet we're working—not one is
shirking.

Have no fear,

Mother dear, dry that tear,

Soon your worries will all disappear.
We are over—we're glad we're over;
And we won't come back

Till it's over, over bere.”

She’s Taking This One Back

Then they will teach her one of their
own, such as this one shre has just added
te her repertoire:

There's a long, long trail awimnding «

To No Man’s Land out in Frauce.
Where the shrapnel shells are bursting

But we must advance.

There'll be lots of drills and hiking

Before our dreams all come true
But we've got to show the Kaiser

What the Yankee boys can do.

And up to her old tricks, she is get-
ting ready a program of American songs
doune into French by herself. Try this
over ‘on your -voeabulary:

Je ne veux pas gudrir!

Je ne veux pas guirir!

Car j‘adore ma jolie infirmiére.

Chaque matin et chagne soir

Elle m’apporte ma mdédecine et un peu
d’espoir.

Je ne veux pas gudrir!

Je ne veux pas gudrir!

IHeurcusement (que je suis célibataira.

Le docteur dit il c¢raint pour ma condi-
tion

Maix grice 2 Dieu j'ai encore des am-
bitions.

Je e veux pas gudrir!

Je ne veux pas gudrir!

Car j'adore ma jolie infirmiére.

Elsie Janis is a veteran at this war
work, and her performances given free
of charge at home and in IIngland and
here since the war began number over
400—the cquivalent of a whole year’s
run in Broadway. All the reports about
her being booked for an engagement in
daris are idle rumors. She is not
booked. She may play there before the
summer. If she has her own way she
will take over some basement as a
music-hall of her own and call it the
Elsie Janis Abri. If she does, the stafl
of THE STARS AND STRIPES will
attend in a body.

And, be it added, applaud uncritically.

A.E.F.SOCIETY NOTES

Captain ——, of the Medical Corps,
was host at an informal reception to
quite a number of sick and would-be
sick soldiers at his office the other morn-
ing. Pills and pellets were tastefully
served. The room was tastefully decor-
ated with adhesive tape, festooned from
the chandeliers, and with wads of ab-
sorbent cotton, the ends being neatly
tinged with jodine to make them re-
semble red-edged carnations,

Walking tours, under the direction of
chaperones wearing shoulder-straps, pro-
mise to be quite the rage among the
younger infantry set these warm spring
days.

A stag dance at the flat-foot school is
among the eagerly awaited events of the
spring season. None of the arch-
pounding dances--such as the polka, the
barn dance, and others—will be indulged
in, but the glides will be featured to a
large extent. A discharge from the
school will be awarded to the most grace-
ful couple on the floor. It is expected
that the entries for the prize waltz con-
test will be exceedingly numerous.

Many of the nicer faumilies represented
‘n the A.EF. have been sojourning in
Aix-les-Bains of late, but severe ecrfti-
¢ism has been brought down upon. the
heads of those nowvequs richés among

hopefully. . .
“Oh -yes, you can,” the volee insisted

ostentatiouslv as to take baths.

them who have flaunted their weilth sol -

‘art of the infaniry of an American
division had been billeted in and about
the little Lorraine town in which we were
quartered. One night, with a degree of
mystery sworthy of Idgar Allan Poe,
these troops marched silently down to the
railroad. got aboard freight trains and
moved off to the front. “The next morn-
ing, when I sallied forth to buy eggs,
everybody in town knew les Americaing
had left. The reduction in the prices of
foodstuffs let them into the great secret.
A¢ a matter of fact, the townsfolk
knew pretty well what was going to
happen two days ahead of the actual de-
parture, because the h, ¢. of 1. had al-
ready begun to descend. The doughhoys
were kept too busy to do much shopping
during  those last 48 hours. And
when several thousand American soldiers
stop patronizing the commercinl estab-
lishments of a I'rench town with a
normal population of several thousand.
the town’s trade suffers a mighty acute
relapse.

I have known this town since early
last summer. When the war correspond-
ents tirst came here there never had been
an American soldier within 500 miles.
We lived here for two months before the
first units sent to this region for training
arrived. During that time American
khaki became a common sight by reason
of many Americans passing through on
their way to other places. But trade re-
mained fairly normal and prices were
lower than in Pariz or any-big provin-
cial city.

Waitress Force More ThanDoubled

Until the — Division breezed in upon
us in the fall, there were two waitresses
and two chambermaids in the principal
hotel; now there are five of the former
and four of the latter. There were four
grocery stores; now there are seven.
There was one saleswoman in the cigar
store; now there are four and a boy.
An officers’ club, an ice ceram parlor—
so-called—a bank and a moving picture
theater have all sprung into being sinece
then. All these places, and every other
shop, including the quartermaster’s
stores and the Y.M.C.A. hut, have done
a staggering business. Im a few days the
town came to resemble a ‘“boom camp”
in the old mining days—with gambling,
boozing and other vices strictly elim-
inated.

Then, almost overnight, the “boom”
aspect disappeared. The narrow - old
streets suddenly ceased to”resound with
the tramp of thé doughboy's trench
boots. At the crossings an olive dral
AM.P., worthy disciple of the trattic con-
trollers of Broadway and Fifth Avenue,
no longer maintained discipline among
lumbering trucks and haughty staft cars.
He and the trucks and the staff cars had
all moved away up the long road to No
Man's Land. The fown, which if not
wholly American, had been at any rate
fifty-fifty  Franco-American for months,

Yet, with all my boasted toughness there
ix one thing I can’t stand,

Though over all of Europe I may roam;:

When a ham piano-artist bangs the box
to beat the band,

Playing jazz—ol, gee!
for home'!

It’s then I long

For that raggy stuff reminds me of the
dances I have had,

Of the parties in the good old U.S.A.;
There is some that makes me happy, but
there’s more that makes me sad,
And it haunts me all the night and al)

the day,
Oh, it's jazz, jazz, jazz, till my. nerves
are on the frazz
IF'rom a-trying to forget what it recalls;
[ try to flee the sound, but it follows

me around .
And re-echoes from the barracks' stony
walls.

When at night 1 seek my quarters just
before - the sound of taps,
There’s sure to be some mandolin a-
playing,
the ginger of its musie calls to
mind the drums and traps,
And, before I Lkonow it, off aguin I'm
. swaying!
[ can hear the talk and laughtier. T can
see the lights ablaze,
I can feel a woman’s hand within my
own . . .-
Ang, in spite of hobnaiied broguns, once
again I've got the craze
the dancing game—then,
Taps is blown!

And

For wingo!

Yet that raggy stuff pursues me through
the watches of the night;

I sadly irterrupts a soldier's dreams;

I try to _.1t it from me. but I cannot
lose it quite.

IFor it links me with America, it secms.

Oh, it's rag, rag rag ill my brain is
all a-fag

From a-trying to throw orf\rts haunting

spell ;
It is tantalizing stuff—and I never get
enough-—

And the homesickness it gives me won't
get well!

| HOTEL

GONTINENTAL

3 Rue de Castiglione, PARIS

. Bhe ' -

¢ *
MODERN OPTICAL Co.

(AMERICAN SYSTLM.)

OPTICIENS SPECIALISTES pour Ia VUE
N. QUENTIN, Direcrems ]

5 Boulevard des Italiens, PARIS,

10v, DLeduction to Americans,

A Bank with more than 1,000

get a Wells Fargo receipt.

address given by you. If by

Head Office
NEW YORK

To Send Money Home
GO TO ANY BRANCH OF THE
Société Générale
There vou will find Wells Fargo Ulunk forms and' mstrechions. Yoo

The identical form filled out Ly you
SOCIETE GENERALE to us :n PARTS
lispatched by mail or cuable to our New York office
y mail we send a duplicate hy®following
steamier to encure prompt paymeat should the original he i

._* .
Money may be paid in to any SOCIETE GENERALE Bfauch for
opening a deposit account with us in Parta—subject to checl.

WELLS FARGO & CO.

4 Rue Scribe, Paris ' ,, L2N2oN:

branches throughout France.

is immediately sent Ly the
and  the payment order 1
and themnce to the

lost i zransii,

1
"%
A\,

rank all others.
. E. R.—If the O.ID. breaks in on an
informal supper party after taps, by all
means invite him to sit down and have
a bite. If one does not do =0, he is apt
to get the idea that his presence is un-
welcome,
~X.Y.—You say she has red hair. Then
DON'T send her one of those pink cm-
broidered boudoir caps such as they sell
in the lace-knitting provinces of Franco,
She’ll be off you for life if vou do!
N.B.—Sure, always salute and thank
the paymaster. You might even ask
him to eome again, now thuat he's found
the way. ’
7Z.G.—When meeting a Boche in ihe
dark, the proper salutation is “Ergebea
Sie! Mach' schnell?" To emphasize it
press the bayonet firmly against his mid-
riff.  If he declines the invitation (o
give himself up, advance the bayonet.
He will expect it, and one =honld not
disappoint him.

BOYS!

NO War Pr:.ces .(Or

. r'SWA.BI" Fount.\;n Pens

for Cigarette

5TON E Pocket Lighters

French guaranty

F' FLKMEN 1} Rue den Petiten-Yevries

PARIS (Xe)
cournisecwr des Caopératives militaires francaises

Sizes In tubes ready fcr sale

ﬂ'l 12 50 | 100 | 500 | 1000
[AFA [ACS b e 4 c f.

31 ma ide | € ne§n| &

4 260 | 650 | 12 55 168

5 s FAT IR | 1 ™ s

o WAE | 260 |10 1] % |us

SOEEAl 285 i n n e liss

Buy mone untid you bave asked for sample which
cofts 30 ceatimes in pofage fampr,

1917 .
At Hot l;_uauﬁ
4

N
R AR .
Harvard men WL}! to Bedobifc 1o al'end this most fntegasting” and

and to

Commemorate the. Declaration of ‘a

State of War 'with Cewmany
the United Staies

m.

~;
o 15 RRANCS.

al - .

/3

Terg

'{113 Boulevard Raspail, Paris,

tmpor ant Harvard Me®Ung; afe requested to send thelr names and & diesses
to the Harvard Bureau, Amernican University Union, 8 Rue de Richelieu, Parls,

'OLD ENGLAND

12, Boulevard des Capucines, 12

OONTRACT ORS TO THE AMERICAN

"‘ARMY;, NAVY AND AIR-SERVICE

COMPLETE OUTFITS IN GREAT VARIETY
EVERY NECESSITY FOR -THE OFFICER & MAN

PARIS :: 12, Boulevard des Capucines, 12 :: PARIS

34.54
34-55

TELLEPIIONE : centralg
50-20

Ever-Ready

Salety Razor

Greetings from the famous Ever-Ready Dollar Safety Razor,
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