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THE STARS AND ST_RIPES: FRANCE, FRIDAY, ATRIL 19. 1918.

GERMANY STAKES
WHOLE RESOURCES
IN GIANT GAMBLE

Doubles or Quits Is Play of
General Staff in
Present Drive

INFAN-TR; COMES INTO OWN

Cavalry Also Reinstated in Open
Warfarc That Follows First
Hun Plunge

NEW TACTICS BY BOTH SIDES

Attempt to Separate Allies Only Weids
Them Together More Firmly
Than Ever

[Here for the first time is a popu-
lar account of the enlire first phase
of the German offensive which has
already developed into the biggest
battle in history. Itis basedon the
most authoritaltive and impartial in-
formation to be had.—dilor.]

Doubles or quits—that, as the on-
lookers of the world sec it, is the play
being made this spring by the giant
gamblers of the German Imperial Staff.

It is a play familiar cnough to all
soldiers who have shared in or watched
the dizzying games that are quite likely
to follow on the heels of payday. They
have all watehed the tactics of “some
player who has made considerable in-
roads on the other fellows’ piles, but
who, for pressing rcasons of his own,
is anxious to get oul of the game, so
anxious that he is willing to stake
everything on a single throw.

Doubles or quits. There is the mean-
ing of the offensive that, on Marech 21
a little after midnight, launched a bat-
tale, which, in length of line and in
numbers engaged, has developed into
the greatest battle the world has ever
known.

It will be a long time before history
can weed out the mass of claims and
counter-claims, and sct down the actual
figures of this battle. By April 13, ac-
cording to Sir Douglas Faig's clarion
call to his troops, the Germans had al-
ready thrown 106 divisions into the
fight and that meanrs, roughly, 1,500,000
men. They arc credited with 200 divi-
sions on the Western front and the Al-
lles have professed to have something
near numerical equality.

German Guess at Allied Strength

According to eslimates openly made
in the German press, the Allied special
reserves number 60 divisions. 45 of themn
French and 15 of them IZnglish. These
reserves which, some weels ago, were
placed at the disposition of General
TPochh and the  Versailles Council, con-
stitute the mysterious letter X in the
German problem. What part, il any, of
these reserves have already been thrown
into the present batltle? 'There is the
factor about which the Germans know
least and worry most.

Although the Batlle of 1918—it has
already spread too liar to be known any
longer as the Battle ot Picardy—reached
the end of its first phase with the
check of the assault on Amiens on April
4, it is too early now to give any bhut
a rough sketeh of what happened. It
is not too early, however, to point out
some of the respecis in which that first
phase difiecred from any battle fought
on the Western front since the first
dayvs of the war.

The greater part of that first phase
was open warfare, mobile wariare such
as the commanders and the troops in
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These two pictures show Major Theoc-
dore Roosevelt, Jr.,, engaged in his dis-
tinguished rather's favorite pastime of
pinming something on somebody.

In
this case the major isn’t pinning scin(

tillant. epithets on the lientcnant and
the sergeant; he is decorating them
with the Croir de Guerre as a reward
for their being “red bLlooded men,” “men
of my {ype,” “exponents of stalwart
Americanism” and neither ‘‘pussy-
footers™ nor ‘mollyenddles.” The lieu-
tenant and scrgeanl. look pleased, and
well they might. So does the major;
they're in his command.
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sities of those first few days, yYou can
best guess from the fact that Lthese cav-
alry divisions, when they were finally
ordered back, could he allowed only a
brief rest before being returned to the
line further to the left.

Of heavy artillery, there was none
worth mentioning in that first fortnight,
for so swift and so tumiltous was Lhe
shift of the line that neither side had
time to hring iheirs into play. 'Trench
mortars played some part and field
pieces, and thereis one stirring chapter
to be written some day abhout the French
division whose men hitched themsclves
in their field piceces and dragged them
for a distance of four kilomeceters, then
returned and hitched ihemselves 1o the
caissons in order to bring up the shells,

But, sbove all, it was an infantry
hattle, a baule fought preeminently
with rifles and machine guns. Those
who, unlike General .Pershing, have
sadly sung the requiem of the rifle, re-
lating its sorry decline from the great
American weapon of offense to a mere
impediment, did not foresee the batile
of 1918. ‘The grenade, which was the
perfeet weapon for such shell-hole bat-
fles as Verdun and the Chemin des
Dames, gave way once more Lo the rifle,
and it was with the rifle {iat the men
fought during that first weelk. fighting
on with its bavonel when their ammu-
nition ran oui, fighting en with their
naked fists when their guns were lost
in the scrimmage.

One reason why the rifle was able to
achieve so specltacular a reinstatement
was because the fighting was over dry
ground. 1 is mud which, clogging the
telicate mechanism al the hammer end,
dizables the rifle. Here there was no
mud for the German offensive, though
it. was bholdly started on the very day
of the vernal equinox, was carried on
through ton d of air miraculously
clear. ten days under skies miraculous-
1y screne.

The Allied aeroplancs, too, had new
work to do. To an extent never before
spnroached, they became an  actual
il They

Jehting arm during this battle.
did infantry work, swooping down with-

in 40 or 50 yards of the German troopns

TWO MOTHERS’ SONS

This morning, when the postman stopped to make his meorning call,
He lcit a bunch of papers, but no letiers came at all,

And a woman’s heart was heavy as she hurried un ihe stairs

(For there is where she always went when trounbled swith her cares),
And her soul was filled with anguish as she took a litile cry,

For she thought she'd get a letter ere another day passed by.

Through the day she worked in silence, there was sadness in her glance,
For a mother had no letter from her hoy in IFrance.

This morning, when the postman stopped to make another call,

Ie left a soldier’s letter that was welcome most of all;

And a woman’s fingers trembled as she tore the cnvelope .

To scun the lines which held so much of cheer and love and hope;
And sunshine all that day was stamped upon her loving face,

As she swept and cleansed with vigor all arvound the place.

And the dirt that lurked in corners didn't have a fighting chance,
For a mother had a letter from her Loy in France! )

M. D.. in t'ﬁe “Beaumont Bull.” !

Pvt. PHIT. LEWTS,

this theater of the war had not known
since the early frec-for-ail days of the
Marne and the Yser, open warfare in
which hand grenades were forgotten and
heavy artillery left behind, in which
cavalry and infaniry once more came
into their own, in which, above all else,
the good, old-fashioned rifle came into
its own. Toward the end of the phase
the lines began {o stabilize, the troops
to burrow In, the heavy guns to arrive.

Back to Mobile Warfare

For a time, howcever, its was moblile
warfare in which troops swept across
country at lightning speed compared
with the advances in trench warfare

which could almost be measured by
inches. How rapid was the movement

can best be judged from the experience
of one unit of French cavalry which
was sent forward to help close the gap
that had been made in ihe line.

That unit received its warning on the
night of March 21 and by the next night
they were near ihe front. Their orders
were to advance rapidly to the banks
of the Crozat Canal, the waterway Llhal
connects the Somme with ‘the Oise, and
there take up positions as reinftorce-
ments hehind the British line, DBut
though iheir advance sections had
reached that point during the night of
March 22, the morning light showed no
British there at all. The French troops
found themselves face to face with other
troops, but the other troops were Ger-
man. ’ .

These Irench reinforcements were
cavalrymen who had ridden, horses and
all in auto trucks as far as the trucks
would go and then made the rest of the
distance on horscback. Tor the horse,
too, came into his own once more when
open warfare was revived on the plains
of Picardy. They were French cavalry-
men to whom fell the honor of stopping
the Germans on the heighis north of
the Oise.

They fought dismounted, it is true,
but they could not have reached their
positions in iime without their horses.
Once there, they fought against repeat-
ed attacks made by troops that outnum-
bered them three or four to one, fought
for four days without anything to eat,
without anything to drink. without ra-
witeillement of any  kind except in
amm:iunition, Fow stern were the neces-

amd riddling them with {he f{ire from
their machine guns. They did artillery
work, flving all day and all nighi over
the German hosts and thundering
bembs from on high, Indeed, it can be
caid-that the Allied aeroplanes took the
place of the Allied artillery in the first
days of the battle.

That battle in its first phase, then,
dinered markedly from ihe battles of
the last three years of which Verdun is
the type. But in no respect did it diifer
more markedly than in the manner of
its beginning.

In opening their offensive, the Ger-
mane *employed ncw and peculiar tac-
tics and it was part of their elaborate
and painstaking preparaiions to with-
draw the troops thatwereto participate
and rchearse them in those tactics on
a dummy battleficld far behind their
lines. Turihermore, every officer down
to the lowest-grade non-com had his
specific instructions and his folded map.
with the course he was to follow every
day indicated thereon.

The New Tactics

The new tactics were characterized
by an unprecedented concentration of
gsuns and a bombardment designed not
so much to destroy defenses as to de-
airoy men. The poison gas used in great
quantities was not the familiar mustard
gas which disables men for a time and
lingers long. but a gas of which the ef-
feets are immediate and deadly and yet
one which is so quickly dissipated that
there are no traces left in the air to
hamper the attacking iroops when they
themselves reach the territory drenched
by its fumes. It should be added that
this gas was no new thing to the Allies
Tind that the British mask proved a
perfect protection against it.

The preliminary bombardment, which
began shortly before one o'clock on the
morning of March 21, lasted until
shortly before eight. Then the German
infantry of three armies cmerged from
the trenches.

It had becen the scheme of the bom-
hardment to devastate and empty the
Pritish network of communicating tren-
.ches; it was the infantry’s role to cross
Lthose trenches and do battle with the
local reserves. They were not to be bur-

dened with artillery nor to bother with
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hand grenades. They might rely Lo some
slicht exteni on lrench mortars, but,
for the most part, they were to use the
mifle and lhe_nmchine sun., .They were to
isnore any isolated centers of resisiance
which the receding British might leave
iir their walke. {or these would be deall
with as soon as possible by special
troops who should bring up the rear
with flame-throwers and hand grenades.

The infaniry was merely {o advance
and keep on advancing. They were to
move ahead in wave afier wave after
wave. The first line was to drop in iis
tracks at a desigpated distance, push
tip the rifle and machine gun sighis to
the maximum and open [ire, shooting
blindly and without pause. The sccond
line was to pass through the first, drop
in its tracks a little way ahead and
duplicale the tactics. The third wave
was to pass through the first and second
and follow suit. It was hoped that, hu_w-
cver heavy the cost to the attacking in-
fantry, the British local reserves ,which
might be expected to e preparing to
enter the battle, would be caught somne-
vvhere in this indiscriminale barrage
and be riddled with bullets.

That was the German plan—to empty
the first British trenches with poison
gas and to riddle the British local re-
serves with a blind, indiscriminate, bul-
let barrage. That was the plan and, in
certain parts of the line, it scems to
have worked.

0f what happened over the whole
Lattlefield in the fortuight that followed,
of the battle in perspective, only the
ronghesi sketch can be given here.

.Where Germany Hit Flardest

The Germans threw the greatest force
of their atlack against the British line
at a point just north of its juncture
with the TFrench. and the British line,
as their own communique admitted. was
broken. You must not think of that
break as a collapse of a dam, with fhe
Germans pouring through, but rather
as the opening of a door, 80 kilometers
wide with its hinee at Arras and is
other edge at Chauny. Once ajar, Lheirs
was the vista of the path along the Oise
Valley to Paris. 7The pressure was ap-
»lied, the door hegan to swing and the
ermans shoved hard. Ti was the IFrench
task to close that doer or, at Ieast, to
larricade past all hope of passage the
opening that had been made.

Ifistory will tell some day just why
that. door opened. While the Third Army
under General Byng held splendidly.
the IFitth Army under Gengral Gough
eave way. Tle has since been recalled.
3ul history will tell how he had only
14 divisions with which to oppose the
o and later the 10 which von Hutier
hurled against. them., In men he was
nltimately outnumbered nearly four o
nne and in guns nearly two to one.
Mistory will remind the reader that
the support {renchies of General Gongh's
zecond position had noi yet been com-
pleted when the battle siarted and
that the army thus thrown suddenly
on the defensive had known nothing but

vears-——the three years that ran from
the second hattle of Ypres in the spring
of 1915.
Fighting With His Men

Tt will record the brilliance of a re-
treat in which two-thirds of the guns
wore saved, and it will tell
stories of extraordinary individual hero-
izm, with perbaps one outstanding pie-
ture, amid the smoke of baitle.
corps commander. a general, down on
the ground. rifle in hand, fighfing
shoulder to shoulder with his men.

the lossex. The Germans say they were
76,000, The British sav they were
heavy. hut not nearly so heavy as that.
And 1he scores of prisoners taken s
made up of many men not eaptured in
the fight, but sick and wounded men
picked up in hospitals, which there was
not {ime {0 evacuate.

But the door had opened and it was
not until March 29 that one could say,
as Cenceral Foch did later, that the
German advance had been halted. The
cap had been closed. Tnto it the TFrench
had thrown, with the greatest rapidity,
two small armies under General Fay-
olle, who had commanded their forces
in Italy.

March 29, then, might be considered
as marking the end of the first phase,
hut there was a {remendous though
fruitless oifensive on the last two days
of the month and Iater a vigorous
drive on April 4 toward Amicens before
the battle shifted to the north. Let us
say that the first phase ended with the
single day’s battle on the roads
that converge towards Amiens, an at-
tick which brought the Germans within
nine miles of that city, but which In-
flicted upon them the heaviest losses

ofiensive warfare for more than three;

It
will give, at last, a definite account of ¢

countless |
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AMERICAN ENGINEERS

.IN “CAREY’S CHICKENS”

The commander of the American
bridge and railway engineers to whom
chance brought the opportunity to pitch
in and help the British resist the first
onslaught of the great drive in Picardy
has recelved this letter from General
Pershing: .

“The Commandecer-in-Chief has noted
with great satisfaction the fine conduct
of the officers and men of your regiment
during the rccent German offensive as
testitied to by the British army and
corps commanders,” .

That testimony adds some details to
the acconnt which, in the columns of
this newspaper last week, relaled the
story of those cngineers who threw
down their ilools and caught up their
rifles in the first stormy days of the
present Dbattle. We know now that
American engineers had their part in
the immortal army which General Carey
iinproviserd from everywhere, and which
will go down in hisiory as “Carey's
Chickens.” Orderlies, cooks and many
another unpracticed man had his chance
al. the real thine in the ranks of:
“Carey's Chickens”™ and American en-,

gineers held an infantry sub-sector for
4 week., To their commanding officer,
General Rawlinson, on behalf of the
British, has sent a cordial letter which
he winds up by saying:

“I consider your work in the line to
be greatly enchanced by the fact that
for six weeks previous to taking your
place in the front line your men had
been working at such high pressure
¢recting heavy bridges on the Somme.
My best congratulations.”

\VWhen General Mullers, commanding a
British cavalry division, received con-
gratulations and thanks from his su-
periors, he shared them immediately
with the American enginecers who had
fought with that division in the line
on March 30—“fought most gallantly,”
the British general said.

To one Ameriean company caught in
the great offensive fell the task of de-
siroying the engineer dump which would
he left in the wake of ithe receding
British army and they were busy ot this
and trench-laying until March 27. came
and with it the assembling of “Carey’s
Chickens."”

WAR SECRETARY BIDS
BODSPEED TO A.EF.

Commaﬁder=in=Chicf Adds
Appreciation to Mr.
Baker's Letter

Secretary of War Baker's impressions
of the work already accomplished by the
members of the A. 1. F. and his appre-
cintion of their share in the huilding of
“a great Army to vindicate a . great
cause” are made public in the following
letter addressed to the officers and men
of the American Ixpediiionary Forces
in France:

“After a thorough inspection of the
American Expeditionary TForces, 1 am
returning to the TUnited Staies, with
fresh enthusiasm, Lo speed the transpor-
tation of the remainder of the great
Army of which you are the vanguard.
what I have seen here gives the com-
fortable assurance that plans for the
¢ftectiveness of our fichting forces and
fer the comfort and welfare of the men
have been broadly made and vigorously
execnted. Qur schools and systems of
instruction are adding to the general
soldier training the specialized knowl-
cdge which developed among our French
and British associates during. the four
voars of hervoic action which they have
displayed from the beginning of.the war

“Tortuncately, the relations between
our soldiers and those of the British and
Trench are uniformly cordial and happy.
and the welcome of the civil population
of France has been met by our soldiers
wiith chivalrous appreciation and return.

“We are building a greai Army to vin-
dicate a great cause, and the spirit which
yon a¥e showing, the courage, the re-
sourcefulness and the zeal [or the per-
formance of duty bolh as soldiers and
as men is not only promising of mili-
tary success, but il is worthy oi the tra
gitions of America and of the Allied
Armies wiih which we are associaled.
Press on!” .

The Jetter has been given out as a
ecnceral order, which will be read 1o
cach company and separate detachmenl
at the first assembly after i1s reeeint.
To it the Commander-in-Chiel. A. 13 17,
2dds the following commendation:

“In adding his own high appre-
ciation of the splendid spirii of our
Army, the Commander-in-Chief wishes
to impress upon officers and men of all
ranks a keen sensc ol the serious obli-
sations which rest upon them. while at
the same time giving them 1resh as-
surance of his complete confidence in
their loyalty, their courage, and their
sincere devotion to duty.”

thevy had known since the bitierness of
Verdun.

What had the Germans accomplished?
They had relaken a streteh oi French
s0il  corregponding  roughly (o the
streteh they vielded up by their own re-
tirement last Spring. They had inflict-
ed heavy losses and, in the processes,
suifered losses still heavier. They had
not. separated the Trench and British
srmies. Rather had they welded them
inore firmly together, Yor, under the
shock of the assaull. the Allied Torces
were fused under a single command, as
diverse elements in a chemieal jar can
Le instantaneously synlhegized by an
cleelrie current. Thus ended the lack of
Allied unity.-on which the Kaiser had
openly gloated and counied for success.
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NATIONAL POLITICS
STILL LACKS COLOR

No Clue to Lines on Which
Congressional Battlcs
Will Be Fought

[By Capri: To T STARS AND STRIrEs.]

NTTW YORK, April [§.—National poli-
ties still remaing without color or rorn.
The newspapers have dropped discussion
o the Wisconsin election. and nothing
else has occeurred to indicate the lines
on which the Republicans and Demo-
crafs will fight out the congressional
¢leetions this autumn.

The New York State legislature has
adjonrned after suce fuilly  avoiding
all issues that might make campaign
material. The question of municipal
cwnership has been left to a Senate
committiee for a report to the next legis-
lature.

The Federal prohibition amendment
was sidestepped entirely, which throws
the fight into the next session. The
restoration of 1the State nominating con-
ventions system to replace the present
primaries failed of passage. This will nn-
doubtedly make the Federal prohibition
amendment. the big fighting point of next
aitumn’s  campaign  with  municipal
ownership and other measures advo-
calted by the Socialist party also promi-
nent.

This will make New
nationally important.

York polities
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French Conversation

Will you be able to make yourself
utnderstond by French  people  with
wltom Yyou fight, to find your way in
Parvis, 10 make yoursell more usernl?---
Apply by letter to Putte . 15 Nue

Vietor Cousin, ’a

" CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
READING ROOM

194 Rue de Rivoli.
Open daily 2.30 to 5 p.m.

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY UNION IN EUROPE
S RUE DI KICHELIEY, PARS

¢¢'apa and unlversity man 11 l;'.u:c.:;e.
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AMERICAN MILITARY and NAVAL FORCES
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Hezad Office: LYONS
Central Office: PAR_i_%,_}__Q_;?oulevard des Italiens

BANKING BUSINESS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION
WiTH ENGLISH-SPEAKING STAFF

EVERY FACILITY s FOR FOREIGNERS

al French towns. amongst others the foliowing:
Par-le-Due, Bayonne, Bellort, Besangon, Bordeacy,

lai~. Ca Ceite, Chaument, Dieppe, Dijon,
. Havie, La Roechelle, Limegos, Mar :
. Rochlert. Rouen, Saint-Dizier, Saint-Mzlo
. Versailles, Vitry-le-Frangois, Bourges
Newers, Saint-Raphaél, Vierzon.

Branches in all prineip

s,

Clermaont- . dsodun,

R i R R I TR L SRS

BURBERRYS

Military Outfitters
8 Boulevard Malesherbes, PARIS

SUPPLY

AMERICAN OFFICERS
Direct—or through ther AGENTS
behind the lines with cvery necessary
Anrticle of War Equipment.

TRENCH WARNMS
TUNICS & BREECHES
OVERCOATS
IMPERMEABLES
TRENCH CAPS

SAM BROWNE BELTS
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| il . REASONABLE PRICES.

AGENTS IN FRAN
Holding Stocks of Buihe

v (aods,

BESANCON-—Puisscgur, 84 Grande

Rue.

NANTES—Delplancg, 15 Rue Cre-
billon.

SAUNUR--Depot Burberry, 1 Rue
eaurepaire.

TOURS—Idwin, 10 Avenue de Cram-
mont.

LANGRES—Prudent-May, Rue Dide-
rot. i

CHAUMONT--Lisse, 47 Rue DBuxe-
reuilles.
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