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STILL MORE SECRETS
FROM MR. BASE CENSOR

Read These Horrible Examples and Be Wise?And
Give Him Credit for Knowing the

Tricks of His Trade
Somebody has said that the base pos-

tal censor is like a fat man, in that,
nobody loves him. We never did believe
it. Now we couldn?t believe it if wo
wanted to, for we have just opened w
letter beginning:

?Dearest. Dimples and Mr. Censor":
Naturally, anything in Gorman makes

a censor suspicious at once. But it is
especially those endless German ad-
dresses that make us nervous, for we
have to he always on* the alert for codes
and Hun tricks. Thus a letter addressed
to ?Mile. S. , Geroehiigkeir.sstrasse,
Switzerland,? gave us a start the other
day. Still wo wore glad to know that
there is a ?Street of Righteousness? so
near the land of the Boclie as that.

It never occurs to them that our
Italian expert knows those old Italian
customs of each man having his own
patron saint just as well as they do.

If the Kaiser Got This!
But apparently you can tell the old

folks back in Italy a lot of bunk and
still get away with it. Here?s what one
romanticist in a M.G.Bn. writes his
father in Rome ?after casually tolling
him for the first time that he has left
America and come over to Europe with
the American Army:

?We just went over the top in a fine
attack. Took 300 prisoners and 3 bat-
tleships. I look 17 myself. Pres. Wil-
son?s son and tho son of tho King of
Italy are now in our company, and they
were among the first in the attack. Tho
war will be over in a few weeks, for
the Gormans are out of ammunition.
Then I'll run down and see you for a
few days before going hack to Amer-
ica.?

By this time everyone in the A.E.F.
has heard of the black son of Alabama
who discovered in a French African sol-
dier "de first nigger dat. can?t speak his
own language.? Bui. we still get bits
of worth-while stuff from our stevedore
regiments. Here's some lines from re-
cent let ters (you may have heard them
before):

?George, I?m sure gone take out dai
whole Sio.ooo insurance. Why, George,
do government ain?t gone send no ten
thousand dollar niggers to de trenches
so long as dey is any of de cheap 55,000
ones left.?

If you are tired of writing to the
?only girl? over in the States, because
something that parler francais looks
bettor to you over here, try this one:

?Just, here a bullet came along and
finished my ink bottle and the Top
won?t lend me this pencil for more than
a minute.??A couple or months back,? writes

;ui old-timer in one of the doughboy out-
fits, ?I wrote sister Gertie that I had
been made permanent K.P. Now she
writes back, ?Well, Menry, congratula-
tions, but don?t get all swelled up over
your commission, Remember you were
once an enlisted man yourself and treat
the hoys white.?

The Long, Long String
Some people claim that only a

Frenchman, or an Italian, knows how to
make love. But we always knew iho
American soldier would prove the most
versatile in the world. The "Blue En-
velope? is a big advantage to us in this
line, too. It keeps each fellow's love af-
fairs corralled, in the same pasture, so
to speak.

Here?s one with eight enclosures,
from an expert who seems to need only
a half hour in any town to make a hit
there. At least he has a perfect siring
of ?Dearest Darlings? all the way from
the Pacific coast, right, through the U.S.,
England, and across France clear up to
the front, lino. The only reason ho
hasn?t any in Africa is because the cap-
tain refused to stop the ship there.

Worst of all, ho can write in French
?or thinks he can, like many another
member of the A.E.F. who ought to
know belter?and that is just, as hard
on the Base Censor as if he really could.
Bur. let?s be fair. Perhaps he means all
he says in all the letters. He may be
planning to live in Salt Lake City after
the war?or in Turkey.

After passing those eight, we can?t
help feeling sorry for this other poor
fellow, who has only one best, girl back
chore in the States, and who writes her
15 pages and then is so excited--or was
it. the top sergeant?s bellow??that, he
forgot to put on her address; or even
his own so we could send it back to
him. Or maybe he really was writing to
the Base Censor.

The General Staff has no more brain-
wearing problems a day than we have.
Here, for instance, is a delicate little
question in ethics. When a reader runs
across a very ardent letter written by
a Pvt. Someone he never heard of. and
addressed to his own fair lady in the
States, should he or should he not treat
as ?forbidden information? all the
words beginning in D?

An Old Joke .Revived
Then here is a foul lip on one of

our oldest and most respected American
institutions in Paris ?and incidentally a
resurrection of one of the oldest jokes
in captivity:

?Dearest: I am sending you a French
petticoat as a souvenir from France.
But the American Express Company is
charging so much for packages these
war days that I cm the buttons off to
save weight. (You will find them in the
inside pocket.)?

If you?ve road George Pal.tullo?s base
censoring yarn in the Saturday Even-
\u25a0inii Pont, you have already heard of the
flagrant violation of the censorship rule
forbidding mention of the ?effects of
hostile lire? which one of our eagle-
eyed readers found. It was in a letter
by a truck driver and ran:

?Yesterday I passed through ,
almost all the houses of which are in
ruins, because the Germans shelled it
for a week in 11)15."

Or this ?mention of casualties,? also
sternly forbidden by G.O. 13:

?While driving along the road to
I passed a cemetery where more than
1,000 people were buried.?

Glad He Caught This One
The rules about other forbidden

things seem to bo getting on the nerves
of the company as well as the Base Cen-
sor. The other day we had a letter
turned back by a platoon commander be-
cause it constituted a violation of the
rule that members of the A.E.F. shall
not write for newspapers. It was a
subscription to THE STARS AND
STRIPES! Another got the gate be-
cau.se it was correspondence with
strangers. It was a request to an in-
surance company in the Slates to can-
cel the writer?s policy! 'Still another
went into the ?correspondence with
strangers" basket because it began;

?Dear .Milo.: Of course you will be
surprised to hear from me. as you do
not know me. I stole your address out
of .Tim ?s pocket."

The following, in a recent letter, we
refuse to lake as a personal insult and
and are putting it down to pure igno-
rance :

To the Same Girl
Or how about the private anti his own

colonel who both write eight-page let-
ters three limes a week to the same
girl? You see our responsibilities?anti
also the necessity lor ?Blue Envelopes"
to avoid company censorship. The bets
are about evenly divided between the
colonel?s coin and eagles and the priv-
ate?s youth and good looks?though
we?ll have to admit that, we have seen
some colonels these days who still have
the good looks and a lot ot: youth.

Or, to come back to the responsibility
stuff, suppose we get the letters in the
wrong envelopes? Don?t worry. Rule
number one with us is, never have two
letters out of their envelopes at the
same time.

?'?Though you arc Spanish and so am
I, I am writing you in French because
French and English ars the only lan-
guages the American censor can read.?

>'o, lie Isn?t Wise
Some writers persist in thinking we

are; spring green, or extremely young,
or that we work only with o>-r feet, or
something. ?I can?t tell yo\ the name
of the town we are in, Dan.? writes
one foxy bird, ?because of the censor.
But you remember grandma?s first
name? I always said that. it. would be
prettier spelled with a ?d? instead of a
?t? and an ?c? in place of the ?i.? Arc
you wise. Dad? If not, show this to
mother and she will put you wise.?

And last, will you paste the follow-
ing in your censorship orders, or in your
overseas cap:

Cut Out This List
1. The copies of THE STARS AND

STRIPES which you mail home are not
private and personal and family mat-
ters, and they must be censor stamped
in your company and not sent in ?Blue
Envelopes? to the Base Censor.

2. If you will reread the orders on
censorship, you will find that photo-
graphs can not be sent to any coun-tries except the United Stales and
Canada.

Alas. Dad isn?t wise yet; nor is
mother. But the foxy letter writer is
far wiser than he was the day he wrote
that letter?and a 10l more expert as
a K. P.

Even our generally well-behaved Ital-
ian boys try to pull that sort of raw
stuff now and then. Here and there
they drop in a line such as:

??.Vow vo.mo?? or, to put it in English,
?"I can't I ell you where we are. but
vim remember father's saint day."

3. Officers are requested not to guess
too unsuccessfully as to the language in
which letters are written. When a letter
written in Greek comes into us with
the word ?Chinese? written across the
lower left-hand corner of the envelope,
wo recognize the good intentions of the

RAT SEEMS DOOMED
ALONG WITH COOTIE

Prairie Dog Exterminator
Gets a Chance at

Trench Pet
As yon may have heard five or It

times already, this is a scientific war.
Whenever an annoyance or an actual
menace to the Army is discovered, sci-
entific.stops are taken to annihilate the
pest.

*

Even the cootie is doomed. It. is said
that, the research work is in charge of
an officer to be designated as a Coot.cn-
ant. But this story is about rats.

The rat, figuratively, is about to bo
trapped. A year or so ago there was a
man?a member of the Biological Sur-
vey?who had groat success in extermi-
nating the prairie dogs out in Kansas
and Colorado. When America came into
the war, somebody in the War Depart-
ment suggested that maybe this scien-
tific: exterminator of prairie dogs was so
good at that job he might be able to
solve the rat problem in the trenches.
So they ordered him over here to give
the rats a critical and microscopic look.

He came over and went up front and
studied the rodent. He studied it by and
large, hither and yon. here and there
and through and through. He found out.
what it liked for supper, and its favor-
ite flower and ITow It Cared For Its
Young. And he doped cut a way to les-
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I \u25a0 1 *\u25a0*
officer who ,'d}d the guessing; but it
doesn?t Tibl'p the labors '\u25a0of our distribu-
tor in line least. Have the man who
wrote trie letter slate on the envelope
the language it is written in. He is gen-
erally a better guesser.

\u25a0l. And if any outfit is pining for a
baseball game, word is hereby passed
that the Base Censor detachment is full
up with champion sphere tossers, and is
prepared to meet any team in the
A.E.F. that can journey to this village
on a sunny Sunday afternoon. We can?t
tell you where the village is, because
we are in the Army now, but just ask
anyone you meet who doesn't wear a
uniform.

?AGONY WARTETTE?
MAKES SWEET MOAN

Song for Anything That
Conies Along in Their

Repertoire

There were four of them?all of the
Jawbone Squad, or tho ?Agony War-
tette,? as they styled themselves?pro-
ducing sweet moan in a little hut just
behind the lines.

Down swooped an aeroplane a
friendly one. As they heard the hum of
the motor the four broke into:
Swing lo?ow. sweet cha??.'oe?o ?hut!

Coinin' fo' to carry me ho? me!
Swi?hing low. sweet cha?ree ?o ?hut

Coinin? fo? to carry me ho?o?o ?ome!
Bango' went a shell not, so very far

away. Straight off the quartette just,
busted into: \u25a0
Dar'll be razors a-Myin? through the air!

OH, Mali, YES!
<:<?t away f?om dot window.
Mali love an? ruah dove,
Get away f?oin dstc window, now Ah say!
Oh. come some odder night, to? dny's gwinc

ter ho a tight.

D.-ir'l! lie" razors .-i-tlym? through- I lie air!
Ail was still again. The quartette

paused to smoke up a bit. Far off, on
a slope down below, a solitary bugler
(regardless of orders) was whining out
the first sad notes of Tattoo.

Thai, was too much for the frolicsome
four. Letting their cigarettes go out as
they got into it, they let ding with:
Gah'icl, Gab'iel. Gah?iel, Gab'iel,
Gab'ioi, blow yon? trump?trump?trump?-

trump!

A nearby machine gun platoon de-
cided that its pieces had been still long
enough, and rattled off several clipfuls.
Mockingly, gleefully, the quartette sang,
in mincing kindorgartenese:

Palter, putter, patter, palter,
Hear the little drops of rain!

Bango! Another shell. But the gang
was tired of being appropriate. They
went right on, in defiance of Kultur and
the Good Old German God:
De ol? time re?ligion, de ol? fashion? re?-

ligion.
De pood ol? time ro?ligion. it?s pood enough

fo? me!

ONE WAY TO GET IT

?How did you get up on your French
so well??

?C?min? over on the. boat. Worked
like the devil; five hours a day. Just
picked out a small vocah?lary, only the
stuff I?d really need. And then, when
( c?rnovor here?why', the French just
naturally rolled out of my face!?

TO LET OR SELL IN PERIGORD
'beautiful

HISTORICAL CHATEAU
in one of the most charming parts
of France, mild, dry climate, 150
acres arable land.?9 hours from
Paris; day trains with dining cars,
night trains with sleeping cars.
Richly furnished, linen, silverware, 30
rooms, 2 autos, 6 carriages?ls,ooo
francs for the summer season or for
sale at $lOO,OOO. Apply to A. Libois,
14 Rue Duphot, Paris.

GuarantyTrust Company of New York
Paris: 1 & 3 Rae det Italiens.

UNITED STATES DEPOSITARY OF PUBLIC MONEYS
Places its banking facilities at the disposal of the officers
and men of the

AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES
Special facilities afforded -officers -with accounts with this
institution to negotiate their personal checks anywhere in
France. Money transferred to all parts of the United
States,by draft or cable.

Capita! and Surplus : : : : $50,000,000
Resources more than s : s $600,000,000

AN AMERICAN BANK WITH AMERICAN METHODS
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lie found out, now all the rat
trouble is at the front: large part of
it is at the base ports, where the rats
get. into the big storehouses, and cause
damage to the food and clothing wait-
ing to go to the front. Often the rats go
right along up with the food and cloth-
ing.

The rat specialist made his report
and recommended that some men be
sent to assist him. It is said that his
request has been granted and that, a
successful barrage against the rat. al-
ready has been laid down.
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American Soldiers
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UJl?clHfe THEM INTO THE OPEN o Mfiira. A CAREFUL GELECTON
OF THE. MOST HWi.O'/ LdONlNfa SPEOf-liiN. AMO TAW tMW SPREaO
EAGLE ON A BOAtiPi-FROM VoHICH fto:.,iT,ON He..IS MOST
EXPOSED TDliVlufcVo THEN -THROW A QOMfi AT
HIN ; LUKICW,tF NOT IMMEDIATELY CA'.MNfe THE DEATH
Or TOE C'OOTiE, WILL CRRPIE AND
INCAPACITATE TU'i Wi/ETOJ. FROM FuRTFcn.ACTMTIES 0.~
PURSUE THIS PLAN CONSCIENTIOUSLY UNTIL VjU NATt Ex r* ;
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iIBRENTANO?S
(Sociote Anonyme)

Booksellers & Stationers,

37 AVENUE DE L?OPERA, PARIS.
% JUST PUBLISHED

Distinctive signs of Rank and HI?. Insignia of the Principal Allied Armies
Post free: 1 franc 20 centimes

i iI FINE COLLECTION OF WAR POSTERS &
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United States Army Regulations, etc;
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Come and Play at
Aix-les-Bains, Chaimibery, C]liaSleS?;leS"Eaux,

Eight up in till' hc;irt of the French Alp??the' beautiful spots where tourists have enjoyed
themselves tor yours. "When you get your leave, plan to couie here,

i-ukc Bourgcl is here 100. And the m.igr.iliecnt Savou; Country is al! about Jc is a most
charming locality in a wonderful laud

?

! You can enjoy yourself al "any of the Band and Orchestra Concerts are given
usual out-ef-door sftoi-to al a popular fC* in the famously constructed Grand Circlo
ion, and you can rest.

"

Casino ami Gardens.
Bet tor Vaudeville has f\o£ been put OIV ?A cp'orcclid stiiff of American Indies
during iho ftrar. American, English, and are :ii in m.'ilcing it the mo*t
French artists from lhf» host iheaters in Idoasu:ii pl-co in Franco Jor you
the largest cities are hero to entertain to rccuperaio, rest, or spend your Mill-
you. tnry- Vacation.

Operated for all Pdetnaers of ike
American Expeditionary Force.

Qillette SAFETY
RAZOR
No Stropping?No Honing

Gillette u.s.
iService Set

OPEN CLOSED

UNITED STATES War Service .Regulations, itoqnir* a Shaving Outfit?and thesoldier and sailor must provide his 1 own Razor.
The new Gillette U S. Service'Set is the Shaving Outfit that fulfils every need of
Undo Sam?s Boys. .
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It is constructed with a metal.case?huilt to withstand the roughest handling. AnIndestructible Mirror fits snugly in the lid of ease. Thumb tad:.- for securing the
mirror for use regardless of surroundings arc'included.
We kept in mind tho Gillette principle and the necessity' of compactness. Size
complete 4in'. long, I£in. wide. {-iii. thick. Slips into the breast, pocket of tho
coat or shirt?takes up no .room in the soldier's kit or il:o sailor's ditty box
Regular Gillette blades used with this set.
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"No Stropping?No Honing, always sanitary, no rutting or sci.ijnng of akin-
no risk. of. Infection. This is.the razor that every'fighting man needs, to be per-
fScrtly* equipped for' shaving satisfaction.

't'K'A'Cr A PRICE:.2S FRANCS complete with 12 Gillette Blades.

PACKETS''of new Gillette Blades?each Blade wrapped iu oiled paper enclosed in
sanitary envelope?bright, smooth, sharp and dean, can bo obtained at all

dealers" iu''Frnnco, England, Russia, Italy, Canada and all other parts of tho world.
Gillette Safety Razor Company, Boston, Mass., U.S.A

... To be Had at A.E.F. & Y.M.C.A. Canteens
or at all Dealers in France.\u25a0MIRROR

GILLETTE SAFETY RAZOR, s.A.. ir* R«e la Boctie. PARIS
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