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HEART SPEAKS OUT
IN MOTHER'S LETTER

case Full of Mail
After Hours

WHAT TEXAS NEGROES FELT

I Want People {o See Your Rais-;
ing in Me,” One Boy
Writes Home

To tho Editor of THE
STRIPES:

The worthy activity manifested by
“Qur Paper” that led to the sending of
a shipload of Mothers' Letters across
the sea to the ones wailing back home
wasg, it struck the writer, aboul the last
word among its collection of worthy
stunts—even topping by a shade, in my
humble opinion, the orphan movement,

In my capuacity as commnander of a
company of 250 men, of whom 27 are

STARS AND
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white non-commissioned officers and 223
are drafied Texas negroes, 1 did my
best to rise to the occasion al the pace
you sel. [ plastered pages of “Qur
Paper” all over the bulletin board, talk-
ed “Mother” to the boys, and hiad the
orderly room supply the stationery (en-
veloped slamped in vivid red—a viola-
tion of A.R. 822, amply justitied by cir-
cumsignces--as per Your specificiations)
and the C.C pass it out at Spturday in-
spection.

The results overwhelmed us. They all
did t.  Saturday night and Sunday
morning everyvbody was doin® it And
Sunday we all worked. That night my
malil orderly took @ suitease full of let-
ters to the base censor headquarters,
and some unknown captiain just shut-
ting up shop pecled off his raglan and
gat him down then and there to aflix
the Great Secal of the B.S,

ANl Breathe Same Spirit

But this is the thing that will inter-
est: Did you ever censor a letfer from
a Texas cotton-pialch darky to his
mother? T was irresistably moved to
make pencil extracis trom fhree, anony-
mously, of course. They weren't ALL
like these; but, no matter how high the
education of their writers had prog-
ressed, thosce letters all breathed the
same spirit---the spirit. that makes the
American soldier, by and large, a sort
of nut ithat no victim of the Prussian
iron heel ean over crack, much less
crush. PRegardez:

“Mother, when 1 stop to think what
I am here for, and of the thousands that
are here with me fighling for the same
Cause, il makes me feel big and proud
to know that the good T.ord has given
me health and ~trength to be one of the
nwnber. And, Mother, you must think
often of vour soldier boy, and pray that
he may return to yvou, when our country
is at peace, just as strong and healthy
as when he left you.”

That. extract is verbatim--not edited
in the least by myvself, Itg writer never
had a colleze edueation. Had he been
just two weeks older the draft would
not have cailed him.  He is married,
and, as the atlotment records show, a

"ALL THE COMFORTS OF HOME
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EVERYONE WRITE—
G.H.0. ASKS YOU TO

One Way to Help Win War
Is Keeping in Touch
With Family

To write home frequently and regu-
larly—that is one of the soldier’'s most
fmportant. duties.

Such is the statement G.J1.Q. has just

put forward in a general order. G.IL.Q.
goes into the subject thoroughly ard ex-
plicitly, having this 10 say:
“Duty to one's couniry does not end
on the parade ground, nor e¢ven on the
battle ficld, but consists in doing every-
thing in one’s power to help win the
war, To write home frequently and
regularly, to keep in constant touch
with family and friends, is one of the
goldier’s most imporiant duties.

“Mothers and fathers will suffer if
they do not hear often from sons fizht-
ing in Trance. In the present large
companies, it is not possible for officers
10 write letters for their men, Bvery
man must do it for himself,

“When no letters are received from
overseas, the greatest distress is caused
{o those at home. They either feel {hat
letters have heen wriltten but lost en
route, or eise they imagine all sorts of
evils, such as sickness, wounds, even
death. DBoth are bad for the active mili-
tant spirit. which every true American
must possess if our Army is to obtain
the real victory that all so earnestly
desiroe.

“liveryone in the United States who
has a son or brother in the American
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ETIQUETTE HINTS
FOR DOUGHBOYS

Questions Answered

By BRAN MASH

X.—If the Major grects your punc-
titious calute with a slap on the bhack
and a jab in the ribs and a play{ul kick
in the anatomy and a line like, "“Weil,
you sentry-dodging, late-for-reveille,
rood-for-nothing old skeezicks, whatnell
can I get you out of now?” the only
thing vou c¢an do is to humor him and

nretend you like it. Once in a while @
Major with exacetly those foibles will
crop up even in the best-regulated

Army. When he does, he means awfully
well, and should be treasured, nol
snubbed. Give him a zood comeback.

R.—No, il is not good form to flash
the wedding announcement of your
bunkie’s cx-best girl on him just as he
is going up into the line. ITe might get
awflully peeved and actually o out and
kill & German, just to work off his spite.
And that, you know, would never, never
do.

Y.—IJf your licutenant-plitoon-¢om-
mander passes out real cigarettes- be-
cause he's just gol a cable saying he is
the father of twins, take the cigaretlies
and then add some tactful remark such
as “What-was they, Toot? Bovs or girls
or mixed doubles? Or ain’t the missus
been specific and don’t you know?”
That will put you in righi. to a fareyou-
well, and is good for a first-class-privaey
recommendation any day in the year.

I—If you are invited (o take part in
a rald, accept at once. Raids are often
as interesting as surprise parties used
to be back in the States—with the ex-
ceplion that they play kissing games
afterward when they hand out the Croix

] de Guerre.

V.—No, it is rather betier taste not
to roil the bones when the Captain is
making his inspection tour. The Cap-
tain would like to roll 'em, toc, and iry
to cateh up for that pay check and
travel commutation that’s due him—but
Don't tempt the good man.

The war of the Trojans and all the
Greelk crow

Was fouglit. for the «ake of a falr lady
who

Woent absent without leave, for weal or

for woe,
And took her permagsion jo Paris to go.

ANl Greeks grasped sieel helmets and
trench knives and tanks

And wheel teams and chariots and fell
into ranks.

Shipping boards gave no trouble with
quarrels or slips: !

The beauty of IHelen had Lwunched anl
the ships.

All cautioned  their sweethearts that
since they must go,

To keep home hearths heated, on flirt-
ing co slow; i
For cach warrior was off to the bitile
and strife

make the world safe
looking wife.

To for a4 good

But they'd never have fought if they'd

read llelen’s note,

Which just before leaving

wrote:

“Menelaus just entered our

home

With an overscas cap on the top of his
dome!”

Famgrax D, Dowxey, 1st Licut., F.A.

she hastily

once happy

Class A provider. Also, he is what is
termed a 100 per cent ian - he is a con-
fidential orderiy ami never forsets a de-
tafl of instructions or routine.

Proud of His Raising

Here is anofher:

“I mever shall forgel wiat you and
papa said to me berfore my leaving for
Camp Travis—' My boy, in all your triais
do not forget 1o he true to your couniry
and your God; and, whatever you do,
obey orders.” [ have been trying to do
this—not only while here, but T mean to
keep that in my heart throushout my
life; not that I may be praised, but that
people may see you and your raising in
me.”

That chap. a full-blooded, dark-skin-
ned, fine-locking negro, was an under-
grad in a southern college for negroes
when he was drafted. Like the writer
of the first exuract, e is a natural lead-
er among his fellows—one of the sort
we depend on as a nucleus for good
discipline in a commiand. This extract
{s likewise verbatim.

And here’s another bit, thrown in for
good measure—from a letter by =&a.
youngster who has rambled over the
face of God’s earih and lcarned a few
things in the Big School, but is not a
college man:

“AMother, I am a long way away from
you, but my thoughts arc always with
you. Every day is Mother's Day for me,
for I think of you by day and dream of
you at night. Don’t worry aboul me, for
I am getting along fine.”

CGood Docirine for Whole A.E.F.

Pretty good doctrine for all of us of
the A.B.F. enlisted men or oflicers
though we may be, to “try on.” And
may I query: Was any letter to Mother,

xpeditionary Forces is proud of him, is
constantly thinking of him. is anxious
fo hear from him. Lelters home will
bring many leliers in reply, and the
closer home ties will have potent infu-
ence for good both in France and in the
United States.

“All officers should realize this fact,
and both by encouraging their men and
providing them with the proper facili-
ties, do everylhing in their power 1o
interest them in the vital question of
writing homoe.”

truer in ils ring or tenderer in its senti-
ment than these three, picked at ran-
dom from the outgoing mail of a 250-
man company? Could any one of us do
better than to triin his sails according
to the second senlence of that last ex-
tract?

And remember: The writers of those
letters were our southern darkies—
many of them descendants of black
men and women brought to America in
the slave ships of the forties and the
fifties for which the beautiful French
river city of Nantes was noted. It is a
romantic circumstance that many .of
these fellows are here as American
soldiers on French soil, offering their
lives for the country whence, in less cn-
lightened times, came those who took
them from their native Africa to en-
slave them in the surgar-lands of the
very nation to which slavery in any
form is today the most abhorrent.

The men who sanctioned my making
anonymous cxtracts from those letters
are all enlisted men in Company B,
Enginecrs. It must be added that every
letter that went out from this company
had, enclosed with it the touching
Motlyr's Day pamphlet distributed by

homeward bound on that famous ship,

M.C.A., “THE OLD MAN.”
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Military and Civil
Tailors

KRIEGEK & CO.

23 Rue Royale.
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THE NEWEST AND
MOST COMPLETE
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Underwear’

for health and comfort.
during summer campaign

It is easily washed, very durable

and does not shrink. In addition

to which it ‘s very mexpensive:
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ALL NIGHT DETALL

Sergeant in Charge of Burial
Party Is Still Pretty
Sore

Ile was ordered Lo take five men and
&o out into No Man's Land and bury a
dead German. e picked his quintet for
that pleasing bil of policing. and went
out, expecting to be back in about half
an hour.

The night wore on into morning, and
the sergeant and his gang didn't come
back. Their captain began to feel a bit
uneasy.  They might have been sniped
off or something, and the capldin didn't
like the idea.

About dawn the seniry at the sally-
port in the wire heard an “It’s me—
burrsull party returning,” received the
necessary  password, and let them
through, dirty and sorve.

“Say, sir,” the sergeant said in an ag-
grieved tone when, a little later, he con-
fronted his captain, “you told me there
wis only one ITun oul there. There was
six—a whole squad of 'em! We’ve been
working all night to get ’em under-
ground!”

HAS EXTRA BIG OB,

MOTOR MINSTRELS
PLAY FOUR NIGHTS

Show Is Advertised on Bill-
boards in True Ameri-
can Style

“Onc hundred people, 30 piece orches-
ira, and a jazz band, togelther with two
carloads of special scenery, gorgeous
costumes, all the newest and many
original songs.”

So read the posters which adorned
the billboards for miles about the vicin-
ity of the DMolor Transport Repair
Shops, and they were regular billboard
posters 1oo. The show was scheduled to
play a three-days’ engagement, but pop-
ular demand necessitated a fourth per-
formance. Reports of the first night
circulated so fast—perhaps due to the
fact that among ithose present were no-
ticed five tclephoneites (sergeantis or
corporals, we are at a loss to know
which, but not to show our ignorance
we call them all captain)-—that on the
sceond cvening they started arriving in
trucks, automobiles, and motorcycles
(no, no, not more telephonettes, but
members of the AE.F. who were any-
where within 50 miles.)

Six days following the conception of
the idea the show was put on with the
aforementioned results, acclainfed by
all as being one of the best, if not the
best, minstrel shows they had ever at-
tended and worth two bucks a scat; but
the only charge made was “Be early,”
as the S.R.O. sign was hung out every
cvening at 6:30 and the curtain did not

| rise until cight.

J. COQUILLOT

BOOT MAKER

Trench Boots, Riding Boots,
Putices and Aviators’ Needs

TURNISIIER TO SAUMUTR,
w5 Ave. des Champs-Biveées, PARIS.

8 > 8

< DRUGST0R

REQUISITES FROM

RORERTS ac»

AMERICAH DRUGGISTS.
PARIS, 3, Rut 0t LA Pave, PARIS
LSS PamrsOnp. :COITAN 2960
ARMY, ROSPITALS, SANITARY FORMATIONS
’ & CANTEENS
- SUPDLIED srSPECIAL WHOLESALE RATES
ﬁu- O iy~ ISTABLINIC 1880 PRy, S‘

-SLEATOR & CARTER
_ PARIS, 39 ‘Avenue de 'Opera, PARIS.

English & American Civil & Military Tailors
'.L:Ql,ive' Drab’ Unjferms and American Insignia a Speciality
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TO MEMBERS OF THE
American Expeditionary Force

@] As the foremo@ Military Store in Britain we
extend you hearty greetings and good wishes.

You come well-equipped, your requirements
will be small—we know that, but our welcome
- bears none of the coldness of commerce.

} @ As part of the Nation, as a cog in‘the Military
" Machine, we speak our welcome.

In succession we have. formally welcomed: our
Canadians, Australians and South Africans.

Already many of you have found the Store
—JUNIOR Army & Navy Store, just off
Piccadilly Circus, the hub of Lendon.

There isa welcome for each of you—and for those that follow
you—the Store is open even if you cnly want to know the
time. We supply equipment and kit, th€ very best'at the
lowest possible prices, and you can obtain cvery satisfaction
by ordering by post. Your fricnds at home.can arrange to
send you parcels of comforts through us.

Gur Equipment Booklet gladly sent Post Free.

BRITISH SOLDIERS AS WELCOME AS EVER

UNIOR [ wizsreez]
ARV STORES

NAVY LAy
15 Regent St., L;mdon, S.W. 1.

Piccadilly Circus by Tube from ceverywhere.

CIGARETTE

One is not lonely
when by himself—with
1 MURAD, The Turkish
Cigarette.
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