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AMERICA IN FRANCE |

] 1—Chateau-Thierry

Written down Dby the soldiers of the’

ALLF., one by one there are appear-

ing for the frst time. in the pages .of
American hisfory, the names of old

Trench towns. They are towns rich in
the memorics or a thousand years and
searred with the half-forgotten wournds
of a bhundred wars. Theirs are names
that Frenech children have conued for
centuries and which now your chihh'(_.\n
and your chilm'un's_childrun will readd in
the school books of Amervicil.

Such a name is Chilt Thierry. 1t
was there that the German armies in
the great thrust for DParis-they began
on May 27 first met the resistance of
Yankee troops.

Chiteau-Thicrry is a little town on 2
bill. Past its foot flow the s=low, un-
troubled waters of (he Marne. I'rom the
gray stone, red tiled oulskirts on the
other side of {lhie river, you cross o

_three-arched bridge of stone to mount

by winding patbs to ‘where the :111c§enl
church lifts its sixtcenth century belfry
to the heavens. Ilouse by house and
street by street, the town has grown up
through the ceuturies around a squaf,
deep-dungeoned” c¢hilenn.  Of this chii-
tean only two vine-hung gates and the
fragmenis of a thick-set wall :u'e_lctl:
to tell the story of many a bitter siege.

Built by Charles Martel

The chAteau was built in 720. by
Charles Martel, the great Hammer of

. the Franks and grandfather of the still

- of Germans march

greater Charlemange—the same Charles
Martel who saved FEuvope for Christen-
dom when, 12 years later, he met and
vanquished the turbanned hosts of the
all conquering Saracens in the hatlle of
Poitiers. Little rvoiains of the cagtle
itself, but you can-still see the base of
the tower where one of his feeble suc-
eessors, Charles the Simple, was held a
prisoner.

When, in the early days of June,
1918, men once more fought hiand to
hand in the narrow streels of Chiteau-
Thicerry and the thunder of the guns
stirred ancient echoes in the crumbling
ruins of the caslle, hisiory was but re-
peating itself. The river vallers, con-
verzing wpon the plain of Paris and
finding there a barvier of hills, have
ever turned thuat basin info the final
battlefield of an invasion with the eapi-
tal as the goal. That is why around
Chateau-Thierry, rearcd like a stubborn
bastion on the rim of that basin, the
soldiers of many a forgotten cause have
fought and died. Tt has always blocked
the path to Paris.

Now held as a watchtower by the
dukes of Trance. now as an oufpost by
the counts of Champagne. the castle
changed hands in and again through
the early centuries.

English. archers took and held it in
1421. toward the close of the weary
HFundred Years® War hetween IBngland
and Irance, the interminable war which
finally broughit Joan of Are up out of
the fields of Lorraine to lead the armices
of the King and which. at the end, lost
to ihe English crown all its rich French
jewels suve only Calais.

Germans Had 1t of OlId

Tn the first half of the sixicenth cen-
tury while adventurers on the other
of the Atlantic were exploring with fear
and wonder the mysteries of 1he wilder-
ness known as Ameriea the old avorld
shook with the trampling armics of
I'rancis I, King of I'ranCe, and his
eneroy, the mighiy Charles V, . Tomperor
of Germany, who had made a pact with
England for his undoing.

Then—and not for the last time--the
dwellers along the Marne =aw uan
upon TParis.  For,
leading his troops through Champagne,
Charles pressed his invasion to within
24 leagues of the eapital and in ihat
invasion the Germans, oo Chitean-
Thierry. . -

A half century later. ithe Spaniards
sacked it in the couise of the terrible
Wars of Religion, when Catholies and
Huguenots foughit such biffer batiles
for the control of I'rance that, in the
course of 30 years, . million IFrenchmen
perished. Spanish troopsentered Frauee
as allies of the Catholics. Those were
the daya when a Spanish garrisen held
Paris, nor, for all his sieges, could the
Protestant chieftan, Ilenry of Navarre,
enter its gates till he had marched
through crowds of joyous neople to the
church of Saint-Denis and there, in the
presence of the prelates. asked to be
recelved “into the pale of the Catholic
Apostolic and Roman Church.” '

Greatest Battle in 1814

It was in 1591 that the Spaniards fell
upon Chitean-Thierry, but its greatest
battle was fought in thai desperate
Yebruary of 1811 when IMnglaud, I'rus-
sin, the German States, Spain, Tortugal,
Russia, Sweden and Austrin—a crush-
ing alliance—joined hands agalnst Na-
poleon. Trom the gouth and the east
they invaded Irance and hemmed in
on all sides, the little Emperor was
forced for the first t(ime in his life to
fight on tlie defensive.

Fighting with only 20,000 young and
untried conseripts, he fell upon and
smashed at Chitteau-Thierry an army of
50,000 Russians and DPrussians. It was
a.final flash of the old suceess, A shining
victory in the midst of a disastrous
campaign, for on the last day of March
Napoleor’s cnemies entered Paris, and
before many weeks had passed, he had
been exiled to Elba.

Chiitecnn-Thierry was taken and re-
taken in 1814, Just a hundred years
later, its walls looked down wupon the
retreat of the enemy before the victors
of the Marne.

Visiting there in the spring of this
year, you would have founud Chfteau-
Thierry a town set in a fair and peace-
ful countryside, proud ot its sheep-
crowded pasturage and rich in its vines
and cherry trecs—a litile town of 7,000
people, no larger than Rochester, Minn,
or Red Bank, N.J.

And this town is a shrine for French
pilgrims, not beecause of the battles
fought in its streets. but beecause it was
the home of the master of fables, La
Fontaine. Very much as it was in the
seventeenth century, you can sece today
the house with its outside stairease and
its moss-grown well wlhere this most be-
Joved of T'rench poets was born.

Walk an hour or so up ihe road that
leads to the northwest, and you come
to La IPerté-Milon, the home of Racine.
Jean de la TFonlaine and Jean Racine—
they are the poets of that region at
the heart of the country which is known

as Isle de IFrance, the poets whose work, -

in its simplicity, ifs modestly, its clernal
common sense, gives to the IFrench spirit
its finest, its purest expression.

La Fontainc at Chateau-Thierry

The French off all ranks and ages love
their poet of Chiiteau-Thierry. When,
in the ecarly stages of the Revolution,
the Infuriated mob in Paris gave them-
selves over to the Sentember massacres
of bloody memory, and thousands of
prisoners’ were butchered, one woman
was spared for no other reason -than be-

cause she was the granddanghter of La

Fontaine. French children hear his
fables in the nursery and know them by
heart; their fathers and mothers find

Wolves and the Ewe”

ANGELS—JUST. FROM - AMERICA

~ SPRING DAYS UP AT THE FRONT

“Say,” seid an infantryman. “Do you
want to hear about the worst picce of
out-of-luels that ever happened in the
AJILYE.?2 A pal of mine went into the
fight with 2,000 frauncs in his pocket—
you know.

“Now he's reported missing.”

An ancient' I'rench school house, de-
serted in the flight of the villagers, was
taken over by the Americans as part of
the headquarters of a field ambulance.
The iInferrupted lesson couid be read
upont the bulletin board by the Yankee
wonnded carried through and a Daudet
among them could have woven a master-
piece from- it. The moral that . the
teacher was inculeating whien he ield his
“derniére classe” was this:

“The free man obeys his conscience
and the laws of his country.” :

And the phrase set before the pupils
for their composition exercise that day
—the date was writien on the board,
20 Mai, 1918—was:

“Un jour de grand vent.”

They might have writlen it:
day of the big wind.”

“The

Don’t carry anything in your gas
mask bag that doesn’'t belong  there.
That isn’t a general order, but the fruit
of at least one man's éxperience.

He had gone over the top on a patrol.
Somebody smelled gus; on went the
masks. ITe bit into it, elamped his nose
on tight, and started to breathe. That
is. he iried to. For.several agonizing
minutes he struggled to get wind through
it.  And then be found it was a false
alarm. . :

Thanking his stars that it hadn’t been
a real attaek to be endured with a safety
appliance that was as dangerous as the

German  pizen iftself, he went to his
lientenant at the first opportunity and
told him that the thing didn’t work.

The licutenant looked at it.

“IWhat's this? he asked.

I'rom the slot at the base of the res-
pirator he drew a post card that had

stuck there.

“Now try it,” he said.

It worked. That man isn’{ using his
mask biag as a mail pouch any more.

The top sergeanl of a field lospifal
was  tenderly  siraichtening out  the
papers—clippings, letiers, photographs—
that had been found in the pockets of
2 Marine from DIhiladelphia who had
died from his wounds on his way to aun
evacuition hospital. “I see he got his
man first,” said the top, and showed
among the papers there a muddy two-
mark note.

“Mijor, er—T mean Colonel—no, par-
don me, Major—"’

You really cuan't tell the difference
after the major” or the lienienant c¢oi-
siel has been hiking 2 few Kilometers
Hong the dusty roads away up beyrond
ihe sprinkling cart zone. The gold Teaves
and the silver leaves lose all their glint
and glamor beneath a coat of gray-
brown dust. So it is perfeetly permis-
sible to make mistakes.

If you are wise, you will say Colonel.
If it is a lieutenant colonel, you're right,
sund i it's a major, it makes him feel
rood.

A bateh of Germuan prisoners was be-
ing marched along the road under con-
voy of a sergeant. They swung past o
little audience of Yanks.

“Ifello boys?' called one gleefnl cap-
tive in regular linglish. And pointing
to the line he added just as gleefully:
“It’s hell up there!”

A lean young infantryman hurried
across France with lis regiment, was
flung inlo a fight near Chiteau-Thierry
with scanty sleep and shert rations,
went over o crest with the first wave of
assauit, emerged from a mix-up with a
German bayonet none the worse except
for a tear in the seat of his brecches,
eseaped by & miracle every blast in the
murderous cross fire of German machine
guns and finally came out one of the
few unscratched ones in his platoon.
ITe dropped on Lhe ground, doubly
thankful. for the promise of a few mo-
ments rest.  Tle dropped on the ground,
but he bounded up again in all. the
agony of his first wound. 1lis face had
landed in a bunch of nettles.

A Muarine confided to the surgeon who
was dressing iz wound that his c¢om-’
nany had, at one point, swarmed up i
the German artillery and taken (he guns.
“Were you able to bring them back®”
the doctor wanted {o know.

“Bring them back? Ilell,
ing there.” :

we're camp-

Tp at the front you heuar zin rouge
called by the nickname by which every
poild knows it. The word pinurd is now
ithe best Amcricancse,

Two . Marines on the outskirts of
Chittcan-Thierry made 2 dash at a Ger-
man machine gon that was eoming into
play on their bunch. The first, a private,
grabbed the mouth of the gun with his
hand and shoved it up in the air. 1t
almosg blew his hand to bits but the
thing he remembers best was the way his
pal, the corporal, laughed as he jahbed
his bayonet through the four Germans
who were behind that gun.

When one division moved up to a new
headquarters it took along with it a
sergeant in the Q.M.C. who believes in
being as coinforiable as the exigenciex
of war will permit. Fe was onc of those
“sleelk headed men, and sueh as sleep
o’ nights,” and straightway he began to
look around for a bed. In a Darn he
found the village hearse,” wkhkich by some
oversight had not been evacuated. And
there he lies nightly.

Somebody else liked the idea and tried
to bunuk on the roof. But the hLearse
wouldn't srand it. It threatened to col-
lapse all over the sergeant. and afier a
council of war it was decided that the
hearse had bheen constructed on a one
man basis and ought to stay that way.

“It's very comfortable,” the sergeant
explains.  “And if they ever shel]l the

USELESS QUESTIONS

For the sake of efficieney in the Army.
it is sucgested that hereafier all useless
quest shall be meniioned oniy by
number.

It Is estimated that this will save
enough force expended in unnecessary
movements of the voceal cords eich day
to dig 181 miles of trench six feet deep.
or transport 163 doughboys a month
from New York to Tiiverpool.

Thus, one doughboy simply says to an-

othier, “No. 3.” The propef answoer
teing in each ease, “IW.K.,” abbre-
viated form of “I don’t know.” ‘Lhe

more important useless questions in ihe
AL, follow:— . .
(1) Say, what day is this, anyway?
(2) When are we going to get another
mail?

(3} ITow many troops do ¥ u suppose
we've got in France?

(4) HFlave you heard when we are
going to get paid?

(5) What the devil is the matter with
them cooks?

(6) Who d'ye s'pose designed that
monkey-hat?

(7) Secn anybody with my Saturday
Evening Post?

(8) Ilow much do you owe the Gov-
ernment?

(9) Do you know when we're going up
the line?

(10) ITow much longer do you Llhink!

this thing1l last?
Others will he published from time to
time as occasion requires.

WHY TAKE A REGIMENT?

Buek No. 1: The regiment 's goin'
to attack at dawn and get those woods
cast of the village.

Buck No. 2:° What they goin’ to take
the whole regiment for? Why not just
send a wood detail?

OLD AND NEW STYLE—NO. 1

Tn eamp back home: Sir, I have the
First Scrgeant’s permission to speak to
the Captain.

In billets over here: Sir, the Top told
me I could speak to you about this here.

In the trenches: Say, Captain—.

sumined up in them all their philosophy
of life.

‘It was at Chitteau-Thicrry that La
Iontaine was Muaster of the Waters and
the TYorests. It- was there he made
friends with the wandering dog, the
toiling ant, the mounting lark—all the
animals of the couniryside who move in
his fables. It was there he wrote “Lhe
of which the
moral is the motto of his pcople in this
year of trial:

“We can conclude from this that one
must war continually with the wicked.
Peace is all very well in itself, I admit,

‘but of what use is it with enemies who

are faithless?”?

barn, here I am, all ready for ’em.”

AEF. SMILES

As Jonesome as a guardhouse without
a rat. .

As cheerful as a wounded captain
going home to “instruct.”

As fulile as the major's attempts to
speak French.

As iguorant as a war news cditor buck
honte.

As noisy as a barracks on payvday
night.
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Questions

FOR DOUGHBOYS

Answered

By BRAN MASH

O.P.—Yes, you stand at attention ard
say “Sir” to a DBritish regimental ser-
geant-major, but you do not salute him

when passing on’ the sireet or road.
(Note: This is the straight dope and not

the usnal kind of bull that gets into
this column.—-ED.)

Y.R.I.—The seat on the Top's right
is undoubtedly the seat of honor for
vour guest, but. also the seat of danger;
that is, unless the Top is a soulhpaw.

G.I.AL—When  borrowing  someone
else’s pults for guard mount, be sure of
course, to return them rolled in the
original oxder, and ‘not hindside to. If
vou fail to take them back in shape,
vour friend may be out of luck himself
the next time he fries to muake orderly.

H.I'—No, you are not required to
salute German oflicers when you meet
them up front unexpectedly. You arc
however, expected to invite them over
into our lines at ouce, and to sce that
they are made thoroughly at home in
the cage provided for them. Also, vou
should keep them well covered, so they
won't catch cold.

U, H.—No, it would not-get you any-
where {o give 4 lawn party in honor of
yvour division commander. In the first
place, he would probably be too busy
fo come himself, and would send some
mere snip of a captain from his staff’ to

represent him.  In the second place.
where in the name of time would you
cot the lawn?

G.Q.—YXes, celluloid cuffs are distinetly
out of place with the O.. shirt. Ile-
sides, they have 1o be cleaned with spit.
and when you're on a hike you're <«
dry you can't spit. If you have a pair.
it is better to stand them up and shoot
at them, rather than to shoot ihem in
the more conventional way.
.0.A.8.—Yes, it is quite a problem.
this bracing of guys withont service
stripes and finding ouf how long they
have been over here. One must b,
above all, tactful. Tor cexample, never
inquire: “When did you get over here
—last winter?’ I’ut ii this way: “Say
guy, do you remember when we used o
get packuages from home?™ In that
way, you will make the poor bird feel
like a real old-iimer.

. T.E.~—No, never lend your gas mask
to your captain. If he forgot to Lringe
one up, he's S.0.L., and etiguette
doesn't require that you smother on ac-
count of his thoughtlessness,  Besides,
the backbone of the Army? Save the
backbone!

G.—If your shoes are so muddy that
you can’'t make 'era click when you come
to attention, just go through the c¢liclk
ing motions and look surprised when
you don’t hear the sound. It always
works.

“YES, THERE ISREST”

A Few New Verses
Air: **Yes, There Is Rest!”
Of all the animals alive
I'd rather be the bear;
He geots a full meal once a year,
And never cutfs his hair— (I tell you).

Chorus: Yes, there is rest, res, there
is rest; -
In the Infantree—
Tn t]ie :‘mfantree——YOU SAID
T!
Yes, there is rest,
Yes, there is rest,
In the Infantree there is rest,
SWEET REST!
Of all the fish that swim the lakes
I'd rather be the pike;
They have no bathing problem and

They drink whene'er they like— (T tell [

.. you).

Of all the barnyard fowls I know,

The rooster is the best;

He blows his own sweet reveille,

Then goes back to his nest— (T tell yon).

The General has his motor car,

The Colonel has his horse;

Whenever they see doughboys hike,

It fills them with remorse (?)—(I tell
you).

The First Toot wears his silver bars,

The Second Tool's are gold;

But when the Skipper comes around,

They do just as they're told—(I teld
you).

The Sergeant can report you for

A gun all caked with rust;

Itut if his own gun's dirty, why,

The Sergeant will be bust— (I tell you).

SIZING HIM UP

The “dis-ornamenting” of non-coms
by removing the chevrons from the lef:
arm has been accomplished with no seri-
ous complications, but not without caus-
ing some slight consternation in certain
nuarters. -

-On one occasion an old time Army
sergeant who had finally arrived her
after languishing in the Siates all win
or and spring was seen intently ob
serving a scergeant recenily bereft o
half” his stripes.  Finally, he approached
the latter,

“Say,” he demanded, “what the devi!
kind of a soldier are you? You're o
non-com on one side and a buck private
on the other, but by the looks of tha-
“ap you've goi on, 1 should say you'n
<ome kind of a sailor.”
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