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READY FOR OUR NEW P.G. ENCLOSURES

ENGINEERS (RY.)
FIND THEIR GAME

REAL BIT OF WAR
Double-Stripe Men Found

Out What Excitement
Was Long Ago

BIG TIME IN MARCH DRIVE
Casey Joneses Saw Huns Coining

Over the Hill as Last Narrow
Gauge Pulled Out

To the Editor of Tim Si ans and Stiiii?lm:
I was glad to note that the lad who

panned the Engineers about not doing
much worthy of notice up to date ex-
empted the Engineers who are attached
to the B.E.F. We have been busy. Damn
busy. So busy, in fact, that we have
not had lime to keep up our end of copy
for THE STAItS AND STRIPES.

Nine regiments of us cleared the three
mile limit out of New York harbor the
28th of last. July and will lie entitled to
our two service stripes on that day. We
wore the railroad unit, that was brought,
to France to operate tho military rail-
roads. Wo are all volunteers and are
proud of it. We are attached to tho
British anil French.

My particular regiment lias boon at
the front behind the British lino since
August 18 last. While wo are volunteers,
wo oro-being brought up to the new-
war footing by the addition of drafted
men. Wc Tire glad to see them, for we
are all out after the same end. Those
who have already arrived have been
made to feel at home the day they came.

We can't resist the temptation to "old
head? them a little, however. They
want to know all about, what we have
been doing- anyway, so it doesn?t make
any difference.

Henson in He I?rond
We are, proud of onr Hallway Mngl-

ncering regiments. I believe Dial, we
have reason to be.

_

Four of onr regi-
ments marched through I.ondon last
August and were reviewed by the King
and Queen. We wire the first foreign
troops to march through I.ondon since
William the Conqueror made his tri-
umphal entry several centuries back.
What General Pershing's im-n were to
the French in Paris, wc were to the
Fnglish in I.ondon?the visible sign of
America?s intention to put her shoulder
to the wheel.

August TS found ns at. the front near
Rolscl. Here, under constant, observa-
tion from German balloons and air-
planes, my regiment built a complete
little system of narrow gauge railways.
The broad gauge dared go no further
than Roisol, and so our little road took
up its work here, winding in and out.
among apple orchards, under rock cliffs
?anywhere where it could find an es-
cape from the peering eyes of the Ger-
mans.

Wc were always in shell range, es-
pecially near tlio batteries to which wo
hauled ammunition. On several occa-
sions our train crews have been unable
to carry their six inch and nine-point-
twos to their destination and have had
to wait until the Hoche slopped shelling
the position.

For over a month previous to Novem-
ber 20, Company A and a number of de-
tached men worked day and night haul-
ingammunition to the Hrilish batteries
in front of Camhrai for the great drive
which opened on that dale. So close did
they work to the German linos Ilia! they
were unable to use a tlashlight or even
a match to give signals, on account of
the accuracy of the German snipers.

Defensive Too Tame for Him
During Hie drive. several (if I lie crows

found themselves between tlio lire of Uio
Boche and tlio larger Kims of liic British
In the roar <;f llic lighter amis to which
they were carrying ammunition. In the
counter altacl;. our men grabbed their
guns and fought with (ho Tommies.

Old ?Dad? Harper, an engineer on
one of the little locomotives, found de-
fensive fighting too tame for him and
made his way up to ih.e first, line. "Dad"
la an old ?possum hunter and 'lowed
that he could get. a collide of "ilieni
Dutch? as easily as he could a four-
flushing 'possum. ?Dad? ought to have
had a medal for that. hit. of work. Ho
has--gray hair.

.For our services at. Camhrai, General
Eyng sent our colonel a fine letter of
commendation and thanks. How in tlio
world the boys came through there
without-any fatalities, I don?t, know, for
their barracks were right, in the middle
of the barrage the Germans put up on
their counter attack. Wo have lost very
few men and those have been. through
natural causes with one exception?an
.unavoidable accident.

Railroading under such conditions is
not like it is on the American broad
gauge roads either at home or here in
France. Tlio firemen back homo used to
kick because they were not allowed to
make smoko, but smokeless firing cer-
tainly comes in handy over here.

The Bay of the Big Stuff
\u25a0 We never realized just how close we
\u25a0were to the Gormans until the drive
started on March 21 of this year. All
last winter we slppt through tho con-
stant roar of the British guns a mile or
two from us or the Hun?s further away.
Many times our little railway lines
would be; illumined by Ithe flares from
the trenches. But, like anything else, we

TO AID COMMANDERS
An officer Ik to be designated in

each regiment and company- to
handle all administrative duties
under the supervision of the regi-
mental' and company commander,
according to a new G.H.Q. bulletin.

Tile intent of the order is to re-
lievo the commander of administra-
tive details in order that he may
/?exert his full mental and physi-
cal capabilities towards the tacti-
cal command and training of his
unit."

The announcement is made owing
to the fact that some regimental
and company commanders have
been permitting their administrative
functions, that is, supply and office
work, to absorb the greater part of
their time and attention, sometimes
to the detriment of duties relating
to operation and training.

got. used to It. We never will forget that
day when the Big Stuff started. We were
attached to the British Fifth Army
which had to retreat.

Talk about fight! Those Jocks and
Tommies fought like hell. Our men hung
at Itoisel hauling ammunition to the
British batteries unlit the arlillery had
all pulled out. The Yanks could see the
Gormans coming over the hill as the last
little train pulled out. The British were
outnumbered and had to hack up. Our
job was to get our little trains back to
Amiens so (bat the Germans would nol
capture them.

For 72 hours wo worked without sleep
and scarcely took lime, for our meals.
We came into Amiens in overalls, many
of us, just as we left our little toy
trains. Footsore, hungry and almost
dead from lack of sleep, we ale our first
real meal at f.lio various hotels in Amiens
and then spent two or throe days sleep-
ing in the feather beds which have made
Franco famous. We had done the work
which our C.O. had laid out for us and
had earned our rest.

Hack on the Broad Gunge
For this work Iwo of our officershave

boon awarded Military Crosses by the
H.F.F. and three of our engineers and
conductors Military Medals.

We tire hack in the zone of the broad
fif,;ige now doing const ruction work.
Fritz has our toy railroad, which is so
esseiliial to getting supplies and troops
to tlw front. We hope' that we will gel
back I'ti operating again. Most of us are
brolbei'iiimd operating men and are not
exactly in love with "gaudy-dancing,?
as we call section band work.

We have ?lived and had onr being?
with the Hrilish so long that wo feel
almost like Unions. We have been with
Tommie. Canuck, Aussie, Anzac, South
African and Jock for nearly a year now
and know litem pretty well.

Tommie is a much misunderstood
human by the Yanks. lie is quiet and
does not respond as quickly to your ad-
vances as the others. It?s bis nailin'. He
can?t lielji it- He?s a good ping when yon
get to know him and it?ll do you good
to hear him sing.

Canuck is like your half brother. Yon
always feel at home with him.

Aussie is a type by himself. They are
all volunteers. They tire fierce lighters
in the line or out and yet they are good
scouts. They like the Yanks and yon
lake to them instinctively. Hotter look
out or tliey?ll ont-bull you every lime,
which would be a calamity for a real
Yank.

After Your Own Heart
Anzac, the lad from New Zealand, is

very much like yourself. Yon won?t see
him much because there are not. many
of him over here. The same thing applies
to the South Africans, who resemble
the Americans in many ways.

Hut. Jock! There?s a lad after your
wn heart. He is just an irresisliVde boy.

You don?t feel like smiling when yon see
him in kilts ?that is, after you know
him.

The CJertnans smiled when the Ulrich
Watch came over the top the first lime.
They thought Kngland had rim out of
men rind was sending the women against
them. They call them "The Ladies
From Kell" now. They fear .lock?s cold
steel.

Jock isahou! the best natured pal you
can find, and he won't try to out-bull
you. as Aussie will. When lie talks, you
think a machine gun is working. Tf
any of the Americans with the British
find themselves with the Camerons, the
Gordons, the Black "Watch or the King?s
Own Scotch Borderers, they are among
the cream of the finest fighters of the
world.

That. Yankee Band
In closing, let mo say that, after all,

there is none like the Yanks. We have
met and mingled with all the British
and wo like them all. But it was left
io last Sunday night, for us to be given
the greatest treat, during the entire
lime we have been in Prance when tho
sure enough American band of the
Engineers came over from a nearby
town and gave us a concert.

Oh. boy; Those campaign hats and
that real American slang. We forgot the
British lingo that, we have become ac-
customed to use and reverted to the
good old T.J.S. way of talking. al-
most felt, like falling on someone?s neck.
A sort of long-lostfljrothcr stuff, you
know.

And that hand! When that jazz music
started, we tried to look unconscious,
but it was only for a minute, and then
wo paired off and, in hob-nailed shoes
on a rough sod, danced our fool selves
tired for the first time since we left
the banks of tbc old Mississippi last
July.

There is none like your own folks
after all!

E. P. Bkadsthket, Jn?
?Engrs., Ry., A.E.F.

BASE PORT MEETING
A FAMILY REUNION

Talk of Coincidences Leads
to One That Beats

Them All ?

A group of chance-met, fairly casual
ofllcers of the Army and Navy \u25a0were
gathered on the shaded terrace of a
caf6 in one of the base ports the other
evening. One of them was telling how
he hud recognized in one of the guards
out at camp that afternoon the boy who
used to deliver the groceries at his
house back'in a town in Indiana.

"There never was such a place as the
A.E.F. for reunions," a second lieu-
tenant observed. "You got into one of
these French trains and find you are
sharing the compartment with the boy
who used to play next you in the line
at college. I have seen more old friends
in the past month than I ever would
have seen in the same time in Utica. I
know one lieutenant who was a pretty
good lawyer in New York City and yes-
terday he found himself reporting for
duty to the clerk from his own office
in Nassau Street."

?I shouldn?t be at all surprised,? a
young ensign chimed in, "if I were to
run into a wandering brother of mine
over here. I am not sure I should know
him if I did. I was only a kid when he
left home. I'll have to look him up in
that big index up near Tours where
they have you all catalogued like books
in a public library. He enlisted in the
Army about 12 years ago, and as far as
I know he is still alive. The family
hasn't seen him since nor heard from
him' except at great intervals. I'd son
of like to see the old rough-neck.? ? \u25a0

Captain Grows Interested
As the ensign was telling his tale, a

captain on the edge of the group paused
with his glass in mid-air and listened.
At the end. he put his glass down and
drew his chair a little nearer.

"And what, town might you hall from,
stranger?? lie asked casually.

Tli<! ensign (old him.
"1 used to know people in that neck

of the woods,? the captain said. ?May
I ask your name??

The ensign told him. whereat the cap-
tain roared with laughter as if that
name were the greatest joke he had ever
heard.

??Well, 'i?ll be damned,? he said.
"Talk about reunions. Shake hands?

brother."
In another moment they had compared

enough notes to establish their rela-
tionship beyond all shadow of doubt.
The other officers wore all for hearing
then and there the wandering one?s talc
of his adventures, but the captain and
the ensign rose logo!her and together
they departed into the gathering twi-
light.

It was noon of the following day be-
fore the captain reported at camp. He
was thereafter confined to camp for a
period of ten days. It is'not known
what befell the ensign.

SPECIAL SERVICE FOR AMERICANS.
?Rodin's Photographer.?

POR TRAITS GRA VURES
American Style

PIERRE CHOUMOFF
0 Faubourg St. Jac itcs Ohscrvaloire.

Tulr Mrl.ro to St. Jacques or Vuvla.Nor<l-Su«l, Montparnasse.

To American
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FCR MILITARY WORK THE BEST BOO?
Faulkner & Son make nothing but the '
and are equipping thousands of British Ofi
with footwear. Write for descriptive bot
ofBoots, Lcggins, and Spurs, aho Self-ma
ment Apparatus (Registered) if unable to
We accept ail responsibility as to fit*

Pavdkner & Son
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Booksellers & Stationers,
37 AVENUE DE L?OPtßfl, PARIS.

I JUST PUBLISHED
Distinctive signs of Rank and |

Insignia of the Principal Allied Armies %
Post free: 1 franc 20 centimes %

United States Army Regulations, etc;

| FINE COLLECTION OF WAR POSTERS |
L. Gro s, Xmprlmour-Glruit, 36, Jluu du Sender, Paris. Printing Office of the Continental ?Dally Mall/? Lid.

CHARLIE?S CUSTARD
HALTS IN MID-AIR

And Something Happened
to the Movie Works

Just Then
With that ghastly accuracy common

to tho world of the screen the well-
known Mr. Charles Chaplin hurled his
custard pie, and?

Wait a minute: don?t get sore.
Elonest, this ain?t a movie press notice.
As we were saying?

Mr. Chaplin hurled his pie, but tho
pie never reached the victim. Instead,
it stopped in mid-air, which is a peculiar
manner for even Mr. Chaplin?s well-
trained pies to behave in.

And then somebody bellowed "Fire!"
or, more likely, ?Feu!? because this
happened in the S.O.S. of the A.E.F., at
A.P.O. 711.

True enough the movie theater was
afire, the movie machine was on the
kibosh and the movie pic was still
miraculously suspended in mid-air. Natu-
rally, tho fact that Mr. Chaplin was on
the screen is equivalent to saying that
there were a large number of Americans
in the audience, they happening this
time to be from the Engineers, who
are stationed at 711 performing first-aid
stunts to busted locomotives.

The Engineers were patient enough
for a while, but it became apparent that
the civilian lire department was asleep,
or off on a furlough, or visiting his aunt,
or something. Meanwhile, the theater
was burning down and?worst of all?
they never would see whether the cust-
ard ever landed.

So they dug out their canteens, found
some buckets, located a ladder, borrowed
some water, and climbed up on the roof
and put out the blaze. They did It all
in a very few minutes, and just as they
wereclimbing down, along came the civil-
ian fire department demanding why in
the name of a sacred dog, a sacred cow
and one hundred thousand sacred thun-
ders somebody hadn?t notified him about
the fire.

But the Engineers went back inside to
see whether the pic ever landed.

P.S.?It did, right in the smacker.

WHAT TAPS MEAN
One day nearer the next crack at K.P.
One day further away from last pay

day.
Eight hours? rest for the bugler.
About 28 hours? rest for the cook

who?s off tomorrow.
About eight minutes? rest for the

cook who isn?t oE tomorrow.
One more chance for the cooties.
Twenty cents more on a War Risk In-

surance policy.
One day nearer the Kaiser?s funeral.
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WE WERE FIRST
IN THE WAR

and have been
FIRST ever since

Our Managing Director Was in France
FOUR DAYS BEFORE WARWAS DE-
CLARED by Germany. It wasn?t his holi-
day, he left hurriedly to contract for military
supplies becaused our organization sensed
that the war clouds were about to break.

IT IS the business of the
?JUNIOR Army & Navy
Stores to understand

military needs, for the
Company was founded
40 years ago by naval and
military men expressly to
meet the requirements of
naval and military men
and their families. Under
the guidance of keen busi-
ness management and en-
terprise, some of the most
important.supply ?stunts**
of the war stand to our
credit, so that we are justly
proud of the title given to
by a famous Australian
General:?

OUR Managing Direc-
tor has made other
journeys since July

1914, but none so impor-
tant as his recent visit to
the States to study the re-
quirements of Americas
Sons. With him went our
Military Expert, who as
Manager of our Aldershot
branch will doubtless be
known to some of you.

They have visited your
home cantonments in the
States and discussedprob-
lems withhigh administra-
tive authorities in Wash-
ington,and the sure know-
ledge we now possess will
assist us to serve you bet-
ter than anyonein Europe.BRITAIN?S FOREMOST

MILITARY STORE.

Every Soldier is Welcome at the
JUNIOR Army & Navy Stores;
quite apart from business we are pleased to
welcome Americans and will gladly send
our special EQUIPMENT BOOKLETpost free

THESE MESS CASES are being orderedby AMERICANS IN FRANCE
Whatever you need for Active Service we can
supply in reliable quality, at a fair and reasonable
price; Uniforms, Trench Coats, Underwear,
Boots and Camp Kit, from ourown Factdriew
Whatever you :, need,. ,we?ll see you right.

?Headquarters?
Cook?s Case

as shown' Above
Contains the necessary

Cooking Utensils, fitc.* togo
with Mess Case.

A complete kitchen of 34
articles.

£l2. S. O.

OFFICERS?
OFFICERS' MESS BOXES

are in stock as follows Mostpradical andstrong for conveyanceby baggageWagon*; rilledVely
For 2 officers £B. 10. 0 completely for 6 officers. Size 24 XI3X 12 In. '1 A A-

* 3 ?. £9. 15. 0 Weight 40 lbs
* 4 * £11.15.0* 7 \u25a0 £l3. 0.0
* 8 * £l3. 1,5.0
On complete orders for

FI VE mess Cases we allow
a~ special discount of So/o.

THIS CASE CONTAINS-
G Enamel PlM.cn
0 ,» Soup I'J.itcJ
G ~ CupH nr.d Sauvctt
6 TmuMov*
1 ? Mutter .I.if
1 Prewrvo Jut
2 ProvL-dou Boxes
1 Strong Tcik KcltJe

2 Cauliters foe -Ten. and
Sugar

1 Mincing Machine
.» Metal Saucepans
X KMur Canister
2 Fire stnnd*
5 Stoneware Condiments
6 JCniv?!*, Forks. Spoons

and Tea Spoons.

.1 Cook?s IJiill?e, did
2 -pSy?ng Pint*
%' Gridiron *

1 Tla*opener
1 C6rk?croK ?

?1 Condiment Spoon
2 Oiasscloths, Bwnb!*] no*1' Wicker Cutlerjf Twy'

TOMTQRfeSafrafe©I anavy - stores
U M lTED

15 REGENT STREET, LONDON, s.w.i.
in Piccadilly Circus?the Center of London

and 17 & 19 UNION ST? ALDERSHOT, etc.
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