
WEEK ON TRANSPORT
JUST LIKE OLD DAYS

Corporal Bill Wins Prize
by Telling All That

Happened

GOBS GROWING FUNNIER

All the Ancient Jokes and Lots of
New Ones Help to Kid

, ' \u25a0 Men in O.D.

On board Uio fj.ti.S. (?),
2511) June, I?JlSs.

Dear Friend Karl, ?11 is now a week
since ;?I first sel loot on one of Uncle
Sam?s transports, so 1 thought I?d use
up some of my lime writing you a letter
and telling you what a time I am hav-
ing.

When wc started out for the*transport
wo found, out how considerate the (Jen.
was for us. While wc were in camp we
wore (tmiraiitined, so he had us leave
when It was dark so that wc wouldn?t
see l.lio town and-feel sore because we
wasn't- allowed in it. It also saved us
from sunburn and being sunstruek, this
night march did.
' .Before we were put on the transport

wo were put on an excursion boat (of
course we were crowded, but that stopped
a lot of follows from seeing anything,
which' prevented home-sickness) and
given an hour ride in the harbor.

.When wo finally arrived at the trans-
port everyone wauled to be first on
hoard.

Well, niy company was lirst, and wo
were all glad, but 1 knew there was
some catch in in or else we would not
have been lirst.

There was, just as I thought. The lirst
company on.had" to go down furthest in
the ship, and that?s why we were lirst, I
guess.

Wheu we saw it we got sore, but I?m
sure we did. not say anything we could
be court-martialed, for. '

Didn?t Like Chambermaid
There was"an ensign or. admiral or

something detailed to our sleeping quar-
ters to allow us where we were to sleep
and to act as chambermaid.. But we
didn't like tho way he acted, so we dis-
missed him when we knew where our
bunks were.

Tho man who ..built our bunks sure
didn't want us to be lonesome at night
when the lights went out,- because be
niade sure to put, us close together.
Why, be built them so close that if i
stretch my legs, I've got to make excuses
to two fellows who claim that .1 try to
push them out of bed.

1 have'a lop hunk, and the lirst thing
that siruck me when 1 got into it was
an artistically white painted solid'iron
beam. 1 bit it with my thinker, and
every time I put my Stetson on J. re-
member llie beam. Of course, the lump
on my head will soon go away, I know
for a fact. Why, it is only half as large
as it was one week ago.

They are afraid of the ship gelling
rilled with water, so they left die springs
oui of our bunks.

We aren't allowed to smoke, but every
cot has.its pipe. That was a joke, didja
laugh?

it, is a tough job to go to sleep here,
and the (.Jen. knows it, so he has us
\u25a0start a half hour before sunset so that
we are asleep by -I a.m., when he wakes
us up.

Just Water and Sk>
Anyhow, the boys ore a!! happy, and

every night when Hie lights out out,

about eight, harmony quartets sing us
to sleep.

The lirst day out'we amused ourselves
by watching the ships and the changing
color of the water, hut on the second
day-we only had the water and sky to
look at, which was tiresome.

Oji the third day the Gormans did
their best to shirt something with their
sabs, but our gunners were rather cruel
to us, because they sank one before we
all saw it, and scared the rest of them
away.

Ifvery day we have some music handed
ta us by Hie band, because tbe authori-
ties believe that it lakes wine, woman
and song to make a soldier happy. Re-
alizing litis, they gave us everything but
the wine and woman.

We also had church service, and it was
well attended by those who wanted to bq
there, those who had nowhere else to
go, and those who were caught in the
crowd.

We are drilled every meal lime. We
gel. two a day. and eat litem on the
double so that we will know bow to do
it when we start for Berlin, and thou
we won?t have to stop for meals.

I miss the candy most, and every day
there is a regular subway crowd near
the canteen trying to get the much de-
sired sweets.

Decks, Decks and Then Decks
Jivory day wc have a few minutes in

which to see how fast wo can run up the
stairs so that we can get on deck if a
sub presents us without honesl-10-good-
ness torpedo and gives us a bath.

There are more decks on this ship than
there are articles of war for us to obey.

A follow said that We must get our
water ou the well deck, so I tried, and
think he was kidding, because 1 couldn?t
iind any wells or faucets either.-There is
another deck they call the bout deck, but
it?s the same as any other one, and
hasn't even a canoe on it.

Tlie forecast U; don?t look like a castle
either, and don?t leave anyone tell yon
it does, ?cause 1 know diiVcronl.

1 thought they sent messages by crows
like wo do pigeons, because a follow said
he was going to the crow's nest. Hut it
is only a big box- on the end of a pole
where aTeliow sits and watches for land,
(lee, they have some funny names for
things, don't tlieyV

i 'heard some sailors say the gun watch
was broke, so 1. didn?t want to see a sub
come and not get touched, so I told a
fellow I know who tan iix watches. \u25a0 He
went up and wanted to iix it, but?they
wouldn?t let him. They said it would
he all right~whea they got paid. Then
they laughed at me. Some people are
never grateful.

Saw some Hying lish today, and heard
that they build their nests on the rollers
and feed on the crust of the waves. I
didn?t see any nests, so I ain?t sure yet.

I was looking for some seaweed fields,
but a sailor said they spoiled them all
when they built the steamer lanes for
those here boats.
I am gelling tired of seeing nothing

but ocean and sky. It must be easy to
rtfif a transport. All we have done?since
wo left was follow the fellow in front
of us.

I was told our company must eat in
20 minutes, so I will close now because
the captain will get sore if I don?t eat
when ho says L should. I will write
more some day soon. So long.

; Yours truly, '

? Bill (Corp;.V.
P S.?If you ever Join? the Army, join

THE STARS AND STRIPES, FRIDAY, JULY 26, 1918

ONE OF OUR OWN HEA VIES

as an officer, because they don?t have to
leave the boat until iast, and it sure is
tough to be the first to got wot.

The. chaplain of Infantry who sent in
the above letter wrote as follows: ?Per-
mit mo to submit theprizc-winning let-
ter which took first place in a large field*
.of contestants while our ; organization
was crossing the Atlantic. Six money
prizes, contributed from the chaplain?s
fund, were given after the unanimous
decision of jthree judges, a brigadier gen-
eral, a British captain, and a naval en-
sign. The theme given by the chaplain
for the men to write upon was. ?One
Week on an Army .Transport,? and no
less than'soo words could be written nor
more than 1,000. ?Human interest? was
the only point of excellence to decide as
to who the winners "wore. The whole
contest served to relieve the monotony of
a sea voyage, and the judgesstocked up
with laughs to last them for the entire
campaign.??Editor. .

A.E.F. FACES IN FUTURE
(.1 few Utile scenes after the \u25a0\u25a0

tear, haclc home.)
"Mr. Smith, this is . Mr. Blauken-

eaiiqi.?
?Glad to know you.?
"Glad to know y Say! Your name

is - awfully familiar. Didn?t you serve
wil.li.tho Marines over at ??

"Why, yes!"
?And didn?t you once lend mo a light

when 1 was all out of briquet juice and
happened to be going by your diggings"
with an unlit pipe in my face??

?Seems to me I do remember a mutt
with a phiz like yours, straying up in
our neck of the woods one morning look-
ing like a lost soul; yes, I .remember
swapping addresses- with him after
lighting his stove for him. So you?re
it. are yon?? .

\u25a0 ?I am that?shake!?
?Shako!?

? ? ?

"Mr. Brown, here?s a man I?d like to
have you meet?Mr. I?assbuck.?

"llm?Mr. Bassbupck, glad t? know
yn ! he's see?I?assbuck, Fasshuck?
Name's- awfully familiar. Weren?t you
down iit Jonesnispus in the spring of
11>30V?

?YeS.?
"And weren?t yon third assistant, dep-

uty quartermaster down there??
"Yes; wliy? Were you there,-too??
?For ay,?bile.

'

And I also .remember
some conversation with a young lieu-
tenant who was trying to palm oh a
lon of condemned hardtack on my poor
overworked and catless outfit.?

?Ho didn't know it was condemned
at flic time, sir; honestly, he didn?t!?

"I remember I told that young squirt
\u25a0to go to hell.?

?Yon did, sir, 'and with all the varia-
tions.- But he hasn?t gone yet!?

?So 1 see. Well, lot?s forget it. What
is it you wfmt to sell me now??

* «

?Say, excuse me for butting in, but
I?ve seen you some place before.?

'Where? In France?"
?Sure, that?s just what it was."
?You wove doing M.P. work up at

Heanvillo just before the push,-weren?t
you??

?All of (hat??
\u25a0 "Yes. all of that. And you didu?t like
iho way I had my ornament pinned- on
10 my overseas, and you said something
about it, and I asked you where in the
name of time you got that stuff, and
we had quite a talk. Don?t you remem-
ber me???

"Xopo, old-timer; sorry to say I don?t.
1 pulled in so many guys up there 1
couldn?t possibly remember ?em all. So
you'were one of ?em, oh?'r

?Y'ouse 1 Got anything to say now
about the way I?ve got my derby on?"

? *

?Hollo, there, old scout! You don?l
get mo at all, do you? Don?t you re-
member slipping nio a swig out of your
canteen up at 8100-bloo one awful hot
day in the .Tune of H)lS???

??Scents to me there wtts a guy some-
what like? you up there, at that. f
thought there was something about you
I recognized.?

?We had (o move on so darn quick
1 didn't get your name or even have a
chance to say thanks, or a thing. But
I nhvtiys swore that if I met that bird
back in tbo States, I?d pity him back in
something boiler than plain can. Will
yon step inside???

?Thanks; I don?t mind if i do!?

ONE FOR THE CRITIC
In a certain.?.French city they still tell

the yarn about a veteran major of the
Medical llcscrve who, in the summer of
1017, during his-first months of service
in France;, ardently devoted considerable
of bis lime to his newly-found French
acquaintances and their. tastes for art.

In a Burgundy museum the major was
being escorted by a coterie of native
military oflicers and his daughter, a civ-
ilian in the service. The daughter had
accumulated the elementary lingo neces-
sary to conversation. The lather wished
to express his admiration for a famous
replica in has-relief. He turned to the
young woman and whispered:

"What shall I say to show I. think it?s
pretty V?

And' the daughter whispered some-
thing Hurriedly into ids car. With so?me-
thiiig of a well-ordered expression of
profound Joy, the American odiccr
beamed on his French host, and then,
thrusting both arms at the work on the
wall, cried :

"Ah. pom me do terre, pomme de
/cm;.?

SURE TO OPEN. UP ON HIM

"Thin:. Walk across that field with
you?; I should say not!

Fat: WhassaniatiorV Ain?t I lit com-
pany V

Thin: Yes. hut that Hun sausage will
lake you for a whole platoon.

"Say. cook, got anything to eatV"
"Well, I wouldn't'go so far as to-say

wo had-anythlng to eat, but we can give
you ajcUCtil of sluin?.? f

AIRPLANE INSIGNIA
MORE LIKE ALLIES?

American Machines Not
to Carry Stars?Ger-

mans Copy Circle

The star on a bulls-cyc background of
red, white and blue origin:!Unadopted
as tho official marking for
plancs, has been abimtfCyiyd.
bulis-eyo with a red ortffiijWrr flh;,*a blue
inner circle and a white c(/iit,cr-Tjbiv .is
the. official insignia. The: star, it -was!
found, might be mistaken iffi'.n. cross,
the German marking, at a high altitiuies
or whop seen \u25a0at an angle by anoi:n<s-
-

The adoption of the-now'design makes
tho -American insignia, uniform with
that of our allies. All Allied aircraft
bear circular markings containing their
nationa'l colors, and when an A.E.F.
soldier sees an airplane with a circular
marking he will be safe in assuming
that it is a friendly craft?unless the
circle is solid black;.

If it is solid black, the machine is
German. The IJoche -is trying deceit
again, and is painting some of his ma-
chines jvith a black circle. This is not
so conspicuous as the cross. At a dis-
place it takes a keen eye to. distinguish
tho color of the circle, aiid if an inquis-
itive Allied airman approaches to got
a closer look, the Bocho has time to liy
hack to the safety? of his own lines.

The designs which will become most
familiar to tho Americans will be
various arrangements of red, u;hUo and
blue, the national colors of England,
France and tbe United States. The
French markings are,' from the outside
in. rod, white and blue, and the British
blue, red and while.

The Belgian and Italian markings are
made up of (ho national colors of tho
two nations. The Italian is of a rod,
while and green, and tho Belgian
black, white and yellow.

MILITARY BAND
INSTRUMENTS

Over 500 Military Bands of the U. S. A.
and Allied Armies recently equipped.

BESSON & CO., L TD

198 Euston Road, LONDON, England
Telephone No.; Central 0.377

FUEL ALLOWANCES
LAID DOWN BY G.H.Q.

Wood to Be Used Where
Practical to Save

Coal and Coke

\u25a0There?ll be !i hot Time in'the old town,
hut not too hot. O.H.Q. soys please not.
"The utmost necessity exists for econ-
omy in the use of fuel, nml nil coni-
niandinir oilieers will be held striclly ac-
countable for conserving the surlily. 1?

\u25a0 Further than that, wood is to lie used
whore practicable in iireferenee to coal
or coke.

Here are the authorized allowances:
Tor troops not. in trendies;
Summer period (April 1 to October 1)

Coal.:.Hi lb. per mini pur dny, Olt
"Wood : .?ill), per man per day.

Wilder period (October 1 to April 1)
(leal : IJAIb.l JAlb. put man per day AND
Wood : li?/jlb: per man per day

Please noie that OK and AND.
There?s a dill?erence.

For men in the trendies the allow-
ances are as follows:

Summer period?
Coke: 211). per man per day AND
.Charcoal: 3X>lb. per man per day.

Winter period?
Coke: 311). per man per day AND

Charcoal: 111), per man per day
All these issues are lo be regarded as

covering cooking (including indoor kit-
chen mess ranges and Held ranges) and
warming buildings occupied' as billets,'
for washing, etc., except a few special
places, shell as Iaim dries and baths,
which have their own fuel allowances.

The order also warns against the useJot coke or charcoal in imventilated
'quarters. In such eases they emit a gas

\u25a0 ihal. can do as much damage as the
\u25a0Khdhe?s own. They are to be used only
iii the open and in well ventilated quar-
ters.

GREEN AS THEY MAKE ?EM

Riinkiius; Hasn?t been over hove very
rim;;, has he -;? ' ?

hnnkins: Lon.^V - Why, he doesn't
know'the difference between a Croix de
CJuorro and the Mexican service stripe."

?Say. fetter, where?s the field
kitchen -? - ?

?Over in that wood yonder.?
?Well, whatnot! is a lie?a kitchen

doin? in a wood -?- ?

SOLDIERS
Have yourPortraits taken by

WALERY
9 Ks. Him* do T.o'iurp;ip A Par!*. Trt.s Gut. 50-72.
SPECIAL PRICES TO AMERICANS

Standard-Bearers
of
America!
You have come to the Home o£

n,t «a Ilagoe of T*\e v

. HOTEL
LOTTI

Patronized by
Ann ericans

7 a 11 Rue de Casliglione
(Tuileries)

PARIS

Delicious with lemon, sirops,-
clc., and a perfect combine! io-u \
.with liie light wines of France* !

DRINK
IT

TO-DAY

PARIS, 3G bis Boulevard Haussinann

TTTT

GRANDE MAISON de BLANC
LONDON .PARIS CANNES

No Branch in New York
GENTLEMEN?S DEPARTMENT, HOSIERY,

Ladies? Lingerie
LOUVET BROS., Props. 0. BOYER, Manager

-V

THERE?S NO CAN
TO OUR TAIL

The JUNIOR Army & Navy Stores
is the ONLY Military Store
in Britain where Membership
Tickets are not required.

The membership system for dealing with a
Store is one of those antiquated English
schemes that are laughed at in America.
The idea is to keep the Store ?exclusive,? by
only supplying people who subscribed annually
for a ticket, the number of which has to be

quoted before goods are bought.

flf AMERICANS are
welcome to walk into

the JUNIOR Army &
Navy Stores as if they
owned it. We have NO
tickets in any shape or form.
We. can?t talk your ?dia-
lect,? but we subscribe to
the Saturday Evening Post,
run a fleet of Ford De-
livery Vans, and know that
?Omar Omar spells Aro-
ma.?

quirements because our
Managing Director and
our Military Expert have
recently returned from
America after studying the
subject at New York,
WJI # VWashington and right in
the Cantonments,

Uf ONE OF OUR re-
presentatives is in New

York this very minute and
we are all out to serve the
great Army of America as
conscientiously as we supply
the Armies of the other
English Speaking Peoples.

f BETTER even than
that, we understand

American Military Re-

Let us talk our
\MILITARY BOOTS

rp! 6iraifciT.-isSi

Our own factory has no time for anything but: Military
Footwear and with the special. facilities our leather
experts possess for obtaining selected leather we can
guarantee ? Junior?, boots to give satisfaction. . While
great emphasis is laid on Strength, Wcightand. Resisting
Power we employ only the best craftsmen so that the
interior workmanship is as perfect and; comfortable as a

Slipper.

~r .?I f
S£}. 7W
XV? f ; '.H

?/ £

FIELD BOOTS
Hand Made Regulation: Models

t r ' *< l?l

The four popular patterns?Norwegian Ski Front (as illustrated).
Nine Hole, Lace to Top and Three'Buckle Top?hand made
throughout in selected Nugo Greased'Calf with DRI-PED Soles
Absolutely waterproof and reliable in wear ... ?? ?»

£7 10 0

?iXYS 1; .e*,.v.V

Regulation SERVICE ".BOOT
of best grain hide with
welted service cap and .
Chrome Waterproof Sole 40lm

Officer?s TAN WILLOW
Hand sewn Polishing Boot _

With or without service cap f)5/\u25a07 iI JiimA 1.1
\u25a0\u25a0» f iIJi

?On Leave" Walking Shoe
Regulation MARCHING BOOT
of host Tan grain Calf wish
Chrome Sole. Waterproof «5//o

in fine Tan Calf with
Service cap. \u25a0 Hand made ?/w
?Lotus" Norwegian Ankle
Boot. Selected stout sole OOl"Regulation SERVICE . BOOT

of rrain psJuco Greased
Calf with Drived \u25a0' sole Regulation REAL PIGSKIN
Hand made throughout bolm Leggings. Perfect lilting O i t%9

EQUIPMENT Booklet Post free
\u25a0./ . :
?>y ? ;i-v; -nriiJL

-JUNIOR,
LIMITED

The First Service Stores |
WITHOUT TICKETS |

15REGENT STREET, LONDON.s.W.i.
in Piccadilly Circus?the Center of London

and 17 & 19 UNION ST., ALDERSHOT,

i-vV!k.

£3'

n

F7M

etc.
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