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’.l‘he first three definite spots in I‘r.mce
to leap mlo the g ory of the h&dlines in
bacl\-home newspapers as the habitats of

American fighting troops in the lmo were |.

= Lorraine, Toul and Soissons.

Lorraine was a whole region in uself
and mervely put “somesvhere in France”
in a good-sized corner without trapping
. it.- Toul, though-a. city and therefore a

little more gpecific than a whole slice of |

country, represented a wide stretch ‘of
front and was itself so many kilometers
behind the lines that-its fame as a-com-
_ bat center was somewhat vicarious. .

Soissons was nof’ only a spot. to be in-
dicated by a 'pin ‘on the ‘map, but it was
also very much in the war. Anybody
who lived there between the fivst recoil
of the Germans from ‘the Marne to the
Ai¢nenot quite four years ago.and the
capture of the ¢ity in the end of May of-
can tell you that..

Looking Down on City

Today, American tréops on ihe north-

ern‘end of the line thiat has overrun the
Soissons-Chiteau-Thicrry road can leok
down into the city from the heights that
dominate it. Yesterday—or to be exact,
February &, 1918—a New England (di-
vision ‘mdrched through Soissous to take
its place in-the line.

Soissons owns the unfortunate distine-
tion of having-been an age-long battle
‘ground.

“All ‘Gaul,” wrote: Cao\u' “is-divided
into three pfu'l. " and his oflicial Roman
communiqué wenf. on {o state that the

Belgae inhabitated one of the parts, and,

that Noviodunum was one of the Belgae,
strongholds. Noviodunum was Soissons.
The ]ultor name came from the Sues-
siones, a baitling branch of the Ielgne
who got their name writien very mu(.h
into Caesar's Commentaries.

Saw Roman Downfall in Gaul

Baut it is with Ttoman dowafall rather
than Roman domination that the name
of Soissons is the more closely associated.
For it was near Soissons that, in the
year 486, the great king of the Merovin-

gian Iranks, Clovis, a youth, of 20, ob-, ‘ . .
literated in one fie battle the Jast;dsked the surgeon who was standing be-

trace of Roman usur pation of Gaul—
* that is, France.
(‘10\'1& had the misfortune to be
ather of four sons, among whom his
newly-won . <alm had to be divided. The
kingdom of the IFranks became four king-
doms, and one of the four was the King-
dom of Sois=zons. a broad region bounded
rather hazily by the Seine.‘lhe Oureq
and the lower Rhine. e
-~ Soissons, then, became ecarly @

the

1-name to

We are taking you out
To the land you left in
In the swift release

On a steel shod track,

We are taking.you bac
“7

By the only road that
To the dreams you left

From the bitter test,

We are taking
We are taking

Over the Germun lines—
“We are taking you -home by .tho shortest way,

Where lost lanes wander at_twilight hme,
‘We are bringing you peace

From the grind where the gas dmftx blur;

e arc t'xlung you lhl(.l\ to Iler'"

This is the song Lhat our ouns keep roarmg
Out through the night and rain;
. This is the song with their big shells soarin"
© Over the battered plain—

“We are tukhfg vou home by the on]'v

And the njght wind sahg of a lon"-lo.»t' tra.
We are bringing you rest
- "Through the bloody- Ioam,

From the pits where the great <hollq WH fi Q?

you home,
you home to IMer!”

af this blood and slime
an ancient day,

k, - .

will get ¥
where thet

Baeld

wh.

@,?,"*

'WHEN THE wou

NDED COME IN

/Two soldiers lay side by side in an
evacuation hospital. One was & browned.
red headed doughboy with a broken arm.
The other's head and face were bap-
daged so That oniy lus mouth und chin
were visible. ;

’1ho doughboy raised on his pﬂlow and
surveyed his neighbor.

“Say, what outfit are you out of,
buddy ' he asked. - “Your mug looks
kind of familinr and I've been trying
to nlacee you.” .

“Company I, —Infantry,” said be of
the bandaged head.

“So am I. Who the deuce are you?

“1,” said the other, “am the captain.”

~ -

o

There was a bandage over his eve.
“Anything else the matter with you?

side his sof.

“Well,” he drawled, “I got hit up
there near the cye, but that ain’t much.”

“Yes,” persisted the surgeon, “bhut
did vou get hit anywhere else?”

Then he admitied that, come to think
of it, he had a broken arm, & broken leg,
and a bullet in his side.

Ile was smiling. but pale, when ‘they
wheeled him in--— 1 Mack haired youth of

conjure with. It was n.muul that,
when the last half of the- 12th and
first half of the 13th, centuries saw

cathedral after cathedral towering intc
arduously wrought and magnificent
ing in city after city; saw rise the groius
and buttresses and spires of Rheimg,
Chartres, -Langres, Bourges, and-of Our
Lady of Paris itself—it was natural that
. Soissons should be among them. _

Nobles Repair to Soissons

It was to Soissons that, in 10616, the
rebellious nobles repaired  during  the
-bitter quarrel between themm and the

" government during the regency of Marie
de Medicis. ILouis XIIL was King, but
as he was only 135, he was not supposed
to count. The nobles were proclaimed:
gailly of high treason, Koissous was be-;
sieged, and ihe downfall of the nobles
seemed imminent wherr Coneini, coun-
sellor of the . queen-niother and regent,
was slain virtually at the young king's;
bu](hn" The nobles thereupon sped bacek |
to Paris, thinking that their power had.
refurned to them. They were mistaken, I
but that’is a story which has nothing lo

ONS. -

In 1789 Soissons became a fortified
city, Torming a part of the Tie de France.

- It was still a fortitied (:ir,\' wihen, on
September 11, 1870, the 131th corps, of |
the German army stood bofoxe it hld
demanded its surrcender.

“I will bury myself unwer the city
walls rather than sarrender,” replied.
Commandant de Noué. And the inhabi-
tants, who had heard from their fathers |
and grandfathers the story of the three;
~dhours’ pillage of the city in 181t at the
hands of a foreign enemy, backed up the

commander in favoring resistance,.feeble woeks.” oo .

though the garrison was
Siege Lasts 37 Days

A methodieal Prassian siege hegan.
The Soissonals were counting on the ar-

rival of Bazaine, who was getting hllﬂ-:‘

self into a frap at Metz, The cily w
already suffering when the real lmmh.n(. -
ment began 0n,()< tober 12.
heavy guns plowed up its stre
buildings, scettingsa thoeusand fires, and
kept up their deluge of shell for three
days and nights.  The surrender came on
October 16, afler 37 days’ investiture

The Prussians made prisoner in Sois-
sons 99 oflicers and men of the
garrison, captured 128 cannon and made

and;

)

off with a strong box containing 193,000

franes. Soissong, when the peace con-
ference sits :lﬂ.or Lthis war, will have a
litfle grievance of ils own to air..

A city does not have to be large to be
famous, especially when its fame is
spread by an official war report. “It is
a lrl;,lc destiny for a little townswhen

P
be-1three in his side and three in his chest.

i there.

’ i\\'eurin;; Red Cross pajamas and all 1y-

d
\
TForty-five : we.

20—and he was s
enderly transferred him to a cot after
he doetors had counted seven machine
bullet wounds, one in his ankle,

When a Y.M.C.A. man brought writing
paper through the ward he took a picce
and asked for a pencil. An attendant
found him dead half an hour later with
thix beginning of a lolter in bis hand:

“Denr Mother:

“We made an attack on the Germans
today and drove, them five miles. I am
in a hospital tonight. I was slightly
wounded in the leg.”

“Oh., I don't know,” said the doctor.
“I haven't been working so hard. [ got
ip at four o'clock Monday morning, I
hnd two hours' sleep Wednesday, 1 had
three hours’ sleep Friday, and Suniday
morning at eight o'clock I went to bed
and had a long rest—eight hours.”

Three wounds in five minutes—each of
them worth a wound slx'l[)e—w s one
Infantryman’s record.

“I pot a machine "gun bullet in the
stomdch." he explained. "It was about
spent when it hii. me.- Fritz was skoot-
ing by indirect fire from long range. It
just went. through the skin and stuck
I squeczed . it out and was just
putting it in 1wy *pocket when I got an-
other in the leg. Lt went right in and-
right out and didn't hit the bone. X
hadn't any more than begun to feel it
when a piece of ~l.r ipnel hit mie in the
same leg.

“They certainly were after me, bui
none of the wounds amounts to-any-
thing. ['ll he back for more in three

When- yon have 20-0dd men, all
cing in the same kind of cots, how are
vou going to tell a ll'ou(.lumm from an
American?

“The Irenchmen have mustd(.lle
haven't,”” explained one Yank,
it isn't always as simple as that.

Iiven the nnrses sometimes get them
mixed, and address a wounded ¢ wuagh-
boy in French in perfectly good faith.:
And every time that happens, the dougzh--
hoy gives himeelf away by trying to talk
I'rench baclk. .

and
but

A boy who lay on his back with a leg
wonnd at least has the satisfaction of
knowing that he received it in action.
1Te just missed getting one ahead of
Mime—if you can say “just missed” of
anybody in this war who doesn't get
hit.

The Boche was h-\'mw to «<hell a b.\t—l

it wins the glory of being ciled in the
communiqués, especially when, caught
in the heart of battle it finds the right |
to its possession disputed by two adver-
saries; yesterday it was only a little
town without a name; today the w hole
universe knows it. BuL it no longer
eoxists.” -

Population Only 10,000

This is not quite true, perhaps, of
Soissons. It is not large--its popula-

tion. not counting the garrison. is.a little
more than 10.000—but it is perhaps too
big to be wiped quite off the carth even
in such a town-blasting war ax the
present. .

No story of Soissons would be com-
plete without, some munllon of tho Sois-
sons bean.

Boston baked beans owe_.lho.u' fame
to the way they are cooked, but the
clory of lhe Soissons bean is more pecu-
liarly loca It is grown nowhefe clse,
either in - 1'-1"1m_c or the rest of the
world. It is large, something like our
own lima, and its suceulent peculiarity
is that, though large, it is still tender
and can be cooked after a minimum of
soaking.

If you fuil to order at’ least one ros-
bif aux soisgons before you leuve Erance,
you will have one ihing less to tell
about.

‘

Birthplace of Gallic Chiefs

. they may save it. Anyhow, I've always
. Soissons was the birthplace of the [wondered if a fellow enjoyed a smoke
Gallie chiefs Diviae and Galba, who : whenhe couldn’t see the smoke and I've

caused Caesar considerable trouble; of i
the Merovingian kings Caribert, Chil-
perie, Gontran, Clotaire 1I and. Sige-
bert, and of Quinquet, inventor of the
smokeless,
that still survilves in the more ancient
and humble French houscholds,

And it is one of tl:e thousand and one
Jronies of war-that Soissons, with its
proud history, should now have become
a spot thai men die for because it is
the junction of three.rail lines and- h-nt
a dozen roads. :

odorless unrefined oil l.unpi

tery but kept dropping thein short. Ini|
' this way a shell hit a house with Ameri- |
Seans in it and wounded some of them.
IThe rest ot out and spent the night
|1n the apen. .-

~ The following night they went out
inio ‘he open before the shelling was
due to begin, Next morning they went
back. They were pretty sure the house
had Leen hit again, beeause they' knew it
had been there and found a few pieces
of brick ‘in the vicinity to prove it

“And right on my blankeis,” said the
boy who lay on’ his back, “was a big
hunk of the shell that did it.”

Three of them had been in one little
room for three days, an American, a
Frenchman and an Italian. Came o Red
Cross man on the afternoon of the third
day.

“Ix there
he asked.

“Yes," replied ihe American, “you
might. get an  interpreter.  Tony and
Jaston and I have been trading tobacco
and showing cach other our girls® pie-
tures and saying ‘oui’ and 'si’ and ‘ves':
for three days now, apnd we've got a lot
to tell each other if you can get some-
body to help us out.”

on

anything T can do for you?

" he siid, *I drew a full house
the first time in action—two eyes and
a nose—high explosive. It may not be
so bad, though. There's one eye left and

found out now. You -enjoy it just the.
»same, but you've got to inhale to find

:oul if you're pipe is lighted.” ~

“Whoosh !” said the man on the cot,
Ior some &ound liKe that, waking up out
lnf his ether sleep minus a2 machine gun
bullet that he had brought to-the hos-
pital with"him. Looking toward the door,
he saw a posh 1l service man on guard.

“NaxS- he l.l(’]l‘lll‘(‘(] “have I landed

till «miling when they |

postal service man was one of a group
who had voluntieered their services wlhen
1 cerfain big_hospital began to be a

rather busy spot on the AL, map not
s0 many days since.

They were not the only non-mediceal
volunieers. An Air Service headguart-
ers was represented by a licutenant and
a3 many delachments of amateur litter
bearess as there wore men at the head-
quarters.: And out of somewhere eame
couple of squads of Engineers,
litter after litter through a maze of
operaling rooms, X-ray rooms, wards
and ‘corridors, and departing. along to-

ward morning, as unobirusively and
mysteriously as they had come. All of

them-—D.S. men, Air Service clerks and

Engineers—did their own work, too,
cevery day, fagged oul but happy.

French c¢an mean
thing from an airplane (0 a moving-pic-
ture machine, but in- our hospitals it
means only the trellis-like arrangement
over-ithe cot of a patient whose arm or
leg has to be held suspended.

A man lay-with™hils left leg en apparceil
and his bare foot sticking up into
space. A 'piec:c ol shrapnel had pierced
his leg.

.Fle kept looking at fhat bare left Loot
loun"ly It was the first time he bad
seen it in 40 days. = :

Apparecil in

There is always in.every hospital the
embarrassed patient-in the center of a
group of idolized wounded from fhe bat-
tlefield.

“IHow @(id you get hurt?” \':15' asked
of a depresyed individual whose lex was
supported just so by the overhead trol-
ley system. .

“I,’ was the disgusted reply, “ran
into a train 200 miles from.the-front.”

There may be room for argument on
the enjoyableness of war, but there i=n’t
any doubt in the mind of I'rivate Nyz.
He approves of this one. and of France
as a place to have it. We'll lef him tell
you why: _

“We trained-at
known as Sahara.

ey OtherWise
There were a miilion

ssoda fountains in town but not” a drop

to drink. If you started to eall on a
cirl with a box of candy under your
arm an M.P. or a policeman overhauled

you and made you open the package to
rrove that you weren't concealing o bot-,

tle of heer. You could walk around that
town for a week agd if~your ifongue
hung out it just hung out, that’s all.
“Well, we came fo 1‘1"111(0 .apd the
first’ (I‘n' here-I got in front of a moving
friack and it put me to sleep. T didn’t

know anything for quite awhile and then

I got to (h'e.unin,t:. I dreamed that some-
one was pouring wine between my lips
and T 'woke up. I woke up to find it
was trae. She, the person with the wine,
was as pretty a little French Red Cross
nurse as 1 ever want to see. They had
laken me to a Freneh hoxpital when I
woent out and that was where I woke up.
They tried to tell me ihat I had been
multering, ‘water, wailer® when
nurse gave me Lthe wine, But I konow
I never said . that.”
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earing “while the Repullicans think it would be

Non-Partisan Plan Liked,

T But Details Are Hard

to Pin Down

SOCIALISTS PLAN- TO  FIGHT

N© Big Divisions in National Prob-
lems ‘Around Which Trouble
Can Be Started

.

[By CanLe 1o TIHE STARSAND STRIPES)”

AMERICA, August 1.—Were it not
for the war, our newspaper press would
have had to fall back on the sea ser-
pent story to provide no\\s during the
past weelk.

Things woent along so smoothly that
nobody could unearth a single sensation
of importance. and all the big news was
news (o which the public has already
become too accustomed to cause coxcite-
ment, such as continued ship launching,

inereased augumentation of America’s
armed forces, steady progress in co-

ordinaling industrial efforts and adjust-
ing labor and financial plobloms.
~ Lacking a real sensation, we tried en-
crgetically to raise some political sea
serpents.  So far the most feeble ser-
pent of all is the political move for non-
partisan Congressional  elections next
autumn; . .
Enthusiasm - for the idea, as purely
an idea, is truly vast, but there is some
little difference as to details. At pres-
ent, the Démocratic idea of the correct
way to eliminate partisanship is for the
Republicans to refire from the race,

a4 much betier idea if the Democrats did
the patriotic retirving. -

Some Coalitions«Certain

The only thing the two parties are

ssionately agreed upon is that the
s Socialists must be beaten, and un-|

|1o¢al coalitions here

any- i

that |

tarmy Lo Europe and the generally

doubtlediy there will be at least some
and there for this
i purpose. . .

Such alitions would assuredly de-
feat Socialist candidates for specific offi-
ces. but the Socialist party is at least
as mueh interested in increasing its vote
as in winning offices, and coalitions may
actually help them to "'nn the former
point.

They show no intention of raking the
defensive as yet and are actually pre-
paring for a stiff fishi despite the faet
that many Soecialist leaders arce under
indictment.

As to national issues, there is <o far
1o. big division on which a fight can be

~

‘made. Doth old parties absolutely agree

on the principles for which. we are at
war and both vie with each other in

decelaring for support of the Govern-
ment. The sucecessful dispateh of a big

ac-
knowledged success in practically all the
directions of our material aclivities,
national and “industrial, have unques-
tionably greatly minimized as a political
fictor any ecampaign fight to be made
on the conduct of the war.
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PARIS HEADQUARTERS AND CLUBRDOMS
Grand Hotel, Place de 'Opéra
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5 Paper Building Inner Temple

Members of Delta Kappa Epsilon
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their names and present milits
addre s well- as any  special
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rooms when in Paris or London.
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any oflice of the American xpress
Co. in Europe.
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WALK-OVER

SHOES

34 Boulevard des Italiens
19-21 Boul. des Capucines

PARIS

All soldiers are wel-
come at the WALK-
OVER Stores, where
they can apply for any
informationandwhere
all possible services of
any kind will be rend-
cred free of charge.

£
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Trade Mark

‘'LYONS, 12 Rue de la République
NAPLES, 215 Via Roma
The WALK-OVER * French Conversation

Book™ and Catalogue will be zeqt gratis

Questions Answered

W.. D.—Engraved cards, announcing
the faet that you have just been made o
“shavetail, are not in order: and, what
is more, they entail an expense which n
n(\\\lv made shavetail, hard put to it to
rescue funds enough f(n' a uniform and
things, is but il fitted to bear. The
A.EI.'s printing plant will do”all the
neegssary announcing for yom, free of
charge, through the medium of zeneral

1ox special ouler ; and your bars will do

the rest.

RT.Q0.—The proper wines to scrve
with an Army dinner are: With the soup
course¢, soup; with the meat course,
coffce; with the dessert, more coffee if
the fank isn't empty. Ifocheimer and
other wines of Germanie parentage
shonld be studiously avoided, as they
might give offense to some of your more
or less pro-Ally guests—which is the
kind of guest you will have to zet plong
with for a good while over here. more
or less.

T.ILHL.—Croquet parties are extremely
restful and soothing afTairs, but should
be staged wilh  diserelion. and never
within seven Kilos of the front line. If
there are any people from I’hiladelphia.
Boston or Bmohl\'n in the group you
purpose to enfertain, it is belter to sub-
«Litnie some other game. as the cight of
the old hoops and mallets would malke
them unbearably homesiclk.

SOLDIERS

- Have your Portraits taken by
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9 his, Rue de T.oudres, b Tl Gt 50.72.
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Preparations

-

French Distributors
BOURDOIS & WEBER
172 Quai de Jemmapes
PARIS
L

If you have any dif-
ficulty in.obtaining
“Vaseline”™ Prepar-
ations, please write
us direct, Orders
will be filled by
mail postpaid.
Nlustrated booklet
,mailc:d !r"r.'c or requcst:
CHESEBROUGH
MFG COMPANY
' (Consolidatcd) -
17 State ‘Street \c-. York

GRANDE MAISON de BLANC

LONDON PARIS CANNES
No Branch in New Yerk

GENTLEMEN’S DEPARTMENT, HOSIERY
Ladies’ Lingerie

LOUVET BROS., Frops. 0. BOYER, Manager
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-JOHN BAILLIE & CO.

1 Rue Auber, PARIS .
(Opposite Ticket Office of Grand Opéra)

The Military Tallors te United States .8fficers

Alf Insignia, Sam Browne Belts, Trench Coats.
Large varicty in stock

UNIFORMS MADE TO ORDER IH 24

. CQ’ ——B E.F., F Y —
Yﬁﬁr Soles sra absz‘l‘xnﬁy '5":5'-'-' ‘

ucuf. C.V.——-B EJ"., France,writes :—
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SOLES AHD HEELS

THIN rubboer plates, with raiced studs, fo bo .
attached on top of ordinary soles and hegls, giving
complete probection fromwear. The rubber ased i is
alx times more durable than leather, -

They impart smoothness to the tread, give grip,
and prevent slipping. I'eet kept dry in Wet weather.,

" Worn by the mn‘?ntv of British Officers fn France.
y ali Dootmakers in Engiand.
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o Purchastn;

.A. lnnd Canadlan
fer Saloor Llcenu.

THE GREAT MILITARY OUTFITTERS

KENSINGTON HIGH ST., LONDON, W.8.

Famous ‘KENBAR’
TRENCH COAT

Thé “Kenbar' is a great favorife
amongst Officers, and can be thor-

ou_:,'hl) relied upon. Guaranteed
absolutely - proof  against  any
weather. Mude from our noted
trebly-proofed  XKINBAR -COLID.
Lined ~ throughout proofed check
‘weollen, and  interiined

oiled fabdric.
tail so necessary for tho
strenucus wear in the
trenches is embodied in
this excellent Coat. The
qollar can. be worn in
four positions’ Tho
siceves “are made with reinforced
elhows, and the skirt is cut full and
fitted with cavairy gusse‘.‘, Thoe
“fanbar’ is the .finest cut and
best tailered Trench Coatl in London
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