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SPEEDY RUNNERS
NORTH OF OURCQ

RACE WITH DEATH
Wearers of Red Brassard

Carry Tidings of Battle
as Hun Goes Back

LIAISON WELL PRESERVED
Men Cross Fire-Swept Areas With

Messages That Mean Defeat
or Victory for Comrades

Thev had been pais together out in
Council BlnlTs?Al Boysen and Billy
Sliupp?and they were together in Com-
pany I, when their regiment sailed from
America last fall. Because they were
young and slim and could run like the
wind, they were chosen as runners, and
as runners they were together on the
greatest day and hour of their lives.

It came in that: historic fortnight of
July, J9IS, for their regiment was one
of those that, waited with fixed bayonets
when the mighty German offensive broke
like the surf against the expectant
Allied line, and .that did not: sit down
to rest till the Marne and the Ourcq
lay behind them.

It was the hour when an important
message hail to he carried from the com-
pany commander to a deep, hidden dug-
out then serving as hatta'liou headquar-
ters. Tlie written message, first read
aloud to both of them, was thrust into
\u25a0Shupp?s outstretched hand, and lie was
up and away like a shot:, racing across
a country all gouged and quivering from
the battle, racing over fields and roads
where shells had been ra.-ing for hours
and still were falling with deadly regu-
larity.

Two Hundred Yards Behind
A minute later?200 yards behind,

perhaps?came Hoyscn, for, Ihns Juan-
aged, that message would have a 'double
chance of getting through. It was Hoy-
seu who delivered it because as lie ran,
lie saw liis friend struck and tossed into
1tic air in a geyser of eftrtb. He him-
self was wounded, painfully wounded in
the leg, but lie was not done for, and
a few seconds later the battalion adju-
tant caught him as lie pitched, weak
and white-faced, into the dngont.

?They?ve killed Slmpp. sir," lie blurt-
ed, ?and ihey?ve wounded me."

Then lie poured out the message, re-
peated it more slowly to lie sure, ami
turned as if to start out again?out
into the storm.

Several hands caught at him. Whore
was lie going?

?Whoro'm I going?? . lie cried, tfie
?Hysterical note mastering his voice.
?Wliere?in I going? I'm going back to
got my buddy."

Then he fainted.
Thut is the -story of two American

runners in llio Second Itntric of the
Marne. It is only one story, and there
are so many. It is chronicled here just
because there are so tunny like it in the
chapter of The Runners.

Go to any one<wlio has lived through
any day or week of that battle where it
was hottest and ask who were its heroes.
Iltt will want to name all the men who
put their shoulder to its tremendous
burden, from the ammunition drivers,
plowing stubbornly on through mad-
dening mill's of mud, knowing and ask-
ing no sleep for ninny days and nights,,
to the battalion commanders, who could
not and would not remember what the
books sa?ld about their plaee being be-
hind tiie lino. Hut if he must single out
one group for tribute, the chances are
he will reluctantly pass the others by
and say : ?The Runners.?

The Runners? Business
The runners are the fleet youngsters

who, ns the battle sways and strains,
keep regiment in touch with battalion,
battalion with company, company with
platoon. To let each unit know how the
others are faring, above all in such right-
ing as the last, weeks have seen, to let
the nervous guns know to what line the
surging Infantrymen have attained, lids
is the business of the runners. The story
of much that, is crushed down under
sueli verbal impedimenta as liaison, re-
connaissance and communications can lie
told in the terms of a brave boy?s legs.

All the line devices of science to
quicken and insure communication col-
lapse in the swift hours of such an ad-
vance as began at the Marne on .Inly IS.
By indefatigable work, the telephone
wires, though shelled again and again
into fragments, can be repaired and
kept intact, between divisional head-,
quarters and regimental. But what of
the mile of quaking countryside from
there on to the front,?

The T.P.S., or ground telegraphy, is
Continued on Page 3

NEW SERVICE RECORD
IF YOURS IS LOST

Inquiry Must First Be
Made at Central

Record Office
If your service record is lost, and if

search at the Contra! Uncords Ofllce,
near Tours, falls to bring it to light,
then you are not called on to look any
further for it?or rather, your C.O.
isn?t called on to. (let a now one.

Service records of soldiers- dropped
from the rolls, according to G.H.Q. Bul-
letin -If), ami assigned to replacement
organizations, are sent to the Central
Records Ofllce. Accordingly, when a sol-
dier reports to an organization minus
his service record, commanders should
apply directly to that office.If' the record Is not there, an appli-
cation for a now one must be made ac-
cording to Paragraph 0 on the first-
sheet of the servlet! record form. This
states that in case a service record is
lost, a report of the fact must he made
to the Adjutant General of the Army,
who will start a new one. It will go
first to the depot where the soldier en-
listed, and then follow his own military
career until if catches up, all command-
ing officers he has had making the ap-
propriate entries.

MUMPS LEADS IN
DISEASES THAT HIT

131,075 IN FRANCE
But Whole Army Loses
Less Than Three Per

Cent of Working Time

DISEASE KILLS ONLY 923

Tuberculosis Scores Low, Trench
Foot Near Bottom, Measles

Almost Last

Tliis was a pretty healthy Army dur-
ing its first year in France. Vp to June
i it might have, with all the people in
it. lost. 02,714,000 days? work through
being sick in hospital or in quarters. Hut
it didn?t come anywhere near that; it
lost only J,-181.000 days through sickness
?or, to lie hanker like and exact, it lost
onlv 2,277 per cent of its working time.

In all. during that first year in
France, the A.K.F. had 121,075 eases of
sickness reported; and out of that num-
ber only 022 died, or less than one per
cent of the sick men, 54.21 i per cent were
returned to - duty, usually with their
original units; 15.55 were ?otherwise
disposed of? ?which means put into
other lines of work, sent for corrective
treatment (as in the case of the flat-foot
school), or discharged.

Of the total time lost by illness, the
A.K.EVs medical authorities can trace
22.4-1 per cent of it to communicable
diseases, such as mumps, measles and
scarlet fever. To respiratory disorders,
such as pneumonia, they can trace 19.20
per cent of the day-wastage.

As for the individual diseases, mumps
?good old cheek-pulling, childhood
haunting inunips?was the worst offen-
der, taking more toll of the A.IC.F.?s
huskies than any otiier malady. Hron-
cliiiis was the second highest, and the
venereal complaints came in a hud third.

Pourtli came the laryngilis-pharyn-
gitis-tonsilitis group: tiftli, lobar pneu-
monia; sixth, measles; seventh, tuber-
culosis' (which, by the way, claimed only
300 out of the total sick) ; eighth, arth-
ritis and synovitis; ninth, rheumatic
fever; and tenth, otitis media, which?-
if you don?t, know, and nobody cat:
blame you for not knowing, for we had
to look it up ourselves--is something
that happens to your ears.

Other Itises in Toil, Too
Going in order, down the list, the

following ailments took their roll, be-
ginning with the eleventh, hernia :

The so-called howel-group (enteritis,
colitis, gastritis); bronchial pneumonia;
scarletina; the "not diagnosed eases?
(their number brings them in at this
point: pleurisy; skin diseases; hemor-
rhoids: Hal foot; valvular distention of
the heart: diphtheria and the diph-
theria carriers: heart, diseases other
than tiie valvular troubles; mental dis-
eases ; scabies.

Thou there follow more names of cotii-

plaint.s?hard names and ran* nanus,
whicli it will do little good to call horo.
Suffice it to say Hint Ircnch-fuot is well
down toward tin* bottom of thn list in
respect to ilia number of men it laid up;
that the German measles is ovon lower
still: and?above all?(hat dysentery,
hane of all arm it's in the field over since
year One. is tin? second from the end.

All of which would seem to prove to
the layman-soldier thai, notwithstanding
llie rigors of that first winter of ours in
Fram-c. notwithstanding the fact that
wo wore new to Hie country and its sev-
eral varieties of climate, notwithstanding
the fact that wo had to mal;o practically
all our own sanitary provisions and
everything, we'were a pretty healthy
and üble-10-be-ahout hunch of citizens.

CANNED LAIT IS FIXER
1 By Caiii.k ToXin-; STARS AND STRIPES i

AMERICA, Aug: S.?lf your G.T-I.Q.
suddenly plead* with you to have some
malted milk, here is the reason. A
malted milk company found with an
improper surplus of Hour .has settled
wllh the Government, food board by do-
nating .$,"0,000 worth of its product to
lbe Army and Navy.

You may also got beans. New York
state's food conservation bureau sob-
bingly announces that 125,000 bushels,
of beans will go where bad beaus go if
you don?t get busy eating them.

Che St3fc|ifSfnp
FRANCE, FRIDAY, AUGUST 9, 1918

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE, DOUGHBOYS?

This Ridge West of Chateau-Thierry Was the Infantry?s Objective, and Having Reached It, They Arc Awaiting Orders. [Signal Corps Phot

COLLAR OVER COLLAR

If yon want to. yon can wear the ;
collar of your O.l>. shirt turned |
down outside the collar of your i
blouse. Hut if you do. you are j

j directed in G.O. 122 to wear orna- j
menls in your shirt collar just as ,
you have been wearing them in your |

i blouse collar. i
This is file first lime that the

tnrnod-down-outside shirt collar lias
been oHiciaily authorized.

CROSS OF LEGION
FOR GEN. PERSHING

Gen. Foch Now Marshal of
France, Gen. Retain Is

Given Decoration
In the hour of Allied victory, embrac-

in''- tin' greatest Allied advance since
Ihe First Hall h* of the Marne. General
l-'ocli lias been made a Marshal of
France: General i?ershing has been
given the Grand Cross of the Legion of
'Honor, the most, distinguished grade of
honor France has to bestow, and Gen-
eral retain has received the Mf-daiHe
Militnire. .

The Grand Cross of the Legion of
Honor wtis placed upon General Persh-
ing Tuesday morning by M. PoincarC,
President of the French Republic, (lur-
ing an impressive ceremony in the
quadrangle at American Headquarters.

The scene was one of the most mem-
orable in the history of the American
Arniv. President PoinearC and General
IVrsiiing arrived together, while in the
quadrangle ollicers representing the
American. French. Hritish. Helgian,
Italian and Japanese staffs to
see the Coniniander-in-Cliiefof the A.K.F.
receive the lienor given him by France.

Band Plays ?Marseillaise?
The sides of the square were lined

with Preach and American troops, and
as President Poincare look his place
tacing General Pershing, the American
baud? struck up ?I.n Marseillaise." As
the General's hand snapped down from
the salute, the President said be was
especially pleased "to 'seize this oppor-
t unity of thanking General Pershing
and the bravo Army under bis orders
for the very gallant, work they did dur-
ing past weeks on the field of batik l ."

Then the President, stepped forward
and looped about (be General?s shoulder
and breast the broad sea riot ribbon
carrying -the Cross. With this ceremony
completed, the President kissed the Gen-
eral first on one cheek and then on the
other.

General Pershing thanked President
Poincarf 1 for the honor, which lie valued
as another mark of friendship and re-
spect on the pari of Prance for the
American Army. The two then fell hack,
side by side, to review the troops, which
ended the ceremony.

The Medaille Miiiiaire, bestowed on
General Pf-rnin. is usually-awarded only
to men who have nor yet reached a com-
missioned grade and is given to a high
ollicer only as a reward of exceptional
merit.

56,000,000 SOCKS IN
UNCLE?S WAR OUTFIT

Ten Million Breeches Also
Figure in Bill for Army

to April I
fUv C.Mtr.i; toTMK STA US AN D ST 111 PKSI

AMERICA, Aug. 8.?Only after a
careful revision and report by the Board
of Review of the General Stuff will con-
l racts ho let on the ?cost plus percent-
age? plan hereafter.

Figures have been published by the
War Department allowing that Uncle
Sam . has purchased uniform eiiuipmcni
alone, up to April -I, in. the following
large quantities: 55,058,000 woollen
'socks, 10,507,000 woollen breeches, 5.000.-
000 woollen coats. 5,177,000 overcoats.
1,-'!,17,000 puttees, 101,000 overseas caps

Motor equipment' purchased included
17.088 motor trucks, .1,-120 passenger-
cars. and 0,800 motor ambulances.

There have also been drafted into
service horses and mules to the number
of 360,392.

DOUGHBOYS TURN
ARTILLERY RACE

INTO MARATHON
Batteries Are Adjusted

Just in Time to Get
Move Os Orders

NO REST CURE FOR THEM
Gunners Decline to Grow Down-

hearted When Expected Relief
. Turns to ?On Ahead?

There are any number of Artillerymen
in ibis latest forward rush who have the
>alisfacrion of knowing their guns have
put many a German our of act bin for
Ibe rest of I lie war- -ami then seine.

I?m there are others who arc willing
lo gamble their lasi cent 1 li.at on an ad-
vance llie American Infantry can out-
sprint Colin at. his bcsl.

A ha 11cry commander was standing by
the road. looking up the wet. heavy
'tt-.iek ahead in a dejected way. Mis guns,
i'l.r tin' lime being, were parked by tin 1
roadside.

"Is tliis a war." lie asked some one
on the way up. "or is it a marathon?
I?d sure like lo know. I spirted after,
rite Germans with my battery six days
ago. About every two hours I had visions
of stopping, adjusting my range and
blowing them into small, delieafe pieces.
Then, by (lie time I got: adjusted, word
would come back that our infantry laid
chased the enemy still further on ahead
and that f Mail hotter move tip before I
opened (ire.

Always on the Go
?Move up? It seems to me I?ve

traveled half way round the world. I?ve
counted at least two dozen times in
these last six days when I was all sei
and ready, only to hear each time Iliar
file doughboy had once more run Ihe
iioehe out of range. So here I am. all
dressed up, with nobody to kill. Why.
! could blow up a whole regiment of
linns if they?d only let me shoot. If il
keeps on tin?s way much longin', I?ll have
my guns parked outside of Herlin-with-
out a shot tired."

Me wasnt Ihe only one. All along
Ihe way American batteries were plug-
ging along through Ihe mud and rain,
advancing as rapidly as possible under
she conditions, only lo gel all set and
ready as the word came hack that the
Infantry had chased the foe our of range.

?Those doughboys must he some sprin-
ters." one young lieutenant said, "i
can see how a man ean go ibis pace for
a few hours, hut they?ve kepi il up for
six days. They don't seem lo have any
consideration for the Artillery at all. At
least, not for ours. We came in here to
shoot, not to take part in a six-day
nice.?

The Luckier Ones
Thorn worn many of these, hut there

vere Olliers who wen; luckier.
One buttery executive had just re-

ceived orders to t;ot. under way again
after lie had boon tiring steadily for half
an hour. Mis irons had managed to keep
well in range, and as lie had advanced,
knowing bis targets, lie knew that Inc
railin' bad been well handled.

"Your men look contented," sonic one
remarked.

"ConleytedV" be said. ?1 guess they
are. They tiro going ahead. i?ll leii
you what type of men I?ve irol. We?ve
been going at a merry clip for tin* lasj
week and we?ve been at it for a g
many months. -Naturally, most, of us
are a trilio tired.

"A day or two itgo we got word tlnil
we might he rested or relieved for a
short; spell. Then I got orders that we
were to go forward. I haled to tell Hie
men at first, ns I knew what a short
rest, would mean. ?Where do we go for
\u25a0mr rest V some one asked. ?On ahead.?
I answered.

"Down-hearted?' Not a bit of It. ?On
ahead? Well, thill?s what we came info
the war for.? two or three spoke to-
gether, ?and we don?t want no rest anv-
how.?

"That's the spirit of the battery nl !
the way through. They proved it. by
.jumping hack to the job again mtm
\u25a0lieerfuily than they could ever havestarted towards any resting spot that
ook them out of notion. There wnsn?i

a complaint, from u soul in the hunch.
??That. ?On ahead 1? sounded hotter tc

them than any two rest orders couldhave sounded."

BIG WAR- PROFITS
TAX FAVORED BY

ADMINISTRATION
House Plan for Revenue on

Luxuries Alone Would
Rcisc Billion

FOR GRAND UNIFIED ARMY

Guard, Nationals and Regulars
May Be Merged When Con-

gress Reassembles

I I!y Caih.k toTIIK STARS and Slit! I?KSI
A.MKIMCA. Ail}.'. S.-~Tin* Adniiiiisfni-

lion is reported as favoring ji heavy war
i-roli'.s iax. The. Mouse conimil lee proh-
:ilily will have ihe new revenue measure
ready for t?oiigress (luring ilie week. anil
all signs are lliat excess war proliis will
in- laxeil drasi ieally. ami tlial heavy
luxuries laxes will he proposed to .raise
ai leas! a billion dollars.

The reassembled Congress will have
several hum* jobs besides Ihe eight
ililiiol; iluilar revenue measuri'. The War
I leparimeiir is ready wiih a hill lo in
erease Ihe Army euonuously by enlarg-
ing ihe seleelive drafl awes in lake in
all men from is to la years, inclusive.
II is understood tlial tin 1 hill will leave
large laiilude lo Ihe President, ami
that, as under the presen: seleelive draft
system, he can use men either for mili-
tary service or exempt them for neces-
sary industries and oilier civilian war
werk.

Army of at Least ,'>,000,000
It is also understood Ilia; ihe National

i.'uanl. ihe National Army ai.d the Itegn
lar Army are in he merged into one
grand nnitied army. While no specific
figures are given elliciaily, il is under
-mod dial ihe Minted Si.ales is aiming
al an Army of ai leas! ri.iKlii.ono as fasi
as we can get ami handle it.

The people are taking il all so much
as a mailer of course Ilia I nobody hie
bothered to point out Ihe impress!venes--
of Ihe tiller national unity in ibis mat-
ter of Army expansion.

Nowhere lias there been any opposi-
tion. or even criticism or cavil. There
is not the slightest doubt lhai this unani
mily is genuine and absolute. It is no!
due lo repression iu any sense. Tile

\u25a0 \u25a0oniilry is behind the hill, as ii hits been
la-hind every big measure whose aim is
lo bring our ulmost sirr-ugth and power
inlo ihe war.

Aiian from pittrioiism. there is Ihe
big common sense of ihe American peo-
ple. which makes men of all opinions
agree that I lie ipiickesi and best way le
iiuisli tin- war is lo make war as mightily
as we can make ii. ami lo waste not a
inomeni iu doing it.

OLD PARTIES DIVING
SUFFRAGE GLAD HAND

President Tells Senators
Women?s Voting Would

Aid World Morale
i My C-.msi.i-: col'll 1-: STARS.\NI) STI! i I?KS!

A.MMItil ?A. Aug. S. - Woman suffrage
\u25a0is a national campaign issue seems like
ty to vanish. AM parties are hurrying to
embrace it. Winn \u25a0\u25a0pponenls remain arc
roaring with «ondcrous mildness and
I ciiK'i?.ess.
.Tiie Administration lias taken a hand

in endeavoring to overcome the remain-
ing opposition of two or three senatorial
idles that hitherto have blocked lbe
passage of the Federal .?imeiiilinenl
Ibrouiill Congress. The I?residetit lias
\u25a0vrillen letters to Senators Shields of
Tennessee and I'.aird of New .Jersey,
saying that the morale of the country
mil the world will lie greatly aided by
favorable American act ion on the
: mendmom:.

Indications of a change in the South
\u25a0ni atlitude on the suffrage question
an* seen in .the Texas primaries, where
die woman Candidale for Slate super
Utendent of public instruction polled
twice .as many votes as the next man
andidiile and ran so far ahead of the
liird as to have almost 100,000 ma-
jority.

6S
PRICE: 50 CE

PAY BOOKS OCTOBER 1
Tin. 1 pay book, which t tiis news-

paper forecast in its issue of .him; 7.
lias conu 1.

Iteginning October J, they will lx;
used to provide pay for men on de-
tached service, in hospital, in leave
areas, or whenever tin; soldier's
service record, pay card, or other
dala needed to prepare a payroll is
mu available.

Organization commanders will, on
receipt of the G.O. out lining the
pay book, prepare requisitions for
the book?s showing the strength of
their commands.

Soldiers arriving for duly with
(lie A.l'l.t". will la; paid on payrolls
for till unpaid periods to include the
month in which they left, the rolled
Stales, and individual pay books
will lie opened for them on the tirst
day of the succeeding month.

RETREATING HUNS
ARE CHASED BACK

21 BITTER MILES
IVI arne, Ourcq, Vcsle

Crossed by Defeated
Hosts of Crown Prince

VAST QUANTITY OF BOOTY

American Captures Alone Exceed
8,400 Prisoners and 133 Guns,

With More Uncounted

Three weeks after tlie army of the
German Crown Prince had launched tin 1
Second Battle of the Marne, that army,
defeated and considerably tin; worse for
wear, hail been driven hack from tin;
Marne, driven across and hack from the
iinrcq. driven-aeross the Vesle. At. tlie
end of die third week, tlie Germans had
been pushed as iniieli as 2 I miles behind
ilie line which was the starting point of
their mncli-vaunted Priedenstnrm. To-
day the Aisne. not tlie Marne, is tlie
river on which all eyes are lixed.

Among the fruits of 1 liis victory, aside
from its worldwide poiitieai import and
its incalculable contribution to the
morale of tlie Allied forces, may lie num-
bered the liberation of 200 Preach towns
and villages and all the harvest land
between, tlie infliction of grievous cas-
ualties on the Crown Prince?s divisions,
tlie taking of more than Sii.OOO prisoners,
the seizure of more than 700 guns .and
tlie capture of tin immense ti mount of
ammunition, light: railway material and
ether supplies.

Enemy Numerically Superior
Not only from its import, a.- a turning

point in I tut present war. Inn from tlit.*
more magnitude of tho field .and tin 1
forcos animat'd, the comhat Ihe Hermans
siarltal by their offensive of duly lb
raises raids as one of the greatest bailies
n world history.

Within three weeks, some 2.000.000
soldiers pitched into a light, at. a foeal
point. Against an enemy army of more
than SO divisions, Marshal Foeh pilled
a numerieally inferior army recruited
from I lie four corners of I lie earlii. I "rider
Ids generalship fought French, IJritish,
Scoicli, Jtalians, Moroccans. Algerians,
Hindoos ?and Americans.

Our share in the present, engagement
'an bi? guessed from Ibe American com-
'uuniipie of August 3, which announced
Hint of Hie captures made. S.-100 prison-

\u25a0rs and 133 guns bad been taken by Hie
Americans alone. It should tie added
"!iaf a: I lie lime of Hint nnnouiieeinenl,
'here were many more guns and prison-
ers yet lo lie counted.

Succession of Nimble Leaps
The Herman withdrawal from tint

Marne to Hie valley of Hie Aisne was
\u25a0mule in a succession of nimble leaps
backward, his yielding np of each de-
ensive line following always after the
Host deadly fighting, while each retreat
\u25a0v:is protected by determined machine
gun rearguards. Hut though his retreat
vas never, in any large sense, disorderly,
the Allied pressure was so unremil I ing
that, with the wretched roads left at ids
command, lie did not have time lo de-
-Iroy. let. alone to carry off. all Hie
mmense (inantilies of a minimi! ion and

\u25a0 tiler cosily materia! lie had been so
laboriously assembling for the offensive
>n which lie had bidll such high hopes.

The stand made lie!ween Hie Oiiren
\u25a0nd tin* Vesle involved live days of sav-
\u25a0g?- lighting. Then, thanks lo Hie
iri!limit attack made by the French and
!i;lwli troops mi the {>l :t ; i >ji 11 (irand-

it'izi'.v mid 1 110 pressure :i ]t]ili«-<I by 1 lie
!\u25a0' ra nco\u25a0 A tneriea 11 rroops mi the heights
n rili of iln- Onrci) eastward from I-?ere-

\u25a0\u25a0n-T.mlenois, iho Hermans nilhdrew and
cere literally chased across conalry by
!ho Victorinas Allies, who advanced more
\u25a0han six miles and recaptured more than
10 villages in one Jubilant, day.

On August the French tool; Soissons.
;nd two days later, at the center of the
mrsiiiiijr army. American forces stormed
md captured Hie town of Fismcs.

NOT SO MUCH MUD
WHEN WINTER COMES

Ballasted Roadways Take
Place of Slime Tracks?

Wells Being Bored
Taking lime by ihe forelock, plans are

already beine carried out to make all
\u25a0 ermanenl camps in the A.F.F. com-
Triable for next 'winter. Most of the
work along lids line is directed toward
mdsldag as far as possible the trouble
\u25a0a used by mud.

r.nlbisted roadways are being laid
\u25a0villi a curvature snllicient to insure\u25a0 L-ainsl a muddy surface. Walks and'not paths are being installed along the
\u25a0nine plan. Ail natural features which
vi 11 aid in the shedding of water an; he-
ng utilized and aliened by systems of
lifters and drainage trenches.
I?ermaneiil: lavatories, washing sheds

uni hath houses are now being erected,
'a several instances, wells have boon
bored.

By and For
the Soldiers
of the A. E. F

rMTBD STATES. 10 CKNTa
? > XIALIjO. CURAT imiTALV, SIXrKNCA

UPHILL FIGHTING
WORRIES YANKS NO

MORE THAN RIVER
Crossing of Ourcq Follow-

ed by Exultant Race to
Gain Crest

RECALL SOUNDED IN VAIN

?Heaven, Hell or Hoboken Before
Christmas!? Is Battle Cry of

Charging Infantry

The spectacular retreat,,of the army of
the German Crown Prince -from the
Ourcq to the Vesle was not made until
after the enemy laid spent the greater
part, of live days in a grim effort to make
Ids stand on the line stretching from
l-'ero-en-Tardenois to Vilie-en-Tardcnois.

ITil lik«> Hu; cross-country light of the
week before, here was no mere eoulliet
with machine gun nests left. in the Ger-
man wake to make slow and cosily the
Allied pursuit, hut a case of picked
German divisions ranged on tlie heights
ami ordered to hold those heights to the
last against till comers.

To tlie proud watchers from the other
side of the Atlantic, the most interesting
part of that line was tlie part stretching
cast from Pcre-en-Tardenois, for there
(lie American soldiers were most numer-
ously engaged, there (lie Yankees were
pitted against the famous Prussian
Guards, tlie host the Germans have.

Beat Two Guard Divisions
It was M. Tardieu, Prance?s High

Commissioner to our capital, who- told
the world that an American division on
the Ourcq had met and defeated a di-
vision of the Prussian Guards.

When rlie history of that. American
division conics to tic written with all
ilie freedom of retrospect, it may bo
added that in tlie course of the great
battle which began on July In, 101S. that
division, before ir slopped to catch its
breath, had met. ami done battle with
two divisions of tlie Prussian Guards, of
which, it is said, there are but five alto-
gel her.

It is probable that the lighting the
Americans experienced between July 27
and August will be studied at school
hj your children and your grandchildren
as the Battle of I lie Ourcq. but that
unpretentious creek had little to do with
it except as, through tlie centuries, it
laid worn down (lie land till there sloped
away to the north of it a gradual hill
most didieult to storm.

No cine will understand tlie Battle of
tlie Ourcq wlio does not keep in mind
(lie fact that the mere rushing acrosstlie, stream itself presented no difiiculties
and that the real fight, was the tight to
possess tlie heights beyond.

Swift Dash for Heights
It tools one battalion only 30 minutes

to dasli down tin* southern slope, wade
tho river, and entrench itself at tho
crest of tlic first slope beyond, ft tools
I lie forces engaged there live days of
the bitterest, fighting lo move a kilo-meter further to capture Sefjgy and
Scringes, and make the heights' unten-
able for the Crown Prince's forces.

For the Americans engaged, it meant,
after Hie first rush, an artillery battle
of tlie heaviest kind, great guns "brought
into play, while neither side could boast
the deep entrenchments of ? the older
lines. In addition to. the steady, poison-
ous rat-a-tat-tai, of machine guns innum-
erable and the roar of the larger pieces.
Hie thunder of that battle was aug-
mented toward the end by tho-reverbera-
tions of ammunition dumps, where the
Hermans were feverishly trying to de-
stroy their own costly accumulations
because they knew they could not get
away with I item.

It has been said that Scringes changed
hands several limes. As a mailer of
fad, tlie American Artillery blasted rite
Hermans out: of all but one corner of Hie
town, and, after mopping it up, Hie
American Infantry withdrew to avoid
Hie answering fire from Hie Herman
guns. Tho enemy clung to ids corner
until lie made his retreat from that en-
tire sector on August 2.

They Never Let Go
It lias been said that Sergy changed

bands nine times in as many hours. The
Yankee regiment that look it will tell
yon that it grabbed Sergy on the first
day and never let go again.

What happened was that American
regiments rushed and hold positions on
either side of Hie gun-bristling village.
Hint (lie village itself thereupon became
a No Man's Land, in which, through
five days and niglils. venl tiresome pa-
trols did bailie from time lo lime.

Neither town was important in itself,
.and both stood out. in the coiuiutuiiipies
and dispatches because, visible on all
maps, they were easier to identify, ifnot easier to capture, than the nameless,
blood-drenched crests between.

'Jin' lirst rush across the (hirer) whichpreceded ihe bailie on the heights where
these two towns were was'made in tlni
early hours of Sunday moraine, duly
-s- It wns inside by rroops Hint, had beeii
pursuing the Hermans from the Marne,
pursuing a retreating enemy who paus-
ed from time In linn* io resisl violently.
All I lie way. tin* Yankees Inal been ham-
pered by clnslers of machine guns ami
tlie 'backward play of the (ierman
ilea vies tearing up the Melds. The pur-
suit wtis made alone narrow, twisting
roads, cm by .-bells and made muddierand muddier by I lie intermittent, squalls
of summer rain.

Already Across River
'I lie pursuit was hot, the scheme to

keep ihe enemy on I lie jump. The plan
and order was to advance from the
heights below ilie Oum] io the heights
beyond at 1 :.'!() Sunday morning. As thelime approached, it became apparent
that all tin* elements would not be ready
nor nil the Artillery needed vet in posi-
tion.

An order to delay tlie advance was
rushed down the line, but it: is part of
iiie price paid for such a hot and har-rassing pursuit that communications
are. naturally, nor always perfect, andwhen ihe countermanding order reachedone regiment, its first battalion was al-ready across the river, and when it
reached another, the advance battalionwas already In the flush of its first ca -


