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SPEEDY RUNNERS
NORTH OF OURCQ
RACE WITH DEATH

Wearers of Red Brassard
Carry Tidings of Battle
as Hun Goes Back

LIAIS(;N WELL PRESERVED

Men Cross Fire-Swept Areas With
Messages That Mean Defecat’
or Victory for Comrades

Théy had been pals together out.in
Couneil Bluffs—Al Boysen and Billy
Shupp—and they were together in Com-
pany I. when their regiment gailed {from
‘America last fall. Because they were
young and «lim and could run like the
wind, they were chosen as runners, and
as runner: thoey were together on the
greatest day and hour of their lives.

It came in that historic fortnight of
July, 1918, for their regimeut was oue
of those that waited with fixed bayonets
when the mighty German offensive broke
like the surf against the expectant
Allied line, and that did not sit down
to rest til the Marne and the Oureq
lay behind them.

It was the hour when an important
message had to be carried from the com-
pany commander to a deep, hidden dug-
out then serving as batidlion headquar-
ters.  The written message, first read
aloud to both of them, was thrust into
Shupp’s outstretched hand, and he was
up and away like a shot, racing across
a country all gouged and quivering from
the bafttle. racing over fields and roads
where shells had heen racing for hours
and still were falting with deadly regu-
larity.

Two Hundred Yards Bcehind

A minute later—200 yards behind,
perhaps—came Boysen, for, thus Joan-
aged, that message would have a ‘double
chance of getting through. It wasx Boy-
sen who delivered it because as he ran,
he saw his friend struck and tossed into
the air in a geyser of ofirth. He him-
self was wounded, painfully wounded in
the leg, but he was not done for, and
a few seconds later the battalion adju-
tint canght him as he pitched, weak
and white-faced, into the dugont.

“They’ve killed Shupp. sir,” he blurt-
ed, “and they've wounded@ me.”

Then he poured out the message, re-
peated it more slowly to be sure, and
turned ax if to start out again—out
into the storm.

Several hands caught at him. Where
was he going?

“Where'm I going?’ .he cried, tlie
hysterical note mastering his  voice.

“Where'mm I going?
get my buddy.”

Then he fainted.

That is the story of two American
runners in the Second DBattle of the
Marne. 1t is only one story, and there
are so many. It is chronicled here just
because there are o many like it in the
chapter of The Runners.

30 to any oneswho has lived through
any day or week of that battle where it
was hottest and ask who were its heroes.
He will want to name all the men who

I'm going back rto

put their shoulder to its tremendous
burden, from the ammunition drivers,
plowing stubbornly oun tbrough mad-

dening miles of mud, knowing and ask-
ing no sleep for many days and nights,,
to the battalion commanders, who could
not and would not remember what the
books said about their place being be-
hind the line. But if he must single out
one group for tribute, the chances are
he will reluctantly pass the others by
and say: “The Runners.”

The Runners’ Business

The runners are the fleet youngsters
who, as the battle sways and strains,
keep regiment in touch with battalion,
battalion with company, company with
platoon. To let each unit know how the
others are faring, above all in such fight-
ing as the last weeks have scen, to let
the nervous guns know to what line the
surging Infantrymen have altained, this
is the business of the runners. The story
of much that is crushed down under
such verbal impedimenta as liaison, re-
connaissance and communications ¢an be
told in the terms of a brave boy’s legs.

All the fine devices of science to
quicken and insure communication col-
lapse in the swift hours of such an ad-
vanece as began at the Marne on July 18,
By indefatigable work, the teclephone
wires, though shelled again and again
into fragments, c¢an be repaired and
Kept intact between divisional head-,
quarters and resimental. But what of
the mile of quaking conntryside from
there on to the front? :

The T.P.S., or ground telegraphy, is

Continued on Page 3

NEW SERVICE RECORD

inquiry Must First Be
Made at Central
Rgcord Office

[ — e

If your service record is lost, and if
gearch at the Central Records Oflice,
near Tours, falls to bring it to light,

then you are not calied on Lo look any
further for it-—or rather, your C.O.
jsn't called on to. Get a1 new one.

Service records of soldiers. dropped
from the rolls, according to G.H.Q. Bul-
letin 49, and izned to replacement
organizations, are sent to the Central
Records Oflice. Accordingly, when a sol-
dier reports to an organization minus
his service record, commanders should
apply directly to that oflice.

If the record is not there, an appli-
cation for a new one must be made ac-
cording to Paragraph 9 on the first
sheet of the service record form. This
states that in case a service record is
lost, a report of the fact must be made
to the Adjutant General of the Army.
who will start a new one. It will go
first to the depot where the soldier en-
listed, and then follow his own military
career until it catches up, all command-
ing officers he has had making the ap-
propriate entries.

MUMPS LEADS IN

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE, DOUGHBOYS?

This Ridge West of Chiteau-Thierry Was the lnfantll-y's Obijective,

PAY BOOKS OCTOBER 1 .

The pay book. which thisx news-
paper forecast in its issue of June 7.
has come.

Boeginning October 1, they will be
used to provide pay for men.on de-

“tached service. in hospital, in leave
areas, or whenever the  soldier’s
service record, pay card. or other
lata needed to prepare o payroll is
not available.

Organization commanders will, on
receipt of the GO, outlining the
pay book. prepare requisitions for
the books showing the strength of -
their commands,

Soldiers arriving for duty with
the ALILE, will be paid on pavrolls
for all unpaid periods to include the
month in which they loft the United
.\'1_-|lv.~'. and -individual pay  books
w
day of the suceeeding month,

‘Marne,

and Having Recached I1t, They Are Awaiting Orders. [Signal Cerps Photo.

DISEASES THAT HIT
131,075 IN FRANGE

But Whole Army Loses
Less Than Three Per
Cent of Working Time

DISEASE KILLS ONLY 923

Tuberculosis Scores Low, Trench
Foot Near Bottom, Measles
Almost Last

This was a pretty healthy Army duar-
ing its first year in France. Up to June
1, it might have, with all the people in
it. lost 62,714,000 days’ work tlu'_ou:.:h
Leing sick in hospital or in quarters. Bqt
it didn't come anywhere near that; it
lost only 1,E51.000 days through sickness
—-or, to be banker like and exact, it lost

only 2,377 per cent of its }vorkin;; tim_e.
In all. during that first year in

I'rance, the AN had 131,075 cases ot
sickness reported; and out of that numn-
ber only 923 died, or less than one per
cent of the sick men, 84.36 per cenl were

returned to- daty, usually with thgir
origtnal units; 15.50 were “other\.\'lsq
disposed of"—which means put into

other lines of work, sent for corrective
treatment (as in the case of the flat-foot
school), or discharged.

Of the total time lost Ly illness, the
AJLEUCs medical authorities can  trace
32.44 per cent of it to communicable
diseases, such as mumps. measles and
searlet fever. o respiratory disorders,
such as pneumonia, they can trace 19.20
per cent of the day-wastage.

As for the individual diseases. mumps
~—good old cheek-pufling, childhood
haunting munips—was the worst offeri-
der, taking more toll of the R D QS
huskies than any other malady. Bron-
chitis was the second bighest, and the
venereal complaints came in a bad third.

I'ourth came the laryngitis-pharyn-
gitis-tonsilitis group; Lifth, lobar pncu-
monia; sixth, measles; seventh, tuber-
culosis (which, by the way, claimed only
300 out of the total sick) : eighth, arth-
ritis  and svnovitis; ninth. rheumalic
fever; and tenth, otitis media, which—--
if you don’t know, and nobody can
blame you for not knowing, for we had
to look it up ourselves--is something
that happeis to your ears.

Other Itises in Toil, Too

Going in order, down the list, the
following ailments took their toll, be-
ginning with the eleventh, hernla: .

The so-called bowel-group Nenterltis,
colitiz, gasiritis); bronchial pneumonia ;
searlotinn ;. the “not diagnosed cases”
(their number brings them in at this
point : pleurisy; skin diseases; hemor-
rhoids: flat feet; valvular distention of
the heart: diphtheria and the diph-
theria  earriers: heart diseases  other
than the valvular troubles; mental dis-
vases s seabies.

Thou there follow more names of com-
plaints—hard names and rare names,
which it wili do little zood te call here.
Suflice it to =say that trench-foot is well
down toward the bottom of the list in
respect to the number of men it laid up;
that the German measles is evea lower
«till; and-—above all-—that dysentery.
bine of all armies in the field ever sinee
year One, is the second from the end.

All of which would seem to prove to
the lavman-soldier that, notwithstanding
the rigors of that first. winter of ours in
IMrance, notwithstanding the faet that
woe were new to the country and its sev-
eral varieties of clitnante, notwithstanding
the facet that we had Lo make practically
411 our own sanitary provisions and
overything, we “were a pretty healthy
und able-to-be-about bunch of citizens.

CANNED LAIT IS FiXER
[ By Cantr toTITE STARSAND STRIPES]
AMERICA, Ang S8.—If jour G.TL.Q.
suddenly pleads with you to have some

malted milk, here is the reason. A
malted milk company found swith an
improper surplus of flour has =ettled

with the Government food board by do-
nating 000 worth of ity product to
lhe Army and Navy.

You may also met beans. New York
State's food conservation bureau sob-
bingly announces that 125,000 bushels,
of beans will go where bad beans go if
you don't get busy eating them.
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If you want to. you can wear the

collar of vour O.D., shirt tuarned
down outside the -ecollar of your
blouse. Dut i you do, you are

direeted in G.O. 122 to wear orna-
merds in your shirt collar just as
yvou have been wearing them iu your
biouse collar.

This is the first time that the
turned-down-ouniside shirt collar has
been oflicially authorized.

CROSS OF LEGION
FOR GEN. PERSHING

Gen. Foch Now Marshal of:

France, Gen. Petain Is
Given Decoration

fn the hour of Allled victory, emh_r:m-
ing the greatest Allied :ulv:mt.-q sinee
the First Batile ef the Marne, General
Foch has been made a  Marshal of
France: General Pershing  has
viven the Grand Cross of the Legion n_r.
Tonor. the most distinguished grade of
Lonor France has to bestow, and Gen-

eral Petain has received the Maduille
Militaire. o
The Grand Cross of the Legion of

Honor wias placed upon General Persh-
ing Tuesday morning by M. Poincard,
P'resident of the French Republic, dur-
ing an impressive ceremony in the
quadrangle alt Ameriean Headquarters.

The scene was one of the most mem-

oriable in the history of the American
Army. President Poinearé and G_oncr:ﬂ
pPershing arrived together. while in the

quadrangle  oflicers representing  the
American,  French., British,  Belgian,

[talinn and Japanese staffs gathered t:)
see the Commander-in-Chief of the_.\.l-,.l-.
receive the honor given him by France.

Band Plays ‘‘Marsciliaise”

The sides of the squire were lined
with French and Ameriean troops, amld
as  DPresident DPoineard took his place
tacing General Pershing. the American
pand struck up “Lo Marseillaise.”  As
the General's hand snapped down from
the salute, the President said he was
expecially pleased “to ‘seize this oppor-

tunity  of thanking General Dershing
and the brave Army under his orders

for the very gallant work they did dur-
ing past weeks on the field of batiie.”

Then the President stepped  forward
amd looped about the Generals shoulde:
and  breast the broad searlet ribbon
carrying-the Cro=s. With this ceremony
completed, the President kissed the Geu-
eral first on one cheek aud then on the
other.

Goeneral Pershing thanked Tresident
[roincard for the honor, which he valued
as another mark of friends=hip and re-
gpeet on the part of PFrance for the
American Army. The two then feli back.
side by side, to review the troops, which
ended the ceremony.

The Mdadaille Militaire, bestowed on
(ieneral Pétain, ix usually-awarded only
to men who have not yet reached a com-
missioned grade and is given to a liigh
officer only as & reward of exceptional
merit. .

56,000,000 SOCKS IN
UNCLE’S WAR OUTFIT

Ten Million Breeches Also
.Figure in Bill for Army
to April 1

[By CapreroTTIE STARSAND STRIPES]

AMERICA, Aug. 8-—Only after a
carceful revigion and report by the Board
of Roview of the General Staff will con-
lracts be let on the “‘cost plus percent-
age” plan hereafter.

IFigures have bLeen published by the
War Department showing that Unele
Sam | hias purchased uniform equipment
alone, up to April 1, in, the following
arge Cquantities: 58,000 woollen

‘socks, 10,507,000 woollen breechies, 8,000.-

000 woollen coats, HI377.000 overcoatrs,
1,337,000 puttees, 191,000 overseas cups

Motor equipment: purchased ineluded
17,988 molor trucks, 3,420 passenger
ars. and 9,860 motor ambulances.
There have also been drafted into
service horses and mules to the number
of 366,392. '

DOUGHBOYS TURN

been .

“Is thisx a war,” he asked =ome once
son the way up., “or is it a marathon?
I'd sure like to know. [ started after)

eaek ahead in a dojested way,

ARTILLERY RAGE
INTO MARATHON

. Batteries Are Adiusted;

Just in Time to Get

Move Oz Orders
. . |

NO REST CURE FOR- T.ﬁ.aﬂ-’i!
Gunners Decline to Grow Down-,

hearted When Expected Relief
- Turns to “On Ahead™

¢ are any number of Artillerymen::
in thiz Iatest forward rush who have the
itisfierion of knowing their guns have
Fut many o German out of action for
the rest of the war- -amd then some.
But there are others who are willing
to mamble their last cent that on oo ad-

Ther

BIG WAR- PROFITS
TAX FAVORED BY
ADMINISTRATION

House Plan for Revenue on
Luxuries Alone Would
Reise Billion

FOR GRAND URiFIED ARMY

Guard, Nationals and Regulars
Viay Be Merged When Con-
gress Reassembles
[BY Capre to TIHE STARRAND STRIPES]
AMERICA, Ang. S--=The Admini:

its s, The House committee prob-

ably will have the new revenue measure

vanee the American Infantry can out- I roady for Congress during the weelk, and
sprint Colin at his bes(. I:l!l <irns are that excess war profit= wiil
A hattery commander was standing by e coel  drastienity. and that heavy

wet., heavy
Hix zuns.
v the time being, were parked by the
rosud=ide,

the romd. looking up the

the Germans with my battery «ix days
fro, About every two hours I had visions
of stopping, adjusting my range anil
blowingz them into small, delicafe pieces.
Then, Ly the rime T got adjusted. word
ould come back that our Infuntry had:
hasedd the enemy stili further on ahead !
ad that T had better move up before 1
opened fire.

Always on the Go

“Move up? It =eems fo me I'\'(el
traveled half way round the world, T'ved
counted at least two Qozen  times in |

1

these Lt six days when I owas all set

Pand ready, only to hear each time that,
i the

doughboy had onee more run the
Boche out of range.  So here T am, ali
dressed up, with nobody 1o Kkifl, Why, |
1 could blow up 2 whole regiment of;
liuns i they'd only let me shoot.  If it:
Lkeepss on this way much longer, Tl have -
my guns parked outside of Berlin. with- .,
wut o shot fired.”

ITe wasnt the only one.  All
the way Awmerican balteries were plug-
ging along through the mud and rain,,
alvancing as rapidly as possible under
the conditions, only to et all set and
roady as the word eame baclk that the
Infantry had chased the foe our of range.

“Those doushboys miu=t he ~ome <hrin-
ters,” one young lcutenant 1

along !

=aid. 1
can see how 1 man ean go this pace tor
1 few hours. but they've kept it up for
<ix days. They don’t =cem to have any
consideration for the Artillery at all. A
teast, not for ours=. We canie in here to
shoot, not to take part in a six-day
race”

The Luckier Ones

There were many of these, but there
v-ere others who were lucekior.

One battery excentive had  just re-
coived orders to get uander way again

after e had been fiving <teadily for half
b hour, THs grns had managod ro keep
well in range, and as he had advanced,
knowing his targets. he knew that e
rinize hid been well handled,
Your men look contented,” some one
remarked.

“Confeyted?” he said. "I guess they

are.  They are going ahead. 'l tel!
rou what (ype of men I've cot. We've

been going at a merry clip for the las
week and we've been at it for o good
many months.  Naturally, most of us
are o trifle tired.

"A day or two agzo we got word that
we might be resied or relieved for a
short spell. Then 1 got orders that we
were to 2o forward. I hated to tell the
nen at first, as I knew what a short
et would mean. *Where do we go for
Oir rest? some one asked. ‘'On ahead.
I answered.

“Down-hearted ¥

Not a bit of It. *On
aheady  Well, that's what we ¢ame into
the war for,' two or three spoke to-
zether, ‘and we don't want 1o rest any-
how.’

“That's the spirit of the batrery alf

rhe way through. They proved it by
Jjumping back to the job again mor
‘heerfully  than  they could ever have

started towards any resting spot that
ook them out of aection. There wasn'i
1 complaint from a soul in the bunch.

“That O ahead! sounded hetter to
them than any two rest orders could
have sounded.”

L ton, or even

Hrsurios faxes will be proposced Llo.raise

1 teast a billion dollars,
Fhe reassembled Congress will have
~everal huze  jobs besides  the  eight

billion doilar revemne moeasure, Fhe War
Department is ready wiih a Lill (o in
cronse the Arny enormons!y hy enlarg-
ing the =elective draft ages to ke in
men from IS to -H years, inclusive.
ix understood that the bill will icave
» latitude  to the Deesident,  and
thar, ax under the presen! sclee

ve dreafi
<vstem, he can use men either for mili-
tary service or exempt them for neces-

Paary industries el oother eivilinn war

WOTK,
Army of at Lecast 5,500,000

It ix alzo understood that the Nationa!
tiuanrd, the National Avmy and the I
Iir Army are to he «l into
crand unificd army.
Houres are given ollici it Is under
~tood (thai the Tnited dtes is aimd
toan Army of ar least 5,000,000 as rast
as we can get amnd handle it

The people are aking it all <o muaeh !
AN gl omatter of course that nabody ha-

Lothered to point ot the baprossiveness
of the utter natiounl unity in this mat-

Ster of Army expansion.

Nowhere has there hee any  opnosi-
criticixin or eavil. There
ix not the =<lichiest doubr that this unani
mity is genuaine and absolute. It is not
fue to repression in apy sense. The
country is behind the bill, as it has been
heliitd every big measure whose aim is
to hring our utmos=t =trensth and power
into the war,

Apart from

patrioti=tn, there is the

“hig commion sense of the American peo-

ple. which makes men of a1l opinions
qree that the quickest and best way to

ni=l the war ix to make war ax mightily i

asowe can omake itoand to waste not s
ipoment in deing it

0LD PARTIES GIVING .
‘SUFFRAGE GLAD HAND

President Tells Scnators
Women’s Voting Would
Aid Worid Morale

PBY CapgrevoTHE STARSAND STRIP

AMBERICA, S Womnn sullrage
as ot mational o ixsue seems like
'voro vanish. Al pariies are hurrying to
vimbrace it Wikt opponents remain ave
roaring  with  wonderons mildness  and
| oliteness,

CThe Administration has talken a hand
noendeavoring o overcome the romain-
‘ng opposition of two or three senatoria)l
votes that hitherto hacve bloceked the
vissinge of  the Federal  amendment
throuszh  Congress,  ‘Fhie President has
aritten letters 1o Nenittors Shields of
Tennessee and Baird of New Joersey.
saving that the morale of the country
tnd the worlkd will bhe greatly aided Ly
favorable  American  aection on the
mendment.

Indications of a change in the South
rioatlitude on the suffrage question
are seen ju the Texas primaries, whore

Jie woman candidate for Ntate super
‘ntendent  of  publie  in=stfaction  polled

iwice as many votes as the next mnk
andidate and ran <o far ahead of the
hird as to have almost 100,000 ma-
Jjority.

n ix reported as favoring a heavy war!

I American Captures Alone

fwedr,
' Marne, driven across and bick from the

RETREATING HUNS
ARE CHASED BACK
71 BITTER MILES

Qurcqg, VYesle
Crossed by Defeated
_Hosts of Crown Prince

VAST QUANTITY OF BOOTY

Exceed
8,400 Prisoners and 133 Guns,
With More Uncountced

Three weeks after the army of the
rman Crown PPrince had aunched the
Secomd Battle of the Marne, that army.
- - . L

defeated and considerably the Worse for
had been dMven back from the

oureq. driven-across the Veste. AL the
end of the third week, the Germans had
Lheen pushed as much as 21 miles behind

< the line which was the starting point of
+ Lheir

much-vaunted Fricdensturm.  To-
day the Aixne. not the Marne, is the
river on which all eyes are fixed.

Among the fruits of this victory, aside
from its worldwide politieal import and
its  inealeulable  contribution to  the
morale of the Allied forees, may be num-
bered the liberation of 200 Frenelh towns
and villages and all the harvest
hetween, the infliction of grievous eas-
ualties on the Crown P'rince’s division

UPHILL FIGHTING

WORRIES YANKS NO
MORE THAN RIVER

Crossing of Ourcq Follow-
ed by Exultant Race to
Gain Crest

RECALL SOUNDED IN VAIN

' ‘‘Heaven, Hell or Hoboken Before

1 be opened for them on the first |

BRI BN

land ) -
‘as the Battle of the Ourcq, but that

the taking of more than 35.000 prisoners,
the seizure of more than 700 guns and
the capture of an immense amount of
ammunition, light raitway material and
vther supplies.

Enemy Numerically Superior

Noi oniy from its import as a4 turning
point in the present war, but from the
mere magniivde of the field and the
forces engaged, the combat the Germans
started by their offensive of July 15
tulies rank as one of the greatest bhattles
.n world history.

Within three weeks, =ome  2.000.000
<oldiers pitched into a fight at a focal
peint. Against an enemy army of wore
than R0 divisions, Marshal Foch pitted
1 numerieally  inferior army recruited
from the four ¢corners of the earth. Under
his generalship fought French, British,
Scoteh, tallans, Morocceans, Algerians,
Hindoos --and American

Our share in the present engagement
ran be guexsed from the Ameriean com-
mnunigque of Augns=t 3, which announced
that of the captures made, 8400 prison-
€= oand 1233 guns had been taken by the
Americans alone. It shouwld bhe added

Christmas!” Is Battle Cry of
Charging Infantry °

The speetacular retreat,of the army of
the  German Crown DPrince .from  the
Oureq to the Vesle was not made until
after the enemy had =pent the greater
part of five days in a grim effort to make
his siand on the line stretehing from
Fore-en-Tardenois to Ville-en-Tardenois.

Unlike the cross-coantry ftight of the
week hefore, here was no mere contlict
with machine gun nests left in the Ger-
man wiake to miake slow and costly the
Atlied pursuit, but a caze of picked
German divisions ranged on the heights

cand ordered to hold those heights o the
I-lust against all come

To the proud watchers from the other
side of the Atantie, the most interesting
part of that line was the part stretehing
from IFére-en-Fardenois, for there
the Amerienn soldiers were most numer-
vusly engiaged, there ithe Yankees were
pitted  against  the  famous DPrassian
Guards, the best the Germans have.

Beat Two Guard Divisions

It was M. Fardiecu, I'rance's Iligh
Commissioner to our capital, who. told
the world that an American division on
the Ourcq had met and defeated a di-
vizion of the Prussian Guard

When rhe history of that
division comes to be written with all
the freedom of retrospect, it may be
added that in the course of {he great
hattle which began on July 15, 1918, that
division, before it stopped to cateh its
breathe had et and done battle with
two divisions of the Prussian Guards, of
which, it is said, there are but five alto-
cether.

It is probable that the fighting the
Americans experienced belween July 27
and August 3 will be studied at schoot
by your children aud your grandehildren

American

unprefrentious ereek had little to do with
it except as, through the centuries, it
had worn down the land till there sloped
awiay to the north of it a gradual hill
most diflicult to storm.

No one will uniderstand the Battle of
the Ourcq who does not keep in mind
the fact that the mere rushing across
the stream it«elf presented no difficultios
amd that the real fight was the fight to
possess the h(.*_i:.rhls beyond.

Swift Dash for Heights

It took one battalion only 30 minutes
to dash down the =outhern slope, wade
the river, and entrench itself ai the
crest of the first slope beyond. It took
the forces engagzed there five days of
the bitterest fighting to move a kilo-
meter  further to capture Sefuy  and
Seringes, and make the heights unten-
able for the Crown Prince’s forces.

For the Americans engaged, it meant.

Jafter the first rush. an artillery battle

of the heaviest kind, great guns brought
into play, while neitlter side ¢ould boast
the deep entrenchments of "the older
lines. In addition to. the steady. poison-
ous rat-a-tat-tatr of machine guns innum-

serable and the roar of the larger pieces.

“hat at the time of thai annourncement, |

Teowere many more guns and prison-

Lt yel o be counted.

v no spoecitie

Succession of Nimble Leaps
The German withdrawal from  the
Marte to the valley of the Aisne was
dinde inoa o succession

psrekward, his rielding up of each de-

‘enxive Hine following always after the

sas protected by determined
zun rearguards. Dui though his retreat
WX never, inoany large sense, disordoerly,
the Aliied pressure was <o unremiiting
hat, with the wretched roads left af his
sompunud, he did not have time to de-
~troy, Jet alone to carry off. all the
minense quantitiex of ammnnition and
ol costly material he had been so

mowhich Le had built sueh high hopes,

‘The =tawmd marde beiween the Oureqg
e the Vesle invoived five days of sav-
iiehting Then,  thanks 1o the
Hiant attack made by the French and
“ritish troops on the platean Grand-
uy and the pressare applied by the
Sranco-Americien troops on the heights
derth of the Ouray eastward fron Fere-

farge

sn-Tardenois, the Germans withdreow and
i
country hy .

vere literally chased aeros
the victorious Allies, who advanced more
‘han six miles and recaptured more than
0 villages in one jubilant day.

O Angus=t 2 the Freneh took Soiss=ons.

ud two dayxs later, at the conter of the.
conrsuigr army,. American forees stormed

ind eaptared the town of Fismes.

NOT SO MUCH MUD
WHEN WINTER COMES

Baiiasted Roadways Take
Place of Slime Tracks—
Wells Being Bored

aking time by the forclock, plans are

reidy being carried out to make all
nent camps in the A, com-
thle far next "winter.  Most of the:

< as far as possible the trouble
=edd by miud.
Dallasted

roadways  are being  laid
with o curvature suflicient to insure
wwainst a4 muddy surface. Walks and

‘votpaths are being installed along the
stme plan, AH natural festures which
vill wid in the <hedding of water are be-
ngoutitized and abeited by systems of
ufters and drainage trenches.
Permanent lavaiories, washing sheds
tnd bath houses are now being erected.
oo oseveral insiances, wells have been
hored.

of nimble ifeaps:
n=. Lands =everal

G

the thunder of that battle was aug-
mented toward the end by the.-reverbera-
tions of ammunition dumps, where the
ermans were feverishly trying to de-
stroy  their own  costly  accumulations
becanse they knew they could not get
away with them.

It has been siaid that SReringes changed
times.  As a matier of
faet, the Ameriean Artillery blasted rthe

nost deadly Gghling while encl retrent CGermans out of all but one corner of the

machine :

town, and, after mopping it up, the
American Infantry wirhdrew to avoid
the answering fire from the German

suns,  The enemy clung to Lis corner
until he made his retreat from that en-
fire scetor on August 2.
They Never Let Go
I't has been snid that Sergy changed

miboridbusiy assemdling for the offensive | hands nine times in as many hours. The

Yankee regiment that took it will tell
you that it grabbed Sergy on the first
day and never let go again.

What bappened was that  American
recgiments rushed and held positions an
cithier side of the gun-bristling villagse.
that the village itself thercupon became
i No Man's Land. in which, through
five days and nights, venturesome pa-
trols did bhattle from time to time.

Neither town was important in itself.
aud both stood oui in the commnuniques
and  dispatehes heenuse, visible on all
migs, they were easier to idenrify, if
not easier to caplure, than the nmmeless,
bivod-drenched crests hetweoen.

The first rush across the Oureq which
preceded the battle on the heights where
rhese two towns were was made in (hd
ecuarly hours of Sunday morning, July
280 It was made by rroops that had !.n.-oil
pursuing the Germans from the Marne,

;hursning a retreating enemy who pans-

ed from time to 1ime fo resist violently.
All the way. (he Yankees had been ham-
pered by clusters of machine guns and

“the  backward play  of the German
heavies tearing up the fiolds. The pur-

suit was made along narrow, twisting
rosudss cut by ~hells and made muddier
and niddier by the intermittent, =qualls
of summer rain.
Alrcady Across River .
The pursuit was hot, the scireme to

II:('np the eucmy on the jump. The plan
pand order was to advance from  the
helghts helow the Oureg to the hieights

beyond at £ :30 Sunday morning.  Asx thé
time  approached. it bhecame apparent
thai all the elements would not be ready
nor all the Artitery needed yet in posi-
tion.

A order to delay the advance was
rushed down the line, but it is part of
the price paid for such a hot and har-
rassing  pursuit.  that  communications
are. naturally, nor always perfect, and
when_the countermanding order reached
one regiment, its first battalion was al-
ready across the river. and when it
reached auother, the advance battalion
was ajreadv in the flush of its first ey.
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