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; The Army?s Poets
PEACE

They cry for peace who never saw the rod.
Worm. Mowing blood our soldiers blod, *

Whose flabby limbs have yet to fool
* The tearing ihnisi of pagan steel?

They cry for pea ce I
They cry for peace whose eyes shall never

scan
Tim tortured remnants of a wounded man.

Whose sluggish minds can never know
The cowering thing that dealt the blow

They cry for peace!

They cry for peace who have not seen the
Curse.

The Hunting Cross, the Child, the Church
the Nurse!

Their bodies have not borne tho yoke,
And yol. of all who live, they spoke?

And cried for peace!

They cried fur peace, while here our soldiers
stand

l!jion the sacred soil of France, beloved land.
And ibunder. while they light and fall.
?Yanks! (Jive :heni Hell." ttil comes our

call
Of Victory? and Peace!

U. T. S,

AN AVIATOR?S PRAYER
1 leave the earth and tribe to wing,

And soar aloft in spiral Might:
The while 1 hear the angels sing,

Ami see afar celestial light.

b?m* Thee. O ('.led. I mount, on high,
by aid of swift propeller blade.

(laide Thon rny course until I die.
Kmbarked on this supreme crusade.

Chaplain Thomas I*1 . Coakley

THE ?X X?
I (nice wus a German and many I sunt

to death.
For T .strangled ;he in the darScrutss, with

never n chanoo for hreath
They called me the

slaved for the linn
Uni, r<ord. since I've been converted. \u25a0 I'm

ashamed of tin* things I?ve dotu

;iml. godless, T

Onco I was Kray as a hound of hell. as I slunk
o'er the while-rapped main.

Ihu now. in my garb of blue and while, they'd
never know me* again.

I remind myself of a sinner who?s taken lo
twanging a harp

In robes of pearly splendor (St. Voter's weave
and warp)

livon my guns tire? cjimouflnijc'l. cloud white
and blue, sky blue;

I'm rather proud of my get-up, and 1 even
speak Krone}*, "enlre nous.?

So. freighted with hoys in khaki, with the
Stars and Stripes al rny peak.

1 watch for the pups of perdition and a chance
for my nuns to speak.

.). P. M.. Hq. Div

KEEP SMILING
There's many a weary heart tonight,
There's many a lonesome soul.
There's many a pul who longs for his gal
While playing the soldier role.
There's many a service Mag Hying,
There's many a vacant chair.
There's many a mother who prays for the other
As he mixes it up ?Over There."

The home town is mu. the same old (own

Since \v<> fellows have all sailed away:
Tin- aid corner bar is linisbed t>y far-
Olii- absence docs not make it pat?.
There's no one to steal your old best fail?
They?ve drafted all those who would ivy---
Am.! daddy, old- s|ion, lias been holding tlie fort
Since lip- tiny wc all bid them goodbye.

There many a party awaits ns
When wc linlsh ~-nr Job nvAr here;
There?s many in 0.D.. from general to K.P..Who?ll shout wb(-n it's ovt-r, with cheer,
lint, meanwhile, let?s all keep on Kiinninij
Till we?ve baffled the Him Cross the Rhine:
Then we ll roll up our packs and make for the

t lacks.
Hound homeward in donl.le-ipilek time.

R. A?. Ready

THE FLIES OF FRANCE
AVo tried ?em (c.it on sulphur, but (hoy seemed

to like tin l smoke.
And they bp/./ed around and brought back

millions more;
We mixed ?em up some sugar and formalde-

hyde an la it.
Hnl they fattened up?marked ??l-.tineh Room

on onr door.-ay
We got. sortie Red (boss netting. didn?t, have- to

pa.* a rent.
And lacked it over every Itolo and crack;

Two pulled apart the threads and let the rest
come sailing ihronr.hWe re still looking for the bole to chase them
back.

Tln*y*r«* ;iii<>n:it.#.* ami friondly. thov l:k»' to
slick a round,

In your stjiblo. billot, kiu-hon. ollico, moss:
Tlmy know no union hours -if you think thoy?ll

lot you sloop.
Vou'ro sort of S.O. T.#.--you miss your* tpioss.

Wlpmi yon crawl into your bunk and pull your
blankets round your head,

And say your ?Now 1 lay nut down lo sloop.?
Von think you fool a cootie walkin? post along

your spine?
It's a tly that just came in lo take a peep.

They make dugouts in your sugar, perb'h nobly
in your moat.

Kvory meal you drink your cafe a la moucho:
When yon open up the jam pot. they eotnc

bijxxir.a lout de suite.
And yuji wish you had an anii-lly cartouche.

Some day when we go sailing bome--'way off
in I lie live and live.

Whore war is just a something to forget.
We'll all ivniemher France for here ever-pres-

eni lly?-
"Doggone the luck, 1 he> ?re peslering me yet! "

.Mister H. Ale;ander. 2nd i-l.

LINItS ON lIIfARENO A SONG
Beloved, in the midst of halite.

Willi hoinhing planes my head above.
Ofren I think of some!liing ihai'll

Delight thee. love.

I?li at the front, near Mannish helldoni
i iflen I dream of ihee. I tiud.

No mailer whore I am. ihou'rt seldom
'hit of my mind.

A dozen limes, perhaps, per diem.
Thy vision Moods me with its light.

For instance, al the dear old Y.M.
G.A. lasi night.

A woman slag. ... It was the song Mint
Thou sangst the night I left thee. Oh

My love, how long, alas! how long that.
Has been ago!

And al! my thoughts began returning
To days ever ever I set sail.

It was a song. I think, concerning
Tim iilgil 1 inga le.

And as she sang T saw thy vision
Here at. the grim and grisly front.

And- -may i speak with some--preeision?
May 1 he Mum?

She sang . . . and thou were-not forgotten.
Though absence has been overlong.

She sang . . . and then I knew 'now rotten
Thou sangst that song.

Franklin P. Adams, Cupt., N A.

MY PAL
Wo were pals away back home, and when the

first, call came.
We chucked our Jobs together just to get. Into

the game.
We was my hankie: back at camp
On many a weary all-day tramp.

We planned the day when we would strike a
claim.

It was great to light beside him; with a terri-
fying yell.

As the shrapnel fell like rain, he?d shout, "Now,
give ?em hell;

Steady there or kid. let's go.
That?s Ihe way, stick to it, ho."

But a sniper picked him off one day?he fell.
He's still my pal; ns I.fight on. I know that he

is hy.
And ever does he urge mo on; again I hear his

cry,
"Go at 'em. Bud, now give ?em hell!?
Once more the old familiar yell?

My pal is watching, guiding, from his place on
high.

Pvt. Frank Eisonbcrg, Tel. Bn.

ITALY AMONG US
To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES

As ti newspaper worker temporarily en-
eafred in iinniher occupation, let. me express
my appreciat ion, both from a technical and
patriotic standpoint, of the paper yon are put-
ting out. Particularly. lei: me express my
approval in regard to your decision' to limit,
or eliminnle. rather, life sport page. I think
Hie papers hack home would do well to follow
your example.

1 did not lake part in the Difi push, as I
Wiis massed the morninjr of .Inly To. Hut my
company did.

I,el me say. Mr. Editor. that some of the
hravesi and best soldiers in this Army of
ours today are the sons of Italy. They have
been AVops and Dadoes to ns for years in the
Tniied Slates, lint they should he respected
brothers from now on. They are till wool .and
a yard wide, and they have a surprising con-
ception of why they are fighting. There was
a preponderance of them in my company, and
they all were volunteers. My heart sinks
when I think 1 will never see many of them
attain. Inti they shall ever live in my memory.
One. my platoon sergeant, was the personifica-
tion of faithfulness and .willingness. "Tor live
days and five nights during and after the
scrap at lnst April lie had two hours?
sleep. I tithe off my hat to him. and may Clod
speed him on his way to the greatest, reward.

rnnlon my diiirossion. but. 1 foil I must
say a word of pm iso for rho Italians, (lie
po'oplo to whom Iho Amcru-aiis havo jrivon an
insiiHicioiu mowl for sturdiness of chararrtor.
ami. in?tins Mirht. a purposefulness which can-
not la* excelled by tin* most understanding.

W. \V. Ma.ioi:. 2d. Lf.. Co, H. lnf.,
Itaso Hospital No. ;>().

HOW WE BEHAVE
To the Kditor of niK STARS ANI> STRIPKS :

Vniiv editorial about (lie forthcoming
Y.M.C.A. drive hits the nail on the head. and j
von may be sun* it, is apjiroeialed by nil of ns I
on lids side. j

It will interest you to know the kind of re-1
jmris about the A.K.F. which the Y.M.C.A.
is circiilatini: over here. In a recent lour of
ilie country Or. .John U. Mort and Mr. George
\V. I?erkins addressed great meetings. at-
lended hy liie most, inilueiit.lal men of the
country, gathered at Chicago. San Francisco.
I .os Angeles. San Antonio. Atlanta, Boston
and New York. I quote the following pnni-
grajilis from Dr. Mott's speech, delivered at
these meetings:

Bight here let me say Hint 1 resent many in-
sinuations and charges which I have seen and
hoard with reference to our American Army.

I 1 know that Army. I have seen thousands ol
! its members overseas, and I wish to say that
! there has been no army tike ibis American
i Army.

I was talking with the provost, marshal in
| one of the unnamed ports. He said to me that

j among the eight thousand men he had landed
in the previous week and had passer] through

1 Men, lie gathered only three bottles. In all
j those crowded weeks that I spent on. the other

1 v*i(> I did not see one drunken American sol-
i diet- or sailor.'

1 little later I was having luncheon with
| General Pershing, and he volunteered' this re-

j marl;, mu called for hy any statement of my
| own: he said:

j "Mr. Molt, 1 honestly believe there never has
: been an army averaging higher in character

i and oflieiency. going forward on a more im-
'\u25a0 pnrtant and animated by a more unselfish

\u25a0 spirit and higher ideals."
In an article hy a prominent Y man who

j spent six mouths at the western from, the
| author says;
| I had an interview with Bishop Brent and he
jsaid: "I have been in France many months,

| traveling all over Franco, and I have seen
j little vice and no drunkenness."

! Bishop Israel gave me jierinission to say: "I
| have been boro in France more than a year
notv and in all that time, although I have
traveled all over France. I have not seen ten
drunken soldiers."

Testimony of this sort is brought back by
practically every Y.M.G.A. man who returns
from the other side, and our organization is
ju-oud lo lie one ot the channels through which
such reports arc transmitted? to the American
people. Tliit.'ei: Baihon.

Chairman, Publicity Committee,
National War Work Council

of the Y.M.C.A.
New York, July 2k. 1!)1S.

A MOVIE SUGGESTION
To (he Editor ofTHE STARS AND STRIPES :

At it recent movie night iu_ a Y hut, the
writer's attention was called to the unusual
interest displayed in movies of an educational
character.

Soldiers from the States are arriving at
tins camp weekly and those of us who are
sporting one or two service stripes have
noticed a woeful lack of knowledge regarding

A PLEASANT DREAM

military courtesy to the officers of the armies
lighting with ns.

It is the writer's thought ihat, much could
lie taught to our soldiers, both in training in
the Slates and over bore, by the use of an
educational film to lie shown in Y huts, a film
which would show a group of American sol-
diers saluting in the correct manner, not only
when encountering officers, hut also on the
occasion of attendance at military functions.

Sot. P. D. Fonn. Aero Srplu.

CALORIES AND SUCH
To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIVES :

To bo of value and to play his part in this
groat game, a man must, ho in good physical
condition. If he is not in good condition, ho
ceases to ho an asset and becomes a liability.
Having had several years of experience in the
manufacture of foods. T think that some
changes in a few of the articles in our diet
would he the meajis of turning many men
from liabilities into assets.

There are 1G elements in our body?these
same 10 elements are in the soil. Remove one
element, and nothing will grow. A farmer
puts back into the soil in the form of ferti-
lizer those elements which the crop of the
year previous had removed.

Onr body is continually using up the ele-
ments in our body. The only way they ean
ho replaced is through our food. If we fail
to teed ourselves any of these elements, some-
thing is' going to happen. The doctors can-
not supply ns with the elements in medicine
form, as the body will not absorb them in
inorganic form.
If the pneumonia germ is stronger than our

body, wo get, pneumonia. If we got hit and
the blood is in good condition and the hone
has sufficient, calcium, etc., it will mend quick-
ly and properly, or If we are gassed, nature
has the materials to rebuild quickly and
strongly. Thus, a -man's stay in a hospital
may be considerably shortened. Multiply this
by thousands and it is easily seen what an
important part our food will play in this war.

White bread, while rice, white sugar, re-fined* corn it>enl. ole., -are robbed of their most
important elements ?the mineral elements?-
in the process of refining. Chickens fed on
white broad exclusively have died quicker than
chickens which were starved. A Japanese
surgeon was made a baron during the Russo-
Japanese war for findings which showed that
white rice as a main diet caused heri-bori. Ex-
periments conducted by our own Array sur-
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MAN POWER
Tlicv said that tie- day of the individual

! in win 1 was done, that flic a ire of 1 In* hero
i Mas over, that in tin- si metric of the Iwi'n-
i liclh century only mull it udiumis masses
| counted or could even he discerned in the
'conflict, tlial, on the halt lefields of tile
; world, the opposin'.' armies were hut. iriant

: machines will) each human an infinitesi-
? mid. inconsiderahlecoir. To those watching

: from d.OOO miles away, it seemed as if
i only the ?ralhiMt ehasse pilots dartin';

; lonely across the perilous skies had in-
i lierited the jrlory that used to he.
I All this they said, and more. It is not
! t rue.

THE STARS AND STRIPES, G 2, A.E.F., 1 !
Rue den Italians, Paris, France. Telephone, I
Gutenberg 12.93. Those so fortunate (hat their work takes

(hem to the front know it is not true.
There they see that, in every branch of tin;
service, from the chaplains to the men of
ihil ration details, war today calls for?-
and receives--as much individual initia-
tive. as shining a personal eottra<;e as ever
the marvelling world saw at Titermopyhe.
at Halaklava, at Missionary liidire. There
every hour they see some matt no one ever
heard of before reveal a hla/.ine display of
hifrh valor that liirhts up like some most
potent dare the black nil'll! of war.

And this newspaper is doili}' some serv-
ice if. by recordin'; from time to time the
missm.i; of such gallant spirits as Captain
Leahy or Private Scott, it reminds all its
friends behind the lines that the Yank
and his brothers of the Allied Armies are
no cue-,, that on the Somme and the Vesle
and the Piave this war is beinir foutrlit
and won?-bv men.

FKIDAV. ACCrsT PtlS,

The net paid circulation of Till"'
STAb?S A\l) STIfIPFS I'nr the isme of
Au.irust lii. IdlS. was 1 S:|.fil>!l. an increase
of over the previous week.

THE FIRST ARMY
The First Army, A.K.F.. has been

formed. In other 'words. a ore.at
American combat force is in the field as
an on,r ani/",l. unilied operatin'; mass.

What that means to those of our'
friends who have watched the detailed
process of constructin'' the A.F.F. into:
a fiohtioo nrira ui/at ion with ample bases,
of supply siml ample supplies in them;
?and well ouarded lines of eommuniea- '\u25a0
tioii that stretch across three thousand j
miles of sea. all of us can. in some'
measur
friends with that same spirit of jiMili
able pride which it instils in ns.

THE BATTLE OF THE OURCQ
lint what does it ne-an to (lerniany V iNot mind. simply because we :\u25a0 r* \u25a0 f

Americans. hut in tin 1 a.hsl ract. because
WC I'l'pi'i'M'l!! so 111111 \u25a0 ! 1 lifW Allied 1 1 1 <>( MI . !

Till 1 ( iennan tlovernmenl promised I
the (lermau people that the derision
\u25a0would In- reached in I!MS. The reason
for reaehhu; a decision this year was'
based, as everybody in Germany knew.'
on the necessity for deliverin'; the knock-'
out blow, liy sheep- weioht of mnnhers. \u25a0
before the m-w Allied hlood. represented.;
tts it happened, by American troops icould hi"'infused into her enemy's ranks.;

(iermany tried to reach that decision.:
She tried it before American units had :
become strono ami coherent enoiiL?h to j
be ciV'-ctive in the field. She tried it |
afraid. She tried it indirectly against'
Italy laronoh the medium of Austrian J
troops. She tried it yet ao.aiii in the'
west, this lime heinir opposed hy Ameri-\u25a0'
can troops in numbers siillicient to count.;

Then the huire salient she had creeled:
on the Marne was pricked and collapsed I
like a bubble. Then l-?reneli and ISritish 1
dented in the other irr,-at bidfie that |
lunifr over I?aris. .Men and onus in vast j
((iianlities fell into Allied hands. Hut,
it was not only men and trims that (!er-|
many lost. She yielded to the Allies that i
priceless trump card of war. the initiative.'.

Shortly after one triumphant but
slifrhlly soiled reiriment came out of the
line near the Onrei|. all hut one j'mal suit
of underwear was drawn in the process of
rehabilitation. Then, under a shelterin';
It in a rain-drenched wood, the ma.ior
!eadin;.r one battalion was discovered in
warm and nnseemlv controversy with a
private.

Tin* l)uiii? ul 1 i-oiiti-nlioii was the last
precious pair of clean drawers. Who
should havi- tliriii '\u25a0

'l'iir desirable drowns changed hands
srvrral limrs in the course of the argn-

Those waleliintr from a distanee
saw a l'ikhl many impassioned {gestures.
They heard, we do not reefret to say. some
profanity.

l-?iiiaHy the major emerged victorious.
The private got the drawers.

SPANKING THE CROWN PRINCE
Applying tin* Slipper of ('ivilization.

Hi'' AMii's have *1 * * 111? their Ix?st 11i
tin l lust four years In make (In* (Jernian
Crown Prince :i fairly <!i*i-i*ul lioy hy
spaiikiiiir him at i*vi*i *y opportunity.

They first laid him across their knee tit
till* openimr Util til* of tin* .Marne tuul ad-
ministered one of tin* soundest spankings
of till 1 iMn*. Ijjit i*r on. mI Verdun. tin* Slip-
pi*r of Civilization dosi-ondod airain with
tellinir physical effect. In his hist Marne
drivi*. the Allios airain lot tin* slippor play
:i Imsy tattoo for tin* frond of tin* world.

In spito of till this porsonal and e\ten-
siv<* elitistisomont, (ho Crown I?rinoo is one
ofllioso had hoys beyond roform. Tin* Al-
lios, hy proper tind oonstant application
of tho slipper, have done their host to
make him lit to live with. Kill ho is ap-
parently beyond till reformation.

There seems to he nothing left to do
except lift hint jrontly hy the sornlf of his
thin neelc and drop hint in his roll. There,
hack of the iron liars. In* ean still dream of
an open road to Paris and the wine oel-
larsof I*?ranee until his keeper arrives and
wakes him up to partake of his frn.iral

i llletil.

The nvatjon of the First Army, then. 1
means two thimrs. It means that Anierieaj
lias heenme a fotve to he eonnteil upon, to I
he reekmieil with. And as ti natural enrol-j
Itiry. it im-an-. tliat (lermany, foiled ini
five months of hitter ;iltlitiiitr. with only!
three o.iod li*_d:i imr months left Iter he fore I
a winter --ets in that will he irrievoits t( ,!
her peoph*. has not only not won tho de-1eision. but is no nearer to it than she was j
before. i

(lermany is not beaten, but never has']
she eome so elose p, iidmit 1 iiiir in tin-
words of her own month, that her defeat]
w;is not only posMhle but, unless 101S.
conld hriiiy a decision, virtindlv certain. ;

THE MIDDLEMEN
Tleretifler every arliele whieh the

Anieriean Ked Cress *rives to meinhers of
the A.K.F.. will hear the following seal :

LOOK PLEASANT, PLEASE
Tin* A:ucri«*;m lm.\s lire camped m*:ir us. and

tlifV a!«* a line 1«: tnf chaps. WV i?cl on lip-lnp
\\ui» ?ilifin, Tlwiv aw a Id of auachcd 10
the New Xca hi nders. and yon would think they
wei*«* tip foncfhcr. ihc New landers
and ihe Sammies, they .yet on so well together.
And i«n,? ? it f?nm me. Max. they are the din-
km:i stuff. too of course. tlie\ are new to this
Kame of war and espeetally trench warfare, hnt
wait mini they j»e; exjn-ienco. iho same as llie
rest nf us, and they will do me.

?(lift of the Anieriean people through
the .Anieriean h'ed Cross to (hose in
service

The Ked (Toss thereby stales that it is
only the middleman, the asrenl of the
American people, who are the real {rivers,
and the servant of the enlisted man.

So. too. are all those other societies?-
Y.M.C.A.. K. of C.. Salvation Army, any
tind all of them- whieh for want of a
belter title we {jrnnp tetreiher and (?till
relief oriranizaiems. i[f someone can
think of a heller title, those societies and
this newspaper tvonhl be irivaily oblijredA

So. 100. when it comes to that, are all
the commissioned oftleers of the Fnited
States Army- -the aireiils of the people,
the servants of the enlisted man.

This tribute Crum :i N?ew Zealander ill
tln* front, contained in ;i li'tti.?V to ini Eng-
lish friend. disproves tlit* adage that lis-
teners never licnr good of tlieinselves. Of
i-ourse. we 1 1 ;ivo llie friend's permission to
lislen ;iml !o reprodnee one of 11n' finest
little eompliinenis tlie A.K.l?. Ims lind to
nine.

ll is so obviously sincere. genuine,
lieiirl felt mid enthusiastic 1, that, just this
once, we art 1 willin'.;- in forgive the writer
for ealliiiir us Sammies'.

AUSTRIA
What is going on in Austria :

BEATING HISTORY TO IT

The Allied High ('nmniand undoubted-
ly knows, so far as anybody can be said
to know, for it is doubtful if Austria her-
self knows exactly whither she is drifting,
or when and how she will get there.

There has been an Austrian ??crisis"
for months. -It has been reflected in cab-
inet changes that have followed each oth-
er, smash upon smash, until even the
young emperor must be hard put to it to
remember who his prime minister is.

It is reflected in anti-German uprisings
in Bohemia, bread riots in populous cities,
daring words spoken in lugh places as
well as on the street corners of Vienna.

The Declaration of Independence was
dimed on .Inly 4. ITTti.

The German armies began the invasion
\u25a0if Belgium on August ?2. 191-1.

The Lusitania was torpedoed on May T
Ihid.

The United Slates declared war on
Germany on April C, 1917.

These dittos tire given not because they
may have any special connect ion one with
the other, not as a lesson in history, not to
settle a hot between A and B.

They .ire given for the benefit of anyone
wearing more than two service chevrons.

They are given for the very special and
particular benefit of a member of the
A.E.E. who was seen the other day wear-
ing six service chevrons.

Rarely has history shown such a scone
of inward turmoil and conflict, of a nation
at war within itself, considerably, at. cuts
\u25a0with its ally, and very much at outs with
the rest of the world. If it. did not deserve
everything that has happened to it, and
must still happen to it, it: would ijJmosHill
us with an emotion akin to the pity which

Perhaps he is celebrating the surrender
of German Southwest Africa, or the cap
tnrc of Grandisea by the Italians, or the
evacuation of Prxeinysl by the Russians.
We see by our war diary that all those
things occurred around three years ago.

MU'ill

To till! Editor ofTHE STABS AND STRIPES:
Why are the Gormans culled Bodies?
Gong before the United States entered the

war. I asked a Gorman of my acquaintance
in an American city that question. lie replied
very gravely that it was a ?lighting name."
equivalent to the very worst name one man
can call another in America, and that since
tins French seemed to have forgotten the
origin, the German people were not disposed
lo recall it for the benefit of literary people,
but they would revenge themselves just the
same for the insulting epithet.

lie added that his fattier had been an officer
in the German army during the occupation of
Paris in the war of 1870-71. and, had told
him about it. I could get nothing more out
of him.

When we finally got into the war I became
more curious as to the origin, of the name
and asked numbers of people in France, all
of whom merely shrugged their shoulders smd
said it was a term always applied to Germans
and everything German. That standard of
classified knowledge in France, Petit - La-
ronsse. says it was probably derived from a
German word, Albosciic. meaning a dull wilted,
heavy sort of- man.

Finally, I was billeted with a Frenchman
who possessed -, an encyclopedic dictionary,
with a dare showing that his edition was
printed in the early ?SO's. Him I asked and
lie looked up the word, finding that it was
Parisian slang for ?libertine."

This got us both interested and we visited
an old retired French array oliieer. who told
ns that the'word is derived from the French
word bnmbnohcur. which indicates a man
of rather loose habits, as shown in Elwoll's
Dictionary; bamhochrimr. meaning a loose
girl. In Cassell?s New French Dictionary.
humbochcnr is defined as ?libertine."

However, a number of Frenchmen have told
me Unit a bumbocbcur is not a libertine, being
merely a rather gay young chap. They say
licit hamborhciisc docs not stand for a bad
woman, but merely for a woman out for a
good time and not. so careful of her reputa-
tion as site should be.

This old French officer, however, said that
about tin; time of the Franeo-Prussian war
in 3570-71. the word "boehe." derived from
haiiihochnir. bad a very distinct meaning.

WHY WE SAY ?BOCHE?
ft implied a libertine of the very, lowest; and
most abandoned type and, for all ho knows,
it may be so used today in certain circles of
Parisian low life. Ho said that the habits
of tiie majority of the German officers in Paris
were such that the name-described them ex--
actly and that Germany owes the word
boche? (spelled, you see, in the French and"
not in the Gorman way) to the representa-
tives of Prussian militarism and junkerisni.
who had their feet for a time on the necks
of the French people.

This meaning for the word ?boche" supplies
the American .soldier with an epithet which
describes a man as he is. without reference
to accidental occurrences in the family his-
tory. A Boche is a boclie because lie would
rather ho a boclie than ho decent. It: is a
good word and sounds better than several
other words now used as ?cuss words." and.
being pregnant with meaning, should he in-
corporated in the Englisli-Aniorican language
as capable of definition in a family dictionary,
yet witli numerous attributes well understood.
Hereafter, our dictionaries can say: "Boche.
A depraved type of man.?

IN VKSTIGATOII.

[This is very likely the true explanation of
tlie origin of ?boclie.? There is at. least one
oilier, however, which lias as logical a his-
tory. In the days of the Franeo-Prussian
war. the Parisian gamin used "hoche" as. a
termination in slangifying his daily speech,
much in the manner of our own "hog Latin."
Thus, aVcmand, only one of any number of
words to ho so used, became ulbnr.hr. and the
Gormans of that day were called that. Tatter,
as slang styles changed, the trick was forgot-
ten. lint uJhnrhc, subsequently shortened to
hoche, still survived. It: took the present: war
to make it eternal. The termination probably
worked itself into the Parisian vocabulary
through the fearful and wonderful unjot deft
loiicbcrbon.t. the dialect of the Parisian
butchers, which is as clear to an ordinary
Frenchman as real French is to a Yank who
lias just stepped off a transport. It is interest-
ing to note (purely as a coincidence, for (lie

words have no etymological significance! that
the German word hnshaf! means spiteful, and
the word ISnshril malice.? Eurrou.l

gcons in the Philippines verify this, besidesiioing rubbed of its valuable mineral elements,
corn meal is often bleached with sulphur
dioxide. A German sen raider was forced to
put into a Virginia port: because her crow
came down with heri-heri. caused by a main
diet of potatoes, meat, while bread and coffee.

Where fresh vegetables and fruits are
scarce, great care must be used in the feed-
ing of troops. Cnsnlphnrized Harbadoes mo-
lasses should he used in place of corn syrup
(glucose). Glucose not alone lacks nourishment,
hut food authorities delude its being harmful.

Our luml-tack should he made of whole
wheat: our rice should lie brown. An increase
in tlie issue of dates, figs and raisins I be-
lieve would lie followed by au increase in (he
health of the men.

The caloric theory hits proved itself a fail-
ure. A man can bo starved to death feeding
him double the amount, of calories that scien-
tists toll us the body needs. If the hotly only
needed calories, we could chew gun cotton and
drink gasoline.

Infantryman-, N.A.

SENDING IT HOME
To the Editor of THE .STARS AM > STRIVES;

Is it necessary to pay postage on copies of
THE STARS AND STRIVES which members
of the A.E.F. desire to send to their homos
in America?

Some A.V.O.'s demand payment of postage,
Olliers do not.

Furthermore, all men before embarking for
overseas are told to leave all their postage
stamps in the United States, as they-will have
no need of them. If it now proves necessary
to pay postage on the ollicial paper of the
overseas forces, the statement, is somewhat
misleading.

W. \V.. Ist: l.ieul., F. A.

[lf THE STARS AND STRIVES Is sent: In
an ordinary newspaper wrapper, it is neces-
sary to pay postage on it. If. however. It Is
folded and put into an envelope, it. is then
permitted to go as a soldier's or officer's
letter.?Editor.]

WELL, CAN YOU?
To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:

See if you can catch Capt. Cook kicking
cute cooties ?cross khaki cricket coats.

F.M.H.D., F.A.
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