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Years tmzﬁ now when boys and girls will
‘Where once the blue-clad poilus fought

A gray-haired grand-ptre, on his homeward way,
Shall eall the little children to his side.

play
and died,

TO THE MARNE—RIVER OF LIBERTY

Then, for the time, they'll cease their frolic gay
‘While grand pere's eres search back to days of yore,
And he shall tell of that September day
. When France, brave France, saved Liberty once more.

GERMANY’S PRIDE
FIRST HUMBLED
FOUR YEARS AGO

Battle of the Marne Saw
Forty Years’ Plotting
Set at Naught

THREE PHASES IN DEFEAT

Castelngu’s  Resistance, Maunoury’s
Turning Movement, Foeh's Dive
Through Gap Each Essential

Four years ago today began the criti-
¢al hours of that monstrous invasion of
¥rance which the Germans had been
planning for 40 covelous vears and for
which they had been heavily equipping
their huge army through three years of
socret preparation.

It was their plan—-and their quite rea-
sonable expectation- to nullify France
with one swift blow before Russii could
mobilize, then to turn and destroy Rus-
sin  before the vasi, world-scattered
forces of the British Empire could even
begin to tell.

What tore that pian to tatters, what
saved France and England and America,
what spared our civilization from an ob-
literation ag dreadrul and complete as
if the glacial ice of the Arctic had once
more slipped down across the face of
the carth, was the outcome of the Itirst
Battle of the Marne, It is that battle
whose anniversary we observe today,
and of which the heartening tale will
be told as long as the high-held torch
of France illumines the world. .

THE GERMAN ADVANTAGE

The Germans entered the Battle of the

Marne with all the advantagze of the
initiative, with all the sustaining ex-

ultance that ¢an be horn of sunecess un-
broken and unprecedented. They en-
tered the battle better trained, better
equipped, and ahbove all, far more .nu-
merous. Though the French armies were
augmented by the valiant British con-
tingent. which, under Sir John French,
had made the epic retreat from Mons,
vhe Allled forces in France on Septem-
ber 6, 1514, stood with relation to the
Jerman host as five stands to some-
thing legs than eight and more than
sceven—say seven and o halr.

Yol the Germians lost the Battle of
the Marne. ‘They lost it because they
were Germans, becise, in their over-
whelming pride, they underestimated
the strength of “decadent” France, over-
reached themselves and, being thorough
but plodding thinkers, could oot read-
just themselves in Lime.

The French won the Battle of the
Marne because they were French, for it
took French courage to gamble splen-
didly as they must gamble who would
cmploy coolly such strategy as Joffre
ciployed. And it -took such pecullarly
I'rench rapidity of intuition and action
as General Foch display od to detect and
rush the gap which, on September 9,
appeared in the German line and which
lost to Germany tho stakes she was
piaying for.

Vhile the chance I'rance took was the
only one that could have saved her trom
defeat, her game was so hazardous that
men’s minds, haunted as they had been
by Impending doom and shocked beyond
utlerance by the all unfamiliar spectre
ol universal war, felt then and feel now
the presence on that battlefleld of the
fizure of Fate, and, as the tide of batfle
turned, were brought fo their knees in
unaccustomed praver the world

7 around.

“YTore the new siege

THE GERMAN PLAN

The German plan was 1o sweep down
into the Paris basin-- piath of invaders
sinece time Immemorial- and there on-
velop the French army. encircling it
in another Sedan or splitting it in half,
with the Idea of destroving one part
and surrounding the other. The plan
was grandiose, but, since the Belginn
forts had proved but houses of cards be-
guns, it was emi-
nently feasible. Indeed, it came within
an ace of working. :

The ¥rench plan, matured through
the long, anxious years when French
generals were contemplating the inevit-
able Invasion by i conscienceless and
bulkier neighboor, was 1o pit against the
invader, a fraction ot the Freneh foree,
to let that fraction retreat deliberately
belore the cnemy, drawing him on, ex-
tending his lines, and then, with an
extra army boldly held out for the pur-
pose, 1o strike him with sudden concen-
tration where his outsirunyg army was
feeblest.

Now it was the essential weakness of
the German strategy that they gullibly
misread as a helpless and exhausted
rout what was really the canny and en-
tirely premeditated retreat of the French
from the Sambre to the Marne. The dis.
position of the French reserves, the in.
gonious shifting of troops and their as-
sembly at the peint of the intended
counter-offiensive. the calmness of Mar-
shal Joffre's daily orders as they are
read now in retrospect, would prove- -
were proof needed--how intentional was
cevery French move behind the veil ot
dust and smoke which was all the agon-
ized world could sce that first Septem-
ber week.

. The Germans ventured on their en-
velopment of the Freneh left in the
happy belief that they had alveady en.
anged all the French forces.

They did
not know that. gathered quictly before
Parig, was the unexpected Sixth Army,

waiting for them to make just that
move under General Maunoury., waiting
to strike their unprotected flank, drive
in behind them and cut them off.

THE GERMAN ERRCR

The Germans, then, in September, -
1814, were “misinfiormed as to the:
French reserves.” Does the phrase
sound strangely familiar? Have you

heard it lately? IMave you read the
bewlildered speculation of the mneuntral
eritics as to where Generad Foch had
heen hiding the {forces with which he
began to strike in July of this year?

1t is to the mistaken German assump-
tion that the Allied defense of March,
April and May, 1918, had exhausted the
Allied reserves that the German military
c¢ritiecs now lay the present German dis-
aster. History repeated itself in more
ways than one in the Second Battle of
the Marne. It is the weakness of a
complacent and arrogant people to make
Just that miscalculation. It i8 just such
pride as this which goeth before a fall.
The two defeats the Germans had met
along the Marne arose out of the heart
of the German character.

In the First Battle of the Marne, a
triuniphant German army of perhaps
75 divisions was pitted against the Al-
lied Army, largely French, of no more
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The far-flung field of the Marne, showing the theaters of the three great phuee of the battle that swept the Hun back to the Aisne.

sickle-shaped
What hap-

than &1 divisions, on a
battle line 120 miles long.

pencd was briefly this. The extreme
Freneh right, defending Nancy, though
thinly  held, resisted with such stub-

bornness that the Germans mistakenly
assumed the bulk of the French forces
were tied up there,

This led them to order von Kluck, on
their own extreme right, to encircle the
French left before Paris, never dream-
ing that an exird and unaccounted-for
French army was waliting to cut in be-
hind them if they did so. The German
center, which was pressing furiously in
an effort to split the ¥rench line, had to

lean to the west to help out the sore-
beset von Kluek,
THROUGH THE GAP
This mancuver so  reinforced von

Kluck that his assailants had a hard
time or i, but in the leaning process,
a hole, a flssure, a gap was caused in
the German center.

A part of their line was left bare. It
was i little as though the Imperfal Ger-
man Staff had been playving a game of
crack the whip with a human whip 120
miles long and, by a slip in the hand-
clasp at one link, the ¢nd of the whip
had broken off. The momnent the break
occurred-—-it wasg the afiernoon of Sep-
tember 9—General Foch, commanding
the French Ninth Army at
drove his brilliant 42nd Division through
the gap. That wedge broke the Ger-
man lne, and the rattled army of in-
vaders retreated at full speed to the
north, there to dig themselves in and
fight out with ever diminishing hopes a
war they had hoped and expected to
win before the first snowfall,

That retrcat yvielded up two-thirds of
the new-won territory.  France was
saved, 8o, in those fateful days from
September § to September 10 was all
that fabric of Iaws, art, language,
toms, and standards, that complex of
democratic lm- which we call civiliza-
tion.

It is idle to su_\'.‘.ts speculative eritics
do, that it was General Castelnaun's re-
sistance before Nancy or General Maun-
oury’s turning movement or General
Foch's blow through the gap that won
the Battle of the Marne. Iuach phase
drew essential strength from the other
two.

THE THREE MAIN PHASES

On a great and intricate battle line,
such interplay must be present. * It was
s0 In the Sccond Battle of the Marne.
Whit won it? Will you say it was Gen.
eral Gouraud’s resistance in Champagne
or General Mangin’s attack south of
Solssong, which took its cue from that
resistance?  Neither one nor the other.
Both.

‘Though that 120 miles knew no such
luxury as a quiet sector, the battle as a
sider, in this
the blow struck bhefore
wedee driven by Foch in the center.

It was on the night of September
that the French

H
Armies, retreating tLo-
ward Paris, like a door swinging back
on a hinge at Verdun, received this
famous message from Marshal Joffre:
“The hour has come to hold fast at

whatever cost and to be killed rather
than give way.”

And this order:

“At the moment of engaging in a

battle on which the safety of our coun-
try depends, it is important to recall to
all that the moment has passed for look-
ing backward. Every effort should be
made to attack and drive the enemy
back. A body of soldiers that can ad-
vance no further should, at whatever
cost, hold the ground taken and die
rather than withdraw from it. In the
present circumstances, no weakening
whatever can be tolerated. I look to
eich oflicer and soidier, despite the
sUff and heroic fighting of recent days,
to do his duty fully even to his last
breath. Everything depends on the re-
sult tomorrow.”

That “tomorrow™
1914,

THE BATTLE OF NANCY

The first phase, the foundation of the
suecess scored on September 9, may be
said to have begun on August 31, when
the Crown Prince’s army of no less thian
vight corps—say a third of
men—began  itg  fruaitless assaults
that chain of wooded hills which
French call the Grand Couronné
which serve as a shield to Nancy.

The Germans wanted to cut across
those hills because such a cut would
shorten to one-sixth the haul of their
'Isum)lies then being lugged laboriously
around by way of Belgium. They com-
mitted so large a traction of their forces
to the task because they had been
tricked into believing that there the
French were mostly massed. They were

wis September 6,

the
and

soing by way of Nancy, because the
shorter reute by way of Verdun had

proved impassable, so quickly had Gen-
el Sarrait learned the lesson of Liége
tand Namur and shifted the guns from
| their fixed posts to movable points
laround the fortress.

It has been s=aid that General Castel-
nau met the assault on the Grand Cou-
ronné with only five divisions, that the
hottest attack was met and repulsed by
a single batialion. Certainly the re-
gistance deceived the Germans into be-
lieving that even if they could not pass,
at least they were pinning in the ecast
cnough of the Frenceh force to make it
sare for von Kluck., 120 miles away, to
.begin the ambitious development.

The blow at Nancy had almost spent
itself when the night of the 5th brought
the famous general order and the news
that the resistance had served its pur-
pose, that the counter-offensive was
ready to begin. The next day, though
already the German losses had been ap-
palling, the Kaiser wuas waiting behind
the lines, still hoping for his grand entry
into Nancy—the Kaiser, all dressed up
and nowhere to go. But that was the

cus- |

the cenmer,”

whole can be best understood if you con- |
order, merely the threel
main phases, the resistance in Lorraine, ]
Paris and the:

W million
on ;

end. After one final, furious assault,
the attack petered out and the Kaiser
went back to Metz.

THE BATTLE OF THE OURCQ

The news wkich sent him back fo Metz
was the news that von Kluek's army had
been struck from behind by an unex-
pected TFrench force, appearing f{rom
nowhere. Thiat blow was the climax of @
series of operations that went back to
the 2nd of September, Sedan Day of
bitter memory. On that day, the Ger-
man right bad reached a position rough-
ly described by the Compiegne-Senlis
line, and from there started to swing
down behind the Allied left.

By noon of September 5, the mass of
von Kluck's forces—three corps at least
were south of the Marne. The Allied
plan was to have the DBritish contingent
engage them there, pin them there,
while the French Sixth Army under
Maunoury should cut in behind.

This Sixth Army, then fully four di-
visiong in strength and due to increase
to eight by rapidly arriving reinforce-
ments, was all for an Immediate blow.
The British advised a delay of 24 hours
as necessary. There will alwavs be
divergent views as towhether the
French moved Loo quickly, the English
too slowly. At all events, the French
struck hard at noon on September 5,
and von Kluck was able (o bring back
his forces to meet them.

ﬁh ? m itish joined in, though
GeRers ] ni from Paris reinforced

General us
G et

of. a thou he movement was
threatened mul

u ire in itself.
But it <elre puxpow in the en-
semble.af “th c‘- It compelled thie

drirtled von Kluck to call 1o the east
for reinforcements, the draft on the
German lHne weakened its center and
opened there the gap which was its un.
doing. When the French forces, after a
day of furious and critical fighiing on
the 9th, faced the enemy al dawn on
the 10th, they found the enems in full
retreat.  Fifty miles to the east, Gen.
eral Foch had driven through.

LA FERE CHAMPENOCISE

Il¢ had driven through in what is
sometimes calledethe battle of La Fére
Champenoise, conquered on the 10th,
and serving as French headquarters be-
fore the 10th was over. General Foch
commanded the French center in the
retreat from Charleroi, and he possessed
a numerically inferior force of no more
than three corps to oppose the Saxon
army and the Prussian Guards. When
news came from the west that some-
thing had gone amiss with von Kluek’s
turning movement, the German center,
beginning on the §th, made one furious
effort to smwash through the French

Have
youn
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Prospectus France

th his famous line |-

center, and you must picture General
TFoch as slowly giving way while he
waited for some chance, a ghost of a
chance, to seize the counter-offensive.

“Since they are smashing us with
such fury, it must be because their
business is going badly elsewhere,” he
reported cheerfully, “and they are try-
ing to make up for it.”

It was on the afternoon of that criti-
cal September 9—a day of unforgettable
heat and strain—that his chance came,
that he saw the gap which had clumsily
yawned in the line of the iamous
Guards. e saw and struck.

“They have smashed in my left; the_v
have smashed in my right; in the cen”
fer it is I who am doing the smashing.”

So ran his famous report to his chief.
So, on that September 9, was struck the
swift, stupefying blow that forced the
whole German reireat and destroyed
utterly the German plan which, a fort-
night before, had seemed so certain of
success.

CUR FLAG

The Star-Spangled Banner

Is more than a flag

With its colors of heavenly hue.
The White is God's L.ight,

Which lends usg aright,

While the Red {8 the blood

I'roin the hearts of the brave:
The Stripes, the straight path
That our boys marched to save
Our motherg and sweethearts nand You.
And the Stars, the bright diadem
Crowning the T'rue,

As their spirits float on

in the depths of the lue.

We wonder what variety of strategic ro-
treat it will he when the Hun finally drops
back to IBeriin?

Is there any
AMERICAN BARBER SHOP
in Paris?

Yes, there is a very good one with
American reclining Barber Chairs

GUILLON

Boulecard des Capuciies
(near the Place de I'Opéra)

When in

LLONDON

You will Stay at the

WALDORF
'HOTEL

Aldwych, Strand

As in the days of

cn 50 in the
days of war, 1t is the

o boest and the

most economical Hotel in the
West End.

E. LUCARINI
Late of the Hotel Lotti, Paris, General Manager
Trurerans : WALDORFIUS, LONDON

ASK FOR THEM !

ALL BOOKSTORES

"MANUAL ror SOLDIERS i FRANCE b

by G. RUFFIER

MANUAL s “WAR-WOMEN" s FRANCE §

by G. RUFFIER
QND Y. M.C. A CANTEENS

(3 FRANCS)

(3 FRANCS)

[ L°EDITTON FRANCAISE ILLUSTREE, 30, Rue de Provence. PARIS J

AMERICAN

bk’\l’.’[ READY-TO-WEAR TUNICS

with every articlo of

WAR EGQUIPMENT.

TRENCH WARMS
TUNICS AND BREECHES
OVERCOATS
WEATHERPROOFS
FLEECE UNDERCOATS
LEATHER BELTS
HAVERSACKS
INSIGNIA, etc.

BEST QUALITY

At Reasonable Prices.

BURBERRYS

Military Outfitters
8 Boulevard Malesherbes, PARIS

Supply

OFFICERS

INSIST ON ﬂl IUI‘BE!RYS LaweL

Special Branch at TOURS

38 Rue Nationale

wwhore largo stocks of Military Equipments may be found.

AND BREECUHES A SPECIALITY

EXCEPT THE COSTUME

Scotty—kilt and all—was getlting an
eyeful of the big movement that goes
on every Sunday at a cestain great
French railroad station.

“Hello. Scotty,” said a big, smiling
doughboy, as he gripped the, plaid one’s
hand; “you from the Highlands?”

Yes,” said Scotty, “Highland Park,
Detroit.” .
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