
STEEP MONTSEC,
HUN GIBRALTAR,

A REAL ANTHILL
Fortress That Vanished

With Salient Swept
Whole Region

COMFORTABLE AND SECURE

One Yank Sergeant Stormed Bas-
tion All Alone Last Winter

and Spent Night on It

On a. spring-like night in January,
.10JS, a brigade of American Infantry
fielded down for the first time in the
mud of those Lorraine trenches which
have since become known in every Amer-
ican homo as the old home sector ?north-
west of Toul.? They were so posted
that in the morning they could see the
woods and valleys and the church spires
of many of those villages through which,
less than eight months later. American
troops were to make a triumphant rush
in pursuit of retreating German divi-
sions. . , .

The brigade which, in the midnight
rain and darkness, took over that sector
in readiness for the charge which has
marked September 12 bright red in the
American calendar filed into the old
familiar trenches, muddy as over. They
took those as their point of departure
rather than those (reaches, dug slightly
U> (?no roar, to which the American line
had boon withdrawn in that skirmish
known as (he Rattle of Soiehoprey.

Before January?us long ago. indeed,
as last, October?American troops had
fought, sandwiched with the French, in
the region of Einville. At Einville fell
the. first American killed in action. Rut
tliis lino northwest of Toul was the first
front of our own. our own home sector.

A German Gibraltar
As the first Tanks to take possession

there swept with their field glasses the
devastated land before them, what rose
ominous to the eye in the clear January
air was that, sleet), bristling hill some
four kilometers to the northwest. Itwas
flic hill the French call Montscc, because
its abrupt crest: rises dry and sandy from
what, used to be one of the fairest and
most; fruitful vineyards in all Lorraine.

Montsec. with its 330 meters, was
forbidding enough in itself. Through
the four vears of (heir unwelcome ten-
anev, the Germans had so fortified and
armored It. that it rose a very Gibraltar
in (lie line from Switzerland to the sea.
To storm it from the front or even to
surround and take it from the roar
would, the newly-arrived Yankees knew
very well, be a most, bloody task if the
assailants were stubbornly and heroic-
ally mot, by such a garrison as the dis-
embowelled old hill could easily shelter.

Yet in the early morning of Septem-
ber 12 the Yankee troops, sweeping non-
chalantly past: the hill, learned from
their equally nonchalant French friends
on the left that a reconnoitcring squad
had mounted Montsec with carelessly
slung Rosalies.

Tt had found the gun pits deserted,
the tunnels echoing hollowly, the observa-
tion posts abandoned. It had found no
living creature on all Montsec, save one
affable internationalist, setter, now vari-
ously known as Fritz and Montsec, and
four blinking rabbits, penned against
a shortage in rations.

Tunnels, Tunnels Everywhere
A disembowlod hill! There is no other

word for such a human anthill as the
Germans made of the famous Lorraine
mountain.

Everywhere within the hill run tun-
nels, some well paved and shored, some
hollowed out In slovenly fashion, depend-
ing on the caliber of the resident troops
who did the work. Tunnels entering
from the bottom and meeting tunnels
from the top. Tunnels opening out into
underground chanters, some fitted up as
barracks, some as kitchens, some as mess
halls, some as pantries, some as arsenals.
Tunnels connecting the various machine
gun posts, of which 12 pointed towards
the Allied line. Tunnels screened against
the chance observer. You might walk
nnito a way up the hill without suspect-
ing any subterranean life unless you hap-
pened to spot a smokestack protruding
unexpectedly from the ground.

Equipped with shell-proof quarters,
with ammunition, guns and food sup-
plies, boasting, besides its signal points,
a fine wireless station, supplied with
water and electric light brought from
afar, Montsec was as self-supporting and
Impregnable a fortress as one often secs
In these days of sandbag fortifications.

Comfort the Watchword
Also. It was comfortable. Each obser-

vation point and each machine gun post
within the hill has its platform, its chair,
and its speaking tube for easy communi-
cation with its next-door neighbor. Com-
fortable beyond words are the officers?
quarters, the row of little cottages on
the German side of the hill, a hill so
abrupt, that no shell could ho dropped
on that side. If it missed scraping the
top, it would inevitably fall far over in
the valley beyond.

These quarters were fitted out with
wcll-stoekcd pantries, cosy stoves, well-
tended kitchen gardens, where cabbages
abounded everything calculated to
warm the heart of a moss sergeant.
There was only one form of discomfort.
This form of discomfort could be found
hopping about every bed in the row.

The observation posts command a wide
sweep of T.orraino. From them the Ger-
mans could study the Allied back areas,
watching every daylight, move, the con-
voys creeping along the roads looking
from Montsec like beads strung on wind-
ing ribbons of yellow. Fine glasses they
had. of course, some of them so large
that (hey could actually be seen from
American O.P.?s In the valley below.

The Germans, of course, know all there
Is to know about Montsec?except per-
haps one trivial paragraph in Its history.
They do not know that one night last
winter a sergeant attached to the Intelli-
gence section of an American division
wont forth on a little private reconnais-
nnco tour of ?Germany,? and, just to be
able to say ho had done it, tiptoed and
crept his way to Montsec, and there laid
him down to sleep till the approach of
dawn.

PRAISE FOR S.O.S.

Pershing has sent the follow-
ing message to Major-General Harbord,
C.G., 5.0.5.;

X want the officers and men of the
S O.S! under your command to know how
much the First Army appreciates the
prompt response made to every demand
for men, equipment, supplies and trans-
portation necessary to carry out the re-
cent operations. Please extend to all
our heartiest congratulations and say
that they share the success with us.

The career of THE STARS AND
STRIPES as an honest-to-goodness news-
paper can scarcely ho said to have been
complete until it has taken some burn-
ing question of the day and sent a re-
porter around to interview a lot of peo-
ple alKiut it.

The recent peace move from Vienna,
where the waltzes used to come from,
will do. A reporter from THE STARS
VXD STRIPES solicited expressions of
opinion on this question from various
well-known men about the Army.

Corporal George W. Roughneck had
Mist: finished dancing with the young
Countess Coughdrop ot the big Casino
at Aix-les-Balns when our reporter but-
tonholed him. The corporal flicked the
ash from his cigarette and observed:

?You may quote me as saying that I
am in no mood at. present to discuss
peace with anybody.?

Private M. F- Gloom, who is just be-
ginning a long and involved sentence in
the guardhouse at Blois for blacking bis
top sergeant?s eve. made this comment:

?You may tell Charles of Austria that
his proposition interest mo strangely.?

Zone Major Gives Views
Lieut. John K. Thunder, who has boon

eating his heart: out as a sheltered zone
major ever since ho was detached from
his battle-scarred division Jit its port of
debarkation, thought for some time be-
fore answering, and then observed :

\u25a0T can think of no better reply than
the one our own John Paul Jones made
when the British called on him to sur-
render. I send the same ringing and
defiant reply to the shores of the blue
Danube: ?Sir, I have not yet begun to
fight.? ?

Private Henry .T. Doughboy was found
sharpening his bayonet in his trench in
the, St. Mihiel sector. He looked,-, tip

from this operation only long enough to
say:

?I have left all those matters to my
lawyer, Mr. T. W. Wilson, of Pennsyl-
vania Avenue. Washington. D. C. I refer
you to him. Don?t bother me. I?m dog-
gone busy.?

AT THE CROSS ROADS

Does this road goOfficer in car
towards the front?

M.P.: Tesslr, what?s left of It does.

PESTERED COOK
TAKES REVENGE

UP AT ST. MIHIEL
D. S. C. Wearer Presides

Over Well Supplied Hun
Slaughter House

GREAT DAYS FOR PANCAKES

German Flour Can?t Be Made Into
Good Pie Crust, But Biscuits

Aren?t So Worse

From the mixture of melodrama, trag-
edy and comedy attached to the cooks
and kitchens that kept pace with the
American .advance in the St. Mihicl
salient, some dramatist should weave a
wonderful plot around the title of
?llickct?s Revenge."

If you don?t remember Cook Harry C.
Rieket, he is the man who won the
D.SjO. with one of the most remarkable
citations of the war. It was in the
woods near Fire-en-Tardenois in late
July that Cook Rickct stuck to the job
after his kitchen was blown up by shells,
after his provisions had been scattered
by shell lire, and after nearly every oneelse was driven away by the tremendous
volleying of 48 hours.

Day of Revenge Comes
This all happened nearly two months

ago. Since that date Cook Ricket had
not: been thinking so much over the
D.S.C. he had won or the honor he had
gained. Ho had been brooding on the
day of revenge. The Gormans had blown
up" his kitchen and scattered ids food.
Thev had forced him to prepare his
meals from a hole in the ground, partly
fdled up at times by high explosives.
His one desire was to even up the score.
This chance came in the push at St.
Mihiel. As- (he advance reached its first
stage. Cook Rioket was on the job again,
hut" under vastly different conditions.

?I guess Tin even with ?em now,? he
said, as he was preparing the evening
meal. ?When wo got to this place I
found a German slaughter house already
in shape. We shined it up a. bit. and
theft T looked around. One of the first
tilings T found was a big supply of Gor-
man flour and German lard. Roth were
groat stuff for pancakes and biscuits.

?Then I went back of the shack and
found a German garden witii fresh vege-
tables all ready. 1 got some peas and
cabbage from this, hooked up a few
chickens, and everything \u25a0 was ready.
We?ve been living mostly on this German
food ever since, and living like lords.
There was a big supply of flour and lard
and all the vegetables we need. They
had me on the jump before, but. I'm
square with them now.?

With a Hun Revolver
While Cook -Rioket was delivering his

talk It could bo seen that ho was guard-
ing his supply with a big German re-
volver. also captured in the late drive.
The indignity he had suffered at Ffire-
en-Tardonois had been wiped out com-
pletely. His revenge was established.

There were .other cooks and kitchens,
however, who had a trifle harder time
of it as further proof that a cook belongs
t:c (.lie shock troops of the Army. One
of these followed the advance with four
kitchens for his battalion. A big shell
totally wrecked one kitchen, and a few
minutes later a bridge crashed in, de-
stroying another. But he continued on
his way and fed his battalion from the
two remaining kitchens.

Another company had pushed forward
at, top speed, leaving its kitchens well
behind. When the men got to a certain
German camp they saw, just ahead, a
large cage containing several rabbits.
The place was under heavy shell and
shrapnel fire at. the time, but it failed to
halt the rush.

Then a young tragedy occurred. A
cluster of shrapnel broke near by and
lore a hole in the rabbit cage, the scared
animals immediately escaping. With
shell and shrapnel raining all around,
the entire company broke and started in
pursuit of the rabbits.

They .lumped through and over shell
idles, 'ducked away from whistling 150's
md 77's and kept up the wild chase
until every rabbit had been gathered in'
md safely caged again, to await the
irrival of the first cook.

?We missed our kitchens for two
lays.? one mess sergeant said. ?but. we
rail into one of (he finest supplies of
German grub you ever saw. Wo lived
an it, for two days and oven after our
kitchens had arrived with plenty of our
own food wo still used part of the Ger-
man supplv to round out a full course
meal."

It was soon discovered by (.be cooks
ihat German flour was poor for the
pastry used i* pies, hut: exceptionally
good for biscuits, pancakes and (he like.

JEWISH WELFARE BOARD
U. S. ARMY & NAVY

Aanonnces the opening of its Club Rooms at
41 BOULEVARD HAUSSMANN

tnesr Opera, name building as Farmer** LoananjJ Trust Coppacy)

HOUSfE WARMING
will take place on Simchas Torah

September 29. 1918.
American women will servo 'refresh-
ments in the afternoon and evening.
Music, sociability, rnd a good? time

assured to all.
EVERYBODY COME.

? Sunday, September 29fh.

THE D.S.M.

A?SSuiir r?

Tiie Distinguished Service Medal is
hero shown exact size.

The medal itself is of bronze, with
the eagle in the middle, crowned with 13
stars. Around (lie eagle in gold letters
on blue enamel, are the words: ?For
Distinguished Service, MCMXVHI.?

The ribbon lias a white center, with a
pin stripe of dark blue edging the white,
and a hand of red at either end.

The D.S.M. may bo awarded to any-
one who distinguishes himself?or her-
self?by exceptionally meritorious serv-
ice to the Government in a duty of great
responsibility in time of war or in con-
nection with operations against an
armed enemy of the "United States. The
D.S.C. is awarded for exceptional gal-
lantry in action only; the H.S.M. may
1)0 awarded to soldiers in the 5.0.5., or
to persons in civil life back home who yet
are engaged in war work of some kind.

PALESTINE FREED,
BULGARIAN FORCE

SPLIT BY ALLIES
Western Front Continues

to Boil-^Advance Near
St. Quentin

The week ending Wednesday, Septem-
ber 25. has seen two of the most clean-
cut triumphs of the whole war.

Both wore achieved on fronts which
have often been referred to more or less
contemptuously as side shows, and side
shows they are in the sense that the de-
cisive battle of the war, when it comes,
will scarcely be fought on either of them.

Attacking on a line familiar to anyone
who ever wont to Sunday school, General
Allcnby?s forces, assisted by French
troops, broke the Turkish lino in Pales-
tine, enveloped, with the aid of Arab
forces, two whole Turkish armies, and
captured upward of 25.000 prisoners?a
prodigious total for an isolated front.

The' victory in Palestine means that,

the Holy Land, the golden quest, of
throe disastrous crusades in the Middle
Ages, Ims boon definitely snatched from
Turkish rule. There may be other re-
sults; what, for instance, does Constan-
tinople think of it?

Equally freighted with groat possibil-
ities is liic Allied advance in Macedonia,
which has at one point, almost reached
Bulgarian territory. The Bulgarian
armies are already split in two. and can
only hope to affect a juncture, if at all.
far behind the point, which their retreat
hqs now reached. The total of prisoners
here exceeds 12,000, with more to come.

The western front lias continued to
boil during the week, with a Franco-
Rritish advance on Tuesday that brought
the Allied armies to within two miles of
St. Quentin. Elsewhere in the west:, in-
cluding the American sectors, there inis
been continuous successful raiding ac-
tivity.

A.E.F. INTERVIEWED
ON PEACE OFFER

Austria the Bunk

THE STARS AND STRIPES, FRIDAY, SEP?

BUNDS OF NEW LOAN
CAN BE BOUGHT HERE

Branches of Three Amer-
ican Banks Will Accept.

Payments

If you want, to subscribe for the Fourth
Liberty Loan, for which the drive opens
in the States tomorrow, three of the
American hanks which have branches
over here will help you to do it. The
new loan brings a return of 4Vt per cent
on vour investment, and the bonds come
in sizes of 550, 5100. 5500. 51,000 and
upward.

The Farmers? Loan and Trust Com-
pany and the Equitable Trust Company
are prepared to receive subscriptions on
the installment plan?not the old install-
ment plan in vogue for the Second Loan,
whereby a certain amount was taken out
of your pay each month, but on a sched-
ule which works out about as follows:

Say you want to buy a 550 bond of the
now issue. Send to either of the above
named banks 55, or 10 per cent of the
total, so that it will ho in the bank?s
hands surely by October 24. Your other

\u25a0payments will follow in this order;
Ten dollars by November 21; 510 by

December 19; 510 by January 10, 1919;
and the remainder, 515. by January 30,
1919.

Haw to Subscribe
To aid the men of tbo A.E.F. in sub-

scribing, the Farmers? Loan and Trust
Company has arranged with various
branches of the Rocietf; General, the
French banking house, to receive sub-
scriptions on its behalf in towns in or
near which American troops are located,
and which have; no branch offices of the
Farmers? Loan. You may also subscribe
by mailing your check direct to the trust
company's Paris or London office, or, if
you have an account there, by writing
and authorizing them to debit your ac-
count with the amount you wish to in-
vest. The same holds good for the Equit-
able Trust Company.

The Guaranty Trust Company, while
not taking payments on the installment
plan, will, on receipt of the amount for
which you wish to subscribe, buy the
bonds for you. too.

In every case, however, you must make
a declaration in writing that the pur-
chase of bonds for which you apply is
personal and for your own account, and
that, the funds utilized in payment arc
of American origin. This is to comply
with the French law, which discourages
Ihe sending of French money out of the
country' for investment abroad during
the war. Also, your bonds, when paid
for cannot bo sent to France, but must
be held in your name at home.

BOYS GRIEVE FOR
FATHERLY COLONEL

TAKEN FROM LINE
Continued from Page 1

battle and helped deliver the thrust that
wiped out the St. Mihiol salient.

\u25a0During the first roar of the battle, as
the regiment swept through a town
that lay in its wake, a private observed
an American soldier going in and out of
buildings looking for Germans. Later
both entered the same buiding and killed
two Gormans who were operating it ma-
chine gun. After that they romped off
down tlie street and captured a dozen
Germans in a cellar.

As the two were bringing hack their
prisoners an M.P. flashed a light on
them. The M.P. suddenly straightened
up and sainted.

?By God!? said the other private, as
I lie light played over their faces. ?Our
old colonel!?

\u25a0'That was the best part of rny vaca-
tion,? the colonel declared after it was
all over.

A HUN CASUALTY LIST
Missing in action : luaisou.
Wounded: Hindenhurg?s pride.
Dead: Chivalry.

OFFICERS? KHAKI SHIRTS
Furnisher u Men A. RAGON Ladies? Pyjamas

32 Avenue dc fOp£ra, Paris

Whole-Hearted Service
I A TIRE is /or vou or it !s
| -^J^agomstycu.TKereareno
I Kalf-waymeasuresnowadays
| when the motor car mustH serve, even to the firing line.

!§
have Hie extreme resiliency
which can be depended On
for speedy service, with re-
duced vibration, increased
traction and unfailing grip.
Firestone service' is at your
command, over

,

here, over
there, everywhere*
FIRESTONE TIRE & RUBBER CO.

AKRON, OHIO. U. 5. A.

['EMBER 27, 1918

MAKING HIM FEEL GOOD

?What?s the row about boro?" de-
manded the captain. ?Remember, when
you are drilling your corporal is always
right.?

?He says you arc au old slave driver,
explained the private.

STOLL THEATRES
In LONDON

TH£?

I &
f»S
Fating (A« famoa* L~lmter Sguart

EVERY EVENING 7.40
Matinees Wed., Thurs., Sat., 2
LOt< DON?S BIGGEST SUCCESS 1

THE BING/BOYS
ON BROADWAY

GEORGE ROBEY.
England's Greatest Comedian)

VIOLET LORAINE
and Star Cast

High-Class Refreshments^

?ONE OF,.THE WONDERS"
OF LONDON.

THE LONDON

COLISEUM
CHARING CROSS'S*cmj IraUm S«un

Europe?s Principal
Variety Theatre

CHAN'GE OF PROGRAMME WEEKLY
The Original

Russian Ballet
and Star Varieties?

TWICE DAILY 2.50 SI 7.4 S
TEA ROOMS AND CAFES.

NEW

MIDDLESEX
THEATER

/A' THE FAMOUS DRURY LANE

THE HOME OF REVUE
A New Revue Every Week

Throughout the Year
Varieties and Pictures.

TWICE NIGHTLY 6.15 & 8.20
High-Clcss Refreshment*.

The STOLL

PICTURE
THEATRE

(London OpmrQ' fJou?r) KJNCSWAY

THE MOST PALATIAL
PICTURE THEATRE IN

EUROPE
All Ike Latest S-Ar.t

DKAUAp, COMEDIES.Way Pictures and Topical ' Events.
TWO FEATURES DAILY.

V leal Selector.!. Symptorvr Orchestra.
Thous.inds of Luxurious Sralls. 30 Private Bain.

TEA ROOMS.

DAILY FROM 2 TO 10.30
Sundays G to .10.30

SMOKING PERMITTED.
POPULAR PRICES

Chartered 1832

The Farmers? Loan and Trust Company
PARIS

NEW YORK ?BORDEAUX
(Special Agency)

8 Coura diz Chapeau-Rouge41 Boulevard Hausimann
\u25a0 /MunOfU* j 26 Old Broad Straot» E* C« 2LONDON, jl6 Pa u Ma j| Eaat, S. W. 1

Two Other Special Agencies in the War Zone
United States Depositary of Public Moneys in

Paris, New York 8s London.
The Societe Generate pour favoriser etc., 8c its Branches throughout
France will act as our correspondents for the transactions for

Members of the American ExpeditionaryForces.

rile for ,wr ? Prtrc
?.shot .Soldier Voods.

[fy^An^
Improved

Cigarette Case
It holds '3O Cigarettes?o. full day?s supply?-
with place for photograph and paper money.
Wo have ti(ldl'd to our popular Cigarette Com a place
for u DhoUwfnpli ni:d a pocket tor paper money LUo
ruse also holds cigarettes and keeps them m (inert
condition. Tliero are two i>ot;kels. bnuh is Sirou(?ln-
oned bv a -lialit metal spring. Ihc pockets fold ono
over tlii) oilier, and nro seemed by a covering flap-
This couibiiiod Cigarette and I?hoto Case is unaoubt*
cdly exactly what is wanted, and has been an un-
qualified success.

In fine Pigskin, price 22/-
(or $5.50)

No. 1230.
POST PR EE.

| Initial!1 branded, par
j letter, 6 d.;

j J/omc
1 ani MARK CROSS, LTD. tat Vctk »ail Bos'-oe).

j Regimen'., I- 8g Regent Street, London, W.l.

ys&W rr:r~ Leather and Traveling Goode,
Equipment, Gloves. .

>V *

AItI:

e|QS$
tONoo' 1 1::.~z ??« s»j <m T-l

3iadn-tailored
Officers Uniforms
To Individual Measure

NO temptation toward
cheapening shall in-
duce. us to lower

our high standard for those
who wear the regimentals
of Uncle Sam.
If our Authorized Repre-
sentative in your home town
has your measurements, dup-
licate orders may be cabled.

KflHfl-TRIIiORiriG CO.
PF [flDlflNftPOlilS, U.S. fl.

P. Lorillard Co*
Business Established 1760?158 years ago.

We furnished tobacco for the soldiers of the
Revolutionary War (i775-1785)

War of 1812 (1812-1815)
Mexican War (1846-1848)

Civil
#

War (1861-1865)
Spanish War (1898)
and are now furnishing

Climax Plug ?The Grand Old Chew
\u25a0to. the soldiers fighting for the
Liberty of the World.
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