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THE BATTLE OF COMBIEN
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SYSTEM WITH SOUL
AT BIG BLOIS CAMP

ClearingHousefor Soldiers
Decides Fate of Thou-

sands Weekly

OFFICERS STAND REVEILLE

It Blows at 6 a.m.,
Grading of Discharged Patients

Main Task Classification

High on a hill looking away toward
the River Loire, across a valley to the
walls of a castle in which some of tire
dTarkcst and most momentous deeds of
French history were enacted, is a great
walled camp, where the military fate of
thousands of American soldiers is being
decided every week.

Tlie only American Army classification
camp at France, at, Blois. is the clear-
ing house for soldiers?officers and en-
listed men?who for any reason arc de-
tached from units in which they came
to France and are going through the
army machinery that will place them
back in liieir original unit, in another
military organization, or return them 'to
the States as unfit for further military
dnty in France.

By far the greater number of soldiers
who pass through the classification camp
at Blois are wounded or sick soldiers
just discharged from hospital, men who
so far as possible by the workings of
Army system will be returned to the
same regiment or unit in which they
were serving when wounded or taken
sick.

More Than a Reservoir
But Blois is more than a reservoir,

with one gate open for incoming men
and another for oulgoing. For within
the walls of the old French barracks
enclosure there is a system with a soul,
which attempts to appraise every indi-
vidual soldier, weigh his worth to Uncle
Sam and send him out, to serve where
he Is best needed and at that for which
he Is best fitted.

Except on direct orders from head-
quarters. where a company commander
has requested that a man fit. for im-
mediate duty at Ids original status be
returned to that unit, the men dis-
charged from the classification camp go
to replacement camps whore the assign-
ments are made.

Officers ordinarily receive their as-,
signmcnls to duty through headquarters,
S.O.S. In general their life at the camp
is practically the same as that of the
enlisted men. They must stand reveille
at C a.m. and answer special roll calls
at 8:30 and 1:30. Eights in all quarters
must be out at 0:30 p.m., and all officers
are required to be in quarters by 11 p.m.
Officers also must read the lists of bulle-
tins posted on a board seven times a
day, wailing for their own assignment
to appear.

* Divided in Four Classes
The principal function of the Blois

camp, however, is the physical grading
of soldiers, mostly those discharged from
hospitals. Classifications arc under four
main divisions, several of which are sub-
divided. They arc:?

Class A.?Mon fit for the front.
Class 131.?Mon temporarily unfit ,

but likely to become A. Pit for heavy
duty away from the front.

Class B2 likely to become A,
but, when classified, fit for light.;'
duty only.

Class Cl, C 2 and C3for :.

convalescents who would ordinarily
be unfitted for Class A.

Class D. ?Physically unfit. ® To he "
returned to States.
These classifications are the ones

which arc relied upon at the replacement
camps In making assignments. They are
made when the man enters the classifica-
tion camp. And entering the classifica-
tion camp is some complicated hut speedy
Job.

The men arriving at the camp usually
show considerable wear. Most of them
have had long train journeys and their
clothing is old and worn, their faces,
grimy and unshaven. They feel Just as*
they look. They are lined up for en-
rollment in an entrance company. They
present their service records and any
other credentials, and give information
required.

Then the men are passed through a
string of barracks buildings. They go
in at one end, dirty and unkempt. They
come out at the other end, newly
dressed, clean shaven, with trimmed
hair, and with that springy feeling of
a man just bathed. And In those build-
ings they have told all their troubles,
all the vicissitudes of their Army life?.
Including the ball-up In their allotment,
the court martial that was an accident
and the family worries back homo?and
they have been looked over by a collec-
tion of medical officers.

Through the Mill
The work of sending the men through

is handled with the expeditionofa well-
ordered assembling room of an auto-
mobile factory. The soldier tells some-
thing or acquires, something ' almost at
every step. lie slarls near the entrance

by having ii sheet mudo out, -with his
iiniiii!. unit and other details given, and
blank spaces for all the departments ho
will pass through.

After lolling how much he was paid
last and when, and straightening out
his allotments and insurance, he takes
the venereal examination and passes to
the medical examiners, by whom lie is

1 graded A. K, C or D. If -necessary a
\u25a0date is set when he will be notified to
appear before the board again for re-
grading.

From the medical officers, he goes to
the vocational classification room. Hero
lie is questioned'as on his calling in
civil life by a series of questions under
a system devised by Thomas A. Edison.

Chance for Every Job
If lie hud hooii shoeing horses in the

States and had come to France as an
Infantryman, he may find himself in the
Cavalry or Field Artillery after this ex-
amination. If lie had been a piano
maker in the Slates, ho may find him-
self transferred from his. Artillery unit
to a repair shop of the Air Service.
Misplaced chauffeurs, draftsmen, and
clerks in special lines all are picked out
liere and listed with the possibility they
may get into just their lino of work.

The soldier then passes to the next
room, where ho receives 57.50 pay. Nest
his kit is inspected, and he receives
shoes, any now clothing he may require
?and two sacks of tobacco. Here too
he is assigned to one of sevon permanent
companies for drill purposes, inspections
and quarters.

The bath-room is next. Men go under
the showers in squads on 'a time-table
schedule. When they have dressed they
pass on to the barber-shop?the best one
in France, everybody in the camp says.
There are eight chairs, manned by
soldier-barbers. Shaves and haircuts
are 25 cent lines each. There is even a
2n-ccntime shoe shine.

Schools at the Camp
There is one lieutenant in charge of

all this entrance work, but all the de-
tails arc handled by enlisted men?most
of them privates.

Schools for typists and stenographers
are maintained at the camp, and it is
planned to provide other special train-
ing.

Many special units are formed at the
Blois camp. Prisoner of war guard com-
panies are made up here, and special
types .of labor companies are also or-

' ganfced.

ADOPTED PARENT
NOW BENEFICIARY

Amendment to War Risk
\u25a0 Act Also for Alimony

Payers

A father or mother by legal adoption
may now bo made the beneficiary of a
soldier?s war risk insurance, under an
amendment to rules announced by the
War Risk Section. S.O.S.

The amendment enables many soldier#
to change beneficiaries. Many, having
been unable to name their adopted
parents, had permitted their insurance
to remain in force only as a protection
for themselves against total or perma-
nent disability or had named some other
beneficiary. Many, on being informed of
the ineligibility of the adopted parent,

\u25a0have, permitted their insurance to lapse.
If" not more than six mouths have
elapsed, these applications may be re-
instated upon payment of back premiums
hnd.notification to the War-Risk Section.

Must Be Legal Adoption
. \u25a0 The War Risk Section emphasizes that
the adoption must have been a legal one
'ln compliance with the statutes of the
State in which the parties resided.

Another change in rules relates to
payments to soldiers? divorced wives
who have been awarded alimony decrees.
It provides that if a soldier has had a
decree of alimony entered against him
and has remarried, the amount of the
alimony will not bo deducted from his
.pay,', provided he has a compulsory
\u25a0allotment in favor of his wife.
\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'.\u25a0\u25a0Tfiider the new rule, however, the
Government undertakes to pay a
\u25a0divorced wife who has been awarded
alimony an allowance equal to the
amount of alimony decreed, but not ex-
ceeding sl"> a month.

A third revision ofrules specifies that
where there has been a change in the
family conditions resulting in a change
of the amount of allowance paid by the
insurance bureau, the amount of pay-
ment for any one month shall be dolor-
mined according to family conditions
existing on the first day of that month.

AFTER THE COURT MARTIAL
No. 1-?What?s the answer, .Tack?
No. 2.?Two-thirds o? three mouths?

and two months in the brig.
No. I.?Not so bad as three-thirds o?

two months?.
No. 2 (after figuring deeply).?Why

not?
No. .1.??Cause they might permoto you

in I lie brig.

If you do not know what ?Esercito
Americano? means, it is because you
belong to that somewhat larger fraction
of the A.E.F. which is visiting France
rather than Italy. If your adventures
in Latin ever carried you as far as
Caesar?s Commentaries, you may re-
member that that early Roman Foch
was forever assembling an exercitus and
going forth to conquer somebody with
it.

~

?Esercito Americano? is simply
American Army as written in a line
Italian hand.

The A.E.F. in Italy is some three
mouths old and is just, about as fluent
in Italian as the A.E.F. in France was
fluent in French about this time Inst
year. It has been going through the
same pathetic struggles on the question
of whether to turn to the loft or right,
whether to try to order two fried eggs
or trust to luck.

Aside from the fact that the dough-
boy in Italy says ?bon giorno? when ho
means ?bonjour,? and says ?presto?
when he means ?tout de suite,? ho is
not greatly different. Indeed, he is re-
modeling the helpless Italian language
pretty much as France?s tongue has
been altered by the Yanks.

Instead of saying ?buona sera? when
he moans ?good evening,? he says ?b'ony
Sarah,? ami gets away with it. Does
he say ?A rividerci? for ?Au revoir??
He does not. He says: "I leave you
dirty.? As for ?come state,? which is-
Italian for ?how are you.? he says

?come and start mo,? and the Italians
understand.

Tiie Yanks have boon very pally with
the British troops in Italy. The Tom-
mies at one superb camp on the Itiviera
welcomed some passing Americans with
loud cheers and profuse apologies that
something had gone wrong with the
Scotch plan to skirl them in with bag-
pipes.

The Tommies there assembled cou-
-1 fidod to the newcomers that this was a

cushy front and promptly invited them
to a game of cricket, which polite offer

: was firmly declined.
Unoffonded, the Tommies bided their

i lime, and when some American jackies
: chanced to pass that way later, they

\u25a0 immediately proffered the cricket field
i as a baseball diamond, and proved conr-
, toons, but somewhat confused, speela-
; tors at the Army and Navy game then

and there played.

The canteen in an Italian caserma?

that means barracks, as any one who
has over slept in a caserne might
guess?is much taken aback by the rush

of business which !i nearby American
delacbinont, involves. One cuscrmn bad
blankets and white sheets waiting for
the newcomers, but: the canteen was
quite unprepared for a detachment of
millionaires. Or so the Yanks seemed
when compared with the Italian soldiers,
who are paid 10 centosimi a day. Ten
centesiml sounds like a small fortune
till you try to exchange it for sous, of
which it; is worth exactly two.

Men with 2-1-bonr passes swarm to the
nearest restaurants. The thing to ask
for is a trattoria. This is not some-
thing to cat, but the restaurant itself.

Once inside the trattoria, it is better
not to aspire to meat. It will bo rabbit,
no matter what, yon order.

Eggs are sa for. Order ?due uove
frittc.? That's easy. Or ?due nove
alia cocoa.? Hut would you recognize
"novo in fritlata. - ? as an omelette?

?Caffe nero? will do to wind up the
meal. But bring your own sugar.

HEY, UftO -WVi.M'cMU
GOT TVAT Sf-C*'**

*th& - Good ou> -ns-saw Pu22(,C

TR.YIH6 *TO AfeitMUie A OP WAR-TORN
.VOWCS AFtc£ A -SAME TO SEE. Hot*J-'*)U CAME, OUT.COK&V&M .VSNT IN HiS VOCABU^y.

HOW THE YANK IS FARING IN ITALY

HOTEL
CONTINENTAL

3 line de Cas/iglione, PARIS

MEURICE
HOTEL and
RESTAURANT
228 Rue dc Rivoli
(Opposite Tnileries Gardens)

Restaurant opentoHon-Rssidents.

Messrs, cox & co., army bankers
of LONDON, beg to inform their clients
of the American Army that new premises

have been opened specially to' deni' with their
Bashing Accounts.
Correspondence Should Now Be Addressed tos

COX & CO.
United StatesArmy & Navy Branch

28 Charles Street
LONDON, S. W. 1

OFFICERS
who avail themselves of the Mail Forwarding Department
should advise their correspondents in the Stales'tosend their
mails to this new address. In the meantime, mails addressed
to 16 Charing Cross, London, as before, will, of course, bs
fully protected.

AMERICAN

These Homes Are
FOR OFFICERS.

London?
Washington inn.

St. James? Square (just of! Pail
Mall nhd Lower Begcnt Sired.)

AMERICAN OFFICERS? INN.
\u25a0No. 5 Cavendish Square (near
Oxford Circus).

Liverpool?
AMERICAN OFFICERS' INN,

No. 12 Parker Sired.
OAKVILLE OFFICERS' INN

West Darby, near Knotty Ash
Camp.

Plymouth?
MAYFLOWER OFFICERS' INN

119 Eli foil Street.

RATES.
6s. Gd. a night for single room,

breakfast, bath, valet service.
Plenty of showers, pool tab'e.'.
lounging rooms, writing' and quid

rooms, wdi-elockod libraries,
Heals served.

When You*re
In England

Waiting For You
FOR ENLISTED MEN.

London
EAfVi/E mrr.

Al'hvych, Slrand.
Liverpool?

DIOWET ROOMS.
No. 16 Lord Street,

LINCOLN LODSB.
No. 10 School 'Lane.

Lincoln
S!. Marlin'* Ball

Plymouth?
Foresters' Hall, The Octagon.'

Southampton?-
-12 Above Bar. .

Grantham-
-16 Fiiitu Street.

Inverness (Scotland)?
Northern Meeting Roojng.

Dormitories, showers, writing rooms,
quiet rooms. Entertainments.

Men!? scrvqd.
Moderate prices.

PHOTO CAMERAS & FURNITURES
I!.«. :»0-l vi.! ;*ji »' r.l CS.-Mpe:; J-l .I'Cb

TIRANTY
9 1 Rnr I.af.wslle. PARIS

o' I - :*: Mrrro.: Po.MniuitCrc.
>-.»r »::«.? <? ir I'l.n U-.v tin Ni>rd

I. N? * i I-Si SI?OKLV

HAWKES& SON
THE BAND INSTRUMENT AND MUSIC

HOUSE, LONDON.
Instruments and Music supplied Jor:

MilitaryBands,
Orchestras,
Drum, Fife & Bugle Bands,
Jazz Bands, etc., etc.

TffE HAWKES* INSTRUMENTS
are used by BRITISH GUARDS, the STAFF
BANDS, ? and*- the majority of

attached to tfco ?Allied Fighting Forces.
Catalogues and quotes post iree.

Write your wants.
HAWKES & SON,

D*r.man Street, Piccadilly Circus, LONDON.

Established 1837

ZVia

Incorporated 1856

BRISTOL Mfg. Co.
BRISTOL, Conn., U.S.A.

Knit Underwear
Shirts and Drawers

for the Armv
Union Suits for the Civilian
"Sandman" Sleeping Garments

for the Children

"Unsurpassed for excellence cf
finish and rcr,ulariiy of malic. 1*

* tfl 10 j j BAF ET Y
RAZORIE JH «\u25a0» A A A No.Stropping?No Honing

Gillette U.S.
Service Set

OACKETS of new Gillette Blades ?each
* Blade wrapped in oiled paper enclosed in
sanitary envelope?bright, smooth, sharp anddeem,
can be obtained at all dealers in France, England,
Russia, Italy, Canada and all other parts of die
world.

PRICE OF GILLETTE BLADES

Packet' of 12 Blades w.* 6 Franc#
Packet of 6 Blades w. »*\u25a0 31 Francs

To be had atAJE.F.&Y.M.CA Canteens
or1 at all Dealers? in France*

GILLETTE SAFETY RAZOR, sa.. iwU Bowl*. TAWS

By WALLGREN
PMIGOTaJr, GQaap^<*

Count r z i n*o *_
FfIENCH. HOHE-Vo \ a;.>? .-vcwiE. - T OnV

j CO-'-r in prieKC.H 1
7 £ * ?

'SWtN IN DOU?T AS TO THE E*/«CT AMOUNT. CaiiC,
VCUtt FtcAHCS 'KTO A NEAT PILE AMD FLASH 'J *

CAEEIESSLY IH the VICINITT OP A-Pfciu SWISSAhTS.
THEY IWILUMMEOIATEIT OFFEtITO COUNT fr POE
VOO \u25a0\u25a0-«FTEi'2. THE SAME TOO WILL EJACULATE .

.N/OC'FETapUSLV THAT TOO HALE LOST (BOOCO^)fW<C£
an[> y=orm five shk,and no one untu CcNthadky
YOU, as EVEEVONE Else UJ'LL tj& ANNOUNCING
THE SAME AiTOUNCnM6 FACT. BUT, BEING AS

YOU.A'nV GOT NO FEAHCS LEFT JO COUNT,TMf/CWr
VrouE IT, SO too -Mat IcECT HAPPILY CONTENT THAT
AT LEAST YOU HAS SOMETH'NS CHEN YOU SWCTCiJ-

MACDOUGAL & Co.,
1 bis RUE AUBER (Opposite American Express Co.)

American Military Tailors.

UNIFORMS TO ORDER IN 48 HOURS
Interlined Trench Coats. Embroidered Insignia and
Service Stripes. Sam Browne Bells. etc, etc.

Chartered 1822

The Farmers? Loan and Trust Company
PARIS

4-1 Boulevard Hauismann

NEW YORK
BORDEAUX

8 Coura du Chapeau-Rouge

LONDON: {£ pill26 Old Broad Strent, li. C. 2
Mall Enin. S. W. 1

Two Other Speciaj Agencies in the War Zone
United States Depositary of Public Moneys in

Paris, New York & London.
The Socielc Genera 10, who arts as OLM corretpuiKlenls throughout France,

will accept Subscriptions on our licliair from members of the American Expcili-

lionary Forces lo Ilur
FOURTH LIBERTY LOAN

Th?t'd.Sr
' Ihdli'Cop

B'era?s'the
H0n..,1f.I

cfik

ATHLETES MAKE BEST FIGHTERS
3.Vi.v;-'we-'kifqw that-tin* big loi<>f To.vlorl ia'in.-Bokul'Karidsi,'- In bii.e ortW.alone wc ?sore?»WaT<lcd.rtlisi jpl*;

.lowing,'! ii -icon)pc ii 1;on vri.lli ;i!I ?itliov tfiiikcß:--
59,760:

\u25a0 ,? SiOO.1,200
3,500

?780
?1.500

Taylor League Base. Balia
Taylor Basket Balls
.Taylor Foot -Balls - \u25a0
Taylor Baseball Clovea
Taylor Base Mitts'
Taylor Bladders

no***

\u25a0glad hand,'hoys,.and x wish with all my heart I wcre.thcre with
?can do anythina'.ior you let me know. ' g

ALEX: TAYLOR & Co., Inc*
Military - Athletic Outfitters

26. East.42nd' Street, New York,

7

?IS ALL


