
withdrawn, when the October mists have
lifted and the smoke has cleared away
from the charred remnants of that his-
toric forest, there can be written for
American school books a story which will
carry wonder and, inspiration for gener-
ations to come.

And Gesnes! It sound so easy to
announce the taking of Gesnes in the
terse, unemotional communiques. Just
another French village recaptured.
Just another pitiful heap of ruined
homos restored to France. One of hun-
dreds. Tot the troops that took Gesnes
had first to root out .?{">o machine guns,
had to draw them like fangs from some
angry beast.

Already Gesnes is a land of legend.
They toll of one Ohio hoy who, a scout
who lost his way in the village while Ger-
many still held It and while liis own
pals were a good two kilometers below
it. How he saw that the soldiers in the
town were Roche soldiers, how lie faded
into a cellar and lay there without
breathing until darkness came, and
how, under cover of that darkness, lie
crawled unseen, unheard, unscatehed,
back to his own company?that is one
story.

Patrol Takes First Prisoners
Then there is the circumstance of the

first prisoners captured in the town on
Friday last?captured by a patrol that
reached its outskirts ahead of time and
saw, coming at them out of the mist,
a patrol of 15 Germans headed by a
non-com from Radon. The eight 1 links,

most of whom could relapse into Ger-
man at need, fell upon that German
patrol, terrified (hem into silence,
dragged them down into a dugout. and
hold them smothered there for two
hours till the rest of the outfit took the
town.

The Inf;miry went forward under !i

"ood barrage thrown over for them In-
putts Unit had been driven. shoved,
dragged to tin; commanding bills. gnus
to wliicli Ibe tired, hungry Art illerymen
bitched themselves when the tired, hun-
gry horses failed nt the tusk, guns
moved forward along roads that, German
shells were plowing.

Never since Amerlen entered the war
hnve our troops met such artillery lire,
such n steady hail of shrapnel and high
explosives. At. St. Mlhlel and on the
Onreq they wen; lighting an enemy who
was half-resigned to the inevitable loss
of territory and who was pulling out
his guns in anticipation of a retreat.
Tn Argomte, on the other hand, the
yanks have moved forward in I lie face
of guns massed to meet them and or-
dered to hold the ground nt all costs.

Hail of Shell Far in Rear
The rain of those guns has, in the

second week of the battle, extended
more to the rear areas, opening yawn-
ing chasms in the new paths, striking
dead such remote workers as the Kngi-
noors busy with the road materials or
the waterhoys at work on the steel
tanks anil the standpipes.

Here two brothers from Tennessee
were killed as they slept side hy side
underneath their gun. There a shell
found and wounded two Salvation Army
lassies who had been at work night and
day gently bathing (he mud and blood-
stained faces of the wounded as they
were carried through a desolate, impro-
vised first-aid station.

On ahead a shell found and ended (lie
beautiful life of an ohl-tlmo Army
priest, a beloved chaplain who had al-
ways gone over the top with his flock.
Some of his hoys managed to drag Ills
body to a bmp of crumbled stone Unit
had? once been a little French church.
They know 1lint, would have pleased him.
From there they buried him on the
battlefield. The Germans who met
them an hour later in the line found
them scarcely softened hy the service
they had Just attended.

Fog, Rain, Raw Wind
A deal of fog, a little mill, some few

hours of balmy autumn sunshine, hut
for tho most, part Kray, threatening
skies and a raw October wind?these
have made up the weather of the second
week. The fog lay so heavy in the val-
leys that tho watchers from so superb
an observatory as the crest of Mont-
faucon could only kuoss at the move-
ments of the Infantry in the fields and
woods below, while at many important
limes It virtually blindfolded the avi-
ators. They could dart and circle so
low that they nil hut. scraped the tree-
tops. and still they could not be sure
what was astir on the ground below
them.

The same low-hanging clouds served
as good camouflage for the enemy
planes, which could often approach un-
observed. German planes came flying
from afar to the Argonno in ever in-
creasing numbers ns the battle grew
more and more angry. They came In
great numbers and flow low oa their
hazardous missions, with the result that
many were brought down by the anti-
aircraft guns.

Amateur Gets Plane
Last Friday, of live German planes

that ventured over one area, four were
nailed and dropped by the ground guns.
One old-timer among the American non-
coms, Sergeant James Clark, captured
a heavy German anti-tank rifle?a rifle
six feet long and so ponderous It had to
be operated from a tripod, lie had not
been long in possession of this trophy
before he was aiming it heavenward,
and with It ho ended forever the career
of one German flyer.

Another German flyer, a youngster of
10, brought an American balloon to the
earth In flames, was himself winged by
one well-aimed shot, and yet. as his
machine brought him down within onr
lines, he opened (ire in his descent, on
the knot of groundlings that were shoot-
ing at him. He jumped clear of the
machine, landed on his feet, and burst
into a torrent of abuse of us.

?To hell with all Americans!" he
shouted, or words to that effect. There
was a doughboy rush for him, an M.r.
rush to tho rescue. A stranger would
have thought tho German?s hour had
come. Only the bystander who knew
his Tanks realized that, while they
handed it to tho German youngster for
his nerve, they wanted his pilot?s badge
as a souvenir.

Spirit of 20 Miles
Of such a battle ns the Battle of the

Argonne no chronicle can ever set forth
all the countless chapters of courage.
No chronicler knows a tenth of the tale
nor can begin to tell a tenth of what
he knows, ilo can only suggest, by here
a story and there a story, the spirit that
has animated the front for 20 miles.
Take, for Instance, the story of the St.
Bonis captain, the story of the red-
headed Ohio boy and the story of the
dentist from Oklahoma.

The captain was leading his men, but
they heard him call back to them as ho
went forward through a rain of machine
gun bullets:

?Don?t follow me, boys; it?s too hot
bore.?

Even as he spoke he fell. It was his
last order to them, and they disobeyed
it. One and all they went ahead.

The Ohio boy was a 1red-headed
youngster, shot in the left eye. In the
dressing station they had to cut the
eye out His head was bandaged up,
and, ticketed as useless, he was put
aside to wait for the next ambulance
vacancy. When It came he was nowhere

to be found. That was at 8 o'clock In
the morning. At 5 o'clock that after-
noon they found him In the front line,
his drawn face dead white, his lips
bloodless, his jaw set. He was firing his
sho-sho. He had been firing it all day
long.

The Dentist from Oklahoma
The dentist from Oklahoma?his name

is I,iout. Otto L. Ilinc?wrote his name
Into the history of his regiment, when
he took charge in a crisis of one regi-
mental aid station.

It was being shelled. Several of the
wounded had been killed; several of the
litter hoys had fallen at their tasks.
Then, quite suddenly, because they
were being swept by an enfilading fire,
the regiment had to draw back two
kilometers in the sway of the battle-line,
and the aid station, with its colony of
helpless wounded, was destined to stand
for a time in No Man's Band.

Then It was that Captain Randall
Wilson took a detachment of 73 men
and went out to stand guard over that
stranded hospital and that Bieutenant:
Hlne buckled down to the task of evac-
uating the wounded to a place of safety
behind the Hues. From the middle of
that afternoon till 10 the next morning
they stuck to that job. In all, they
covered the dressing and evacuation of
22R men.

That guard did not cease fighting nor
that dentist his work till the last Utter
had disappeared in the direction of
American lines.

Continued from Fade 1 greatest resistance coining from Roche
machine gunners who waited in tunnels
and dugouls until The barrage had
passed and then came to the surface.
These machine guns were taken by the
dozens after they had either been rushed
or encircled and bombed.

a freshly captured trench, rounded a
corner to see six Roches scramble from
a dugout entrance and scamper down
the trench. He gave pursuit and, when
the chase was done, hud accounted for
five of the Germans with his revolver
and taken I lie sixth prisoner.

In Ihc midst of the fighting an Amer-
ican detachment was hold up by a strong-
er group of Germans who, after delaying
tlie American half mi hour, were seen
to lie preparing for a strong counter-
attack. '

Reside the Americans was an aban-
doned tank. As tlie Yanks prepared to
meet the German rush, one sergeant
crept to the tank and examined one of
the machine guns which, protruding
from the side of tlie disabled monster,
commanded tlie ground over which the
Germans would have to advance. A few
mi miles later tlie Germans came. Those
of them who did not fall to the lone ser-
geant's tire were made willing prisoners.

Another sergeant, a Norwegian who
had not gained his American citizenship
when lie joined tlie Army, performed a
remarkable rescue ofpart of the crow of
a burning tank. Standing with his pla-
toon behind an intense artillery barrage,
lie saw four wounded men crawling to-
ward the American lines from shell hole
to shell hole. With two other men from
his platoon, lie went out and carried
them in.

lantry shown during the advance in the
Rellicourt sector, lying roughly half way
between Camhrai and SI. Quentin?the
most desolate, most, halite scarred area,

perhaps, in all that, war stricken plain.
It was this read! of desolation which

the Americans unfalteringly crossed in
the face of the sternest, resistance the
Hun was aide to put up. and with (he

number of defenders being constantly
replenished by men coming on to (he

Held to dispute progress through an in-
tricate system of underground tunnels
and dugouts. all of which radiated, ap-
parently, from the greater tunnel of the
St. Quentin canal.

Single-Handed Work
One private, an Italian from New

York, is credited with the single-handed
capture of two machine guns ami their
crews of four men each. He was a
member of a platoon which, as the two
machine guns opened upon them,
dropped into a nearby trench.

The private volunteered to clear the
path for his platoon, and. even before
lie gained the permission of the lieuten-
ant'. lie slipped out of one end of the
trench, and ten minutes later reappeared
with (lie eight Germans marching be-
fore him. He lupl adopted the simple
expedient of crawling around behind and
surprising them, and they surrendered
without, resistance.

Through Hun Outpost Zone

It Is related of several small detach-
ments, numbering, in all. 200-odd sol-
diers, that in the fighting during the
day which preceded (lie actual attack
upon the line itself, they fought their
way through the German outpost zone
and advanced so far toward the main
defense line that, they were cut off from
the rear by all communication except by
runners, who crept hack and forth at
night, miming a gauntlet, of Roche ma-
chine guns and snipers.

Without food or water, these detach-
ments remained in their advanced posi-
tions two or three days, fighting off oc-
casional attacks by Roche patrols which
sought to capture or encircle them.

When, on the following Sunday, the
main American '?Mack came, these little
detachments were found and released
from their precarious positions, and al-
most to a man these men. instead of
going rearward and allowing fresher sol-
diers to carry on, went forward and
fought two or three days more.

Tlie main advance itself was hand to
band fighting most of Hie way, the

Another man, of a detachment simi-
larly held up by a machine gun. crept
out' of shelter and, crawling on his
stomach from shell hole to shell hole,
killed Hie four Roches who manned the
gun with five shots from his rifle.

On another occasion a group of Roche
machine gunners were found ensconced
in a concrete pill box impervious to rifle
fire. Three Yanks volunteered to take
it. and crept around if, each with an
armful of grenades. They threw gren-
ades at the pill box until one passed
through the narrow porthole to the in-
side.

Four in Burning Tank
Then he learned that, they were from

a burning lank and that there were
four more men in the tank. He went
mu alone to their aid. refusing to allow
any of his platoon to accompany him,
.rescued three of them from the (lames,
which set lire to his overcoat, and
brought ihem all hack to safety. I?nrlier
in the day the same sergeant, had brought

Then, as it exploded, they dashed for-
ward and dropped half a dozen more
through the .same opening. They found
what was left of more than a dozen
Roches inside.

A lieutenant. leading Ids platoon along

YANKS LEAVE HINDENBURG LINE FAR BEHIND

The Missing Three Hundred

down a Boche airplane with machine gun
fire.

Not the least spectacular of the ex-
ploits during the attack was that of a
Catholic priest from New York. Three
times this chaplain threaded his way
back and forth across the battlefront,
after going over the top with his bat-
talion when' tiio attack started with
nothing but a prayer hook in his hand.
Then, on the following day, after tend-
ing the wounded all night, he and other
chaplains worked under shell fire from
daybreak until sunset burying dead.

liven after the Americans? part in the
program of attack was finished, after
they had gained their objectives and the
Australians had telescoped through them
to continue (ho gains, some of the Amer-
icans did not stop.

For several days there wore, roughly,
,?}oo Americans who could not be ac-
counted for. It was ascertained that
they had not been killed, that they were
not; wounded: they could not have been
taken prisoner. They were simply miss-
ing.

An American captain who had come
out of the line two days previously
sought information from an Australian
who arrived at a dressing station in an
ambulance.

? ?Seen any Americans?' ? repeated
the Aussie. ?Seen 'em! I should say
I have. And you ought: to see ?em. too.
They've been up there fighting for three
days and they'll never get enough of it.
If you're looking for them, you had bet-
ter wait around until wo come out of
the line. They won't be back before
then."

Not. the least important result of the
lighting around Bellicourt is the admira-
tion and approval the Yariks have won
from those veterans of European war-
fare, the Australians, and the sealing of
friendship between them of which his-
tory will be bound to take uote.88 ORPHANS ADOPTED IN BEST WEEK

Continued from Page I
orphans or, rather, for two children of
crippled French soldiers. We are not
so ?dam parliekier' about who we gel.
hut, if you permit us a choice, let's
say one hoy and one girl.

Christinas is not very far off. and it. is
up to (lie A.K.F. to give itself a merry
Christmas hy seeing to it Unit at least
.Itsi needy orphans of French soldiers
wlm have given their lives in defense
of their country and I lie common prin-
ciples for whirli both Frenchmen and
Americans are lighting ran look for-
ward to a year tilled not witli anxiety,
hm witli real Christmas happiness and
good cheer.

Send nil eoiiiinnuieal ions regarding
flic Christmas (lift War Orphans to
TIIF, STARS AND STRII'KS. 1 Rue
des Italians. I?aris. France.

Supply Co.. F.A 1
Dot. Klili Co.. M.M. Hok! 1
Mrs. Mary M. flatmakcr, <7lncii.-nall. 0hi0.... 1
I?vt. ('has. K. Snpph'i* 1
[.is. Itossoll J). Kills and Mm)]] S. Ally 1
Civil Postal Clerks. A.P.O. 70U 1
Col. Roger 0. Mason 1
0. K, lnf 2
1. T. 11. Frnnkeiiherry '?
Major William W. Richardson 1
<.x>, J). Ain. Tr -

Kith Co.. Stevedore Regt 1
U. Tims. K. Rlahy 1
I Oil) Co. Dot,, Motor Meehs.. A.S 1
Co. K, Ain. Tr -

Supply Co., Art-. C A.C 2
Plh Co., Motor Meehs.. A.S 1
(M. C, Knirrs 1
llattery K, P.A 1

i Supply Co.. K.A 1
, Dlv. Surgeon** Olllee. Lightning J)!v 1

1 Co. C. lnf 1
Sanitary Squad No. 1, Camp Hasp. No. 11.... 1

Halloon Co. 1
> VMllsU'd Mon. Co. A. Ist Army Hors, Regt.... 1

Instructors. Army Candidates School 1
Knllsted Men. M.11.5. Unit 1
Lu Kenneth A. MaeCowan 1
Dr. William P. Lucas 1

Previously adopted

?\u25a0The other day oar company car-
toonist put up on the bulletin I?? I
a row of possibilities, i.c.. Frculic kids
of every description, size and classifi-
cation of beauty and lack of it. Oo
what, you can for us. We don't believe
cartoonists, anyhow."

Marble Hearts Melt
I?vea the marble heart of an Ml?-

was softened hy the Christmas spirit.
Actually! A lieutenant sent in .TOO
francs for a ??young scrapper," adding.
"It Is the best catch I have made in
a year of military policing.?

There were, in fact, two adoptions
to the credit of the M.T.?s. The second
come from a divisional company of
M.IVs. most of whom used to be New
York policemen, hut who have got a
heat just now along Shellhole Road in-
stead of Fifth Avenue or the Bowery.
The request called for two children and.
not only that, it contained the informa-
tion that (lie wherewithal for the adop-
tion of two more children would be
coming after?yes, you?ve guessed it?
payday.

The shattering of the weekly total
hy (lie adoption of S 3 Christmas (lift

War Orphans was not (lie only record
that went hy the hoard. Company C.

Fngrs., adopted seven orphans and
sent in $01!).-17 in American money
orders (3.WX) francs). It is a now mark
for generous giving in a single company.

Orphans were adopted this week as
follows:

K. ». Htiwy. 51.0. r . A.1'.0. 702 1
Aliib. i'«. S:m. Tr 1

Vilb.« 11. M;ir«ncrlii? O.ivloril, llinnfon!, Conn.. 1
IVrs.iMicl Oilin', lof
Major linrniil M. M. I lays. M.O J
Lt. s. <?, Itir.ilii'vin, !??. A *

l'nn. HiiMcry, A.A.C.A *
Mfichliii* Simp Truck Uuli No ?. A.1?.0. 7?n.. 1
Mlm Klciiiiur Kclliikk Taft. Wairrbsiry. Odum... 1
??ln honor <if Irrrm Franklin? (bashful iiutllco) i
<*o. <». Am. Tr ]
Kattcry 11. K.A 1
Tin* Sailor ll.l*. Ilox. lloi.ornry Pn'sii. 1,.5.

Total

DELMONICO?S IS NO MORE

Naval Air Sltlloh, - ??, I?s«iu;r 2
Co. 11, Ml* VUniter; 1). ?- !\u25a0'.A ]
lluitery K. K.A Jlinttery T, - J
Co. 11. lnf ;; ]
<?!il L L. 11. WiitreM. Huso 11 1
Co. 1). lnf -

A IVleiul. -- Am. Tr |
Slid |l:i. Detail. I!c]rs. Co.. K.A.. 1
Srft. (ami Mrs.) Doan I?l.'iner. OM. Del..

a.i'.o. :or. J
M..,11,-H| I)|-| 1.. Art 10.A.C.I j
r.nsc Onsor'* onicc *
To. r. Knurs ]
M Ji>lm I*. Moaloy. Arm Sn*l I
onirrr*. n< :«l No. S At lotion III"!. < oiitor .*

?Tlir Mnv?rlllv Tour*' ]
MM. Ilrsraprll l.ub ?

Amh. fo. No. ? \u25a0 r
Atb'ir Lou 1m? llajipork, Trl. I'nil. S.C I

Company (*. Kiicrs *
I.t. It. S. Saltux, .?r.. F.A.. 1
onircrs lfr;r*.. Hrlsc-nlo, I'A I
Amb. <V>. No

"

Non-rom. porsonnrl. Smilsltoal Dopt.. A.S.
1More a Little Later

What is more. Company C said, with
the simplicity that bespeaks all true
philanthropists. "We export to add to
this a little later." At the same time
Itatlery E. I*?.A., a regiment, repre-
sented last week by the adoption of
two orphans, telegraphed their reipiesl
for four children.

The allotment, of Christmas Cift. War
Orphans to their adopting units is al-
ready under way by the Tied Cross com-
mittee in charge of the work and the
actual payment of money to the chil-
dren will begin within a few days?for,
so acute is the need, we tire not, going
to wait until Christinas to start the
O.M. Santa Clans of the A.E.F. on his
first rounds. There are winter clothes
to he bought, for one thing, and the
davs are growing constantly chillier.

If the record of 125 Christmas Gift
War Orphans adopted In two weeks Is
a trustworthy sign. It looks ns If tho
A.E.F. will have this entire family of
a half thousand little hoys and girls,
who by the way. are all photographed,
listed and ready for adoption, living
in the comfort and cheer of a home
by the time the first snow flies.

How to Be a Santa Claus
Any company, platoon, detachment,

odice staff?in short, any unit of indi-
vidual?can adopt a Christmas Gift War
Orphan simply by contributing 500
francs for its support for one year.

The money is sent to TITE STARS
AND STRIPES, and by it turned over
to a special committee of the American
Red Cross for disbursement. The Red
Cross itself stands all expenses Incurred
in administering the War Orphan
funds. Thus, every cent contributed to
take care of a Christmas War Orphan
is spent on the actual care and comfort
of the child.

No restrictions are placed upon the
methods by which money may he raised
to adopt a Christinas Gift War Orphan.
Hut the sooner it is raised, the better.

[l!y( 'aiim; ro Til I-'. STAUS AND STltl I?iCS]
AMHUICA, Out. 10.?Debuonieo?s has

gone into receivers? bands after :i
famous career extending back to IS-T.

Huron* tin* war a single large affair
often brought in from $2,000 to So.OOO.
Last, wool; a miliiary wedding was bold
tbere. and tlio only extra charge ibe
accountants got on tboir books was $2
for a ink-ber of eider.
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/isULFrom the
Minute Man of *76
to the Mtnute Men
of 1918 in France

COSIRAPER
Ton wouldn't know the best looking public building In New

York those days. You wouldn?t expect the Public Library, set
at Fifth Avenue and Forty-second Street whore the best look-
ing and the best dressed plrls In the world glide by. would
ever pet careless about Its appearance, would you?

The other day Its stately steps were transformed by the
erection of a small blllbbard right at their foot that made
passersby wonder. The next morning at R a. m. a painter-man
roost ins on a scaffold, pot busy smearing that billboard with
some sort of poster, and people wondered still more.

You see, they didn't know that General Pershing had cabled
that be wanted a hundred thousand books a month for his boys
at the front to read.

The War Department, reserving 50 tons cargo space per
month in our ships, asked tho American Library Association to
gather the books needed. IVhat? Why, of course those dignified
old institutions grabbed off the chance, all over the country.
And the New York Public Library certainly took off its coat
and didn't give a hurrah how it looked for a time so long as
it could help.
Those stately steps soon looked as if a rummage sale was at

full spin on them.
Young store girls, middle-aged shoppers, and people with

limousine figures all began to stock up books there. Books In
great piles! You'd have thought the Public Library was be-
ing dispossessed for not pitying rent.

In two weeks' time three hundred thousand volumes were
dumped on those proud steps. And they weren't books such as
a second-hand dealer who. like Atlantic City, seems to reject
nothing would shrink from taking on. They were almost
wholly works of fiction meant to liven up life a bit.

You know how sad or humorous most gifts are. Your only
rich relative sends you a pair of suspenders when what you
hoped for was a pair of those rather necessary garments which
suspenders are designed to hold up. And some escaped luna-
tic sends you something no one else in the wide, wide world
would have any use for. Well, a couple of these nuts at
large horned into this friendly gathering. One sent a complete
file of tho ?Undertakers' Review,? to give away which must
have cost him a twinge, and another robbed his eager heirs
by sending a series of reports of Greenwood Cemetery.

But tho most amusing gift of the campaign was furnished by
a world-famous stage-woman, who is or well, just a
trifle vain about her looks. She sent only one book. It boro
her name on the cover as author. And its title was, "The
Secret of My Beauty.?

Hoping you enjoy hearing how things are going on this
side, I solute you.

Tub Minuxb Man or ?76.
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Two Other Special Agencies in the War Zone
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