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50,000 INQUIRERS
GIVEN PROPER STEER

Soldiers? Service Department
Averages 1,500 Let-

ters a Week

ARMY?S WAGERS SETTLED
Poker, Chevrons, Naturalization,

Wives and Earthquakes Ail
Asked About

The Soldiers? Service Department of
THE STARS AND STRIPES estab-
lished a record for itself Jast Saturday
when 500 letters from members of the
A.E.F. were placed in its hands. And
while this brief summary of its work is
the first occasion on which even the fact
of its existence has been made known to
the Army, still the Soldiers? Service De-
partment has been receiving, for the past
four months, an average of 1,500 letters
every week. It has sent out something
over 50,000 letters in eight months,
written mostly by a man named Smith.

What are they about? Everything.
Can men who came over with General
Pershing wear a star in addition to
their service stripes? Can anyone in
the A.E.F. wear the fourragfere? Can
an American soldier be discharged in
France? When are we going home?
How do I get previous enlistment pay?
Whereabouts in America will the free
farms for soldiers be located? Tell my
mother I?m all right. How can I be
naturalized? How can I take a course
in Jurisprudence in a French university
after the war? What?s all this talk
about a new uniform? Must I have a
birth certificate to marry a French girl?

Those are just general questions. For
every one mentioned above, the Soldiers?
Service Department can show
sometimes hundreds of identical queried

Anst ns Hard to Look Up
Here are a few more specific samples,

which are just as hard to look up as are
those where one answer will fit a thou-
sand different O.D. inquirers;

When did the San Francisco earth-
quake occur?

In a game of blackjack, A is dealing
(no need to go on with that one; the

genial party in charge of the S.S.D. is
of course a card sharp?that?s the first
qualification for the job).

Did the song, "All we do is sign the
payroll? originate on the Mexican bor-
der?

Will you kindly tell my wife that I
am well and send her my address?

Please send me the name of a firm
which can supply me with a blow torch,
a rat tail file, two six inch cold chisels,
etc.

What are the expenses of a trip to
Cork City, Ireland.

How many rounds did the Johnson
Jeffries fight last, and what was the
date? (Apparently he knows who won.)

Queries like and unlike these have
been pouring in in such bulk ever since
THE STARS AND STRIPES was un-
furled to the breeze last February
that a department simply had to be
created to attend to them. So it was.
It started in a small way and grew with
the Amy. Word of its existence has
not been spread abroad, but everybody
In the Army seems to know that that
department exists?anyway, they tell it
all their troubles. And now that the
Army?s stay in foreign parts is begin-
ning to show prospects of really termi-
nating sometime, there is no barm in
letting the Army know that the S.S.D.
has been doing business all along.

One Big Question Now
There Is just about one question that

inquirers are concerned over now. It
is phrased In a thousand Ways, but the
whole thousand come down to this;
When are we going home?

Ask us. We don?t know. We are
personally interested, too; we don?t in-
tend to linger on here with no Army to

\u25a0write about. When the S.S.D. gets a
question like that, it answers it to the
best of its ability, either by admitting
frankly that it doesn?t know, or by giv-
ing the inquirer the right steer.

That, in a word. Is the idea of the
S.S.D.?to give the soldier the right
steer. If it can?t answer his question,
it at least tells him who can, if an an-
swer is reasonably possible.

The S.S.D. has had thousands and
thousands of francs at its disposal.
Every third man or so who writes in
wants an argument settled which, he
proudly states, he has backed in the
coin of the realm, and the fruit of
many paydays has been disposed of in
consequence.

A few weeks ago the Soldiers? Service
Department received word that six
American Catholic soldiers were dying
In a hospital near Paris. A priest was
wanted, and a priest could not be found.
It was not a question for Hoyle or the
World Almanac to settle, not an answer
to be prepared through a consultation
of the file of G.O.?s and a typewriter.
The department located a priest though,
and the priest was carried to the hos-
pital In a STARS AND STRIPES car
in time to administer the last rites to
the dying men.

And the next day several hundred,
or at least a dozen, men wrote in to
learn about the Mexican service stripe.

CAMERA MAN KILLED,
PLATES GIVE UP TALE

Lieut. Estep Photographs
Hill Which Quickly Be-

comes His Grave

DIES IN SIGHT OF SEDAN

Pictures Reveal Drama of Burst-
ing Shells and Crawling Men

Above Deadly Valley

In the dark room of a photographic
laboratory near Paris this week two
sensitized gelatine plates gave up the
secret of the last minutes of Lieut.
Ralph Estep, who was killed within
sight of Sedan after he had faced
death alihost daily for three months so
that millions of people could see through
the eye of his camera what modern war
is like.

Gradually taking on lights and
shadows, the two plates showed the
crest of a barren hill with shells burst-
ing and casting up great spouts of
earth, and just beyond the cregt a valley
black with the shadows of late after-
noon, a valley that holds Lieut. Estep?s
grave.

Lieut. Estep had snapped the photo-
graphs a few moments before another
one of those big shells burst and left
him lifeless at the side of his camera
and plate pack. That was about 5' p.m.
of November 7?three days before the
last guns of the war were fired.

A dozen penciled lines in his note-
book, titles for the dozen pictures he
had taken just before he was killed,
make complete the story that the last
photographs tell. He had written titles
for every plate by numbers, and Plates
No. 1,2, 3, 4 and 5 showed the platoon
.forming for the reconnaissance. Plate
Pfo. 6- pictured a ?slight brush,? the
'first -sight of the enemy.

Writes: ?Men Crawling?

The dramatic climax was shown in
Plates 11 and 12, his last ones, and in
his note book the record stands;

11.?Burst?Killed.
12.?Men crawling.
The pictures were all taken on a

cloudy day and are full of shadows,
with little contrast, and 11 shows
only the edge of the hill and the huge
funnel-shaped shell burst. The word
"killed? probably referred to what he
had seen happen to the men just ahead
of him. Picture No. 12 shows another
huge column of flying earth with a line
of doughboys dimly silhouetted against
the darkness of the valley.

The last writing on the page?the
lieutenant's last words were simply;
?Nov. 7?Pack 16.? Lieutenant Estep
had reloaded his camera just before he
fell.

Lieut. Estep?s death is only one of
the casualities among the 100 Signal
Corps officers and men who have been
taking Still and motion pictures of the
fighting Americans. One other photo-
grapher was dangerously wounded and
six others were wounded more or less
seriously. Another camera man, who
had been listed as killed, has just been
accounted for as a prisoner of war
through a postcard he mailed from a
German prison camp, asking his buddy
to send him his heavy sweater.

Takes Rifle, Goes With Patrol
He is Corporal Daniel J. Sheehan,

and his story is typical of the hazards
the camera man takes. Corporal Shee-
han and another Signal Corps man went
into the St. Mihiel sector after the
advancing Infantry, and took several
reels of pictures before the roads became
thick and almost motionless with traffic
and an. embargo was placed on the
movement of everything except men
and food and munitions. So, after his
automobile had been seized to haul back
wounded, and his camera had been sal-
vaged by the Q.M.C., Corporal Sheehan
picked up a rifle and started out with
a patrol.

That was the last account bis com-
manding officer had of him until the
postcard came back from Germany.
Meanwhile, there had been several men
named Sheehan listed in casualty re-
ports, and after an interval of three
weeks Corporal Sheehan was presumed
dead.

Up in the photographic laboratories
where they developed films of the still
and movie pictures the camera men take,
they tell you that the camera man must
face a shell for every click of the
camera shutter, a bullet for every flicker
in the film.

Preserve Historic Battles
Through the work of these men,

American soldiers all through France
and the folks back home are shown
what St. Mihiel was like, why the
Argonne had to be battered at as if
it were a wall and how the great
American Army straightened out and
leaped away for Sedan when it broke
through the dam of man-power that
Germany tried to interpose.

There were dark, rainy days when
the camera man?s game was bad, and
then cameras were put aside for rifles.
The camera men have been pinch hitters
in almost every other branch of the
service, helping build bridges and haul

DOUGHBOYS BUILD
TRENCHES IN S.O.S.

Infantrymen Set Record for
Cable Laying in Four

Day Job
The first anniversary of the establish-

ment of the United States Signal Corps
office in Base Section No. 2 came this
month. The number of messages han-
dled daily has jumped during the year
from three to several thousand, making
the office second only to that at Tours.

At 6:15 p.m. on November 15, 19X7,
Corporal Fred C. Moffat opened Amer-
ican telegraphic communications be-
tween Bordeaux and Paris. Three tele-
grams were transmitted that evening.

By November 15, 1918, the office,
which one year ago could have been
housed in a drygoods box, had expanded
to an establishment requiring a person-
nel of 50 men and a plant with 32 desk
positions from which radiate circuits to
25 outside cities and camps. This cen-
tral office handled on October 8. 4,620
telegrams, and on November 14, 3,177.

Some Speedy Doughboys
To doughboys stationed at a rest camp

near by goes the credit for making one
of the quickest wire-laying jobs on rec-
ord. At the time the telephone ex-
change was moved from its former loca-
tion to the new headquarters it was
necessary to install 100 circuits between
the new building and the French Ex-
change, a distance of nearly a mile,
through the busiest part of the business
district. The presence of signal and
power wires in the air at various points
made the installation of an aerial cable
impracticable.

A full Infantry company of 220 men
was selected for the duty.. They went
to work at 7 p.m. with picks and
shovels, and, with the aid of 12 acety-
lene searchlights, they worked all night.
At 7 a.ra. they were relieved by another
Infantry company, augmented by the
original 50 men and 20 colored Steve-
dores.

The work continued in this way from
7 p.m. Friday nijtht until 2 a.m. Mon-
day, when the last shovelful of earth
was thrown into the trench.

J. COQUILLOT
BOOT MAKER

PJRIS and SAUMUR
BOOTS and PUTTEES to order

Large ASSORTMENT ready made.
75. Av. dei Champs Elysets, Paris.
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Wetter* I,

SS tines.
BANKERS, MERCHANTS AND SHIPPERS
Exchange Ame.ican and Canadian a/ «j per
Currency Notes at a fixed rate of fr/ X $

Traveller*' cheque* caehei at the best rote*
Cheque* drawn under letter* of credit exchanged
Alt hi: it erf But'nee* trumpeted

Officers and Ken of: the United States and Canadian Forces era
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eetrioe, amt facilities that liar rod* ora able. lo oßer them.

HARRODS LTD LONDON, S.W.I,

Wigwembehind
on orders1&Indians'
SaM Gnat'Bffcaui Mat htiitll eupeditioaary tone m
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a military necessity.
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Allied Armies.
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9? Uncle Sam.
We feel sure that our civilian customers who have suffered
delay by this condition will be pattern until such time aa we
caaresume ourregular deliveries.
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BORDEAUX RELENTS,
AND YANKS GET FED

Rolling Kitchens Finally Al-
lowed to Clutter Classic

Streets
All the traditions of the city of Bor-

deaux. from'the time of the Roman
conquest down, were broken the other
day in order that a detachment of
doughboys might be served with hot
dinners while they were employed in
work on an electric cable in the heart
of the city.

It was a day and night job, and the
officers desired to ad to the comfort
of the men as much as possible by set-
ting up some Army kitchens in one of
the streets and serving piping hot cof-
fee and chow.

But the gendarme, representative of
French law and order, objected. Capt.
W, R. Matheny, Signal Officer, took the
matter up with the chief of police, and
finally with the mayor. The latter de-
murred, owing to the fact that there
was no law or custom w'hereby such a
thing could be done.

He, however, finally gave in on condi-
tion that a side street should be -used
and the street closed for the time being,
with an M.P. at each end.

This was duly done, and the hot meals
were served.

HOTELBRIGHTON. PARIS
2IS Rut cfe Rivoli (Tuiltrist)

MEURICE
HOTEL and
RESTAURANT

228 Rue de Rivoli
(Opposite TuUeriea Gardem)

Restaurant Open to Non-Residents

STORAGE &FORWARDING
OF BAGGAGE, ETC.

To All Parts of the World.

PITT & SCOTT L"
47 Rue Catnbon, Pwi«

and at
LONDON, NEW YORK. etc.

l*eph\

back wounded. In addition, there are
several photographers who can tell you
manful tales of close-up fighting with
the enemy and of prisoners taken at the
point of a lens.

One thing they?ll emphasize, though.
That is, it?s dangerous to use a movie
camera too near the front. It will draw
fire. It looks too much like a new-
fangled machine gun, and a doughboy
can?t always stop to inquire delicately
who is behind it when he sees a movie
machine poked at him from a clump of
trees. Many a movie man has faced
the danger from doughboy guns which
were trained on a supposed machine gun
nest which was only a moving picture
camera nest.

ON THE RIGHT TRAIL
Courier: Where can I find Major

Tactics?
Third Assistant Adjutant: Never

heard of him. What?s he in?
Courier; Search me. The Army, I

suppose.
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the THRESHER
TRENCH COAT
THE ORIGINAL TRENCH COAT OF SEP
TEMBER/1914, recommended by the W.O
to all the O.C. Corpe in the Britieh Army
jn france the firtt winter of the war.
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