
24 DREADNAUGHTS,
350 DESTROYERS,

FOR UNCLE?S NAVY
Fleet?s Strength in 1920

Will Be Twice That
of Last Year

MERCHANT SHIP INCREASES
No Let-Up in Nation?s Aim to

Put the Flag Again on All
Seven Seas

[ByCaiu.eto THIS STARS AND STRIPES]
AMERICA. Dee. 12.?Oar Navy has

not only become decidedly big, but the
House naval committee, considering
naval appropriations for 1020. has de-
vAopcd the fact'llint the American Navy,
telhnt vear, will he double what It was
m ]!)l7.'

No comparison has been made public
as to capital ships, hut announcement
has been made that the number of all
ships will he about 800. Twenty-four
dreadnoughts have been planned for the
fleet hy 1020. These now number 10,
and five others will lie built before July.
1920. Tliroe hundred and fifty new de-
stroyers also will bo completed by that
time.

Not Enough States for Names
Rear Admiral Taylor, chief of the

construction division, enumerating the
vessels added or to he added, named 250
submarine chasers, 112 patrol boats, 25
or -10 submarines, 50 mine sweepers, and
(he five dreadnanghts. three of which,
the Idaho. Tennessee and California, are
now nearing completion.

The .'l5O destroyers will increase our
Navy hy 250 and will probably wive ns
a fleet of that type of vessel well up to
our position ns a naval power. Scene
tary Daniels recently appeared before
(he naval eouunillee and pressed the
continuation for three years of I lie naval
building program. The entire program
will Rive us a final result of ."1 dread-
naughts. all of the first rank, ami we
shall not have enough State names to go
around.

The Oovernment building of merchant
ships Is continuing steadily, and no sug-
gestion has been made hy anybody that
it be stopped with Ihe passing of the
war .emergency. "Wooden ships now arc
eliminated, and everything is centered
on large freighters and similar steed
shipping. While Ibis whole matter will
become a mailer for congressional deci-
sion wilh Hie ending of the war, it
seems altogether probable that we shall
continue a large shipbuilding program
up to Hie limit of all possible commer-
cial usefulness.

Tlie ring on nil the Seas
America is thrilled Jit 111' 1 knowiedKO

of ils lias on nil sens anain nml will
Tiof yield it. C?linirman Hurley of the;
Shipping Hoard times Hint tin; I.a Fol-
lette soninrii's ni l slinll have n prnellcal
tost under tionnnl conditions luTon; It
Is modilled or repenlid. Ilf snys his
mind Is o]ifn about it. nml llmt he wnnts
to Pinko the AnuTicmi merchant iiinrlnc
ns frond nn American ninfliine ns pos-
sible :m<l truly American in operation
and livlip; eondilions with the support of
an intelligent inddif heliind it. lie says:

Then If wo rjuiu'if ih*?S»* sh'lp.s on
the ocoan without tin.* coolie ;tml his howl
of rice, it will 1.0 Urn** lo >;«» to Cojurross
;incl ask for h*'!p. Th<* I.:i F»ilh-it<* act
has not yet hoon tostod Immmiisv of ab-
normal c»on<lit ImiH. I si in <?von a little
prejudiced in fav-u- *if :hu avs hrosinso it
raises human standards in owan trans-
portation and Industry. I po. ho-
llevo pood human standards an* not only
desirable, hut also that thry work hotter
than poor human standards.

In another slaioinoni Chairman Hur-
ley indicates that lie expects to propose
that a world's standard for seaiiieii vs
wnpos he adopted. Such an interna-
tional agreement would, of <*ourse. dim-
inate the eheaji Inhor competition which
hitherto has confronted American ship-
pinp.

D.D. BACK AGAIN
ON PUNISHMENT LIST

For Soldiers Convicted o'
Offenses Involving Mor-

al Turpitude

Dishonorable discharge from the Army
has come hack again onto Hie list of
military punishments as a result of the
approach of peace. (J.O. '.117 specifically
stales that, so much of a previous order
fom (7.1-I.Q. as reipiircs the retention
of general court-martial prisoners with
their ogauizaturns and the non-imposi-
tion of the discharge, is revoked.

Soldiers In combat milts who are sen-
tenced to confinement for more than six
mouths will not. he retained with their
units, the order goes on to say, Imt. will
be sent to the Military Prison Camp at
St, Sulpico, just outside Rordeaux; No
sentence, the order adds, should Impose
more than six months? confinement at
hard, labor unless the sentence also in-
cludes dishonorable discharge.

The discharge in disgrace Is to he Im-
posed. the order directs, on soldiers con-
victed of larceny or other offences in-
volving moral turpitude, with the addi-
tion of such confinement, sentences ns
their eases may warrant. If Is further
directed that reviewing authorities
should freely exercise the power of sus-
pension given them by tho 52nd Article
of War, as amended by the Army Ap-
propriation Act of July 0, IfflS.

All general prisoners, and all prisoners
having on the receipt of G.O. 217 more
than six months? confinement to serve,
and now retained with their units, arc
to bo sent to St. Sulpico. Their com-
manding officers are ordered to send to
the commander of the prison camp. In
addition to the papers required by regu-
lations, reports showing tho prisoners'
conduct: while in confinement, the char-
acter of the work done, whether in com-
bat or otherwise, nnd such other facts
ns may indicate whether or not remis-
sion of all or a part of the sentences
should be made.

Y?S THIRD ARMY PLANS
American plays, vaudeville and mov-

ing pictures will bo transported up to
the regions abaft the Ilhino by the
Y.M.C.A.?s entertainment department as
fast as they can bo transported .up
there.

?

Edward D. Cray, the first regional Y
secretary of the 5.0.5., has gone Into
the region of occupation to do what he
can in the line of hiring German movie
houses and theaters in which to put on
American shows. Where these cannot
be obtalnocl.- the Y huts will be used.

REIMS CATHEDRAL,
LA GRANDE BLESSEE

Monsieur Huart?s Story

Oui, Monsieur, I call her la grande
blessee of the war. Hut see bow from
among the tumbled stones she still holds
her head high: she is only wounded, not
dead.

for four years 1 have lived in lioims,
my iiljri, the sacristy; anil, day by day.

I have watched as my gothic home lias
ennobled away about my ears. over
four thousand shells have fallen within
a stone's throw of the towers, they say

?eight hundred of them in the cathedral
itself. How well it has withstood this
siege! They built, strongly in the thir-
leenlli century. She is so immense;
Tiens ; Look at those buildings, there all
about ns how they have been shot to
dust. Have you seen a single whole
house in lids city. Monsieur? Scarcely
one among the fourteen thousand.

It is many a time, .though. I thought
these spires would mark my tomb. lint
it was my duly to stay. I am horn of
Reims. I: and my father died in '7O;
and my son is of ihe premier n'-g'minhl
dcs C?hanssciirs. I-'mir years in the
Ireiiilu-S. lie; his father was proud to
wilimleer to guard Ihe grandest nnnni-
meiil in France;' For. like the poilus. it
Is under tile government I have worked.
My reports are made to the department
of the Reaux Arts.

How it, has beer, hot. here? Forever
the shells have been knocking down that
fence, and that fence is necessary to
keci) people off these grounds. Thai has
been my duly. One must have author-
ity of the Crand Quart ier Heneral to
enter here. A hundred times f have
patched up that fence, sometimes alone,
sometimes wilh the help of poilus -one
w'ns killed right there beside me as we
worked?ugh! how his bine coat was
spattered with red. Sometimes by day
we workisl. sometimes at: night.

It. was nl niirht, 100. Hint we tool;
down th(' liiir hlass windows, piece liy
piece, pntlini; hai-1; hits of enrdhoiird in
Hie openitiffs so flint Uic Hoehes would
not. notice. (Tltey were only n few kilo-
tnelers over lh<; wny I here, yon know).
Thnl. time, (he pompiers f firemen!
helped me. Whnl n work- I?jirlilen 1
forty meters hiuh to (-limit nnd no lad
ders.' Hike flies, we crawled up and up
and linim' to Hie stone work, while every
minute W-h-h-h-h--e-e-e-K llnne:
nnd tln> old stoie? chips would lly about:
A head off another saint: I?fni! Hut
we saved the finest windows, iimn vlcnx

Up th«*n* anions the stone arches will
he the hardest, part to repair. A ttOr
came in there (luring April. 'l7.

And here by the Madonna is my eo!
?celion of the hip eochons who d'nln';
explode. I.a bonne rhaiiee. n'est ee pas

Keslore it? So they say. Anhitect.-
come every day to talk .?.hont It.

The roof is pone, von see--the hip fin-
in December, M-1. when the place wa-
used as a hospital and tilled with straw
for the wounded ro lie on. Many Her-
man wounded were here. 100. then.

That's what, scored the outside so
Yon have seen. The lire has burned
it. white like a skeleton, \\hat a sipht
The red flames liekinp up the pillars t-
the feet of the saints.

Vor this spring was Ih<? hanh-si ;
'l'll:.t tline* I liml In leave fur two day- !
to get food. Hefure. I had eaten will- |
the soldiers; Imt one morning wln-n I |
wont to Hio popute nothing was then-
.just u Iliads hole in tin* ground. At
that lime there was not a soul in It.dins.

\u25a0Every civilian had boon evacuated in
tlio night. The town was praelleally
surrounded. Shells popped in mi me
from (>very side. T went to sleep with
tho whistle of them and left off trying
to count their number. And not a lute
to eat.

How I missed my old cool;, she who
had cooked for mo all during 'H?. Ah.
that was sad. First her home was
burned, and then her little hoy. lie was
killed by n shell. I?auvre gars; It was
100 much: slip loft.

Yes. Monsieur, la grande Idessee. Hut
I have decorated her?you saw? The
rosette of trl-eolor Hags high up over
the round window. At eleven o'clock on
that day 1 did it.

They float proudly up there, the colors,
where silently she looks about in dignity
over her ruined city; don't you think so?

MEDICO COLONEL
HOT AFTER COOTIE

Old Bill Louse Wins Two
Whole Paragraphs

in G.O.

Old BUI Louse, the well-known shlrt-
and-man-cating rodent.?or Is it Insect??

it. not going to be allowed to pet away
with it much longer. Two whole para-
graphs of G.O. 210 are devoted parti-
cularly to his Cootie-ship, and in them
js the announcement, that a full colonel'
'of the Medical Corps is detailed for
duty ?in charge of all activities with
reference to the delonsinp of the
armies."

?The health of the troops." says the
General Order, ?larpoly depends upon
the completeness with which delonsinp
and bathing is done, especially during
the coining period of diminished activity
and relatively permanent stations.?

The cootie-commander of tho A.E.F.,
Col. IT. L. Gilchrist, is also charged
with the supervision of the degassing
service's equipment and personnel, which
service is. by tho terms of the order,
attached to the Quartermaster Corps.
AViih if-will be incorporated the degas-
sing equipment and personnel hiihorro
operated hy the .Salvage Service.

THE STARS AND STRIPES, FRIDAY, DECEMBER IS,

FRANC MOVING UP,
RISE TO CONTINUE

Gain of 25 Centimes Al-
ready Scored in Reckon-

ing Army Pay

YANKS ARRIVE TOO RICH

Paper Money Plan Was Under
Consideration in Days Before

Armistice

The armistice, mid Ihe general indi-
cations of ?continued fair" on the vic-
tory barometer which wen; evident be-
fore November 11, have raised hoi) with
the franc. The franc Is not what it
used -to. be. Or, rather, the good old
American dollar is not what it used to
he. I!ut the armistice and tins victory
are not wholly to blame. The American
soldier inis been 'bringing too much
money to France.

Meanwhile, the franc continues its
joyous course upward toward normal,
which is 5.18 and it fraction to tin* dol-
lar. The Q.M.C. is'now converting dol-
lars into frtincs to the time of 5.45, ns
against 5.50 in the weeks-immediately
preceding October Jll. ,

It seems a long way hack to the hey-
dey times of 5.70,? when a hnek private's
?:::! were handed out to -him as a muni-
ficent. total of ISS.IO frillies. That same
s;::;

t on the November payroll, was worth
only 17!).55 francs.

5.70 Highest Mark Reached
? Five seventy was the. highest pitch

the dollar ever reached, so fur us any
A.M.I?. salary is concerned. A few
American treasury checks have brought
as high as 5.50. The 5.70 rate held for
about 15 months, when it. slid down, or
rather up. to 5.05. This break in the
line was followed by a rupture to 5.50
and now to 5.-15.

Financial iiuolations. like Uio date of
ihe peace treaty, are nothing for mere
man to prognosticate, hut before long
it will take fewer than 5.-15 francs to
buy one 0.l >. dollar.

The .-ad pari of the whole sad story
is that Him rise of Hie fraue is not
primarily due to the victories of the
Allied arms. All these have helped, hut
ihe real offender is the American soldier.
If he would only come Franco broke,
all might lie well. Hut. he doesn't

The Q.M.C. estimates that the amount

WILSON
The SMALLEST but SMARTEST.

UMBRELLA SHOP in PARIS
8 RUE DUPHOT

Sticks andRiding Whips

Philip;
I * 11.; W

of paper money. . meaning THJocl old
American greenbacks, brought \u25a0 into
France by the inpouring American
Army has averaged "510 per man. This
is without counting officers.-. Count the,,
officers. wiio are far fewer in number
but- manage to tele more of the stuff
with them, and the grand average rises,
to ?ir>.

Where the Dollars Go
Arrived hi. France, the sells

tin; dollars for as much as lie can get
for them?probably around o.IJO. some-
times even less. The result is the estab-
lishment in France, through American
treasury notes, of a substantial credit
balance against the United States."

The $lO average; 'too, does not In-
clude the money which the soldier may.
have brought with him

--

in traveler?s
cheeks.

Prior to the armistice a plan was be-
ing considered whereby troops in' the
army zone?troops, that Is, in the lino
or not, very far behind it?might have
been paid wholly in paper money. A
French financial commission, which had
been considering the question with
American and British military officials
present in an advisory capacity, was
debating the practicability of issuing
paper notes of half franc, franc and
two franc denominations.

Tlils'stcp would not have been taken
because of any depreciation of French
currency. The reason was-the shortage
of actual metal.

Silver at High Premium
Silver itself now commands all over

the world a higher premium than it
lias in generations. The New Tork quo-
l.ation is over a dollar an ounce. There
is still a long way to go, however, lie-
fore" the value of the silver in the
coins of any country readies the face
value of the coin.

It was in order to get metal--for now
coins that the half franc, franc and
two franc Napoleon 111 pieces were
recently called in and demonetized by
the French Government. The announce-
ment that, after a certain- date, coins
of the empire would he worth only a
fraction of their face value had the
Immediate effect of releasing from many
an old stocking and garden wall a flood
of sliver that, returned to the French
mint, is already reappearing in the
form of specie of the familiar current
design.
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TAILOR OUTFITTER
Has tlie Most Practical ?Bedding Roll? for tlie Front

SPECIAL MILITARY CATALOGUE SENT POST FREE

MACDOUGAL & Co.,
1 bis RUE AUBER (Opposite American Express £o.)

American Military Tailors.

UNIFORMS TO ORDER IN 48 HOURS
Interlined Trench Coats, Embroidered Insignia and
Service Stripes, Sum Urowne Helts, etc, etc.
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WHERE TO SHOP
IN PARIS

To obtain quality and value
and to be -well attended, go to

The Reliable Department Store

AU PRINTEMPS
BOULEVARD HAUSSMANN

(Close to the Optra, the Madeleine Church and Salnt-Lazare Station)

Finest Collection of Suitable Christmas Gifts
LATEST CREATION IN LADIES? DRESS

MilitaryEquipment - Hosiery - Sports - BeddingRolls
Leather Goods - Photographic Supplies, etc.

EVERYTHING OBTAINABLE AT
LOWEST PRICES

Write for our SPECIAL WINTER and CHRISTMAS CATALOGUES.
Orders promptly executed by our English staff.

Parcels can be forwarded direct to the front and to any address In the
United States,

All shipping done tree of charge over 25 francs,

Torcmj&od at :!,(? I?rlnthi.' O'hos of the Continniul "I,ally Mail.? Cans. 1. firm. Oi-n.nl.
Vrinted at the 1 OtP.rif uf '\u25a01 .0 Joiinift!.? Varla.

' 1918,

LETTER OF SYMPATHY
Maj. Gen. John Biddle, commanding

Base Section No.? !) (England), has re-
ceived from .-the British Admiralty a
letter writteiuby Mrs. Winifred David-
son, wife of Captain- Davidson of the
British Navy, requesting that an ex-
pression of her sympathy bp conveyed to
the relatives of the Americans who lost
their lives in the wreck of the steamer
Otranto.

\u25a0 She also expresses- her pride ?that
Captain Davidson is buried with so
many of the American soldiers he tried
so hard to save.?

A detachment of American. Engineers
stationed at the Knotty Ash .embarka-
tion camp, near Liverpool, formed the
burial party that cared for the victims
of Xhc Otranto disaster, which resulted
in the greatest'single Toss of American
troops cri route to Europe. The burial
party, probably the largest ever made
up in the A.E.F., went out to the.lsland
of Islay, off Liverpool, to lay the men
from the Otranto to rest beside many
of their brothers who were lost-on the
Tuscanla.

FRONT CHEVRON PLANNED
A distinctive chevron to be worn by

men of the A.E.F. who. saw service in
the front line or in actual combat is
under consideration, but no decision
upon- it has been announced yet.
Whether or not a chevron for oliicers
and men mobilized-in the United States
who did not get' to France will be
authorized is now being considered in
Washington.

WATCHES
LONGINES

GONTARD
11 rue Auber - PARIS

THE NEW

FLEX PUTTEES,
II 9

-INjKKIONLY-
Speclallydesigned for officers and men
of l!m American and British Armies

HTBIEBIC-SHART-BEIMG
? Fadeless -V/ill not

shrink, stretch, slip or twist.
On sale at all leading,stores all over

Franco or direct from '

afrs BOS &PU L \u25a0«

234. Faub. Saint-Martin. PARIS'
Manufacturer*. wholesalers an**

i iTtnilers.

STORAGE &FORWARDING
OF BAGGAGE, ETC.

To All Paris, of the World.

PITT & SCOTT LTff

47 Rue Cambon, Paris
and at

LONDON, NEW YORK, eic.

OFFICERS?KHAKI SHIRTS
Furnisher in Men A. RAGON lames? Pgjaps

32'Avcnuc de rOpdra, Paris

The Harvard Club of Paris
All Harvard men'in the American Expeditionary Forces are

invited to attend the

Harvard Victory Dinner
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14th, AT 7 p.m.
at the HOTEL PALAIS d?ORSAY, PARIS

Tickets twenty-five .francs, on sale at, the Harvard Bureau,.
American University Union, 8 Rue de Richelieu* Paris, and at.
the dining'room door. Please reply at .the. earliest possible dats
to the secretary at the above address.

Guaranty Trust Company of NewYork
Paris: 1 & 3 Rue des Italians

United States Government Depository
in France and in England.
Affords Americans, the Services of. an
American BankTwith American Methods.

SpecialFacilities to theAmerican Expeditionary Force
Capital and Surplus - - - - - $ 50,000,000
Resources more than - - - - - $600,000,000

m AMERICAN ARMIES
S READY FOR USE
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POPULAR HISTORY 1

of FRANCE
by B. VAN VORST '

A Adams Chiclets
Adams Pepsin
Adams Spearmint
Adams Black Jack
Adams Yucatan
Beeman?s Pepsin -

Adams California Fruit

Price: S ft?. BO
The purpose therefore of this little

IxkjTe is to give a rapid review of the
history of France, a brief Account of
thc.importaut events which have taken
place since the* first Battle of the
M ame fought against the Finns in 451.

This is a concise summary of the
progress of civilization, in France. This
handy and pockefhble little volume
will prove quite useful to American
troops in the field.

Already issued;
popular .history of the War from
1914 to 1918. Price . 2 francs

In preparation?: ADAMS\u25a0 Geography and Industries ofFrance.
j French Customs, Family Lifi,-Mar-
\ -ridge Contracts, etc. ,

I French Architecture and Art

Librairie Larousse
Pure Chewing Gum

WII t3-J7, rue Montparnasse, PARISES') I
IS -et chei tons Iqs Übraires, ' *
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