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A.E.F. WOGDSMEN
COULD FENCE IN
THIRD OF GLOBE

Forestry Division Works
107 Sawmills at 76
Points in France

FUEL FOR RHINE ARMY NOW

Raw Material for Railroad Ties,
Bread Cases, Artificial Limbs
All in Day’s_Grind

Imagine a2 barracks 600 miles long and
20 feet wide, big enough to house the
whole American E.I. at the time of the
armistice and to spare; imagine a flag
pole 435 miles high; or cnough fuel
wood to make a rick three feet wide,
three feet high and 600 miles long.

That is one way of showing what the
Forestry Division of the A.E.I. has ac-
complished from the time it got under
way in 1917. And the 17,000-0dd mem-
bers of its personnel were still whirl-
windieg along aut a merry old clip when
the Kaiser sneaked out of the ring.

The standard gauge railroad ties pro-
duced would tmild.a line of railroad
1,091 miles long, or from St. Nazaire to
Berlin via Tours and Paris. The small
tles, 24-inch gauge, would build a double
track paralleling 185 miles of trenches.
The pickets, posts and poles, if all cut
into six-foot fence posts, would make a
fence, with posts a rod apart, reaching
one-third of the way round the earth.
The piling would have made the afore-
snld flag pole.

At present the forestry men, working
107 sawmlills at 76 places in France, are
busy clearing up, and getting out fuel
wood for the Army of Occupation as
well. Incidentally, they arc members of
the biggest regiment in the world, the
20th Engineers, and to them are at-
tached, in addition, 28 Engineer serv-
ice companies. .

Tent Pins tc Dock Piling

The boys have worked out Tumber for
cofting, part osk and part pine, which
were muade up by French factories.
They have furnished basewood which
went into the manufacture of artificial
limbs. Their spruce cuatiings have gone
into aireraft. They have sawed and cut
lumber which went into hard bread
cuses and into the wheels and tongues
of the Motor Transport Corps, vehicles.
Their round products ranged all the way
from tent pins to dock piling, 100 feet
in length. And there was in ‘contem-
plation at one time, in connection with
the forestry operations, a box factory
capable of handling a million and a half
feet of lumper monthly, or enough for
72,000 bread boxes 32x15x13 inches.

Ag a further evidence of the zeal and
energy with which the forestry men were
doing their task, the total October out-
put was 50,794,800 feet, board measure,
of sawed material; 692,208 railroad ties,
100,588 ties for light railways at the
front; 7,518 piles for new dock projeets;
151,464 steres of fuel wood and 248,820
pieces of miscellaneous round prodicts.

Soon after the entry of the United
States into the war it was seen that the
demand for lumber for the American
Army Would far exceed the maximum
cargo space that might be alloted.
Lumber was needed in large quantities
and it was needed quickly.

The decision was reached to organize
two forestry regiments, and America was
combed for men experienced in this line.
Two units, the 10th and 20th Engineers,
were formed, reinforced by service bat-
talions. :

The job of producing logs and bring-
ing them from the woods to the mills
and to the railroads required the con-
struction of narrow-gauge railroads 60
centimeters, one meter, and three feet
wide, and standard-gauge sidings and
spurs. This involved a total length of
about 150 miles, 1,582 cars and GS loco-
motives. Where trestles were needed,
trestles were promptly erccted. There
i1s one at Capticux (Qironde) 4350 feet
Iong, 45 feet in height at its highest
point and requiring 120,000 feet, hoard
measure, of lumber.

Working Day and Night

The men made their own camps, set
up their own mills, built their own log-
ging railroads and sidings, and their
own loads and wagons. They even
turned into harness makers on one occa-
ston when harness was unobtainable, and
though the result looked like a cross
between a junk dealer’s equine at home
and the trappings of a circus mnule, it
held—and that was what counted.

What is more to the point regarding
the activities of this hinterland front is
that the forestry troops have worked
day and night. The boys. put in ten-
hour shifts, working at night at the

mills under electrical and acetylene

lamps. Big searchlights were utillzed
and their beams thrown into the outer-
most corners of the yards, if necessary,
. or the loading platforms. Rush jobs
\' “ ~ the rule, not the exception, and it

WITH THE ARMY OF OCCUPATION.ON THE RHINE

first he encountered the French lan-
suage, that before many months had
passed he would be searching through
German villages for some one who could
compree French and <o would under-
stand him. Yet, so it is these days
along the Rhine. A handy lexicon is

being prepared which turns all the
doughboy's French into German. With

these phrases he will find his every

legitimate need met. FHere is a sample
nage.

(est la guerre....eeee Er ist der Krieg
Tinee la guerre.......Der Krieg ist aus
Deux Rieres...... ere..ZWel Bier

.. Ein Kognac
Immer gerade aus
Och ¢ins

Rechts

T.inks

Un cognac.....
Toute droit
Encore...
A droit...
A pgauche.
Pah bonn Nicht gut
Sale boche. ..Edel Deutscher*
Allez....... .. Heraus
VAV A1Y - S, Getrunken
Merei, Mamezelle.......Danke, Fraulein
Trois francs...........banzig Mark
sThis is nol a literal translation, but
it facilitates conversation for beginners
to use it on the Rhine.

The sight of sights at Coblence is the
towering statue of the first Wilhelm,
which prances victorious at the Battery,
or, riather, at that city point where the
Moselle and the Rhine flow together.
Doughboys swarm over it, climbing the
stairways and emerging high above the
river just under the huge, uplified hoof
of the conqueror’s horse. 'There is an
inseription, of course, and it rans some-
thing like this:

“Nimmer wird das Reich zersiiret
Weun wir einlg seid und treu.”

A passing German was asked by two
Yanks to translate. Ile was delighted
to oblige.

“I cannot it cxactly lUbersetzen, aber
it means that Deutschland is uncon-
querable and——"

But the Yanks had tottered on their
way.

When the 9th Infaniry entered the
agreeable town of Llemagen on the
Ithine, they observed the occasion by
making the astonished river banks from
Drachenfels to Bonn echo with some of
the Jazziest siraing ever lifted from the
regimental band. - 'Yhey were doubtless
moved to this festive deed by the sight
of the main hotel which had, until re-
cently, been known as the “Deutscher
Kaiser Hof.”

Now that name of unpleasant mem-
ories was erased, and what greeted the
eniering Americans was “Central Ilotel”
in bold—even unblushing—Iletters. Very
likely by this time the neighboring
hostelry has been named the Commercial
House and is opening a sample room.

The Germans in Godesburg had all
sorts of delicate ways of expressing their
morning hate. The Canadians who took
over that prosperous Rhine town found
that the porcelain fixtures in the—er—
wash-rooms were trade-marked *‘Britan-
nia.”

It isn't the well-stocked American
kitchens which make the IRhinelanders
as green as a prisoner uniform. They
vearn for our white Dread, it is true,
and for our real coffee, but it is our
soap they will sell their souls for and
our rubber that astonishes them.

It is interesting to see a curb full of
Germans staring wide-ered at a passing
American company, ec¢ach member of
which is clumping laxuriously through
the December mud in  high, swash-
buckling rubber boots.

All the Rhineland towns occupied by
the Americans are populous with natives
who prowl about asking for some news
of relatives in America. They all seem
fo have them, as we might have been
prepared to expect by the considerable
number of German-Americans who were
smoked out back home in 1914. The
otirer day two Yanks had lost their way
in the country and decided to ask for
directions from a German seen approuach-
ing them.

“He probably speaks English. He

“Looks more as if he had an unele in
Milwaukee. But let’s ask him, anyway.”

So they did, and the native responded

was quickly discovered that the only
sawmill worth while in France was the
one that wasg operating 24 hours a day.

The tale is told of one litile mill, rated
at 10,000 board feet in ten hours, that
became wunecasy during two ten-hour
shifts, and just to show what it really
could do, put out a total of 63,860 board
feet; and that of a 20,000 foot mill
whiclh: eut 122,000 board fect in 20 hours.
For' the month it averaged between
80,000 and 85,000 fect a day.

At the time of the St. Mihiel drive an
urgent order came from the TFirst Arioy
for several million board feet of road
plank, to be used for the transportation
of artillery. And the mills turned from
other rush orders to get out this plank-
ing. There wasn’t enough in the yards.
The men had to go out into the woods
and cut down the trees. The instrue-
tions to the mills read: “This is your
big opportunity. Don't fail.” The
splendid news of the wiping out.of the
St. Mihiel salient in 27 hours was ample

proof that they didn’t,

Little did the doughboy think, when |

looks as if he had an aunt in Brooklyn.” |

with a voluble jargon that set them
straight. That done, he explained.

“I like America,” he volunteered. *“I1
have ein bruder in Fresno, California.”

When the first American Infapiry
reached Coblence they found waiting for
them a discharged German soldier who
had come down to meet them, because,
long ago, he had lived in Kansas City
and bad served in the Missouri National
Guard. He was looking for his old cap-
tain, He was too late. His old captain
was killed on the edge of the Yorest of
Argonne.

The first man in the Army of Occupa-
tion to cross the Rhine died the follow-
ing day. ¥e was an Engineer who, two
weeks before, was struck and injured by
a train in the newly established railroad
at Coblence. Across the ricer was a Red
Cross hospital, packed with German
wounded, and there he was carried.
When he died, the next day, he was
buried in the little village churchyard.
The wounded encmy soldiers in the hos-
pital chipped together and bought the
wreath that lies now on his grave.

There are cerfain couriers with the
Third Amerjcan Army who should worry
about the paymaster. They had been

hiding their Morganic talents in the
humble guise of dispatch riders, and

their daily courses lay between Metz or
Nuancy on the one hand and Luxembourg,
'Trier’ or Coblence on the other. They
noted that the value of the mark flue-
tuated wildly between these cities. They

than 1,600 marks in Metz. And so on
and so on. They should worry about
the paymaster.

Trundnng across the river from An-
dernach oue day recently were 22 supply
wagons that had come all the way from
E]l Paso for this express purpose. They
were the wagons of the supply company
of the 125th Infantry, and no one who
looked at their meut wheels and covers
would ever have guessed that they had
journeyed from the Rio Grande to the
Rhine.

Those wagons have been present at all
the battles from the Ourcq to the Meuse,
They knew Montfaucon and Juvigny.

This, however, was not their first ex-
cursion on German soil. They laughed,
these veieran wagons, at the Juvenile
elation of the other supply companies
over this great adventure. YTor they had
been in German territory as long ago as
last May, when their regiment led the
American forces into the semi-Alpine
fastnesses of Alsuce.

One of the most crowded rafés in
Coblence is run by a German aviator
named Wahl, who used to fly in the old
days with the late Lincoln Beachey and
other Americans back home. So he has
much talk about flying with his many
Amerlecans patrons these days. His café
is always jolly and bright and prosper-
ous.

There are many like it in the attrac-
tive Rhine towns. So much pleasanter
places to stay these days than Soissons
and Fismes and Arras.

noted, for instance, that on the same'
day when they had been asked 125 francs |
for 100 marks in Luxembourg, they were .
asked 145 marks for 100 francs in Nancy. ,
So, on the side, they dabbled in inter-|
national finance. For. 300 francs (it can |
be done by craps) they would buy 625
marks in Naney. This would bring them -
around 750 francs in Luxembourg next:
day. With this they would acquire more
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To obtain quality and value

The Reliable Department Store

AU PRINTEMP

(Close to the Opéra, the Madelelne Church and Saint-Lazare Station)

Finest Collection of Suitable New Year Gifts
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Write for our SPECIAL
Orders promptly execut

Parcels can be forwarded direct to
United

Military Equipment - Hosiery - Sports - Bédding Rolis
Leather Goods - Photographic Supplies, etc.

EVERYTHING OBTAINABLE AT
LOWEST PRICES

All shipping done free of charge In France over 25 francs.

WINTER CATALOGUES. -
ed by our English staff.

the front and to any address In the
Statés.

NANTES GIVES CLUB

Citizens of Nantes have made a gift
to American oflicers of that port of an
Officers’ Club. The club, which is located
uat 4 Rue Voltaire, consists of a complete
floor for continuous use, with the addi-
tional privilege of a banquet hall on the
street floor when desired. There are
five club rooms, including a. billiard
room, library, writing room and buffet-

GRANDE MAISON de BLANC

LONDON PARIS CANNES
No Branch in New York

GENTLEMEN’S DEPARTMENT, HOSIERY,
Ladies’ Lingerie :

LOUVET BROS., Props. 0. BOYER, Manager

auditorium. All are elaborately fur-

nished. They have been {urned over to
the Americans for their exclusilve use
for the duration of their stay in France.
There will be no expense whatever, all
rent and light charges being waived.
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When You Returnn to New York
STAY AT THB

HOTEL MC°ALPIN g WALDORF-ASTORIA

A substantial dlacount and every possible preferenco
and sttention to men in the Unliformed Service,

“All I've done in France ls drill, and
ride around in box cars.”
“Ah, training and entraining, eh?”
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NEW YORK - WASHINGTON

BRENTANO’S

(Société Anonyme)

Booksellers & Stationers,
37 AVENUE DE L’OPERA, PARIS

Diaries for 1919

United States Army Regulations, etc.
Fine Collection of War Posters
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GRAND NOUVEL HOTEL

11 Rue Grolée

Favorite Stopping Place of American Oficens
Rooms from 6 o 30 francs

The Allies’ Victery will soon

low MR. LO1TI, who has
teen mobi zed since the begin.
aingoft ewa ,to e;umetheper-
sora management o. his hotel,

“THE LOTTL"

whico has been known since the
opening, in 1913, as the “Paris
Home, for the best socety:
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The AmericanLibrary Association

will mail upon‘zequest;to any member ¢f the A.E.F. any
book which -he may desire (provded. it is obtainabie) or
the best tock available upon any subject.

Two books at a time miay be drawn in“this way. They
may be rctained for a period of one_month and returned
postage free.

In asking for books, it is always well tc name a second
and third choice. Names should be written plainly and
care-taken to give complete address.

the Fivars

~em e opren rota AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION
APPLY TO THE !
Socisté Editrice Geagraphique 10 .Rue de UElysée, Péris
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Gillette U.S.
Service Set
ACKETS of new Gillette Blades—each

* Blade “wrapped in oiled paper enclosed in
sanitary envelope—bright, smooth, sharp.and clean,

can be obtained at all déalers.in France, England,
Russia, Italy, Cahada and all -other parts of the
world.

PRICE OF /GILLETTE ‘BLADES

Packet, of 12 ._Blftde;s ¢e ac +e .+ 6-Francs
Packet of 6 Blades .. ‘3 Francs
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To be had at AE.F. & Y.M.C.A. Canteens
or.at ali Dealers in France.




