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26TH HAS PIVOTAL
POINT IN ATTACK
ON MARNE SALIENT

Chemin des Dames Veter-
ans in Sector Northwest
of Chateau-Thierry

SHARE IN JULY 18 STROKE

Given Diificult Task Before Path
Opcned for Straightdway Push
Agzinst Stubborn Enemy

To have becn flrst of the American
divisions not of the regular Army to
participate in a great offensive, and to
have taken part in every American of-
fensive after that until the end—such is
the proud record,of the 26th, the Yunkee
Division, which went forward to the
memorable attack of July 18 in the sec-
tor northwest of ChAteau-Thierry and ac-
complished results therein which were to
add still greater fame to the region
where the 2nd Division had halted the
German advance carly in June.

When it relieved the 2nd Division in
that sector on July 10, the 26th was al-
ready veteranized in all phases of trench
warfare, for in the preceding winter it
had gone into line on the Chemin des
Dames on February 6 and remained
there for 50 days, and immediately there-
after it had spent 88 days in the Toul
sector.

The division in July was under the
command of Maj.-Gen. C. 1. lidwards
and consisted of the 51st Infantry Brig-
ade under Brig. Gen. G. H. $helton, con-
taining the 101st. and 102nd Infantry
and the 102nd Machine Gun Battalion;
the 52nd Infantry Brigade under DBrig.
Gen. C. H. Cole, consisting of the 103rd
and 104th Infantry and the 103rd Ma-
chine Gun Battalion; the 5ist Field Ar-
tillery Brigade under Brig. Gen. J. IL
Sherbourne, consisting of the 101st,
102nd and 103rd Field Artillery Regi-
ments, the 10ist Xngineers and other
divisional troops.

The sector northwest of Chiteau-
Thierry was not a pleasant place iy the
middle of July, 1918. The shallow and
incomplete trenches exiending from near
Vaux and Bourdsches around the east
and north edges of the Bois de Belleau
to a point near Bussiares were under
constant harassing fire from the German
batteries running far back acrdss the
hills’ to the mnortheast, while German
machine guns and- snipers were com-
fortably installed all along the edges of
the woods, the banks of the Ru Gobert
creck and in the ruined villages of Bel-
leau and Torey, close to the American
front lines.

Orders to Go Over
After 2 weck of existence under such

- clrcumstances the situation became irk-

some, and there was no regret or hesi-
tation in the ranks of the 26th when, on
the night of July 17, orders came {rom
General Liggett, commanding the First
OUnited States Corps. to go over next
morning and chase the Germans out.

There was no hesitation, but from the
tactical standpoint, the problem was 2
diflicult one. As the division lay in see-
tor, the 101st Infantry was on the ex-
treme right near Vaux, facing north;
then came the 102nd Infantry, extend-
ing to a little beyond Bourésches and
facing east; then the 104th Infantry, in
the Bois de Belleau, facing east and
northeast, and then the 103rd Infantry
on the extreme left, facing northeast
and north.

By the terms of the general counter-
offensive, the 2Gth Division was to act
as a pivot until the bulge in the Allied
front running northwest toward the

Continued on Page 8

ALLIED SOLDIERS
EXEMPTED FROM
TAX ON LUXURIES

Officers Can Save 972
Francs, Men 208 Every
Four Months

Officers, enlisted men, in fact, ali uni-
formed members of the A.E.F.—which
includes members of the auxiliary serv-
jces—are to be exempted from payment
of the French luxuary tax. Under a de-
cision of the French Minister of Finuance,
recently made public, this tax will be
refunded by commercial houses, hotel
keepers, restaurant proprietors and
others upon purchases or payment of
bills. The decision aifects all members
of the Allied Armies.

A limit is set, however, to the expen-
ditures of both officers and enlisted men.
The former are exempted to the extent
of 972 francs every four months and the
latter to 208 francs for a similar period.
Books of tax rcbate checks are issued
which may be renewed at the expiration
of this period when presentation of the
covers of the old book is made.  Al-
though there is no law against the issu-
ance of two books at the same time, or
rechewal of an old one, before the pre-
sceribed four months is ended, the condi-
tions state that “the good faith of the
American E. It is pledged” and that the
coupons are “non-transferable.”

The refund of the luxury tax will
mean a saving to soldiers in many ways.
This tax Is chargeable on theater
tickets, hotel rooms, luncheons and din-
ners in certain restaurants, motion pic-
tures—in fact, cverything that is not
striétly essential to one’s very existence.

The distribution of books containing
coupons, varying in tax saving from one
to five franes, will be general through-
out all France.

In gqrder to make any of the coupons
valid, the owner of the book must en-
dorse the necessary number of coupons

. at the cstublishment where a taxable

purchase is ‘made, inserting his name,
rank and organization, number of iden-
tiflcation card, in the case of oflicers,
and serial number, in the case of en-
listed men.

3rd LIEUT., U.S.A.

wrhird Liculenants,” the latest
thing in uncommissioned oflicers, are
beginning to make their appearance
in the replacement camps. They are
the men who finished the officers’
training schools afier the “rno more
commissions” order was issued from
Washington. Since they are sup-
posed to fit in somewhere between 4
buck and a sceond loot, they rank as
“Dovetails.” .

Most of the men wear a black
siripe on their sleeve which, it has
been suggested, may be considered
as a delicate tribute to the memory
of the too-late Sam Browne.

YANKS WILL NOT
HAVE TO REBUILD
FRENCH VILLAGES

And There Never Was Any
Such Beche Killér as
“Edison Gas”

“TRENCH RENT” ALSO BUNK

M. Tardieu Gives OGfficial Deniz:xl to
War Rumors That Had Ger-
man Accent

Three of the most persistent of the
dozens of rumors which circulated
through the A.B.F. during the war, now
believed. to have been put in circulation
by Germun propogandists in an attempt
to undermine the friendliness of French
and Americans, were finally set at rest
this week by an authoritative deniel
issued by M. André Tardien, the French
High Commissioner for Franco-American
Affairs.

There was one fine yarn which trav-
eled up and down the A.IL.F., on the
subjeet of the TFrench towns dostroyed
in the path of the Amecrican advance.
Rumor had it that, before the wicked
American gunners were allowed to blast
the Germans out of the helpless French
villages in which they had dug them-
celves in, the Irench Government raised
a rostraining hand and stipulated first
that. before they might fire a shot, the
rough Americans must promise to re-
build every village.

Then, the story went wildly on, Gen-
ernal I'ershing, in order to press on
toward victory, reluctantly gave his
promise. This comie serial, which never
had a grain of truth-in-it, is dismissed
by M. Tardieu's denial.

“Edison Gas' Blows Up

Ile also takes the irouble to deny the
arotesque yarn which furnished a climax
to that long series of rumors about
“Edison gas.” The Americans went into
the war with a secret conviction that,
in some wmysterions way, Mr. Edison
would lock himself up in his laboratory
and win it for them. Therefore there
was soon flourishing some low-down
that he had invented a gas so deadly
that, with a single barrage from the
gas engincers, whole German divisious
would be obliterated. When suminer
wore on and no evidences of such whole-
sale and sgreeabie destruction in the
American sectors was forthcoming. there
had to be some explanation of what had
befallen the Fdison gas. Of course the
real explanation was that there was no
such thing as LEdison gas.

But that would never do. . So rumor,
speaking with a pronounced German ac-
cent, was soon busy with the tale that
the French had cruelly forbidden the
use of it by the brave Amecricans, be-
cause its release in any region would
render the soil of that region sterile for
seven years. Idison gas was a myth
from beginning to end, but its final
chapter was the most fantastic of all.

The “Trench Rent” story is also las-

Continued on Page 2

PRESIDENT READY
FOR PARLEY’S START

Returns to Paris After.T u-
multuous Welcome
in Itaiy

After ‘a trans-Alpine campaign that
brought him such a laurel welcome as
few victorious warriors have reecived,
President Wilson returned to Paris from
his peaceful invasion of Italy with plans
for carly conferences on the questions
of the Leagzue of Natlons and Amwmerica'’s

part in the peace confereoce prelims-
inaries, which are expected to begin

about the 14th. The eonference itself
is expected to open around the 20th.

The President was received Ly the
Pope at Rome and later attended the
American Episcopal Church. Later the
other Xtalian cities were visited, his
hearty welecome growing with his stay,
until the demonstrations reached their
height in Turin, where the people rushed
the building from whose baleony he
spolke in a seceming attempt Jiterally to
throw themsclves at his feet. Everg-
where the keynote of the speeches was
“q just and lasting peace.”

Condolences to Mrs. Roosevelt

Pleasure in the trinmph of the visit
vwas touched with grief when the news
of the death of Colonel Roosevelt was
communicated to the party after the
train started on its return trip. The
President immediately cabled condolences
to Mrs. Roosevelt and ordered the low-
ering of flags on the Government build-
ings in Washington.

After a short rest the President im-
mediately began conferences with the
American delegates who are shaping the
American memorandum on the League
of Nations, which will be discussed with
the plans of the other delegates taking
part in the prellminary meetings.

It is expected that the President will
attend the first meetings of the confer-
ence itself. It is believed that if it be-
comes necessary he may return to take

part in later discussions. °

KRUPP ANTIQUES
SPURNED BY U.S.

German Models of 187 3
Ruled Out; New Guns
Demanded-:

200 PLANES HANDED OVER

Vast Souvenir Store Left Bchind
Includes 75,000 Helmets,
Many Giant Swords

Officers of the American receiving com-
mission at Coblenz are today busy check-
ing up on the war material whieh the
Germans, according to the terms of the
armistice, are handing over.

The enemy, it may be noted, is living
up to the conditions of the armistice in
every way, thongh there was one little
matter baving to do with heavy guus
and another with regard to motor trucks,
that had to be rectified. Of that., more
Jater.

One of the chief items being received
by the American commission is airplanes,
of which 200 have lLeen received. They
are machines of many sizes, makes and
purposes. They are taken into Coblenz
as rapidly as the Germans can get them
on cars and ship them, many coming
direet from the factories about Berlin.
One in each 20 is tested, according to
armistice regulations, by German flyers,
of whomn there are (or rather, were) two.
One, a youth of 23 weighing 94 pounds,
and elaiming to be the man who shot
down Quentin Roosevelt, suffered a few
fractured ribs and a Dbroken wrist

| reeently while making 2 landing after a

test. The machine was wrecked. Result:
A letter to the Germans requiring them
to furnish another machine.

The machines must be completely
equipped and in as perfect shape as they
would be if a Yank fiyer wanted one for
work over the German lines, even to the
extent of a slip of machine gun bullets.

New Type of Fokker

Some of the Fokkers being turned over
are very Tast and powerful, and many
of them of a brand new type, herctofore
not flown on any front. To regisler a
perfect test they must make g 15-minute
flight. There are #also some Rolanids.

veferans of the western front, all, Maj.
TLewis Tandes, Q.MLC.,, head of the re-
ceiving commission says, in excellent con-
dition.

The Germans alzo have turned in 2.500
machine guns to the Amerieans, most of
them being new awd all in good condi-
tion.

Dut it was when they trundled out the
big guns that the first hitch arose.

“What's this? asked the officers of
the commission as some cannon were
slipped  into  view. “Looks like the
vintage of 1870." ’

“Oh. no, sir,” hastily replied the Ger-
man ordnance officer. “They are of 1873
model.”

“Well,” replicd an American officer, as
he waved his hand, “take ‘em away.
You never used many of these guns in
actual batt{le. We want some of your
modern gunsg, some of more recent model :
and we wiant 150 of them, and they must
be in perfeet order and ready to fire, as
the lerms of the armistice decree.”

At latest reports the guns demanded
were on their way to Coblenz.

715 Motor Trucks Delivered

The American’s quotia of motor trucks
which are being handed over is about
1,200. Of these 715 have been delivered,
in good order. Of the ofhers, 311 are in
second class shape and need repairs of
various kinds before they can be acepted.
250 are in such shape that the commis-
sion refuses to accept them, while 52
would make first class scrap. The Ger-
mans are now rounding up acceptable
machines.

In addition, the Boche in the American
area has left behind him, such vast
quantities of war material. some of it
used and some brand new, that it will
take weeks before the commission can
check over the carefully compiled list
which has Dbeen turned over by the
encmy. This list consists of 3 pages, 58
items to the page, all written in methodi-

Continued on Page 2

MONTE CARLO CHIPS
NO LONGER ON SALE

Yanks on Leave Boost Pot,
Garcons Walk Away
With It

The Prinee of Monaco may he hopping
mad when he gets back to his home -at
Monte Carlo and finds- oui the Ameri-
cans have run off with so much of his
ivory money that five franc eartwheels
with the pictures of Louis Philippe and
the Napoleons are being used instead of
chips on the Casino tables. In fact. the
Prince may have heard the news al-
ready, for the word has gone out that
selling chips as souvenirs to American
soldiers is strictly defendun in the prin-
cipality.

Meanwhile the exchange rate for the
prince’s ivory curreney is rising every
day, and there is a suspicion that the

Monte carlo  restaurant  and  hotel
waiters’ union has been profiteering.

Anyway five frane chips are sclling out-
side the Casino at six francs or morve.
Now the five franc ivory chip can't be
bought from your hotel waiter for less
than cight francs, and if you, look good
it costs more.

The five franc chip is a modest look-
ing affaiv, the color of a half baked
meerschaum pipe, inlaid with a band of
filigree metal. There are other chips of
red and green and blue and yellow,
fancier ones, with face values of ten
{rancs, 100 franes and up, but the A.ILF.
has modestly refrained from investing
in them.

Soldiers on leave are admitted to the
Casino only between 8:30 and 9:30 a.m.,
when there i= no playing.

\

ARMISTICE BOARD|

while the final lot of G0 contained many :

TWELFTH OF A.E.F.
HOME OR EN ROUTE;
BATTLESHIPS HELP

and. 140,689 Enlisted
Men Have Sailed

NOT ALL NEW DEPARTURES

Many Fighting Vessels Start West
With 0.D. Warriors Walching
Gobs Do the Work

Ten thousand, four hundred and
thirly-five oflicers and 140,689 enlisted
men of the A.FE.F.—not quite one-twelfth
—have sailed for the United States.

These are the latest ligures from
G.H.Q. They include all soldiers who
have left France and Ingland siuce the
first American troops set foot on Iuro-
pean soil nearly 20 months ago—oflicers
and men who went back to training
camps, sick and wounded, and those who
have gone since the armistice. The large
proportion of oflicers is duc fo the num-
ber sent back as instructors,

several American battleships joined the

procession of home bhound steamships
earrying Yank troops in the last few
anys.

The former German liners President
Grant and Agamennon alzo were among
the transports sailing, the DPresident
Grant carrying 5.000 men, including the
Sth A, Brigade.

The list of late sailing includes:

S.8. President Grant, 8th 1WA, Brig.
and ecasuals.

S.8. Agamemnon, 345th Inf., less 2nd
Bn. and Co. M (§7th Div.): 345th Trench
Alortar Battery (8$th Div.).

11.8.8. Georgia, 6th Trench Mortar Bn.;
1311th Trench Mortar Battery.

L.$.S. Kansas, Tth Trench Motor Bn.;
3rd Anti-Aiveraft Sector; three casual
companies.

8.8, Minnesota, casuals.

$.8. Nieuw Awmsterdam, 301st ITA,
complete; $th, 10th, and 1lth Divisional
Adv. Schools detachments; casuals, sick
and wounded.

S.8. Santa Teresa, tioth LA casuals,
sick and wounded.

«.8. Santa Marte, casuals.

S.8. Cape May, casuals.

$.8. Sagua, casuals.

12.8.8. Seattle, 1th Anti-Airceraft Sector;

Faqrs. and Sup. Cos.. and 36th, 37th, 38th,
36th and 40th A A. Batleries; Medical
iand Ord. detachments; 8th Anti-Aireraft
*Sector; Hg and 1st. 2nd, 3rd and 4th
A A, Batteries and Sup. Co.; 4th Anti-
Airerart Battalion; and Cos

C, D and Med, detachmen
Trench Mortar Battery (Rith Div.).
.S, Huntington, 5ith Arlillery.
Hars. 29th Art. Brig.. C.A.C.

C.

v TSt Lowis, 346th M A, (M1st Div.):
. Virginia, 7th Anti-Aireratt Sec-
: Hars., Sup. and Med. detachments;

and, 53rd. 34th and 5ith ALA. Bat-
+ 106ih Battery Trench Artillery
Div.); 484th Aero Construction
Brest Casual Co. No. 205,

Hth Anti-Airerafl
h Aecro Constrac-

(Mst
Squadron;

[7.8.8. Ithodé Island
Miachine Gun I3n.: 47
tion sSquadron and Brest
206,

C.-IN-C. GETS CALL
FROM HiS C.-IN-C.

And Then a Corpora! Has
to Give the President
the Right Steer

One ,man's record for never having
had 1o “snap out of it” at the personal
commaidl of his superior sinee he hax
heen in the AT was spoiled when the
Commander-in-Chief of the Army and
Navy ordered Gen. John J. Pershing to
put back a tent pole as he had found it
during the inspection of quarters of the
".;(irh Divixion on Christmas Day.

On the tour of inspection of a billet
over a French stable the General picked
up a collapsible tent pole fromn one of
Ilhe banks and demonstrated ils opera-
I'tion to the President. When he had tin-
ished he tossed it back on the bunk.

“Perhaps this man's kit-will be in-
speeted again,” the Dresident said as
they started to leave. “and he wants it
just as you found it.” Then he turned
to the General with o smile and =said,
“As your commanding officer, General
Pershing, I order you to tvepliace that
tent pole as you found it.”

The General saluted. carried out the
order, faced about, snapped out a sec-
ond salute, and reported the order
obeyed. The litlle one-act episode brought
down the house—or, more properly, the
stable. |

Another incident in the day that took
the doughboys by storin was the Presi-
dent’s attempt to get 30 veterans,
standing rigid at attention, to ‘“relax
a minute and look as though you en-
jored the story,” as he put it.

“T don't know what command to give
to make you do it,” their Commander-
in-Chief confessed, but a corporal helped
him out. e stepped forward and com-
manded, “At ease!™ The men obeyed
and relaxed, and the President went
down the line talking informally with
them.

BREST FLIES PENNANT

The port of Brest received its pennant
of vietory, won in the recently concluded
Race to Berlin freight-unloading contest,
at the hands of Brig. Gen. W. D. Connor,
Chief of Staff, S.0.8., on Sunday after-
noon,

The public ceremony included a march
to the docks by the entire Stevedore
regiment, and the presentation of the
individual unit trophy, also a pennant,
to Company No. 851, which led the
Stevedore outfits of the winning port.

General Connor made o short compli-
mentary address. thanking the officers
and men in the name of his chief, Major
General Harbord, for their zeal. About
3,000 officers and men witnessed the
presentation and the pennant is now
duly flying from the port’s chief flag-
staff,

Company No. 854 is now getting ready
to snil home, the return to the States
being part of its reward. Its members
expect to leave within two weelis, and
will be mustered out immediately.

Total of 10,435 Officers

Casual Co. No.,

* % % X5
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Monday morning.

mast, for T. R. is dead.

window shining across America.

sons were of uns.

into Germany.
at Oyster Bay. His four =ons and

us hiself.

e

VERYWHIERE on carth American flags today are flying at half
Ile, whose vitality, as great as Ameriea’s
own, could energize a eontinent, died tranquilly in his sleep last
The returning soldiers will find many changes in
their country. but none that will touch them all more nearly than this,
for our generation has lost a great companion.
when we go home—for a long time it will seem strange—no longer
to hear his familiar voice there, no longer to sce the light from his

It will seem strange

Never did auy American have quite such a held as his on the
imaginations of his countrymen. and there is no American anywhere
in the world today who has heard unmoved the news of his death.
Yet on the aflections of the AT

he had a special claim. Ilis four

One lies buried now in a field near the Qureq, the
wounds of another long sinee sent him home, and it was a new Colonel
Roosevelt who, limping slichrly. led the troops of the 26th Infantry
Of all the banners won in a long and ardent life, that
was the proudest—that four-starred flag which hung outside the house

his heart were with us and, as all

men know, it was the great grief of his life that he could not bhe with

MARIE-LOUISE, NO. 1
ON ORPHANS' LIST
HAS BIG HOLIDAY

Great Excitefnent Attends
New Year’s Opening
in Pommard

1800 FRANCS FOR HER SHARE

Stars and Stripes Own Mascot
Only One of Hundreds Remem-
bered During Gift Scason

The staff of THE STARS AND
STRIPES ix in disgrace with ifs own
orphan departmnent. At a time when ail
the parrains in the AF. are supposed
to be planning seriously for the future
of the French youngsters they have
adopted. the staft forgot all about the
future of its own mascot, and on Juau-
uary 2 blew in all its franes on a lot of
preposterous inessentials like dolls and
mechanical toys and eandy.

However, when Marie-Louise
arciie finally fell asleep that night—her
lips still a bit smeary with chocolate,
one arm embracing the new doll, whose
fair curls mateh her own, the other
reaching out to protect ifs go-cart from
any burglars that might cover it—when
exhausted from the bewildering excite-
ment of a most wonderful day, she foll
asleep at last, she was probably not wor-
rying much about her future. And as
long as your parrains live, you need not
worry, Marie-Louise!

When, on New Year’s Day, the heap

of some one to journey all the way to
l'ommard, the little village of good wine
which nestles among the zolden hills of
Bergundy. Yor Marie-louise lives in
I'ommard with her grandmother and her
mother—her frail, gentle mother who, in
these days of homecoming soldiers, seems
always to be listening, listening for the
step of one who has been missing since
the tight in the Vosges in the first black
month of the war. .

Sergecant Gets Detail

The task of inaking the pilgrimage
was assigned to the most rotund ser-
ceant on the staff because of his superb
command of the I‘rench language.
When, after a night spent in the fra-
grant and somewhat crowded couloir of
a third-class compartment in a train six
hours late, he emerged all bedecked with
Iumpy packages and his own personal
traveling library, he may have looked
like Santa Claug, but he felt like the
devil. Yet he would make the same
journey every night of his life if, at the
end, he could see such a wide-cved. wel-
coming smile as irradiated dismal and
dingy Pommard when he encountered
Marie-Louise,

I'or word thut one of Marie-Louixe's
parrains had come to town goon reached
the little patronage behind the church
where the voung Pommiardienncs spend
their Thursday. (In France they have
a silly way of closing the schools on
Thursday -Instead of on Saturday.)
Iiscorted by her affectlonate but some-
what boisterous aunt, Marie-Louise

Continued on Page 2

Patri-

GOVERNMENT AID
" FOR SOLDIERS IN
SEARCH OF JOBS

Employment Service of
Labor Department Per-
fects Plan

OFFICERS AND MEN

SERVED

National Defense Council’s 180,-
000 Local Organizations Wiil
Aid in Task

Liaison between the man who wants
work and the man who wants workers
is being established by the United States
Department of Tabor for the beneiit of
all demobilized American =oldiers and
sailors.

To the United States Fmployment
Service of the Doepartment of Labor has
been delegated the taxk of finding jobs
for the velurning fighters of the Army
and Navy With the approval of the
Secretaries of War, Navy, Interior,
Commerce, Agriculture and Labor, con-
stituting in part the Council of National
Defense, the Employment Service will
devoie itself almost excinsively to ob-
taining work for the discharged soldier
and saflor.

The Counci! of National Defense has
120,000 loeal organizations, comprising
its membership. upen which it may call
for assistanece in placing men into the
jobs best suited to them. The bulk of

! ' this work., however, will be done by 800
of gifts were amassed, there was need|

widely scattered employment bureaus of
the Department of Labor.

It the soldier looking forward to de-
mobilization has a position awafting him
in the States, very well and good. If
e has. not. the Employment Service
asks him  to start thinking seriously
rizht, now about the Kind of a job he
wants when he gels back home.

When the soldier reaches his point of
demobiiization, e will be handed an ap-
plication blank. On it he will indicate
the sort of work he wants, his qualifi-
cations for it and where he prefers to be
cniployed. The application will be
handled by one of the 800 employment
bureaus of the Department of Labor, all
of which have been marshaled by the
Fmplorment Service for that purpose.

In order 1hat returning soldlers and
sailors may be fully informed how best
fo avail themselves of the Employmeni
Service, there will be instruetive lan-
tern «lides and posters on all home-
roing troopships.

Ofticers and men alike will be served
by the Employment Service.

SHIP BGCARD SEEKS MEN
FOR MERCHANT MARINE

There is a big possibility that many
discharged soldiers of the A.E.F. will
become sailors, not in the United States
Navy, but as enlisted and oflicer per-
sonnel for the ships to be supplied and

operated under the program of the
United States Shipping Board. Be-

tween three and flve hundred thousund
Continued on Page 2

80,000 DO SQUADS
RIGHT SIX WEEKS
'WAITING FOR BOAT

Veterans Talk of Good Oid
Bugleless Days on March
to Drill Field

675 TARGETS AT ONE TIME

Every Division to Go Through Em-
barkation Center at Le Mans
on Way Home

Sighty thousand doughboys in the
area of the American Embarkation
Center of France, with headquarters at
e Mans, began their sixth week of drill
at =squads right and squads left and
squinds right front into line Monday
morning at cight o'clock.

Bugles. hundreds of them, in ahnost
every village in the area of a radius of
75 kilometers wide by 150 kilometers
long., sounded out drill eall, and dough-
boys, startied from early morning Arowsi-
ness, made i last hurried inspection of
riftes and fell in line while irritated top
sergeants stood in mud over their shoe-
tops awd bawled commands.

As the long coluinns moved forward in
line of companies toward their respective
drill fields. the doughboys, as a means of
distracting their thonghts from the day's
work that lay Dbefore them. discussed
incidents of two. three and four wmonths
back, when there were no drills or bugle
calls to disturb them. “It wasn't lilke
thix two months ago, was it?" siaid one
“What were we doing two months age
anyway?”’

“Why. don't you remember?” said an
other. *01d Jerry was running ringe
around himeelf trying to keep out of our
way.”

The first speaker refleeted a moment,
then a broad grin wrinkled his face. He
looked ahead at the long streteh of
muddy road that wound iis way toward
the drill field. The grin disappeared.

Things of the Past

And so it went throughout every unit.
Just as a means of distracting their
thonghts from the present, they dis-
cussed things of the past—days spent in
muddy trenches, days under shell fire in
the Argonne —until, finally, the muddy
aiurfice of the drill field brought eother
anmid less pleasant thoughts. For almost
every man, even to the company clerk,
who found it diflicult to keep step, was a
veteran of a real war.

Ry 9:00 ¢oclock 675 targets on five
different rangzes were being raised and
lowered by the men behind the butts.
Iloles in the bull's eyes were being
plugezed up every few minutes and it
was seldom necessary to mark anything
under a four.

All day long the area of the American
Fmbarkation Center echoed with rolling

platoon and company commanders. Now
and then, during the squad drill. a cor-
poral’s voice. stern but rather =elf-
conscious, could be heard above the din
of the day’s business. Colonels and
majors ai=o found rime to make them-
selvoes heard.

Unless  present plans are changed,
every division now In Germany with the
Army of Oceupition and every division
now in the area of what was once the
Zone of Advance will eventually pass
througih  the American  Embarkation
Conter on itk way home. The aren is
now oceupied by six  divisions, while
four others have been ordered in. About
ten divisions will occupy the area at one
time., and it may be possible, if ncces-
sary, (o acconinodate more.

Sent in by Battalions

‘The divisions are usually sent in by
battalions. Upon arrival the men are
cent to the TForwarding Camp, located
about three kilometers out of LLe Mans,
where they are placed in the “dirty
Camp” and installed in fents until they
have been detoused. ecquipped and paid.
They are then sent to the “clean eamp.”
where they are quiartered in barracks
until they can be =ent out into the area.
Ca=nals are formed into companies rang-
e as high as 1,500 men to the company.
The companies are organized by States!
Caxuals Tfrom one State are formed into
one company, while easuals Drom three
or four Ntates may be formed into an-
other.

Divizions are being sent back to the
United  States  intact, and men  from
divisions which are now in the area. or
wil be, are cither =ent to their divisions
or held at the forwarding camp until
their divisions arrive.

On January 3 there were 10148 men
at the forwarding camp ready to be =
fo base ports for embarkation. Trai
loads leave the forwarding camp daily
for Brest and St. Nazaive. The system
is =0 arranged that the moment o ship
=ails from cither of the base ports. men
are forwarded to the camps tinit have
just been evacuated, so that no time is
lost: between the arvival and departure
of ships.

In Full French Equipment

Anong those at the forwarding camp
At present are the four regiments of
colored trocps of the 93rd Division,
which were with the 157th Ireneh Divi-
sion from Juue until the <igning of the
armistice.  When the batialions began
coming in they presented an aspect
which caused sergeaints major, supply
sergeants and personnel oflicers to pull
their hair and utter sentences that were
unbecoming gentlemen. -

IFor the colored regiments came in with
full Frenel equipment. The clothes they
wore aflorded the only meuns of identi-
fication. A lickrenant whose business it
was (0 see that the battalions were
properiy c¢nced for was mueh disturbed
and agitated when a colored buck private
=aluted him in the latest I'rench style.

About that time the budck private’s left
foot started off on an ur -thorized ex-
pedition and he sat dowl -. ' the muddy
road. He got up and swore violently in
French.

:‘Whut's thatz” said the licutenant.

‘Don’t you know what dal am?%” said
the colored doughbuy. “Dat’s French for
damn and several other things.”

The American Embarkation Camp is
prepared to handle as many men as ean
be cared for at the base ports,

gun fire and the stern commands of




