
DARKNESS, GAS AND
SHELL TRY MEN -OF

AMMUNITION TRAIN
Getting Gun Fodder to
Artillery and Doughboys

Their Job

GYPSYING AT THE FRONT

Camping Under Fire, Ducking
Bochc Bullets, Just Incidents

in Day?s Work

Xow that the armistice is in pood
working order, there is no harm in ad-
mitting that life for the men of the
ammunition trains.were not, in all strict-
ness, a liowery bed of case. And yet
(iiis newspaper has been asked, time and
Hgain, ?what is an ammunition train??
It is a reasonable question, for the am-
munition train, in its present high state
of development and utility, is as much
a product of the War of 1014-IWS as
are gas masks and Hindcnburg lines.

It is a complete military unit, created
by the demands of modern warfare, with
its own battalions, horses and motor, its
own headquarters detachments and its
own personnel and supply units.

The purpose of the ammunition train
is to haul ammunition, to haul it from
the ammunition dump?usually at night
?to the batteries or to the Infantry. It
is a true gypsy outiit, traveling hero and
there over the front, always under some
kind of shelliirc, cainirtng wherever pos-
sible, with true regard for safety of
horses, trucks and men and for the dis-
tance from those batteries which it
feeds.

It is probably the most widely scat-
tered outfit in the Army. Its motor
trucks range from the coast to as far
front us the roads will permit; and (be
motor companies themselves, of course,
are widely scattered. So tire the horsed
companies, though not so-much, as they
work up close behind the front, as a
rule, in a single sector.

Kxcitement? Hero are a few high
spots in the career of one horsed com-
pany which might apply with equal
facility to any of Ihe others.

Introduction to Shell Fire
Its introduction to shellfire was made

early one morning after an all-night
march in a cold rain. The company
turned into a shell-wrecked village for
the day, camouflaged its?wagons, tied its
horses in the houses and then tried to
got some sleep amid the ruins, with
shells bursting in the town and over it.
The Germans were trying hard for a
buttery on the heights above the town,
and as is usual in cases of this kind, the
innocent had to suffer.

In the evening the company took to
the trallic-ohoked road again and moved
up front, clear up, past its supply liases,
past its heavy artillery, to between the
second and third lino trenches, close to
the jumping-off place for the Americans
in the Argonne fight. And there, in the
midst of a thick woods, pitted deeply
with shell holes, and with no roads, it
was ordered to camp at 10 o?clock at
night.

Had the enemy only known it, n few
gas shells judiciously placed, would have
ended the career of half the company.
But such ifs abound in war. There were
no dugouts, no shelters ?and the men
were so exhausted that the majority of
them the next morning declared they
never beard the klaxons which had been
sounding at frequent intervals not over
100 or 150 yards away.

The next night?it was the night of
Sept. 25?three sections had their first
experience in ammunition hauling,
marching, without their horses, to a
dump not far from the front lines and
helping to load combat wagons which
were taking the ammunition to the
doughboys. There was a pretty fair duel
going on. and the German shells fell
uncomfortably close to that dump. But
there were dugouts near by, and this
helped.

Right Behind the Guns
When the Infantry moves up, the Ar-

tillery. of course, follows, and the am-
munition train tags right along behind.
And it, gels a full share of adventure.

There was the lime at Ivoiry, for in-
stance. a few days after the Argonne
drive, when the men drove over a plank
road, winding over a hill, within full
view of .the German observation balloons.
Shells fell when tlui men first struck
that, road and kept falling, first on one
side; of the highways and then the other,
splashing the riders and caissons with
mud and dirt.

At the batteries the men worked
frantically, getting out the shells, and
then whipped their horses through the
screeching blasts, escaping unscathed.
Here it was that the captain of this
particular company, a veteran of Culm.
China and the Philippines, rode his
horse deliberately to the top of a little
knoll within full view of the balloon and
within machine gun or sniping distance
and halted there, encouraging his toil-
ing men, until the last one had passed.

There was the time, on the Verdun
front, when men and caissons, return-
ing in Hie early morning from a trip
and riding in comparative safety along
a road, suddenly were galvanized into
quivering brcalhelssncss by a paraschutc
star shell that flung its blinding glare
directly over them, and then, an instant
later the roar of a Boehe plane was
heard.

Sitting and Taking It
With tin appalling crash, he swept

down along the road, working his ma-
chine gun like mad, and the men just
sat there in silence and took it, watch-
ing the little spurts of flame dart up
from the stones at their horses? feet.
That was the toughest part of it, taking
the Roches' hell without being able to
fight back.

Even in the midst of trying moments
like this there have been humorous side-
lights, such, for Instance, as the sight of
a former hard guy hiding his head under
a caisson tarpaulin to escape the leaden
hail: and the sight, too, of a little
group huddled under a caisson, right
against the electric heels of the com-
pany?s most wicked mule.

And then there was the time the com-
pany suffered its first casualties, directly
in fr9nt of a Red Cross first aid sta-tion, ?iu a little village so completely
blasted that a road had been built righl
over the ruins. There was a Knights of
Columbus hut near by, and one of the
K. of C. men was holding a box of
cigars in his hand, giving one each to
the soldiers as they passed.

Came a whine and a whcc-ec-ec and a
terrific crash?and three French soldiers
nearby, who were digging stones out of
the ruins for a road, went np into the
air, arms and legs spread out, helmets
flying. Came another crash, directly
overhead, and part of the Red Cross
station disappeared; and then another,

and four man nnd a horse dropped?tin

prettiest, finest horse in the company, aIflue roan.
One could just catch a glimpse of a

helmet knocked oft, a bloody head, a
torn back, and then the .stretcher hear-
ers dashed up from nowhere, placed the
men on it and got out. And the K. of C.
man in the doorway, with a look of
wonderment on his face, still Blood there
(it had happened so swiftly) with an
empty box in his hand and the precious
cigars scattered all over the ground.
Without any excitement or flurry thistime, the men just whipped their ani-
mals into a trot and pulled out, ad-
justing their gas masks as they rode.

In the Night and the Rain
All this hauling and moving is done,

In the majority of cases, at night, with
the omnipresent rain coming down and
being churned into mud by the thou-
sands of vehicles passing and repassing
in the blackness. Worse is it when the
company is split up, some sections haul-
ing to one battery, some to another, and
then meeting again in the darkness.
Rotting lost is common, the only thing
to do then being to find your company
yourself, or with the aid of an M.P.,
or to lay by until daybreak in the hope
of getting through safely.

There wore times when a shell would
drop into the road ahead of the outfit as
ft was on its way to a battery, necessi-
tating a return to some fork and a few
more hours? work. There were occasions
when a gas shell would come wandering
over stealthily and drop its lethal load
into some hollow far from friendly
M.P.'s or other methods of warning.

All is not soup and nuts for the am-
munition train. It gets it coming and
going. But not a man in the ammuni-
tion train but will say, if you ask him
who has the toughest job in the army:
?The Engineers and the doughboys.?
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General Joseph t Dlckman, C.O. of the American forces occupying th#

Coblerco bridgehead, wm in command of the 3rd Division n\ Chateau-Thiorry.

WINTER DAYS ALONG THE RHINE
?Got a home , in the good old Arkansas
bottoms,- boys. Wife and kids there?

two of 'em. And if the old Father of
Waters is kickin? up like this bird, I
ought to bo there, that's all.?

Snow in the bridgehead has brought
out the sleds and skates of flic children
living in the bills. The sleds are crude,
and so are the skates, but they work.
And many a fond memory do they bring
to the mind of the boy in khaki as bo
watches the young ones romping and
yelling?and beseeching him to try it.
Ho often does, but usually only to the
extent of helping them pull their sleds
to the top of the slopes or aiding them
with a refractory strap.

And the M.i*. at the foot of the hill
is especially careful in warning passing
traffic of the merrymakers? impending
descent.

Knights of Columbus
Club House

27 Blvd Maleshcrbcs Paris
EVERYBODY WELCOME

On tKe Importance
of Men?s Hats

tMY hat's in ths
ringl*? says one man.

Another man starts an ar-
eminent with a third by tell-

ing him, ?That isn't to.? ?I?ll bet
my hat that it's-so,? replies a man so
convinced that he'll bet the limit.

You tee how it is. When a man's
feelings are roused, he speaks in term*
of hats.

.'Way back in 1823we began to Risk*
Mallory Hats. For pretty nearly a
century, we've been building.up a big
business founded,' not on sand, but
upon the rock-bed of a tingle Idea-
Quality,,

' Mallory Rats have style-r-the very
smarten, always. But, after all, style
only makes a man change from one hat
to another. \u25a0 We wantedto put' some-
thing'more into a hat, something thatwould' make him change always from
one Mallory into another. '

So, in addition to Style, wa- put
Quality?Mallory HatQuality,in fact.
From the beginning,'up through all
the years to now, Mallory Hat QuaNity has been the big idea on whichwe
built.

When yon return, drop into one of
the best stores and see if we've loosened ,
our hold on the big idea?Mallory J
Quality,

/ E. A.Mai.t,oav & Sons, Inc.I *34 Fifth Avenue, New York
Factory: Oanbury, Conn.

BOCHE WIRE TAPPERS
RUN INTO NEW CODE

Sioux Observer and Re-
ceiver Make Things

Easy for Gunners
Because of the nature of the country

over which American troops fought in
the Mcuso-Argonne offensive, the Ger-
mans found it easy at times to cut in on
our field telephone wires.

The commander of one brigade of ar-
tillery attached to an American division
was particularly annoyed by enemy
wire-tappers in a heavily wooded sec-
tion of the Argoune. Code messages
from artillery observers were being in-
tercepted by l?oche' listencrs-in. and the
commander knew,, as all armies know,
that no code is impregnable when ex-
perts get working on it.

The artillery commander took up with
the colonel of one of the line regiments
the question of' the Huns? wire-tapping
activities. And the colonel hit upon an
idea.

Two Indians, both of proud Sioux
lineage, members of one of his com-
panies, were assigned as telephone oper-
ators. One was to go forward with the
artillery observer, the other to remain
lit the brigade receiving end of the wire
which the artillery commander was cer-
lain the Germans had that day lapped
somewhere along the line.

The two Sioux, both intelligent, will-
ing men. were sent for and given in-
structions. Those instructions were to
transmit, in the language of their
fathers, all messages given them at their
respective posts.

Now, when two Sioux Indians get
talking together in their own tongue,
what they say sounds very much like
code, but isn?t. Anyway, it raised boh
with the code experts of certain Prus-
sian guard units.

The Sioux stuck on their jobs for
three clays and nights. They and the
artillery commander and their own
colonel enjoyed the situation immensely.
If the Germans got any fun out of it
they kept it to themselves.
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THE AutoStrop Razor is the only safety razor which sharpens its
own blades. For this reason its blades last on an average much
longer than those of otherrazors. We have for years guaranteed 500

smooth cool shaves from every 12 blades. Without stropping this razor
will shave as well as any unstropped blade can. The stropping feature in
the AutoStrop Razor insures smooth clean shaving such as is obtained by
the first class barber, and as a consequence lengthens the life of the blade.

AutoStrop Safety Razor Company
345 Fifth Avenue, New York

London Paris Toronto
On tale all over the world
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Although the bridgehead woods arc
Cull of rabbits, hare, fox and wild boar,
and although their sentinel?s fingers itch
to pull the trigger on this tempting
game, the American military authorities
have put into effect a closed season
edict. The basis for the order is said
to bo that the soldiers? rifles carry too
far and that some one, soldier or civil-
ian, would bo likely to get hurt if, the
men were permitted to range indiscrimi-
nately over the woods.

But old Farmer Hans is sorry, just
the same. , Ho claims the rabbits and
hare have bred in such prodigious quan-
tities since the beginning of the war
that they are likely to ruin his crops
next year if some means is not taken
to curb them.

A staff car, scooting down from Dier-
dorf. headquarters of the 3rd Division,
to Moutabaur, came upon a limiting
doughboy, with full equipment, making
Itis way laboriously over the icy roadway
through the snowy woods. An infantry
captain in the car asked the driver to
slow down, and inquired of the soldier
where ho was going. The response was.
"tip to join my outfit about 17 kilo-
meters up the line.? Ho had developed
sore feet and had fallen out, and had
boon left far behind.

He was given a lift, and when the vil-
lage in which his unit was quartered
was reached, proud were his hand-waves
and amazed were his comrades. ?Sure
put one over on ?em,? he chuckled as ho
clambered out with his pack on his back
(he wouldn?t take it off), ?but what gets
me most is that this is the first automo-
bile ride I've had since I lauded?and I
had to come to Germany to get it.?

Speaking of firsts, they scorn to lie
happening frequently in Germany. One
of ihe most popular is an ice cream simp
in Coblenz where many soldiers are
tasting their first frozen sweets since
their arrival overseas. The confection
is an ice rather than ice cream.

A man without a pass?and a good
one, too?has no more chance to got
around Coblenz than has the os-war
lord to disturb again the peace of
Kurope. The town is not large, and
M.l?.'s arc many. They rise up out ofnowhere, seemingly, in the dark streets,some with fixed bayonets on their rifles,
and if yon have, no permission to be out
you Join a long, long line that usually
comes a-winding through the main
thoroughfares about S or 9 o?clock (if it
happens to be passing when you are
stopped, and it usually docs), after
which follow the usual ceremonies. You
join it, and get an opportunity to ex-
plain later.

The Rhine lias an unusual interest for
( lie Americans, both officers and enlistedmen. Hven a grizzled top kick was
caught \u25a0 gazing reflectively over itswaters recently. Perhaps the fact that itwas running with a particularly swift,
current and rising slowly had something
to do with it.

Or perhaps his statement clears it up
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SHEETS AND PILLOWS
FOR ARMY ON RHINE

Blankets and Quilts Also
Installed at C.-in-C.?s

Bidding

There is 'rejoicing throughout the
length and breadth of the American
bridgehead at Coblenz.

For the Yank fighting man, from Hie
highest to the lowest, shall have a bod
to sleep in; and there shall be sheets
and there shall he pillows, and blankets
gonug, and quilts. Moreover, the fix-
tures arc to he changed as frequently as
is necessary for health and comfort.

It all comes from the C.-in-C.?s recent
visit to Coblenz. The general arrived
so quietly that few were aware of his
presence. Ho made some short trips of
inspection. Ifo found that many of the
men wore billeted in quarters strongly
resembling those of wartime?real war-
time?days.

Orders wore issued to provide every
soldier with a bed at once, and this is
being done as rapidly as the consequent
shifting of the civilian population can
be accomplished.

Incidentally, Herr Cootie lias suffered
oncyjf his heaviest blows, for each khaki
fighting man going between sheets can
give his clothes a thorough de-tousing
the night, before.

LYONS
GRAND NOUVEL HOTEL

11 Rue Grolee j

Favorite Stopping Place of American Officers
Rooms from 6 to 30 francs
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When you shed ?the old

Khaki and switch around to
tweeds?our four big- stores will
be ready with everythingyou need.

Meanwhito, the one thdught
from coast to-coast is summed up
in four short words?

?When you come homeT

Rogers Peet Company
Broadway Broadway
at X3lh St, "The at 3«h StFour
Broadway Corners" Fifth Are.at Warren at list St
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Thoroughly Reliable TRENCH COATS
interlined oil skin and heavy fleece to button in

Can be obtained from

MACDOUGAL & Co.
1 bis RUE AUBER, PARIS

- American Military Tailors
WRITE FOR FULL DESCRIPTION AND PRICES
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Fine Collection of War Posters
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To ?Wear-Ever? Men!
No company has for its return-

ing men a welcome more sincere
than your company has for you.

Proud, indeed, are we of what
you have done?proud of what
you were willing to do..

Your jobs are waiting for you
?every one!

Other jobs will be ready soon for at least
a few other meQ who have had some nales
experience and for- more men who have had
no sales cspericr.ee hot who wish to get it.

U you are an old ?Wear-Ever** man or if
you area possiblenew ?Wear-Evcr** man, we
mggest that votzvgrite os. stating jnst WHAT
you would li e to do?and WHEN.

The AluminumCooking Utensil Co.
Dole A New Kensington, Pa,
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