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28th IN STIFF BATTLES
ON MARNE AND VESLE

Continued from Page 1
trary. it was doingyeoman service by fur-

' niching for some time the only solid resist-
ance on this part of the lino and delaying
the German rush by standing on its origi-
nal position until flanked on both sides,
then failing backlighting to another posi-
tion in the Bois dc Condd and finally to a
third, 300 meters south of the isolated
woodland farm, Le Grange aut Bois;
whence finally, at about noon, it succeeded
In getting word of its continued existence
back to headquarters.

the 110th had advanced sis far as the
Ourcq, and it was just across the river at
the end of the day.

At 3:30 a.m. of the 29th the attack was
renewed after artillery .preparation, hut
wsiS unable to make any progress during
the day. A renewed effort on the morning
of the 30th was put down by the enemy's
lire, as was a similar one at 9 a.m.
.. But by this time the 110th was thor-
oughly exasperated. tVoundcd men sent to
the rear were going a little way, then
tearing off their diagnosis tags and return-
ing to the front. A thorough artillery
preparation was put down, and finally, at
2:30 ?in the afternoon, a determined rush
carried the line into the Bois de Grlmpettes
and the edge of Ciorftes, which was en-
tered before dark, though the line was es-
tablished on the high ground south of
town. A number of machine guns were
taken in the Bois de Grimpcttcs and also
about 75 prisoners, ail heavy machine gun-
ners, most of whom were wearing the Red
Cross on their arms when captured.

The Arbrc les Jombicts, from which the
42nd Division was suffering severely, un-
fortunately could not be taken at tiiis time.
During the night, the 33th Brigade was
relieved by troops of the 32nd United
States Division and retired eventually to
reserve positions at Jaulgonnc, having suf-
fered nearly 800 casualties.

In the fncantime. Colonel Brown,-with the
greater part of the regiment and some
French detachments, established a line of
resistance which at 4 o?clock in the after-
noon lay approximately along the original
second position from the northern edge of
the Bois de Rougis to Cond.6 cn Brie, with
the Ist Battalion on the right and the 2nd
Battalion on the left, and the valley con-
taining the village of St. Agnan In front,
with the enemy virtually stopped in the
edges of the Bois dc Gondii to the north.

Left of the 109th, the French had estab-
lished a line extending from Danncjcu farm
down the Surmelin through ConnigiS; north
of which village it had liaison with the 30th
United States Infantry of the 3rd Division.
The front of a good part of these positions,
both American and French, was protected
by the fire of the 108th Machine Gun Bat-
talion, near Danncjcu farm, and of the
109tir Machine Gun Battalion, near St.
Agnan?an assistance of the most vital im-
portance in the temporary absence of ar-
tillery support.

March Toward Vcslc Bu?un
On August 4. acting as corps reserve, the

division began marching toward the Vesle,
and during the night of the Gth-7th, bat-
talions of the 112th Infantry of the sGth
Brigade relieved the advance battalions of
the 32nd Division in Fismcs and west of
there, along the south bank of the river.

At about 7 p.m. of the same day these
battalions, the 2nd and 3rd, made an at-
tack across the river. Troops have seldom
been called upon to go across- stronger po-
sitions than the Germans held there, 'with
n river swollen by rains in front of them,
the village of Fismotte, directly across from
Fismes, as a principal strong point with
precipitous hills behind it, bristling with
machine guns, and echeler.s of numberless
field and heavy artillery batteries on the
reverse slopes .further back.

Two Attacks Repulsed
On the morning of the IGth at 10 o'clock,

the 20th French Infantry Division having
come into the sector to counter-attack, the
Ist Battalion of the 109th Infantry, under
Major Gregory, went forward with it. But
the whole attack was repulsed In spite of
the fearless leadership of men like 2nd
Lieut. H. Q. Griffin, who was killed In
front of a German machine gun emplace-
ment after he had led his platoon to the
moat advanced point reached by any de-
tachment, and the work of such enlisted

But the 3rd Battalion succeeded in get-
ting three of its companies across the river
west of Flsmcs, and next morning the 2nd
Battalion, reinforced by three companies
of the Ist Battalion, also got over and en-
tered Fismetto, and all the troops continued
to hold their gains under a hurricane of
fire until relieved by the 11th Infa'htry
during the night of the 9lh-lUth.

On the night of the relief preparations
were made for on attempt,on the part of
the 2Sth Division to enlarge its bridgeheads
north and west -of Fismette and of the
IGlth French Division, with the Gth United
Slates Infantry Brigade attached, to es-
tablish bridgeheads north of the Vcsle in
the sector next to the cast.
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SERVICE RECORDS
FLOCK TO SOURCES

Yours Missing:? Maybe It?s
One of the 223,000

on File

A battalion sergeant major, 200 mis-di-
rected service records, a typewriter, a
tabic and a chair?that was the beginning
of the Service Record Department now be-
ing operated in connection with the Cen-
tral Records Office at Bourges. At present
184 enlisted men and Waacs are em-
ployed at full speed pulling and filing
service records which have no permanent
home.

"

, -

Since March, 1918, when the sergeant
major put out his sign, ?Service Record
Department.? the work of re-directing, en-
dorsing, finding and distributing service
records has gradually expanded.

From every part of- Franco, from every
nook of the territory occupied by \u25a0 the
Third Army, come requests for service
records. First consideration is given
G.I-I.Q. telegrams, then G.11.Q. letters, then
requests from embarkation ports, where
the soldier?s departure for the States is
being delayed until' his service record is
supplied or a certificate from the Central
Records Office Is received stating that no
service record Is-on file.

After these classes of requests are taken
care of, information in regard to service
records for men stationed in the units or-
dered to the embarkation points is fur-
nished, and the service records- sent out
if they are available. Then, after the re-
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quests of the Army of Occupation are sat-
isfied, the troubles of the great bulk of
the A.U.F.. including the S.O.S. and- the
tritf-rnieciicUe Section, are cleared up.

20,000 Requests'a Day
At present 223,000 service records arc

filed away in this department. Some 20,000
requests come into the office dally, and the
number of records crippled varies from 40
to 80 per cent of the number asked for.
Usually 13,000. replies are made each day.
Numerous errors in spelling, in serial num-
bers. in the alphabetical arrangement of
the lists hinder the findings of the depart-
ment.

Service records have been rescued from
such odd resting places as salvage dumps,
railroad stations, railroad .curs ond mis-
carried French mail. The explanations of-
fered for such misadventures is generally
the fact that non-commissioned ofllccrs
in charge of details, carrying the service
records, have lost their baggage, and that
the bundle of .service records presents it-
self when the equipment is finallysalvaged.
Or .the records may be left in a railroad
car while the detail is getting coffee or the
address on the package may be Incom-
plete.

Every request coming Into the depart-
ment must contain the last name, givenname, serial number, rank and organiza-
tion. A great rush is on just now owing
to .the fact that quantities of records are
being received from those American hos-
pitals from which soldiers are being rapid-
ly evacuated.
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After the Civil War
"Came the Great Successes

and the Great Failures
The mouth* end years that follow a great war are

the critical periods that make and nniriHica mta- In
these reconstruction eras weak men founder and go
down. Strong 1 men wdzs the opportunities offered by
the world?s remaUng, and lay the foundation for the'
groat flueceeaos.

Out of the Civil War reconstruction period came the
great fortunes of* today?the Rockefeller fortune* the
Vanderbilt fortune, end hundreds like thorn. When
Uie panic of 1873 arrived, they were so well entrenchedthat It passed them by.

looking back to that period today. It Is easy to say
what you would have done had you lived then and hadtheir opportunities. What will you say five years, tenyears, fifteen years houoe when you look back on
today?.

I*«r tho far-sighted man of today are not looking
Hacfc eTfioy aro seising opportunity. On the day when
tho arnuatlce with Germany was signed more menunrolled for tho Alexander Uamlltou Institute*#Modern Business Course Bid Service'* than on anyether day in the history of the Institute.

What Does This Mean to You?

OFFICERS?KHAKI SHIRTS
FurnishertoMen A. RAGON ladies? Pyjamas

OFFICERS ON INACTIVE LIST
Officers who were recommended for pro-

motion when the armistice was declared
will not actually bo promoted, but each of-
ficer, according to Secretary Baker, ?will
be placed on the inactive list of the reserve
in the advance "grade to which he had been
recommended.?? Mr. Baker explained that
the War was proceeding on
the theory' that with demobilization a great
many majors, captains and officers of
higher rank would he left unassigned, and
it Is necessary that additional officers in
higher grades be created. The avn liable
supply of officers, he indicated, exceeds the
demand.
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men as Cpl. .1. J. Eott, Co. C. who twice
went ahead of his platoon, cut the enemy
wire and then returned and guided the
troops through the gaps he had made.

Another assault delivered 'at 8:30 p.m.
was likewise repulsed, while St. Agnan,
after being once retaken by the French,
was lost again before night. After this,
however, the situation began steadily to
improve, and on the 17th the 28th Division
began moving out of th<j sector preparatory
to taking place in the counter-offensive,
the 109 Infantry having lost about 780 of-
ficers and men during its confused fighting
and the 108th Machine Gun more than 40.

After about four days of rest immediate-
ly in rear of its battle positions, the 28th
Division began following up the 3rd Divi-
sion as it fought Its way north from the
Marne. As has been previously mentioned,
the 50th Infantry Brigade came .very near
to taking active part in the battle at
Trugny, being in position to attack that
place, in conjunction with the 28th Divi-
sion, when it was discovered on the morn-
ing of July 24 that the enemy had re-
treated.

. But Us action was only deferred for a"
few days. On the 28th, the ECth Brigade
was placed close behind the front of the
38th French Corps as corps reserve, and
the Esth Brigade went on the battle line
between the 42nd and the 3rd United
States Divisions along the Ourca, reliev-
ing the 39th French Division In front ofthe Bols de Grlmpettcs and Clcrges. '

110th Moves to Attack
Of the regiments of the 55th Brigade the

109th was placed In support and the 110th
went forward to the attack about 4:30 a.m.The German machine gun fire from the
Bois de Grimpottes on the right, Clcrges In

'the center and the Arbre Ics Jomblets onthe loft was very heavy from the first, and
the attack progressed but slowly. At 7:46

Detailed for Attack
In the 28th Division Company B and C

of the 111th Infantry, supported by Com-
panies D, I and A. were detailed to make
the attack at 4:30 a.m., August 10. Pre-
vious to their rush against the ravines and
hill slopes in front, combat patrols worked
forward toward these objectives, other pa-
trols with light machine guns stationed
themselves on the housetops of Fismcs and
Fismetto, while platoons of other machine
guns further back thickened the intense
preliminary artillery bombardment and
then superimposed a machine gun barrage
on the artillery barrage when the latter
began roiling forward ahead of the attack.

All these preparations, however, were in
vain; the German positions were too strong
to be broken, and the attack was thrown
back, the garrison of Fismetto continuing
to cling to their slender foothold north of
the river under the most trying conditions,
such as those experienced by Cpl. .1. D.
Moore. Company G, 111th Infantry, who.
on the'night of August 12, with one com-
panion and an automatic rifle, was in a
house west of Fismette which was. of vital
importance to the line.,

A German flare set the house on Arc and
brilliantly lighted the room where the
Americans were, attracting a deluge ot
shots from the enemy machine guns and
snipers. But the Americans fought the
fire, put It out and stuck to their post.
Even the support troops in Fismes and
alongthe south of the river were little bet-
ter off than those north of it, excepting the
ones near the base of the hills, who could
shelter themselves in the immense gal-
leries of the stone quarries which, in the
course of centuries, have been worked back
under those hills.

109th Believes 111th
On the 13th, the 111th Infantry was re-

lieved in Vismetto by the 109th. Its cas-
ualties while to occupation had probably
been- about the same as those of the 112th,
which had been reported at about 409 of-
ficers and enlisted men for the period from
August 7to 10. But even when the troops
got back to positions south of Chory Chur-
treuve and near Dravegny, where they
were busted with- the construction of
trenches and entanglements on a new bar-
rier line which was being built as a pre-
caution against possible counter-attack,
losses were suffered almost dally from the
enemy's long range shelling and his air
raids witli bombs and machine guns.

Rotating by battalions, the 112th went
back to Fismcs and Flsmcttc on August 17
and continued to hold parts of the line
there until the .morning of the 27th, when
Company G and H. which were occupying
Fismette, were attacked at about 4 a.m. by
a - Gentian force estimated at a battalion
and driven across the river.

Except for this misfortune, the front now
remained virtually stabilized until about
September C, when the Germans, In conse-
quence of the Allied attacks north of Sols-
sons, began retiring from the Veslc toward
the Alsne. The 28th Division was with-
drawn from this front September 8-9 and
started, for the area ot tho new American
First Army north of Toul.

32 Avenue de POpdra, Paris

Peace Work for war Workers
Shall the mighty machinery of power which

won the war be ?scrapped"? How can the millionsof
soldiers, millions of women, great factories, vast capi»
tal, compelling energy mobilized for war, be employed
to conquer?the problems of peace?

' How shall our industries bevreadjusted? How
shall our man-power and women-power be distributed?
How shall business meet the new conditions? How

?
? I

shall war taxes be revised? How shall the great fleet
of ships be owned and profitably engaged in developing
America's foreign trade? What new fields for invest-
ment will be opened in Europe?
Gain information on all such vital subjects in

The Literary Digest
Funk Worno!U Cor*poor (PuMloSoni of U* Pimoui KEW Studurd DicUossrfl.tfar YosV

* ,
Alexander Hamilton Institute li tho Americaninstitution that baa proved its power to train menfor executive positions: to increase tho earning poweror men In business: and to pass on to other ambitiousmen the accumulated knowledge of men who havorisen to groat success. Seventy-five thousand success-ful subscritnu-a are the proof of its powers.

The Institute docs not accept every applicant; itsofficers frankly refuse to take the Umo of those whoore not equipped by character and capacity to benefitfrom Its teachings The record of tI;o Institute forsucceeding with its men la precious to their sight.

Are You One of These Men?
. In tide coming year, when the world U to be re-
ou.it:-when the men who know will command ahigher premium than over before; when the strongw. . forward and the weak will lx* confused andaJnilcsu?in ibis critical year a certain number of mentcn Jholr Uvea to'this immense lifting power.Will you be one of these men? Whether you wontIt or not. the year 1019 will be a turning point Inyour life. The reconstruction period will affect everyman In every walk of life, either for better or forw*>rs«. it la your privilege to decide now that It willaffect you for the bettor.

At Least You Owe Yourself This Much
a* It to yourself to Investigate apower of wluch H, F. Hurls. Manufacturing Managerof the Koimbllc Motor Truck Company, say.: "Itt 0 Increase my salary- over 750 per cent.""FnriSJS Sn .* ,ln« le evening, at no ooat.Forging Aiioad in lluaicnss,? a 112-page book, has

flru
1 thoiSf?rt t^n?* k(r. 5 111* for vou- Soiemly-SSf.- goooeajful men bare reason to be cladK «>at tbw aent for tbla boot

*

*e.ul!s period of Mating; send for. your copy
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SHAVE WITH A SMILE
BY USING

Durham Duplex
A REAL RAZOR - MADE SAFE

The Razor Set contains a Durham-Duplex Razor with an attractive
white handle, safety guard, stropping attachment and package of 3
Durham-Duplex doubleedged blades (6 shaving edges) all in a hand-
some leather or khaki cloth kit.

Additional packages of blades containing 5 blades or three blades.
AT ALL A.E.R, YM.C.A, and SALVATIONARMY CANTEENS

To Members of the A.E.F.
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OFFERS AT THE OFFICIAL ARMY
RATE FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY
CIRCULAR DOLLAR CHECKS
Negotiable Throughout the United States

These checks are issued in amounts ot $lO, $2O and $5O,
can be purchased throughout France and cashed at home.
The Most Economical. Convenient, and Safest Way of Carrying Funds Home.
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