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4TH, NEW TO GAME,
PROVED ITS WORTH

IN JULY COUNTER|

Put Into Great Attack in
Brigade Units Attached
to_ French .

PATROLS NORTH OF VESLE

Courchalﬁps Won ‘in Advance
+ That Commander  Called
“Splendid Dash”.

In the July counter-offensive, the least
fortunate of the American divisions, as
a divisional unit, was the -4th. IIaving
arrived in France at a comparatively late
date and having never been in an  en-
gagement or even under fire, its prelim-
inary training was only parlly completed
in the middle of July. -

But though it was put into the great
attack only in smaller units attached to
¥rench divisions, its troops then gave
such n pood account of themseclves that
never after was there any doubt of the
ability of the 4th to take its full share
of wintever work might be in hand.

In an carlier article of this scries it
was erroncously stated that in the battle
front on July 18; between the 2nd Divi-
sion, southwest of Soissons, and the 26th,
northwest of Chalcau-Thierry, there were
no United States treops. There were no
comiplete United States divisions, but it
was just about midway of this stretch
of front that the troops of the 4ih Divi-
sion fought by brigade or battalion, the
7th Infantry Brigade, commanded by Brig-
Gen. Benjamin A, Poore, and consistingy
of the 39th and 47th Infantry and the 11th
Machine Gun Battalion, operating under
the 33rd ¥French Division, and the 8th
Infantry Brigade, commanded by DBrig.
Gen. Frank D. Webster, and consisting of
the 58th and 59th Infantry, and the 12th
Machine Gun Battalion, operatling under
the 164th Irench Division.

Just previous to goimgy into the line
these troops had been in “the second-line
positions west of the Oureq, between the
Foret de Villers-Cotlerets and Lizy-sur-
Ourcq, in company with the remaining
units of the division; the 4th TFiceld Ar-
tillery Brigade. commanded by Brig. Gen.
Edwin IB. Babbitt, and consisting of the
13th, 16th and T77th Ficld Artillery Regi-
ments and the 4th Trench Mortar Battery;
the 4th IEngincer Regiment: the 10th Ma-
chine Gun Bartalion (divisional), and aux-
iliary troops. The commanding general
of the division at this time was Maj. Gen.
George II, Cameron.

Center of Divisional Sector

.CGencral Poore’s Tth Brigade was ad-
vanced from its scceend-line positions be-
tween Variniroy and -~ Antheuil-cn-Valois

MEDAL OF HONOR
_ WINNERS C.-IN-C.’S
LUNCHEON GUESTS

High Ranking Officers Pass
Out Salutes to Deco-
rated Privates

SUPREME.AWARD TO 47 MEN

Party of 17 Heroes, from Cap-
tains to Bucks, Entertained
at General’s Chaleau

Military policemen clicked
and snapped into their best
plain doughboys saluted and stared, and
high ranking officers raised their hands
to their caps Monday noon at G.ELQ.
when one limousine, bearing four stars,
.iand two with .three, whisked away Tromn
the Headquarters building. .

They thought they were rendering the
military - courtesy to General Fershing,
buti, as a matter of fact, they were salut-
ing buck privates aund plain captains and
lieutenants. The occupants of the three
cars were 17 Medal of Honor men, whom
the day before the Conunander-in-Chief
had decorated with the highest honor the
Cnited States can bestow for gallantry in
action. TTley were on their way to Gen-
eral Pershing’'s chiteau, Val des Hscaliers,
to take luncheon:with the general.

Never before in the history of the Amer-
fean Army has such an array of stars and
bars and just plain O.D, mixed in com-
mon in the dining room. And the affair
was not a stiff, formal one, cither. Take
it from one of the doughboys who was
there. The generals talked and exchanged
Jokes with Lhe privates just as though
there was no such thing as rank. Two
of the bucks whose organizations are on
the priority list for transportation home
took the occasion to get themselves trans-
foerred from casual status {o their out-
fits and others obtlained three days' leave
in Paris as further reward for their bril-
liant work in battle. The mencrals drank
to the health of the 17 honor men, and
then everybody ate chicken and sweets,
sans mess-kit.

Among those present at the luncheon
were Lieut. CGens. Liggett and Bullard,
AMaj. Gens. McAndrew  and  Sumimerall,
Brig. Gens, Davis and Nolan, and the 17
honor men.

their hecls
salute, Just

Presentation in G.IH.Q.

‘The men reccived the mnmwedals -at the
hands of General ershing on Sunday
afternoon. The prescentation took place on
the quadrangle at General Feadquarters
at 3:20 o'clock before a large crowd of
Ameorican, DBritish, French, Belgian and
Ttalian officers and soldiers. The scene

on July 16, and the 39th Infantiry, com- :yas intensely military, the biting air giv-

manded by Col. Trank
Companies A and C of the 1ith Machine
Gun Battalion, under XMaj. ¥loyd H.
Waltz, were ordered to the front line to
relieve the 11th Infantry, of the 3drd
French Division.

The regimental sector thus taken over
was in the center of the division, wilh the
23rd French Infantry on ihe left of it and
the 20th French Infantry on the right,
and it lay just northwest of the village
of ''roesnes, on the Ourcq, with the
marshy valley of the Saviers.river dircetly
in front of it and, beyond that, a steep
hill erowned by a wood, Buisson de Crgs-
nes. Ifrom this sector to the next Ameri-
can troops on the right, the 8th Brigade,
oi the 4th Division, was a distance of
about cight kilomcters, and Lo the nearest
oncs on Lhe left, the 2nd Division, was
about ten kilometers.

Most of the day of the 17th was spent
in effecting the relief on the front line,
aud next morning at 4:35 o'clock, with
all the rest of the vast line from the
Aisne io the Marne, the regiment went
forward under®orders to tnke the eniire
Buisson de Cresnes, Major Mitchell with
the 2nd Battalion and the 3%th Machine
Gun Company attacking on the right,
along the OQureq; Lieut. Col. Peck with the
3rd Baftalion and Company A, 11th Ma-
chine Gun Battalion, In the center and
Mujor Terrell with the 1st Battalion and
Company C, 11th Muachine Gun Battalion,
on the lert. : :

To Ridge Southeast of Chouy

The attack went off with complete suc-
cess.  The Saviere river was quickly
crossed, the hill sealed, and in a iow
hourd®the troops had pushed throupgh the
woods and stood on their castern cdge,
a distance of some two and cone-half kilo-
meters from their jumping-off trenches,
looking castward across & ravine to an-
other hillerest on which, about a Kkilo-
meter away, stood the village of Noroy-
sur-Ourcq. ’ .

According to the orfisinal plan, one of
the Ifrench regiments was to take this
place, but at about 3:40 p.m. the 39%h
way ordered to take it, and, mnolhing
daunted, the 1st DBattalion, with the 2nd
Battalion advancing along the valley of
the Ourcq south of it, swept forwavd,
clecared the village, and seizcd the hill-
top northeast of it. .

Here the line rested during the night.
a.m. of the 19th, the 2nd Battalion
with its right still on the Ourcq and the
3rd Battalion further north, advanced
castward acerQss the hills, captured the
villaige of Chouy, more than two kilo-
meters beyond Noroy, and did not stop
until 5 p.an., when they rested on their
third and Jast objective, the top of the
ridge a kilometer southeast of Chouy.

At this point, carly on the morning of

Coniinued on Page 8

KRUPP PLANT MAKES
GEARS FOR U.S. CARS

M.T.C. Has Delicate Me-
- chanical Job Done at
Essen Works

Frau Bertha has o new job. She is
working for the United States. To be
explicit, the XKrupp plant al IEssen, Ger-

many, is turning out automobile parts for

the--Third Arimy,
Finions and ring gears for certain
mialkes of automobiles are not available

fun the A.LE.F. Necither are wheel bear-
ings. So the Motor Transport Corps went
to the Krupp works at Sayn, not far
from Coblenz, and asked to have the parts
made. 'The Sayn plani, however, did not
have the facilitics for doing such dclicate
work as cutting a bevel gear, and so

- referred the task to Esson—which- is -nhow

hard at it,

The Germans have also supplied some
3,400 headlights for Amorican automobiles,
many of the lamps coming direct from
Berlin,

Fscen lies about 80 miles to the north
nf{ Cobhienz. in the Rhine valley, though
noi on the Rhinec itself, :

C. Bolles, with|ing the movements of the Headquarters

Buttalion, which acled as the guard of
shonor, a spontanecous snap, and the snow-
covered ground furnished picturesgue
background.

Military  salutes were rendered to  the
Amecrican flag, the band played “The Star
Spangled Banner,” the men to be dec-
orated were marched to the center of the
scene, and General Pershing pinned the
Afedal of IIonor on each man's breast,
shook his hand and offcred congratula-
tions. The ceremony was not long, butl
was impressive, and a certain amount of
solemnity was added by the faect that it
was Sunday afterncon. -

Before bestowing the medals upon the
men the general said:

“7hig is the highest honor an American
soldier can receive from his Government
for gallantry in action.”

After the cercmony Generao
turned to o group of soldiers who
been admiring oniookers and said: «

“I am mightly proud of these men, and
you ought to be, too.”

@

Pershing
had

Nation’s Highest Award

The Congressional Medal of onor is
the highest decoration given by the
United States and one of the rarcst in
tHe world. 1t has been won by only 47
men in the present war, and of thesc
17, 16 are dead.

Six officers and 11 ¢nlistéd men reccived
the medal. They are: KEdward C. All-
worth, Capt., 60th Inf., Crawford, Wash-
inirton; Johannes S. Anderson, 1st Sgt.,
Co. 13, 132nd Inf., Chicago, 1ll.; Charles
D. Barger, Pvt. 1st ClL, Co. L., 3itth. Int,,
Slotts City, Mo.: Frank J. Bari, Pvt., Co.
¢, 9th Inf., Newark, N. J.; Donald M.
Cull, 2nd Lieut., Co. B, 34{th Bn., Tank
Corps, Larchmont Aanor, N. Y.; Huarold
A. Furloug, 1st Lieut.,, Co. M, 3i3rd Inf,
Detroit, Mich.; Jesse N. Funlk, “Pvi, 1st
Cl.,, Co. L., 334th Inf., Calhan, Colo.; Har~
old I. Johnson, Pvt. 1st Cl, Co. .\, 356th
Inf., Denver, Colo.; Berger Loman, Pvt.,
Co. M, 132nd Inf., Chicago, Ill.; George
G. MelMurtry, Capt., 308th Inf., New York,
N. Y.: George F. Alullon, Capt., 132nd
Inf., Xansas City, Kan.; Thomas O. Nei-
hour, Fvt.,, Co. M, 167th Inf., Sugar City,
ldaho; Arvchiec A. Peck, Pvi, Co. A, 307th
Inf., Hornell, N. Y.; Willic Sandlin, Sgt.,
Co. A, 132nd Inf., Hayden, Ky.; Clayvton
K. Slack, IPvt, Co. D, 12ith 3M.G. Bn.,
Lampson,  Wis.; Samuel ‘Woodilll, 1st
Iicut., Co. M, 60th In(,, I't. Thomas, Ky.;
Svdney G. Gumpertz, 1st Sgt, Co. L,
132nd Inf.,, New York, N. Y.

-

REGULATION RATION
FOR THIRD ARMY MEN

Purchase and Requisition of
Food from Germans
Under Ban

The dear old regulation ration, strongly
assailed for a time by the delicacics and
extras from German stores and chefs, has
returned to its own again in the Third
Army. . .

“Oflicers and enlisted men of the Ameri-
can Expeditionary Forces,” says Order No.
6. Advanced General Headquarters, ‘‘are
forbidden to purchase or requisition articles
of food on the German ration: also all hay,
straw and food for cattle, horses, pigs and
sheep.”

The long and short of it is that the Ger-
man Government says it is finding it-a hard
job to ration Coblenz. The Germans in many
parts of the American area cither sell
much of their food outright or fix it up
appetizingly for Yenk stomachs. The sol-
diers now are forbiddcn to indulge in such
things us “‘meat of all- sorts, chicken and
fowl, cggs, milk, butter, margarine and oil,
potatoes, sugar, marmalade and all pre-
serves, bread, breadstuffs, cookies, pastries
and ginger bread.”

Fresh vegctables,. other than potatocs,
may be purchased, however, which mecans
that those who have acquired.a sauerkraut
tooth can atill have that peculiar form of
mglady-appeased. Paragraph 3 of the or-.

der reads: “These prohibitions apply to all
offlevrs’ eessns.'” ’ .
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Of one who waits.

For valentine this year, I've posed

This portrait to remind you
Please find enclosed
The girl you left behind you.

TO HER VALENTINE

Your A.P.O. is far from mine
But hope there is a-plenty
I need not mail my valentine
This time in 1920. )

SPECIAL TRAINS
WILL BEAR YANKS
T0 LEAVE AREAS

Biarritz, Added to List of
Army’s Vacation Spots,
Opens March 1

Sctting out on a wide plan to free the
rallroad passenger trains of France from
the burden of carrying t¢ns of thousands
of Amecrican soldiers to and from leave
arcas, the A.E.F, on Monday will run its
first all-American through trains from
Paris to Cannes, Nice and Mentone.

The Paris-Riviera cxpress train servico
has been arranged by the IL.eave Train Bu-
reau of the A.I2.F., which has been recent-
Iy established. The burcau, gince it began
operations, has been supervising the trans-
portation of whole regiments on speeial
trains to and from leave areas. It will con-
tinue to do this in addition to placing other
leave traing on regular schedules as necds
atre shown.

The American Express, as the new train
will be known, will leave the Gare du Lyon
in Paris daily at 2:10 p.m., arriving at Nice
soon after 11 o’clock the next morning. It
will- reach Mentone at 12:40. Stops are

made at Canncs and Monaco also. A cor-
responding return express traln will leave
Mentone at 2:30 p.n. daily, reaching Paris
shortly after 1 p.m. of the day following.

-To Cerry Dining Car

The American Express will have 300 jirst
class reservations and 240 third class. It is
the only train members of the A.LE.I. ordi-
narily will be permitted to take out of Paris
for the Riviera, and M.P.”s will be used to
enforce the rule against riding on other
passenger trains. When the American Ex-
press is fllled, however, the R.T.O. in Paris
may issuc a permit to ride on apother
train. The train will ‘have a dining car
open to both ofllcers and enlisted men, and
will make stops for meals also.

The starting of the Riviera leave train
follows the operatilon of another speclal
daily leave train between Dijon and the
Riviera. This train had becn using Dijon
as its terminal until last Monday, when Is-
sur-Tille was made the terminal
‘This train is at present carrving 1,000 en-
listed men daily to the Riviera, practically
all from the First, Second and Third Armles
and the Advanced Section. In a fow weeks
it may be available for general A.E.F. pas-
senger traflle, casuals at present: being
talkken only when leave detachments have
all found places on the train.

Betweenr Bordeaux and Cauterets

A third regular lcave train is contem-
plated to run between Bordeaux and Cau-
tercts in the Hautes Pyrenees. It will have
a rolling Kitchen car, thc same as is used
on tho.trains between Is-sur-Tille and the
Riviera.

Other special trains may be provided for
Third Army troops sent on leave to Afx-

Continued on Page 3 !

VAMPIRES TRAIL
ARKANSAS YOUTH

Censor Asked to Stop Letters
from “Designing Women”

The latest freak letters addressed to the
Base Censor of the A.E.F.—and he gets a
lot of them—arrived in last week’'s mails
from the States.

A very much worried mother of a dough-
boy who is somewhere In the AE.T. wrote
from her home in Arkansas appealing to the
Base Censor to help her aave her son from
“two designing women.” She had just
found out, she said, that two married
women in her town were writing letters to
her boy. She asked the Bage Censor to get

on the job and help her thwart them.

“Will you please,” she requested, *'stop
all letters they write to my boy and hold
up the ones he writes to them?”

The conceptions people have of the duties
of the Base Censor are many and varied.
That officer received the other day a letter
from a company tailor requesting that he
be sent a flatiron and a pressing board cs
soon as possible. The writer explained he
had just learncd that the Base Censor’s of-
fice was the proper place to apply to for
such things.

BOCHE CAPTIVES
IN HIGH DUDGEON

Iéichelieu Library “Wretchedly
Selected,” They Say

The literary tastcs of the 800 German of-
ficer prisoners of the American Army in-
terned at Richelieu, ncar Tours, have been
offended. In & complaint sent by them to
the Adjutant General of the A.E.F., they
protest that the extcnsive library of the
owner of the chiteau and grounds wherein
they are conflned was “wretchedly sc-
lected.” They ask that the German Red

Cross be requested to send them a library.
This request has heen sent and granted,

The same prisoners have suffered another
disappointment. Many of them had ex-
pected that, under The -Hague convention
rule providing that “officers taken prisoner
shall receive the same rate of pay as of-
fleers of corresponding rank In the country
where they are detained,” they would be
paid according to thelr grade the same as
American officers. At the outset of the war,
German officers interned in the TUnited
States had been pald the same “as Ameri-
can officers of corresponding rank.

The best Interprctatlon of The Hague
convention was that German oflicer prison-
crs of the A.E.F. should be pald the same
as officers of corresponding rank {n France.

Then that brought up the question of
German ofllcers interned in the United
States receiving more than German offlcers
imprisoned by the American Army In
France. So the War Department finally
came to an agreement with the Germon
Government whereby both nations agreed
to pay junjor officers $83.35 and senlor of-
ficers $95.25 a nth. The Qgifference in
pay Amerfcan officer prisomers lost is to be
refunded to them. ;

SEVEN AMERICAN
DIVISIONS CALLED
FOR METZ ATTACK

7th, 28th, 33rd, 92nd, 4th,
35th, 88th Were to
Figure in Drive

Further light was thrown this weck on
the great un?ought battle of the war,, the
Allled offensive of November 14 in Lorraine
which would have forced the evuacuation of
Metz and to avoid which the German gen-
eral staff put up its hands. It may now
be stated that the American divislons sum-
moned for that battle were—taking them as
they were lined up from left to right when
the flghting stoppcd-—the 7th, 28th, 33rd,
92nd, 4th, 35th and 88th. All these were
either in the front line or in reserve when
the whistle blew.

Apainst these and some 19 French divi-
sions, the Germans had just four divisions
available and two of those werc of poor
grade. That much is apparent in an article
just published in the Journal des Debats
by Henry Bidou, the French military eritic.

In support of his argument that the Ger-

mans collapsed because ‘of a genuine mili-
tary dcfeat, Mr. Bidou seys:

“It is no secret that the French Army had
prepared for November 14 a last attack en-

94,424 SET SAIL
IN RECORD WEEK;
INFANTRY LEADS

Departure Total Now Car-
ried Within Sight of
300,000 Mark

MARSEILLE ADDEb TO LIST

Mediterranean City Designated as
Embarkation Port—Three
Officers Go Singly

Fifty-one thousand four hundred and
seventy-flve enlisted men and 2,919 oflicers
sailed for home the week ending February
5=-nlmost twice as many departures as in
any previous week since the signing of the
armistice.

This rccord week's figures brought the
tola! of those wlio have gone home to al-
most 300,000, the actual figures being 18,39%
oflicers and 275,183 enlisted men.

Infantry led the last week's tolals with
19,507 enlisted men and G641 officers. Cas-
waix came second, with 15,558 enlisted men
and 1,700 oflicers.  Almost 12,000 oflicers
and men of-Artillery units were also in-
cluded.

One indication that the increased sailing
rate will be maintained is seen in the an-
nouncenient this week of the designation of
Marzeille as a new port of embarkation, at
which Ttalinn, Greek and other Allied ves-
sels will take aboard ALILE. passengers for
the States.  Only a comparatlively asmall
number of troops will be kept in the Mar-
scille embarkation camp.

Even One at & Time
~ Not all ofMicers and men sailing for the
States are embarking through the auto-
matic, hundreds-at-a-time processes by
which the great numbers are sent on their
way. Touches of the romance of Jack l.on-
don's sea tales surround the sailings of
small groups on freighters, vessels which
can carry from one to a dozen passengors

only. Examples of this class of sailings
were the sweamers Idurane, Tottori and
South I'ole, which sailed from

Bordeaux
last. week with one ofticer comprising rh
of their passenger lists. Six officers sailed
from Ji: eille on the steamship Ancona.

The classiflcation of oflicers and men sail-
ing in the week ending February 5 is as

ort Corps
ATIOTY .. « . 108
Corgs . 452
Tota! for WK .eevtesnvances 2,049 51,475
Previously reported ........15.419 22G.708
Total to dild .seessesess.18,308 378,183

Recent sailings include the following ves-
sclg and units:

8.5, Finland: Bzse Hosp. 18; 3ith C.A.C._ Bde
Ilq.: conv its tnd casunls. 8.8, Totterl Maru:
i Touisvillo:  Convalescents and casials,
Cazuals, 8.8, edawaska:  47th
d S. Mg, and Sup, Cow.,, Med. and

A, * and 8§, TIq. al S

Ol .
1B,

nf. ; easn
A Ma.

161et 1
Inf. Dol : casnals; N
nf.; casuals, N

casuals. i
184th Inf. Dde: 152Znd
Med. Dot. 8.8,

Co. 8; FEvae,
sick, wounded
inls. 4.8, Mere-

d Acro_Replac.
23; 48th
ded. 8.5

HE
t. T : 16lst
A.: 162nd _In
: 16ith Inf.; Ha.
1] and wounded and
Inf.: Cement Mill
Hq. 02nd Div.; 162nd Inf.;

162nd Inf. and ¢
. Kroonland
ns 20. 21

0Sth Art. C.A.C.,
!k and wounded. 8.8,

Iia. Co.. Datys. A,
h F.A.: 8nd F.A.;
8.3. Polar Bear: Casuals,
4.8. Mercury C.A.C.; Bty. E, 6lat Art.,
C.A.C.; convalescents and casuals.

HALF POUND STEAKS FOR
MEN NEARING TRANSPORTS

One-half-pound steaks—no bone in them
—are being served troops on the special
trains from the L.e Mans embarkation cen-
ter to the ports of Brest and St. Nazaire.
With the steaks go eream gravy, rolls, “Jam
and coffee,

The serving of steaks is only one of the
features of the Q.ALC. Troop Train Meal
Service, which operates one kitchen car on
each troop train of 30 coaches, and prides
itsell on being able to serve food to an
average trainload of 2,000 men in just ten
minutes.

Two meals are gserved between Le Mans
and the ports, the steaks being handed out
for the menl which corresponds to dinncer,
altkough it mnay be served, circumstances
varving, almosg: any hour of the day or
night. Just to even things up, the other
meal en route is built up on a foundation
of stew, three-quarters of a pint to each
man,

Serving of meals is accomplished without
any protracted stops. 'The cars are num-
bered from one to 30. When the train stops
at meas! time, that old friend the bugler

trusted to General Mangin between Metz, blows the not uniamillar souple call, and a

and Strasbourg in the general direction of
Sarrcbriick. This attack, by a development
northward, would have cut the lines of
operation of the German armles and, sepa-
rating them from the Rhine, would have
driven them to a certain capitulation.

Forces Present for Battle

“In this battle, perhaps the gravest in
history, what were the forces present? I
am authorized to publish the figures. On
the Allied side, there were 25 divislons, 19
French and six American; on the German
side, there were four divisiong, two of them
Landwehr, When, stupefled by this in-
equality, I asked what at least were the re-
serves the German General Staff had at its
command, I was told: *‘Zero.” I asked what
they could bring from other fronts where
they had been so severely engaged; again I
was told: ‘Zero.’

“There was the actual situation at the
beginning of November. The German gen-
eral staff was on the eve of & nameless dis-
aster. It had already prepared the avacua-
tion of Metz. But that was not enongh.
Sure of being unable to resist, It put down
its arms and saved the debris of its army
by the armistice of November 11, which was
a genuine military cepitulation. Germany,
thus on the eve of the most Incvitable and
the most Irreparable defeat, cscaped from
it by giving up the flght, dropping its
sword and crying ‘Enough.’ Was it well
done to grant this? That is not up for dis-
cussion here. But for any one to conie for-
ward now with a claim that she wuas not
whipped, that {s cither the most prodigious
Ignorance or the boldest imposture.”

According to Mr. Bidou, the pcople of the

Continued on Page 2

sergpeant and six men jump off each of the
30 coaches and make for the Kkitchen car.
As the niess sergrant calls in rotation the
numbers of the coaches, the mess detail
step up and recelve the marmites. When
the lust cans have been handed out—in
about ten minutes—the locomotive toots a
warning, everybody climbs back on, and
the train starts. At the next stop all mar-
mites and other mess equipment are re-
turned to ti:e kitchen car. .

The mess em used on the embarke-
s has also been extended
urs to Toul specials carrying
trainloads of soldlers to the Army of Occu-
pation about Coblenz,

MORE 5.0.S. CITATIONS

In addition to the 21 $.0.8. soldiers re-
cently mentioned in orders as having per-
formmed meritorious service, G.0O. No. 4,
Hqg.. $.0.8., contains commendations for
four azdditional men, all privates:

Robert R. Smith, who voluntecred to carc
for patients during an epidemic of pneumo-
nia and influenza, October 5. 1918, at the
Third Corps Artillery Purk. He contracted
spinal meningitis from one of the patients
and died.

Harry Thomas, Q.ALC., afded in saving
80 cars in the frejght yards at Naacy the
night of February 26, 1918, in the course of
a hostile air rajd which sct fire to the
yards.

Frank J. Rlley and Lieu W. Roach, Ad-
vanco Ordnance Depot No. 4, arc commend-
cd for gssistopce rendered In removing a
blasing box ¢ar from tho depot June 32, 1918,

ROTTERDAM AND
ANTWERP BASES
FOR THIRD. ARMY

Barge System on Rhine to
. Relieve Congestion
in France

NEW YORK NOW RAILHEAD

Only Small Detachment of En-
listed Men to Be Stationed at
Dutch and Belgian Ports v

Rotterdam and Antwerp have been made
Fthe supply bases from which the American
Army of Occupation in Germany will re-
ceive its food and other material, accord-
ing to announcement this weck at Hq.,
S.0.8.

The Rhine will relieve the overburdened
railways of France. Thousands of tons of
freight will be carried up the Rhine to
Coblenz on deep draft barges which will be
loaded out of the holds of ocean liners at
Rotterdam, at the mouth of the river, and
at Antwerp, on the estuary of the Scheldt,
within ensy towing distance of Rotterdam.
Warchouses will be established at both
ports.

It is estimated that this system will re-
lease 1,500 to 2,000 freight care now hauling
supplies for the Third Army between the
poris of S$t. Nazuirc and Bordeaux, by way
of Is-sur-Tille, to the Coblenz region.

The barge service is expected to be com-
paratively rapid. Schedules allow eight
days for the barges to travel from Rotter-
dam to Coblenz, and four duys for the ro-
turn journcy. 'Twenty days is the esti-
mated round trip time.

All Sorting at New York

Under the new plan New York in effect
will be the ‘“railhead” for the Third Army.
Freighters and eargo liners will tuke aboard
already sorted by quantities in pro-
Y to divisional needs for a given
period. These supplies will be delivered to
the divisions entirely by water, with- the
exception of the final land haul. The deep ’
draft barges will be loaded according to
needs of the varfous Third Army units,
Coblenz being practically a regulating sta-
tion for the port in Ilolland and the one in
Beliam.

Rotterdam will be the seat of the main
military supply depot, while Antwerp will
be a sub-depot. In the arrangements lead-
ing up to the adoption of this plan, the
Dutch government aiforded great assist-
ance, always in keeping with neutrality,
according to Brig. Gen. W. D. Connor, Chief
of Staff, $.0.S., under whom the system
wag worked out. Not only the ports, but
aiso the marvelous cunal systems of Holland
and Belgium were placed at the use of the
American Army, General Connor says.

Small Enlisted Personnel

A large proportion of the burges to be
used in the new service were captured-on
the canals and rivers of Belgium and
France after the retreat of the Germans.

The work of loading the barges will be
done almost entircly by Dutch clvilians,
working both under contract and day labor.
Only about 20 American officers and a
small enlisted personnel will be stationéd at
the poris.

The headquarters for the new supply
bases are being established in Rotterdam at
209 I.euve Hlaven. Col. John S. Sewell of
Base Section No. 1 has already gone to
Rotterdam to assume command of the new
work. WIith him are Col. Charles O. Zol-,
lars, C.A.C., who will have charge of Q.M.
work at the posts, Col. Edward@ B. Cushe
ing of the A.T.S. and Col. Paul J. Ramsey
of the Signal Corps.

TRANSPORT READY
T0 WEIGH ANCHOR
FOR WILSON PARTY

Presidential Group on the
George Washington Will
Not Exceed Ten

on

With the transport George Washington
rcady to weigh anchor at Brest and the
Presidential party, from the Commander-"
in-Chief of the Army and Navy down to
the last lucky casual who has been punch-

ing a switchboard In the IExecutive Man-
sion in Paris, prepared to entrain tonight,
if need be, nothing but declay in the com-
mittee rooms of the Peace Confercnce is
holding up the homeward Jjourney. DBut
President Wilson has until Monday, if he
wishes to use up his last minute of leave,
and still reach Amecerica before he is AWOL
at his headquarters,

Besides his personnl party, which will
number not more than ten persons, includ-
ing his two aides, there will be nothing but
khaki and blue on board the George Wash-
ington, and among those present will be
the puard company of non-coms from the
1kt Division who have been on duty at the

csident’s residence and a casual outfit
made up of the men, muany of them with
gold stripes on their right arms, who have
been acting as orderlies, opecrators and
chauffeurs.

The flnal draft of the plan for the
League of Natlons which the plenary ses-
sion of the Pecuace Conference is to hear to-
morrow has becn delayed by the discussion
of amendments and additions, and these
parleys have kept the President from visite
ing Belgium. This visit will probably take
Pla\:e when he returns to Europe sometime
ater.

Pressure on Germany

Meanwhile, the decision of the Supreme
Allied War Council, which is now deliber-
ating on the new terms for the renewal of
the anistico, is being awaited with inter-
¢st by the conferees, for Germany's rccal-
citrant attitude has made it necessary to
bring pressure to bear on the newly-formed
government. So far the original terms have
not been Iived up to: not all the submarines
have been delivered; the sccuritles stolen
from the banks in occupied towns are still
missing, and all of the merchant ships have
not been turned over.

Whether or not the terms of the armistice
will be included in the final peace treaty ia
a2lso undgr discussion, and reports frem
Germany indlcate that it may be necessary’
for the Allies to impose economio restric-
tions which will be felt on the other side
of the Rhine, and, in the words of an Eng-
lish diplomatist, “got rid of the militarist
habit in Europec.”

Meanwhile, conjecture as to when the
final treaty will be signed is still conjec-
ture. *‘Peace by spring"” was characterized
by -Mr. Balfouy, ono of the British deles -
pates, as a “sanguine hopec.'” . o




