
TAPS TO BLOW IN
NESTING PLACE OF

A.E.F. AIR SERVICE
Battleplanes Limp Home to

Romorantin and Fold
Wings

10 MONTHS? WORK UNDONE
Nearly 3,000,000 Feet of Build-

ings, 10 Miles of Rails at
Flying Center

nomorantin was the cradle of the Ameri-
can airplane In France. And now it is its
grave.
It was at Romorantin ten months ago

that three Aero Squadrons, armed with
Frencli tools, fed and Quartered by the'

Frencii and commanded by an American
major, started the work that developed Into
Air Service Production Center No. 2. which,

up until the signing of the armistice, was
the principal building center of the aero-
nautics branch of tlie A.I-3.F. and through

which passed I.iberty motors and machines
to all parts of France and the front.

It is to Itonioranlin that these machines
now come limping home. Those declared
unsuitable for service in the Slates or for
sale to the Allied governments are rapidly
dismantled, their unsalable parts salvaged,
and the rest demolished.

It was a great work?that done at Ronior-
ontin. and tlie tremendous machine so la-
boriously and patiently built up to help
make real America?s dream of air suprem-
acy Is now adjusting itself to the duties of
salvaging with the best grace possible, only

once in a while pausing to gaze fondly upon
m. picture of its old time self.

Some Roinoniiitln Figures
Nearly 3.til'll,sati sipnm; feel of buildings?-

to be exact. 2.51 I.2o(l?have been construct-
ed. More than odd acres of Hying Held has
been cleared, leveled, plowed, ban owed,
rolled and sown, ten miles of roads have
been built, ten miles of ruilioads are in
operation, 12 miles of open drainage ditches
have been dug. seven and a half miles of
water pipe with pumping and Hltcring sys-
tem have been laid, a telephone system of
118 stations and electric light and power
lines In all buildings has been Installed.
And most of this work was essential before
the real work of supplying the planes could
go forward.

The first airplane arrived at the center
Mnv 11. Ir>l s. From that dale until the
signing of the armistice. 1.212 planes were
received and 1.057 dispatched to other parts
of France. Three hundred and Iwvuly-nme
observation planes. 2112 bundling planes and
six uru'uulpped plane's were sent out to Air
Depots In the of A. To schools were
sent 2fifi planes. -II were disassembled for
spare pans and Ml were either salvaged or
rendered unserviceable through crashes.

All liiJlic Duy?s Work
The number of planes turned out dally

varied with the needs of the Army in the
Advance Zone. As ninny as CO planes have
been sent out In a day. Always the pro-
duction has kept abreast, and usually

ahead of. demands.
Not only were planes assembled here hut.

when It was seen that changes and im-
provements were needed both in the motor
and the plane before the greatest amount
of ellleiency could lie obtained, it was at
Komoraiiliii that llie.se changes were made.

Into the receiving section then* came a
total tonnage of 1M.743.052 round;!, consist-
ing of 4.047 cm loads. 2.433 truckloads and
422.243 packages. Out of the center wont
34.5G-I.SI 1 pounds, representing 1,425 c.'ir-

lOiulN. 710 truckloads and 70.005 packages.
In other words, a daily average of 322 tons
Of airplane freight was handled. The hal-
anc<; which, remains In tin* depot is being
gradually increased. since it has been de-
termined to utilize tin.* faelllties for tho
sulvafting arid .storing of such parts as the
Army may choose to keep.

One of tlie interesting branches of the
center is the spare parts department, whieh
carries everything an airplane needs fiom
tin engine to a holt, from a pair of goggles
to a s»nit strap. Twenty-seven hundred ami
nix Liberty motors passed tluough this de-
partment. heading everywhere from the con-
struction shops at Koimuantlu tothe depots
Of the I'Teneh and Hiilish governments.

? Although, the undivided efforts of every-
one weiv centered ou creating airplanes out
Of a puzzling mass of boxes, oilier activities
were not neglected. One of the outstanding
aide lines was the post garden. String
beans. 2.091 pounds of them, 4.425 pounds
of cabbages. 209 pounds of carrots. 51,139
pounds of potatoes and 3.307 pounds of tur-
nips came out of Uomorantin.

AWOL?S DOING TIME
AT MILITARY PRISON

One Letter a Week Allowed
Men Serving Sentences

at Gievres

More than COO Reneral prisoners of tbe
A.E.F; who are serving their sentences in
the military prison at CVa'vrca are at work
In the Salvage Depai intent.

Prisoners also operate the blacksmith
nhop, do the plumhinr. unload coal, repair
roads and perform nencral fatipne duties.
The prisoners are fed practically the same
ration as the rest of the A.IvK and are
regularly issued smokintt and chewimr to-
bacco and candy. They arc allowed to
smoke for 30 miaul os after the completion
of each meal.

-

They arc permitted to write
one letter a week. They work six and a
half days a week, and Sunday afternoon is
devoted to batlum; .and washing clothes,
with a Keneral inspection by the prison of-
ficer.

The camp was established January 31.
1918. In April of last year a new stockade

\u25a0was completed, and since that lime the
camp has bean enlarged and new buildings
constructed, including bath houses and in-
firmaries. .At present *the area comprises
seven and a half acres and includes 17
buildings for the housing of the prisoners
themselves and the shops in which they
work.

At the signing of the armistice there had
been received 1,0.?!) prisoners, ami to Jan-
uary 31. H!)0 had boon released. Two hun-
dred and twr.niy-fivo non-commissioned of-
ficers and privates constitute the guard.
Only 1G soldiers have escaped, and of this
number eight have been apprehended and
returned to confinement. Twenty-nine have
been paroled because of their honorable
conduct and of this number only four have
broken parole. The majority of the prison-
ers arc being 1 confined for going AWOL.
Others arc doing time for disobedience and
disrespect, while a goodly number arc aorv-

* Ine because of "drunkenness and bringing
disgrace to the uniform."

40 SCHOOLS IN DIVISION
The offer of a 100-franc prize for the best

educational work in the 5-llh Regiment is
one feature of the 10 Army schools started
in the.oth divisional area. Enlisted men
are actinf? as instructors, under the unit
school ofllcers.

All grammar school and some high school
subjects are being taught. American and

' French history and mathematics have been-
. found the most popular studies. A course
of special lectures on vocations is to be
started.
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4th, NEW TO WAR GAME,
PROVED WORTH IN JULY

Continued from Pago 1 against fierce opposition, they had done by
11 a.m. Then they were told to push their
advance elements on across the river. But
this proved a more formidable task. A few
men got over hut were promptly driven
back and lodgment could not be effected
that night nor the next day until, after an
artillery preparation lasting for. four hours,
the attack wan renewed at 5:30 p. m.
August C. with one battalion of the 58th In-
fantry also advancing on the right.

Persistently but very slowly the attack
progressed until. Just before midnight, the
battalion of the sSlh was over, with some
patrols of the 39th. who were digging in
along the railroad grade Just north of the
river. Still full of fight but having' suffered,
In their four days in front line, the?stagger-
ing losses of four officers and 59 enlisted
men killed. 11 officers and 571 enlisted men
wounded, and 07 enlisted men missing, the
Ot'tli Infantiy was relieved on the morning
of the 7th by the 47th Infantry and Com-
panies B and D, 31th Machine Gun Bat-
talion.

the 20th. the regiment was relieved by
French troops and withdrawn to Troesnes.
having handsomely accomplished the task
assigned to It In the Initial rush and ad-
vanced Its front from seven to eight kilo-
meters. and this not without severe fight-

ing, as was proved by its losses of 32 en-
listed men killed and 14 officers and 234 en-
listed men wounded.

Between the 33rd French Division, with
which was the 7th Infantry Brigade, and
the IGllli, with which General Webster?s
Sth Infantry Brigade went Into the battle,
there were two French divisions, while on
tlie other side, between the 15-lth and the
25th United States, there was one French
division.

Tlie nsth and 59th Infantry Bcgiments
had With them a detachment of the Sth
Field .Signal Battalion, the Ist Battalion of
tlie Uh Engineers. and the 10th Machine
Gun Battalion. On the morning of the 18th
the 59th Infantry remained to garrison the
line of resistance, going forward only on

the 19th. while the 58ih Infantry attacked
by battalions with the French, going over
at -1:35 o?clock behind a smoke screen.

All-Night Deluge of Fire
Tlie fresh troops at once renewed the at-

tack vigorously. At 8:35 a.m. Company II
and parts of Companies 3-3 and F. 47th In-
fantry, were across the river and up to the
railroad, led bv men like 2nd Blent. John C.
Vnny. who. hiding the fact that ho was
wounded, led his platoon to its objective and
commanded it skilfully until wounded a sec-
ond time. At 4 o?clock in tlie afternoon,
working along behind a barrage laid on the
village of Bazoches and Haute Maison, north
of it. patrols reached the Rouen-Reims high-

way, half a kilometer north of the river.
Further to the right, the 59th Infantry also
progressed from tlie river to tlie highway.

Thus tit evening the situation seemed a
little more hopeful. But a deluge of gas.
high explosive and rifle fire smote the front
line troops all night and the 59th Infantry

was obliged to draw back from the high-

wav to the railroad. In the afternoon of the
9lh an attack to take Bazoches was collab-
orated with the French, but it miscarried,
and the few American troops who penetrat-
ed the town suffered heavily, especially
from a merciless bombing by six German
planes which Hew over the front line.

They had to withdraw from the village

and eventually, in consequence of the ter-
rific fire and evidences that a powerful Ger-
man counter-attack was preparing, all the
troops north the Vesle were ordered, at
7 p.m., to withdraw to the south bank.

Here they secured their positions while
patrols continued active north of the river
until the night of August 11-12. when the
sorely-tried division was relieved by the 771 h
United States Division, excepting, the artil-
lery. which continued in support of the 77th
until August 37. when It. too, was relieved.

The 4th retired to the. Forest dc I'erc.
where It rested for a fiAv days and then
moved to tlie area of the First American
Army, near Reynel and Rlmaucourt. Its
losses from July 17 to August 13 has been
752 killed. 4,812 wounded and 590 missing:
a total of 5,154.

Straight away east across tlie hills and
ravines they went, so fast that at 5 a.m,
they had carried Ilautcvesnes. and at 11.
In what their division commander. General
Gaucher, later described in his report as
"a splendid dash." they had captured Cour-
chanips. five kilometers hcymid their jump-
ing off trenches and almost due north of
the left of the 251 h United Slates Division,

war ITu.ssiai«?H.

Chcvlllon and Sc]it Dels
Further to the left tin: rest of the Franco-

American troops of the division wore going
!sl iilinost ns rapid a talc, cleaning up the
village of Ghevillon niiil then the Sept. Bols,
at wiiii-h point they encountered such vio-
lent artillery and machine gun fire that they
.stopped and heltl that line for the night.
Hut in the morning they went ahead again
and eononeied the upland farms of La
( \u25a0 renonillers and T.a Itemise, near which
tliev met a German counter-attack, which
wins hrol.-n up mainly by artillery fire.

On the noth they took Sommelans and on
the -Ist and moat of the 22nd fought a
stubborn haitle In the hilly fastnesses of the
Hols de Itonnes, the last good position
which the Germans had for holding them
hark from the Soissons-Chfltcau-Thlerry
highway. Hut the liols de Bonnes was
(Iriully captured and the Important road
crossed, and before nightfall of the 22nd
the Allied troops were in the liols do Cha-
telet. well up on the lino which, further
south, was now before lipieds and Trugny.

That night the elements oi the -1 111 Divi-
sion which were with the Ifitlh Division
were relieved nod rejoined their proper or-
ganization after having completed a finish-,
mg course In combat tactics as brief as it
was thorough.

(The plans for the attack that, v.'iped
out the fft.Mihietsalient mil he presented
in detail in the next article in this scries.)

A few days after this the reunited 4th Di-
vision was 'withdrawn to reserve positions,
though these were not so far behind ?.in-
front but that casualties from artillery lire
were of freipient occurrence. Suhsidiary
units were sent here and there as called for.
among them being the First and Third Bat-
tiillons of the 47.1 h Infantry and Companies
A and C of the 11th Machine Gun Battalion,
which on duly 20 saw heavy action with the
12nd Division near Kcrgy and Scringes.

Up to Itcllcve 12nd
On August 1 tlie whole division began

moving up in the, wake of tho 42nd. under
oidei's to relieve It. This was accomplished
during the 3rd under rather dlllleult condi-
tions. as the enemy was now In full retinal
to the Vesle and the relief had to ho made
while both divisions wore advancing.

It was completed, however, In the neigh-
borhood of Mont St. Martin, and Hie 7th
Infanlrv Brigade, with the 3!)1.h Infantry

and Companies A and C. 11th Machine Gun
Battalion, were in front line when, having
descended the hills Into the valley of the
Vesle, at 10 p.m. the pursuit was halted by
artillery Hre at the southern outskirts of
SI. Thiliaut. about five kilometers west of

It was at onro evident that tho enemy
had now halted on a line which he intended
to hold with all hla power. Tho next day.
August 4, MaJ. Gen. Robert Lee Hilliard,
with the .staff of the Third United States
Army Corps, took over the command of the
corps sector from MaJ. Con. Hunter Liggett

and the staff of the Hist Corps.
The 7th Infantry Brigade was put in on

the left of the 4lh Division sector. The .suc-
cessive obstacles ahead of it to be con-
<liierod were Hie village of St. Thibaut, tia-n
the crossing of the Vesle. then the grade of
the Snissons-lteima railway, then the vil-
lage of Razoches, then the National high-
way from Reims via Soisaons to Rouen, and
then the bluffs of the Veslo.

The Slh Infantry Brigade, on the right,
had the same river, railway and highway
to cross lint no villages to take while. on
till! other hand, the river vnlloy In Its sector
was somewhat wider mill It liml, between
the railway and the bluffs, an ugly enemy
stronghold to deal with In the park and
bnlldnnts of tbe Chttlcnu du Diablo, near
which Ha think connected with the left of
the Hind United States Division.

On the morning of August .r >, the 33th Tn-
fantry and its supporting machine (tuns

were ordered to take St. Thihaut, which.

MISSING MEN MEET
MISSING BAGGAGE

Effects Depot at St. Nazaire
Contains Tons of Per-

sonal Property

Tlio Effects Depot at St.- Nazalrc is busy
digging >U' baggage mill personal effects
belonging to missing men. Soldiers who
were reported missing, having either been
wounded or taken prisoner, are now begin-
ning to show up at the Effects Depot to
claim photographs, souvenirs do franco,
and. in some eases, money and Jewelry
tucked away In bedding rolls and kits.

The Effects Depot, established several
months ago. Is located near tho H.T.O.'s
otlice at St. Nazalre. where a large store-
house, formerly used for Q.M. goods, has
been turned into a combination bank and
check room Two months ago the capacity

of the check room had been completely
taken up by thousands of bags and bedding
rolls belonging to missing men.

A few weeks ago the first missing man
appeared before the odlcer in charge. Ho
was a colored doughboy.

".Sir, has I got a bag here marked Pvt.
Erasing Drown, Co. D, lf>2nd Infantry."

Tho sergeant hunted through the tiles
and finally produced tho bag from the tar
end of the building. It. was marked, under
the name, "Killed in action."

"Pvt. Drown is dead," tho sergeant an-
nounced.

"He ain't no seek thing."' protested the
owner of the bug. producing ti dog tag to
prove his claim. ?I nearly was,? lie ad-
mitted. "but they didn't do a good job
of it.?

Severn! supposedly dead olllccrs have also
called at the Kftce.ts Depot. All. or most
of them, found their personal effects await-
ing them.

There are. of course, thousands of bed-
ding roils which will never he claimed and
will eventually bo sent to the next of kin.
There arc. too, thousands of bundles con-
sisting of personal effects, not valuable,
which the owners are not making claims
for.

The Depot suggests that every oillcer am
man having property hero send his name
and address to the Effects Depot. St. Xa
zaire, so that every bundle may bo re-
turned by mail or express tdSlts owner.

N.C.O. BURNED SELF
TO INVENT GAS SALVE

C.W.S. Sergeant Wins Men-
tion and Commission

by Experiments

To test the efficacy of a preventive salve
for mustard gas, Louis Weisborg, while a
sergeant in the Chemical Warfare Service,
repeatedly seared his flesh with the yellow
poison and by his self-torture completed
experiments that Won for himself a com-
mission and honorable mention in orders
for "meritorious conduct.??

The story of the devotion to duty of Sec-
ond Lieutenant Wcisberg has been revealed
with the publication of G.O. 4, in which
several officers and enlisted men of the
S.O.S. arc mentioned for distinguished
services, as previously announced here.

The salvo with which the American
doughboy fighting in the Argonnc and In
Flanders smeared himself before going into
b,v:tle. confident that with it and his gas
musk he would come safely through any
eneniv mustard gas attack, was the prod-
uct of Louis Weisberg?s brain.

For months. Lieutenant Wcisberg, as a
sergeant, worked many hours during each
day and each night to develop his pre-
ventive for mustard gas burns. He would
nil) his salve preparation on his own body
and then drop mustard gas on the salved
portions. Time after time, the yellow
poison burned deep into his flesh.

lie made use of guinea pigs, rabbits and
other animals at the Chemical Warfare
Service laboratories just outside Paris,
where he worked. But always when he-
wished to convince himself, he tried his
changing preparations on his own body.
There came a day last summer when he
knew he had the right formula. By July,
lubes of the mustard gas salve he had de-
veloped \u25a0 were being distributed to the
fighting units of the A.E.F. at the front.

Lieutenant Wcisberg. who is 28. arrived
in France in January, 1918. Ho was com-
missioned last December.
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SOME. Razor!? ?that?s

what everyone says
about the ?Ever-Ready.?
It?s always at hand to
brighten you up with a
smooth,quick, clean shave.
The wonderful ?Radio?
Blades are keen to shave?
you triply protected
against dust and rust.
?Ever-Ready? Safety Razors
and ?Ever-Ready? ?Radio?
Blades can be obtained at

Y.M.C.A. and other canteens.
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SafetyRazor i.

FATAL BOX CAR ROOF
INCREASES FUNERALS

Homeward - Bound Soldiers
Killed on Tops of U.S.

Troop Trains
. Riding on top of trains Is one of the

most popular ways of becoming d casualty
in the A.E.F., now that German machine
guns and cannon arc silent.

As a result of frequent casualties the
word has been passed out from Transporta-
tion Corps headquarters that court-martial
trials will bo given commanding officers of
troop trains when men arc killed while
riding on tops of cars in violation of regu-
lations. Pointing to. embarkation center
funerals, officials say'the rule against roof-
riding is going to bo strictly enforced. =-

Last week the possible death of 40 men
on route to an embarkation camp was
averted only by chance". A roof-loaded
train?men on every car top?pulled into a
station in front of an inspection party of
railroad officers. It happened that the train
had been diverted to arrive on a sidetrack,
instead of the main track, which had a low-
hanging obstruction that would have swept
the tops of the ears clean. In one recent
accident 20 soldiers wore sheared off the
tops of a train entering a tunnel.
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The Doughboys?
First Words

We Americans are going to give
you the glad hand and yell and
otherwise cut loose when you men
steam back into home ports, but we
aren't going to forget the first words
of the first batch arriving in New
York.

A big .crowd went down the har-
bor in tugs to welcome them home.
The welcomera fairly yelled them-
selves hoarse, (hen stopped for a
minute to catch the first words of
the returning doughboy*.'

These words were: ?When do we
eatr

Jf you wist Vo out somethin* coins
straight to the risil spot, juil try aomo
Minute TenlocßcroQueUeu "They're crotl*
bora, crsutH

Minute Tapioca Company
Orange, Mats., tI.SF-A.

\u25a0s':sr'*
and \q cniap. nlway9 keep 3-ta-Ona
hmdy

After a r.a*d h'T'e. nib a lif?e 3-m ae
or voli»* fc*t Cenrinlv reHe*
*Mxc molten ycur »hoes end other leather
equipment v.".i,s eterproefi
thppj ar.cS adds to their Ue

Try this: Before and shaving
draw razor blade thumb and
forefcngcrmoistcnedwith 3«»n-One Then
no microscopic rust can form between
shaves. Consequently your razor can?t
"pull/*
For sale at all Post Exchanges, Ships
Stores and everywhere m the pood old
0. S. A.- 50c, 25c, 15c bottles, also
25c Handy Oi! Cans.

THREE-IN-ONE OIL CO.
Broadway, New Yorlc

... and withNavy Officers,
it?s a little over 80%

fact:
Sales, reports show that throughout

the U. S. Navy?on battleships, cruisers*
destroyers and all other types of naval
vessels? over 80 % of all the,cigarettes
sold in Officers? Mess arc Fatimas.
Amongthe men too, of course, Fatimas
are a big favorite.

212Filth Avenua
Mew York Citr. U. S. A.

This preference forFatima in the Navy
it due not alone to the picking: taste,
but also to the fact that Fatimas never
??talk back,?* even if a man should
smoke more-than usual.
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CHARLES DILLINGHAM Send*
Greetings to the Boys

?OVER THERE?
From the New York

HIPPODROME
??OVER HERE?
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THE BRISTOL MFG.CO,
BRISTOL. Conn., U.S.A.

Knit Underwear for Men
?Sandman" Sleeping Garments
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The Picture
Story9 with the
all important
date and title
on every negative
is easy to keep
with a

Vest Pocket
Autographic

KODAK
ACTUAL SIZE

EASTMAN KODAK CO., Rochester, N. Y.. U. S. A.
ENGLAND-Kodak, Limited .

London ?40 West Strand IIS Oxford St. 175 Regent Sc
59 Brompton Road 60 Chcapsidc' ' I <3r«ech\»*ch St

Kingsway
Liverpool,,.45-,ChufrcH St 4nd'all Kodak Dtaltrt.

,\u25a0 FRANCHEr?Kodak Socletc Anonyme Francaise.
Paris? *39 Av. Montaigne& Rue Francois IST ? S Av. de 1 Opera

4 Place Vendome 9 Boulevard d& Itaiiens
41 Boulevard Raspail And all Kodak Dtaleti.

ITALY-Kodak Societa Arionima ,

Milan?6 Via Vittor Pisani 34 Corso Vittorio Emanfuole
Rome?399 Corso Umberto 1
Naples*?3Bß Vi 4 Roma
Venice?52 Piazza S. Marco And all Kodak Dealers.

STETSON HATS FOR THE
HAN WHO KNOWS QUALITY

- Thousands of Stetson Service Hats, wornunder
actual service conditions, have given the U. S. Army
a new vicjvpoint concerning,hat Quality.

When they go'back to civil life the/11 -know by-.
experience the dependability and real hat-satisfac-
floa. of ? the Stetson.

Yoo i*3l fln£ Ststaona ready for yov inspection -
In the leading ihopt whetiTOQ petback botne. la
fact, you can lee (hem now in Parti aad Louden

JOHN B. STETSON COMPANY
PHILADELPHIA, U. S. A.
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