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BATTLE PLANS IN DETAIL

Whole Maneuver Designed to Be
. Enveloping Operation on
-Grand Scale

Probably few 'pérsons. however casually
they may have followed the larger cvents of
tho “";)rld War, or however little previous
knowledge they may have hud of the geog-
raphy of Europe, when the phrase ‘*‘Western
Front’' is mentioned, can fail to recall the two
‘diagrammatic lines which decorated the pages
of magazines and newspuapers for o period of
about four ycars.

-Scmewhat like the edges of u sagging curtain
they hung dewn over the map of northern
TFrance. the upper end fastened to -the coust
line near the westermost corner of Belgium,
the lower end similarly fastened to the frontier
of Switzerland. Of the iwo lines, the bottom
one, which sagged alarmingly in the middle
toward Paris, was dotted and generally bore
the Iabel, “Farthest German Advance.”

The upper line, which was solid, wus_druwn
back somewhat toward the Belgian frontier
along most of its length, but particularly in
the middle. This line which, until the spring
of 1918, was almost as unchanging from month
to month and year {o year as the dotted one,
was usually labelled, ‘‘Present Battle Front.'’

Perhaps the most striking feature of the
dotted line. less mnoticenbly reproduced in the
rolid one, was the sharp Liak in it just above
the sag townrd Paris; it was as ii the falling
curtx-lin had caught on a peg there which held
it up and prevented it from falling further.
There was a good deal of truth in the simile
because that peg was Verdun, and if the French
had mnot gritted their teeth and set their
gtrength to keep that peg from breaking, it is
very possible that:the black ‘curtain of Hun
domination might have fallen completely over
western Europe.

Germans Stick at One Point

In August and September of 1914 the Ger-
mans, in thelr repested tremendoas efforts to
take Verdun, had the fortress at one time
practically surrounded on three sides; west,
north and cust. But they were eventually
forced buck completely from the western side
and o few kilometers on the north and east.

At one point, however, they stuck., Bava-
rian troops captured the city of St. Mihiel,
about 30 kilometers southeast of Verdun,
forced their way across the Meuse river, on
which Verdun also lies, established a smuall
bridgehead around the subrrb and hill of
Chauvoncourt on the western bank, and
here Tixed a peg of their own which for four
yeurs remained a constant threat and em-
barrassment to the defenders of /Verdun
because upon it was hung the St. Mihiel
salient. .

This salient, always the sharpest inequality
in the western battlo front, broke forward from
the general line of the front ncar TLes Eparges,
about 17 kilometers southeast of Verdun, From
this village, which is on the abrupt edge of the
reverse slopes of the heights of the Meuse
where they drop to the plain of the Woevre,
or Veivre. the western side of the salient ran
almost due south for nbout 2C kilometers, cross-
ing the high, forested hills and descending their
western stopes into the valley of the Mcuse and
then crossing that river to embrace the small
bridgehend directly west of St. Mihiel.

Phere were searcely two square kilomoters
of ‘J’.!".'.Tlln(] within the trenches of this bridges
head. but it was.large enough effectually to cut
the double-track railway from Verdun to Toul
which, reaching on the south to Epinal and
Belfort, had, before the war, linked up the
four great fortresses of the Fronch castern
frontier. .
Substitute Rairoad Routes

Deprived of this extremely importunt line,
Yerdun was obliged to dependl for all its rail
communications upon the double-track line ex-
tending westwerd from Ste. Menchould, supple-
mented becuuse it was so close to the front as
to be subject to interruption by sanother, mili-
tary, double-track line built in 1916 southwest
from Vordun to the existing Ste. Menchould-Re-
vigny line at Nettancourt. The substitute
routes were, howover, so circuitous that it was
a slow process to shuttle troops buck and forth
by them anlong the castern frontier defenses.

Crossing the Meuse again just above St.
Mihiel and including in its g'.i'cuit Fort dn
Camp des Romains, the onc French fort of the
line hetween Verdun and Toul which the Ger-
mansg capturcd and held through most of the
war, the front swung eastward, again crossing
the heights of the Mcuse, and descended into
the plain of the Woevre at Apremont, just
northenst of which rose tha lofty bulk of Mont
See, o detached hill affording srtillery positions
to the Germans which for miles domivated the
Allied lines in the lowlands.

From Apremont the front ran on by Xivray,
Soicheprey, Flirey, Liney, Regnieville und Fey-
en-Hayo and through. the Foret du Beis le
Petre to a point on tho Moselle river just abovo
Pont-a-Mousson, about 40 kilometers from St.
Mihiel. Tho total length of this salient was
about 65 kilometers; at its gorgo botween Les
Epsrges and Regnieville it was about 30 kilo-
meters wide, and from the line between these

two points it thrust forward from the general
configuration of the front about 22 kilometers

Continued on Page 8

SQUADS EAST FOR S.0.S.

Every organization in the S.0.8. is ordered
to have a one-half hour drill every day, Sun-
days and holidays excepted, by G. 0. 7, H
S.0.8. The drills sre to be sharp and snappy
with the idea of ‘‘getling the men back into
shapo as military units,’’ tho order states, ®

In addition to the daily drill, every 8.0.S.

»ynit is ordered to have s weekly inspection to
‘insure that all men are clean and properly
equipped and clothed. Daily inspection of
quarters by company officera is also specified.

Ta make up for the time spent in drills and
ingpections, n general Saturday aftornoon holi-
day will bo observed throughout the 8.0.8.

Pressing rooms whero uniforms can bo kept
in good sbape, and stands where men can clean
and polish their shoes aro directed to be estab-
lished for cach company, and shoe polish and
dubbin will.be supplicd b¥ the Q.M.0. Officers
are orderéd to pay m’ .o s.tention to the con:
dition of the headg.er, shoes and clothing of
men under their coz.mand.

LAWD WAS GOOD.
TOPVT. WHITFIELD;
. NOW AWAITS C.M.

General Staff Colonel Does a Lot
of Detective Work

Col. Robert Whitiield, of the. General Staf,
was more and more asnnoyed when month after

$3,000 worth of Liberty Bonds he had ordered
from a bank in Arkansas. DBut annoyance
searcely describes the emotion hi felt when the
bank replied coldly that they not only had sent
the honds, but held his receipt. for them.
The Colonel wrote the bankers that they wore
s bunch of crooks, or words to that cffect, and
he also gfot a letter to the Attorney Genoral
off his chest. Tho bank countered with a cer-
tified copy of the recoipt, and there it was,
signed ‘‘Robert Whitfield, Private, Company I,
370th Infantry.’’

Still somewhat ruiled, but more hopeful,
Colorel Whitfield wrote a letter of inquiry to
the Colonel commanding that regiment of negro
Infantry which bonsted a Private Whitfield.
The letter arrived just when rumor was already
tusy as to the source of Private Whitfield's
mysterious wenlth.

The men of Company I had said nothing
when he set them all up to the entire wine
stock of-the best cafe in Delle, near Belfort.
But the gossips got busy when he started pick-
ing up odds and ends of fine laces snd a dia-
mond ring- or so—which fripperies he posted
to a Iady in the South. The climax was
reached when Private Whitfleld bought a hand-
semo, tastefully framed landscape painting for
300 francs and hung it over his bunk in a cow
stable.

Oificial Wheels Start Grinding

The official inquiry -then started brought to
light that Private Whitfield had, as lius]')e_(‘.h.‘l].
recelved the bonds. Ie had received them
thrice, u8 o matter of act. A bit puzzled, he
had tried his best to.think up some rich uncle
in the States who might have seut them {o him,
but none of his uncles was at all like that.
Nor his aunts, cither. So twice ho mailed the
bonds back. The third time, when they trailed
him into the Argonnc, he aceepted them fatal-
istically, Why?t

“Well, auh, Ah jes' natchully reckoned de
Lawd mus’ a meant to be good to me.”’

So Private Whitfield is now awaiting trial.
The Judge Advocuate is scratching his head.
Whatever crime was committed, if any, it cer-
tainly was not forgéry. Meanwhile, the art
exhibit has vanished from the cow stable and
the bank' where the Londs were hypothecated
‘has mado a grab for Private Whitficld’s salary,
pust, present and to come, .

Quite a way to come, too, according to the
present figuring, for it has been caleulated that,
with all due allowances for insurunce and allot-
ments, Private Whitfield will have to stay in
the Army about 20 years in order to pay for
the bonds.

Unless, of course, he
master sergeant, senior grade.

SOMEONE PUT ONE
OVER ON SOMEONE

Number of 9x4x3’s in Excess of
A.E.F’s Strength

is made 3 Quarter-

Another scandall

That pathetic picture of the lieroic young
American, far from home and friends on a
bleak Christmas day, cheated of even his tiny
remembrance from home, has already beéen
painted in the drab colors of the gloom artist.
One measty little slip for one 9x4x3 that
wouldn't hold—

But listen! The Postal Express Service of
the A.E.I". kept n coun® of the number of 9x1
x3's which arrived in Burope—and the total
was 2,500,000, quite s good muny more than
there had been men to send slips home.

Ninety-gsix thousand mail sacks had been
emptied and checked before the P.E.S. began
to wonder if there were s few secret expedi-

tions which had arrived and never been dis-
covered. DBut no. It was just s simple case

of more packages than men—and thero isn’t
any explanation yet.
T

identally, for the young-man-about-the-
. who is still wondering where his Christ-
mas package is, it may be some consolation for
him to know that one car lond of 9x4x3's sit-
ting on a siding at Bourges &aught fire and
burned up some wecks ago.

S.0.S. TOHAVE FIELD MEET

An S.0.S. championship field and track meet
will be held at Nica, April 11, 12 and 13, On
the first day the trisls will be held, the semi-
finals being run off the follewing day, and the
finals on the third dey.

In addition to the usus! track "and ficld
events, the program calls for soveral inierest-
ing relay races. In an inter-sectional relay the
first -man will run 220 yards, the sccond 400,
the third 880 and the fourth one mile., Two
other relays that should prove interesting are
the 830-yard relay, in which each man will run
220 yurds, and the ono mile relay, in which
cach runner covers 440 yards.

Teams will ‘compete from each base, inter-
mediate and advance section of the S.0.S, Com-
manding officers of these sections are author-
ized to grant seven-day pusses to one officer
and section squad, with an sllowance of five
additional days for traveling, so that the ath-
letes can reach Nico by April 9,

Names of the men entered must be submitted
to the athletic oficer at Tours by April 1.
A.A.U. rules will govern.

EX-Y.M.C.A. MEN JAILED

Throe former sccretaries of the Y.AM.C.A.
arrested last Janusry on charges of embezzling
funds entrusted to them have been found guilty
by a military court-martisl ‘and sentenced to
prison. .

Sentence of 13 years was imposed upon
Georgoe B. Schoeffol of Rochester, N. Y., and
Rev. Hugh B, Atkins and J. Mnnsfield of New
York wero each given ten-year torms.

While divisionsl secretary of the Y.M.C.A.
at Toul, Atkins appropriasted for his own use
140,000 francs, most of which had been given
to him by soldiers to be sent to their homes.
He made restitution of a groater part of this
total. Schoeffel was charged with stealing
87,000 francs.

FIRST PRISONERS FREED

The first German prisoners to be freced by
the Allies, 800 men of Alsatian-Lorraino de-
scent captured by the AE.F. are about to be
rcleased from the American prison camp at St.
Pierroe dos Corps, noor Tours, under an agrec-
mont with the French Government.

The rteleased men will be given civilian
cloihing and trunsported frce on regular IFrench
passenger trains to their old khomes in redcemed
Alsace and Lurraine. '

Tho agrecment with the French Government
stipilates that the repastriated men will not bo

required to submis to military law until pensce
has been .signed.. © ° | )

month passed and brouglht no sign of the-

- THE BRIDGE WHOSE WESTERN END IS AMERICA
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Homebound Troops Going on Board
_ 8.8, Mongolia at St. Nazaire

81;nal Corps Photo

FARMING COURSES
IN EDUCATION PLAN

Beaune University Starts
Next Weck—Sorbonne
Opens Gates

Farmers' clubs, farmers’ institutes and short
conrses in agricultare are to be orgnhiznd
throughout the A.L.F. as a part of the post
school system, under instructions from G.H.Q.
contiined in Bulletin 9. .

In addition a specinl lecture system to cover
a wide range of subjeets not taught in post
schools is to be established throughout the
Army in France, and ofiicers and enlisted men
who are experts in specialized lines are to ad-
dress Army audiences—the whole scheme being
a sort of a broadened Chautauqua. "Men with
worth-while hobbies will be given opportunities
to tell about them in their own camps and, if
the lectures are particularly capable, on un
Army lecture circuit,

Tifforts will be made to get ne many lectures
us possible for the smaller billeting aress,
where the facilities of post schonls are less
easily available. . . '

Afotion picture films and thousunds of edu-
cationul, lantern slides will be shown in connce-
tion with lectures, following principles now
recognized in gschools and universities back
home. .

In the plana for formation of farmers' clubs.
ten or more men are to form the basis of an
organization which shall hold regular meetings
and conduct discussiors, debates snd lectures.
Marketing, rural credit, farm community e
and tho place of the farmer in national and
world affairs will be subjects emphusized.
_..The farmers’ institutes are expected to have
three-day sessions, of the samec general char-
acter as those given in the States. Short agri-
cultural courses will be given at each post
where the demand warrants it and the teaching
staff can be reeruited. )

Besune Universlity to Open

In addition to seecing more than 150,000 sol-
diers actively following courses in post schools
throughout Xrance, as a part of the A.E.F.
educational program, the coming week marks
the opening of two great "centrn_lized Army uni-
versity centers—the preparatory, opering of the
big camp-university at Beaune, south of Dijon.
and the first lectures and classes for American
soldier-students in the Sorbonne, at Paris.

Reports from all parts of the AEF. the
past week told of increasing numbers being
enrolled in the wi«le varicty of classes of the
post schools, taught by instructors of all, Army
grades. YT

In ‘Paris scores of students for, the Sorhonne
began arriving last week, in response to tele-
graphic instructions. There will be 2,500 sol-

dier-students in this and ether seats of French
learning when the allotments are completed.
Attendance will be divided by studies as fol-
lows: Law, 400; letters, 650; science, 793;
medicine, 150,

Most of the students in Paris will live in
homes of French- families.

At Beaune the weck is being marked by the
arrival of large numbers of the officers and
enlisted men who will be instructors and stu-
deuts in this school center, which will have
20,000 or more in attendance. Remodeling of
hospital buildings and the installation of ma-
chinery and other equipment is being rushed to
completion by a Iarge detachment of Engineers.

BASE PORTS OF A.L.F.
RETURN TO FRENCH

Rouen Already Closed, Le
Havre and "Others

Soen to Follow

Port by port Uncle Sam is closing out the
groatest shipping business that any courntry has
on foreign shores. Rouen is closed and in the
nands-of the French, Le Havre and Marseille
are In tho process of abandonment, and many
others, including Tonnay-Chareate, Rochefort,
AMarans, La Rochelle and Les Sables d'Olonne,
will take care of the freight already hcaded
their way and then eay farewell to the Stars
and Stripes.

At tho same timo comes the announcement
of the first break in the line of railroud com-
munication, the delivery of the line from Pori-]
geux to Montierchaume.to the Fronch.

The ports mentioned above, all openad during
the yoar 1918, have Landled a total of 2,586,634
tons”and employed 16,483 stevedores, in addi-
tion to civilian labor and prisoners of war.
Lo Havre also rcceived 648,488 troops, La
Rochelle 8,300 and Marseille 818.

Tho first step’ taken in the abandonmont of
a port Is & notification to the French Govern-
ment that the United States is ready to return
the port. All freight in the port is then un-
loaded and the warehouses cleaned out. All
stovedore material is shipped to Bassens, near
Bordesux. A grest deal of materlal is being
sold to the French.

Tho plan of the Transportation Depurtment
is now to concentrate on the three main ports
of Bordeaux, St. Nazaire and Brest, and conse-
quently on the ono main line of railroad com-
munications from St. Nazaire to Is-sur-Tille,
with branches coming in from DBordesux and
Brest. 'With the constantly diminishing num-
ber of treops in tke A.E.F. to supply and with
the opening of Rottérdam and Antwerp, this
can be done casily without causing congestion.

Tho following figures gshow the totnl tonnage
handled by each of the ports about te be closed,
with thoir dates of opening:

Rouea, opened Moy 1, 1018..000000e00s0000209,720 tons
Lo Havre, IFFeb, 1, 1918.,,.00ueesesacrnes.. 544,458 tons
Tonnay-Cherente and Rochefort, Fob. 20,

918 .... 7.860 ton:
La Rochello acd Marans, 854 tons
Marsellle, July 9, 201 tons
Les Sables d’Olonne, Aug. 52,726 tons

A

BIG RIFLE MATCH
* FOR WHOLE A.EF.
PLANNED IN MAY

Grand Scale Competition to
Be Held on Range Near
Le Mans

All the rifle and pistol carrying forces of
the A.E.F. will be represented in a rifle and
pistol competition and musketry match to be
conducted on a spectaculur seale early in Meay
at the D'Auvours Riile Range, near Le Mans.

One soldier from esch Infantry and Lngi-
neer company and each_Cavalry troop through-
out the whole Army in France will fauke part
in the riflo competitions in ‘addition to officers
répresenting regiments and varioug headquar-
ters. Iour soldiers from each Infantry and
Artillery regiment, two from ecach Ingineer
‘regiment and one from ecuch Cavalry troop will
take part in pistol championshin events, Two.
officers from each regiment will slso enter the
competitions.

. The ml.lsketx"y matelies, which probably will
be the most spectacular of all the shooting
events, will bring inte competition platoons rep-
resenting every division. Each division will
send its. prize platoon of 58 mién and an officer
lender. The platoons will not bo specislly
formed of selected men from their divisions,
bLut each will have its regular personnel. Trans-
fers to '‘load up’’ any platoon with experts
are prohibited under Bulletin 7, G.IL.Q., which
announces the arrangements for the AE.JF.
tournament.

Under Field Conditions

In the musketry competitions the: platoons
will operato under ficld conditions. No dectails
of firing will be mude known in advance to the
platoon leaders, and each platoon will advance
as in an attack during real battle, to be con-
fronted with the conditions under which it
must demonstrate its ability. Judging will be
on the formations adopted, the estimate of the
tactical situation, the application of firing and
general conduct. .

Officers and soldicrs wifl Le” awarded medals
uccording to their standings in the various in-
dividual ovents. The winning platoons in the
nusketry mstch will be awarded a trophy, and
the men in the platoon will be given Lronze
medals,

Elimination matches are to be held in all
organizations cligible to send‘rcpr(!sentnti\'cs
to the cqmpel.ition. Each division will have
a compeht_ion to select tho platoon that will
represent it in the musketry match. In addi-
tion to Infantry, Engineer and Cavalry units,
m_nrksmen may be sent for both the rifle and
p_lstol competitions by other units armed with
rifles and pistols, rifle units to send one man
for each 200 men under arms, pistol and re-
volver armed organizations to send ono man
for each 100 mon so armed.

Under G.O._ 27, G.H.Q., oevery company will
devote approximately 70 hours of its time be-
tween March 17 and May 2 to musketry train-
ing.

BOOKS BY MAIL TO A.EF.

Any soldier in the A.E.F. may obtain two
books by mail, whether he is stationed on the
Rhine or in the Mediterranean or billeted in a
villago in Burgundy, by the simple process of
writing a lc¢tter or postcard., nsming the books
he wants, to the American Library Association,
10 Rue de I'Elysce, Paris. In writing he is
expected to name secoud and third choices for
cach book asked for.

The library association expects 100,000 sol-
diers to write for buoks in the coming month.
In tho same month it expects to establisk 1,000
sepurate new libraries for Awmerican units scat-
tered through France.

In addition to mailing books to individual
soldiers, the American Library Associstion has
uandertaken to help furnish the books neceded
for the poet sBchools established by the Army
Educational Commisgion. The association has
rrepared o cataslogue of 1,000 books, classified
asccording to subjects from practical treatises on
motion picture machines, dairying, printing und
plumbing to works on astronomy ard Gothic
cathedrals, '

" INSIGNIA TO STAND

Divisional inslgnia can be worn In
the United States by officers and men
returning to be mustered out of the
gervige. The Scceretary of War says so.
The following instructions on the sub-
Ject have been received at General
Headqgarters:

“The Secrctary of War directs that
Circular 18, War Department, 1919, be
nmended to make it clear that all offl-
cers and men returning from overzeas

for the purpose of discharge, ther
with units or casuals, will be p it-
ted to._wear divistonel insignia. This

will apply not only to those who are
in divixions but to those who return
as casuals to hospitals, Casunls re="
turning from overneas for active daty
in United States will be required to
remove thelir insignin.”

CABLE 1S AWAITED
FOR DISPOSITION
OF 70,000 GRAVES

Instructions for Assembiy
Expected Daily from
War Department

Cuble instructions are expected daily from
the War Department in tho States in regard to
the assembly and final disposition of America’s
70,000 graves in Iurope.

“'The final disposition of hodies will be con-
gidered and executed as an entire project, at
such time, probably after the conclusion of
peace, as the vastuess and dificulty of this
almost inconceivable task may make possible.’’
So the authorities announced in the midst of
the war, and despite the- fact that it wag also
announced that *‘return of bodies to the United
States will be made in due time except in cases
wlhere o specific request to the contrary is
made,”’ this, the assurance that there will be a
summing up and final disposition of the dead
as o great singled out task, is the only definite
answer that the Government at this moment can
give to this question. In fact, the matter of
the final disposition of the American dead is
now in the hands of Congress. So far, no dead
have been returned to the United States.

Indications are that Congress wiil finully pro-
vido for the return of all hodies desired re-
turned, but that nt least a half of our dead, by
the preference of those concerned, will rest
permanently in France.

In the meantime, the A.E.P. is gathering. its
dead togethor, that in death they may be as
they were in life—in serried raaks, shoulder
to shoulder, comrades. From f{rozen dugouts,
from old ruins, from those hastily improvised
and now sunken openings in the ground that
were shell holes and battle graves, from wheat
field and river bank and meadow knoll, from
all of the thousands of places of isolution and
sreat loneliness, the dead are being tenderly
lifted end borne to take their pluces in the
ordered ranks of the Army.

4,000 at Work en Problem

To this tusk the Government is now devot-
ing the services of more than 4,000 soldiers.
They are called the ‘‘Graves Registration Serv-
ice,’' and they are a part of that vast prosaic
and mundane organization known us the Quar-
termaster Corps. There is nothing spectacular
in the work of these men, nothing with the
thrill of tho heroic, no nnticipation of applausa,
Digging TP old graves, often being forced to
wear gas masks, prying in old dugouts and
shell holes, searching bodies for some mark of
identity, carrying the remaing to the nearest
cemetery, burying, marking and reporting them
—there is not a great deal in this service to
allure or, seemingly, to inspira.

Yet, story after story is going the rounds of
how this littlo group hore or that little group
there not only did all they were told to do and
all that was expected of them, but actually dis-
regarded the Army and went ahead and added

those touches that they knew would comfort
and please the people at hiome. ’

For example, there was a little group who
gathered together, identified and buried more
than a thousand isolated bodies at Poisy on the
Aisne. The graves were marked off wm the
regulation plots of 208 each and graded and
marked with crosses. The gravel paths ns
ealled for in the standardized blue-prints of the
G.R.B. were laid off. And so far as the Army
was conecerned, the job was done.

But these soldiers wonld not have It so.
They went through pile after pile of salvage
and found a lot of iron rails; they hegged or
borrowed cement from the neighloring region,
and put o fence of concrete and iron around
thst little cemetery. Then thoy seurcled in the
near-by wood for the tallest, straightest treo In
all that region, cut it down, stripped it, psinted
it white, and planted it deep down in the heart
of the field of honor. Around its base they
planted flowers and from its maet they swung
to the breeze the flag.

It is not oasy to speank of the dead In terms
of cards and maps. And yet, at the central
officc of the Graves Reglstration BService at
Tours, the (question of our dead is carefully and
patiently being worked out to answer with just
these things, thousands of them. Thero are
maps that show overy grave to the exact incl
in the largoe assembly of cemeteries far back of
the lines, and there are cards of record to
which, st o moment’s notice, s clerk can turn
and give the wholo history of & grave.

This part of the work is well In hard. It is
in tho battle aroas that most of the work re-
mains to be done.

. Twelve Areas in Fraitce

The whole of France has been dlvided into
three advances and nine other arcas, including
Dbase and intermediate soctions and the District
of Paris. Those aress ars cut icto numbcered

| blocks of six kilometers square, aad sgair sub-

divided into lots o kilometer square. TUrits
from the Graves Registration Service are cover-
ing overy squsre kilomoter of the terrain thor-
oughly, collaborating with old records io con-
firming and establishipg graves, discovering in
all kinds of out-of-tho-wsy places new graves

inever roported, sesrching in every comceivable

Continued on Page 2

DIVISIONS WILL
GO HOME IN ORDER
OF ARRIVAL HERE

General Policy on Sailing
Priority Announced
by G.H.Q.

FIGURES FCR FOUR MONTHS

27th, 30th, 85th, 37th and 9lsi
Due to Sail in March—Some
Exceptions Made

Divisions of the A.E.F. will be roturned to
the United States in the order’of the arrival
of their respective Divisional Headquarters in
I‘'rance.

This information was felegraphed this week
by G.IL.Q. to all Divisional Commanders in
I'rance and is confirmed in G.O. 85.

Based on the shipping estimates and assum-
‘ng that conditions do not change, iho divisions
will be returned to tho States in_the following
order:

March: 27th, $0th, 85th, 37th and 91st.
April: 26th, 77th, 82nd, 35th and 42nd.
May: 32nd, 28th, 33rd, 80th and 78th.
June: 89th, 90th, 29th and 79th.

General exceptions to the rule of retuarn in
the order of arrival are made in the case of
divisions having Regular Army designations.
Special excoptions will only be made in cases
where availability of rail and sea transporta-
tion, location relative to ports, or the con-
trolling military situation mukes changes advis-
able.

Combat troops not assigned to a division will
be returned in the order in which their services
can be spared, Troops in the S$.0.8. and in
labor battslions will also be returned when
their services can be spared, but so far as pos-
sible the new policy will be to release them for
return in the order they arrived in France.

Confirming the ecstimate of the speed with
which troops are likely te be returned, made
last week by Maj. Gen. James (3. Ilarbord,
Commanding General, $.0.8., the new G.O.
gives the {ollowing figures. for the next four
months' sailings as forecast by probable ship-
ping capacity:

Mareh, 212,0005 ApriH, 221,0005 May,
218,600, and June, 276,000.

These figures, however, as pointed out last
week by General Ilarbord, are subject to vari.
ations from causes that cannot be forseen.

G.G. 35 does not affect units which are now
awaiting immediate transportation to the
United States. A schedule of divisions to be
rvoturned after July 1 will be issued later, the
order states.

All told, 14 divisions already have gone out
of existence as divisional units so far as the
A.E.YF. is concerned. These are tha 76th, 39th,
87th, 84th, 8Gth, 84th, 381st, 38th, 8th, 93rd,
40th, 41st, §3rd and 92nd. The hesdquarters
of all these have proceeded home.

The 92nd and 93rd were composed of colored
troops. The 93rd never saw action as s unit,
its regiments having been in service with the
Freneh, Most ot the others are replacement
divisions which were greatly reduced by the
transfer of personal to other units,

MORE THAN SIXTH OF A.E.F.
HAS NOW LEFT FOR HOME

Troops sailing for home in the week ending
February 19 numbered 916 oflicers and 17,258
enlisted men, of whom 388 officers and 4,970
enlisted men were classed as casuals. Artillery
units followed cussusls in the numerical order
of those sailing with 108 officers and 4,207 en-
listed men, Iorty-six Infantry officers and

1,724 Infantrymen were ulso Included in the
totals. Departures now total 357,040 or more
than one-sixth of the A.E.F.’s' Armistico Day
strength.

It wss learned tuis week that rhe German
liner Imperator, one of tho German ships which
will transport Americons home, will not be
available as soon as was expected.

3ud, which fought impartisclly for and
againet both sides in the land warfare from
Flanders to the Vosges, hag shown that it can
take a hand on the sea also. River deposits
have crected a burrier at the mouth of the Elbe
which holds the Imperator in blockade at Ham-
burg until dredges have clearod the channel.

Arnother development this weck of the troop
return situation deals with officers and men ro-
turning to the States under travel orders issued
in the A.BE.F. These soldiers are not going to
be left under the illusion that the dozen inspec-
tions i the embarkation camps, the bathing
and dclousing formalities and all the other in-
cidents of their leavetaking in France will
enable them to atep into a taxicab a few mo-
ments after their transport docks at Hoboken.

Under instructions from the War Depart-
ment, all travel oxders issued for soldiers who
are returning to rceport to specific officers or
places for apecific duty will contain this clauro:

“‘Compliance with this order after arrival

in the United States is subject to such delays
a8 may be imposed by the authorities at the
rort of debarkation in sccordance with orders
from the War De¢purtment relative to debarka-
tion,

tion.""

disinfection, quarantine and demobiliza-
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NO AFTERNOON DRILLS

No more regular afternoon drills for
the troops of the A.E.F.

IXxcept when maneavers or exer-
cises of Iarge units are taking place,
purely mlilitary work will customar-
Iy be flnished by mnoon, it is directed
in G, 0. 27, G.H.Q. The new order
atates further that afternoons will be
dovoted chicfly to athletics and edu-
cationn]l activities.

The order also specifles that hegin-
ning 3March 1 the training of troops
will procced wunder programs aund
schedules prepareg by division or sim-
flnr commanders. Corps comuanders
will he permitted to reserve not to
exceed Ctour days a month for divie

xionn]l or corps terrain exercises or
IMONCUVErs, -

0.M. TO TAKE OVER
- Y.M.C.A. CANTEENS;
TRANSFER IN MARCH

Organization Asks Change
After 18 Months of
Operation

20 MILLIONS OF SUPPLIES

Auxiliary Assumed Charge of Ex-
changes in August, 1917, al
C.-in-C.’s Request

Canteons and post exchanges in the AEP.
heretofore operated by the Y.ML.CA, aro to be
taken over by the Army. The transfer will
take place as soon ns arrangements can be com-
pleted, probably next month.

The personnel of the Y.M.C.A. now en-
gaged in canteen work will he refnined in
Vrance and will be utilized for other purposes
designed to benefit men of the A.EF. The
canteens, when taken over by the Army, will
be operated by the Quartermaster Corps.

*These facts were mado public in statomonts
issued at G.1.Q. and at Y.M.C.A. headquarters
this week.

1t is staled in letters also given out that the
Y.M.C.A. undertook the organization of the
A.LJ. canteen system 18 months ago at the
request of General Pershing, and that ths Army
is now taking over the post exchange business
at the request of the Y.M.C.A., made soon after
the signing of the nrmis&_.ico and renewed on
January 29.

It is estimated by the Y.M.O.A. that the
transfer of the system involves canteen sup-
plies now on hand valued at $£20,000,000.

G.11.Q.'s statement upon the transfor, under
date of Pebruary 23, follows:

A4 soou as arrangements can be perfected
for the opening of Army exchanges the Y.M.
C.A. will cease to he responsible for the cantoen
service in the A.E.J'. This transfer will prob-
ably take effect in March.,

"I Angust, 1917, the Y. M. C. A. was asked
to assume charge of canteen work for the Army.
A question of exchanges for our troops in the
field was considered one of prime importance.
these exchanges being rated a3 necessities
ruther than Iuxuries. The establishment of
eranteens by the ors:unimtions.thcmsulves was
discontinued hecnuse officers and men would be
taken away from their vital functions of trainm-
ing and fighting.

Tonnage Diificulties

““The tonnage which could be allotted to the
YM.C.A. for transport of suppiies from the
United States was far short of the amonnt re-
quested. Realizing that deliveries under the
circumstances could not meet the needs of the
Y.M.C.A., the Y.M.C.A. sct about supplementing
the amount of supplics sent from the Uniied
Statos.

*+A purchasing department was organized and
instructions were issued to utilize to the max-
imum, the domestic market of France, Italy,
Switzerland and Spain. Associations were also
entered into with the Yrench Ministry and
French manufacturars, resulting in the reopen-
ing of 4G decfinite factories which had heen
closed following the French decree closing up
candy and pastry factories.

**An agreement for the tuking over of the
Y. M.0.A. factories and warchouses, to take
effect January 1, 1919, was entered into be-
twoen the Chief Quartermaster, A.E.F., and
Mr. Carter, head of the Y.M.C.A., and srrange-
ment made whereby the Y.M.C.i. would pur-
chage direct from the Q.M.C.; in spite of all
efforts, however, tho Y.M.C.A. was unable to
secure the necessary supplies.

st Army personnel and transportation are now
available for this work. Tho Y.A.C.A. will be
relieved from the heavy burden, snd many of
the personnel will be nsed for other purposcs.
Officers at G.JI.Q. and in the Chief Q.M.’s
office are now working on plans for the new
system of exchanges.”’

Following is the Y.M.C.A.'s statement:

‘Soon after America entered the war tho
Army asked the Y.M.C.A. to take over the post
oxchange service, thereby releasing “Inany offi-
cers and men for the functions of training and
fighting. The Y.M.C.A. took over the post ox-
change work as a patriotic duty, as part of its
work of service to the American soldier.

“4Tt was a difficult task. The Association
foresaw this, but America had called and the
‘Y’ angwered.

- sonflict in Prices

‘“*One phase in particular of tho post ex-
change work promised and caused traublo. It
wnas the conflict in prices between Army can-
teens and the post exchanges operated by the
Y.M.C.AL

**By law an Army caanteen, no matter where
located, sells all goods at factory cost price.
The Y.M.C.A. was nuthorized by tho Army to
operate its canteens on a self-sustaining basis.
Tt was directed by the War Work Council that
this be done by selling at cost price plus
{ransportation, insurance and an allowanco to
cover loss or damage of goods.

““This meant that the Army could sell a
package of Piedmont cigarettes for, say, 15
centimes. That was their cost price in the
United States. The Y.M.C.A., paying the
Army’s selling price for the package of Pied-
mont cigarettes. had to sell them, for, sy, 25
centimes. The difference represented trans-
portation, plus insurance, etc.

¢'Phe matter of ocean trangport was a costly
proposition. There might be mentioned two
shiploads in particuler of the many the Y.M.
0.A. brought to France, paying someotimes as
high as $200 a ton for freight space.

‘‘These two shiploads came to Marseille.
Their cargoes totallew $250,000 in value. The
freight was $150,000. Tho insuranco was
$15,000. This was prior to August, 1918, when
the submarire mennce loomed large. The high
freight rate—which did not include ialand
transportation on either side of the ocean—
plug the high insursnce rato on these two car-
goer necessitated a high selling price.

**The scarcity of occan tounage operated in
apother way to make the selling prices high at
Y.M.C.A. post exchanges. When the associa-
tion took over the work, it asked for ship spacs
of 224 tons a month for esch unit of 25,000
men. This request was based on caroful estl-
mates.

‘“War's exigoncios prevented the Y.M.O.A,
from being allotted what it asked. Tp to
Jato poriod in 1918, tho Y.M.C.A. received an
average allotment of but 78 tons n month for
each unit of 25,000 men. ~

*‘To supply this lack, the Association took
over 46 factories in France. These turned ous
per month 10,000,000 bars .of chocelate and
12,000,000 packages of sweet biscuit (o round
figures. .

‘*Also the asmociation bought in Fiance,
Great Britgln, Spoin, Itnly snd Switrerland
great quantitics of supplies for the post ex-
changes. P

**War conditions made prices of supplies snq:-
lsbor vory high. This incressed, of courss, she ;-




