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FOLKS AT HOME
WRITE TWICE AS
MUCH AS WE DO

AE.F. Postal Service Says
. So, and Has Figures
to Prove It

HUN HELMETS BOOST WORK

It’s a Busy Life, All Right, for
Large-Thumbed Sorters of
Yanks® Multitudinous Mail

If the mail elerks of the A.E.E. decide to
hoist their own distinctive shoulder
it will be a thumb, a rigit thumb that looks
like an ordinavry thumb that has been {attened
eut with o hammer. For the right thumb of
every eaperienced mail sorter is ahnost one-
third azain as broad as his left and you con
always tell the old timers among the 3,500
ofiicers and enlisted men of the AJ.F. postul
_service by the breadth of their right thumbs.

But there are several thousand soldiers in
the postal service whose right thambs are just
spreading out with the first, year's experience.
Yesterday they in combat organizations.
Today, though, they are being fitted into the
Army mail system, that las been
chasing itsell day after day to keep pace with
its expansion.

Overburdened from its birth, the Avmy pos-
tal system has uever been fred from the pres.
In July last year the
the Postal Departmend
The AL

insignia

were

i system

sure of new growth,

Army toolkk over from
the job of handling its own mail

hecame ifs own postmmaster.

In July, 1918, the Army in France™ filled
20,000 sacks with its Jetters and packages. In
December, 1918, the AEF. postal system was
digtributi 132,000 sncks of mail. Tn Janu-
ary the AT, sent 27,878,000 letters back to
the States through Dordesux and Brest, and

living” up to their record

all through the war, returned almost iwo let-
ters for every one they reecived, 50,183,000
letters arriving to be distributed the
155 main postofiices of the AE.I.

Homehound Helmets by the Sackiut

Just as an incident in January's postal busi-
ness the port of Bordeaux loaded 13,000 mail-
sacks full of helmets on homeward
bound boats, There were some other souvenirs
mixed in among the helmets, of conrse, and
the old iron market of a few years (o come
will probably have a new listed muterial, “‘as-
sorted mixed Prussian scrap.’’ or some-
thing like that.

The Awmerican soldier has

© letter-writing reputation of

ple. Today the volume
ALLP. postal system s
the entir: French p
and it is still growing. plans call for
an A.E.LI'. postofiice in Berlin, than 500
enlisted men and 100 oficers having proceeded
to German interior points on Red Cross and
other special missions,
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of handling
2.4 long railroad lines over which ALLF. mail
coaches, in charge of A.L.F. soldiers, puass
daily. On 18 of the 24 linvs mail is sorted en
route.  ‘There are 350 soldiers who fravel on
these conches as cuards—part of their duty is
to sce that the conch isn't sidetraci
and forgotten in some out-of-the-way switching
vard. These men live on the coaches, eat,
sleep and all, and they are almost coustantly
Layovers are short and come only

wiy miil.

mnil

traveling.
at the end of long journeys.
m——

German Mail Cars Used
. In addition to former equipment. 20 npew
German mail cars have just been taken over
by the A.EF.F. and are now runuing daily over
various lines, The cars have stoves. sleeping
bunks and ingenious devices for sorting. The
German signs are still posted on the sides.
Some of these cars aro keeping the Third Army
in touch with the rest of the Army and home.
Twelve-day mail service,is now not uncommon

Jhetween Coblenz and New York: Tt might
even be shorter.

As an example of the way it works, the
Third Army mail coach left Coblenz at 10:34
a.m.. February 20.  ‘The coach arrived ia
PParis at 9:43 a.m, the next day and its con-

tents were unloaded and distributed by 10:30
‘a.m.  The sacks for the States arrived in Dor-
desux at B8 o'clock that evening.  Leaving Bor-
deaux on Sunday, February 23, the mail should
arvive in New York tomorrow.

“*That is as good service as history has
ever shown,'” a Major in the P.E.S, declared.
“*However, ecveryvhbody understands just how
the mail situation over here is affected by
the general railroad situation durieg this re-
construction period. On some lines, for in-
stance, it is not possible to figure even vaguely
on hedules.  From, Tours to Clisumont, a8
an example, the American Specinl often is 38
hours late—there are days when the train does
not depart at all.  This particular train rans
over the line most badly corgested by Amer-
ican and  French trafiic. and we have used
motor trucks to supplement the railroad sery-
fee."”

.
At the Central TPostofiice at Bourges is the
Inrgest general delivery system in the world,

a place with 1,500 c¢lerks, 60,000 pigeonholes
and an index which containg a cavd for every
one of the 2.000.000 officcers and men in
France. Anyone suspecting his mail is being
misdireeted is expected to notify the Central
Postoflicg. .

In addition, the P.K.S. tries in all kinds
of ways to induce soldiers to give proper new
addresses to their old postoftice addresses when
they change their stations. At the Dourges
general delivery office 200 sacks of misdirected
mail arrive daily for tracing

Paging Jim Hall

The mail hustlers admit
puzzles by this time.
day they rcceived n letter

they are good at
At Bourges the other
addressed to: '"'Mr.

Charles Pollard, number 4 in the front rank."”
They found him.  Another one was addressed
to: “*Mr. Jim Iall, AE.F., has a lizht spot
on his head.”’

Initials often cause lots of trouble. It is
easy, of course, to fell where this one goe
**C.0., P.ES, GILQ.. A.LF."" but the bix

haunting black cat of the P.IL.S, is the tripli-
cated AL especially when it gets on
mail that falls in Freneh or British postoffices.
The French have an AE.T., also, but it means
*tAfrique st Franecais.” Of counrse, the Brir-
ish postoffice takes it for Australian mail.
Most of these letters are retrieved. however,

Some tinie ago cards were issued in. some
organizations, ‘usking the men to advise their
home correspondents to direct all mail to the
**American Expeditionary Forees™ in full, gr
at least to ‘‘Am. E.F."" This prm ess helped
a bit, but the edge of the warning seems to
have rallen off of late.

An ofiicer is especially detailed in Paris to
give the .once-over to ull American mail
dropped in French civilian postofiices.

Incomplete addresses of units and confu-
sion of French geography also cause trouble.
Letters come addressed to o soldier in Neuilly,
There are 27 Neuillys. There are six or seven
Chaumonts, Jusserands, Clermonts and Cha-
lons—in fact, almost all French towns have
brother and sister towns.

Rcdxrectmg mail for men leaving their orig:
inal units is the principal! source of all A.E.F.
mail ‘trouble. A big fraction of all soldiers’
mail har to be readdressed, often as many ax
five or six times, The difficulty became al-
most impossible of adjustment in ‘the case of
certain divisions 'scattered over the whole of
France within a few days after landing and
moving constantly thereafter for months and
in the case of men frcquent'lv transferred from

to take it and start the morning fire in the
furnace. if such a flimsy thing as this Bili

08}

'-'onv stution to another,

WAR OF THE

CHEVRONS

WAXES HOTTER STILL

But A.E.F.’s Protests Against
Pending Legislation
May Be Needless

The proposal made.by the IHouse Committee
on Military ANairs to setile the burning chev-
ron abolishing all chevrons,
colii and silver alike. has inspired an ava-
lanche of.letters to this newspaper. If Chair-
wan Dent could read a tenth of them he would !
that the A.L.F. is not pleased with the
sugsestion.

Now comes unofficinl news from Washington

controversy by

sather

that the offending proposal has been strucl
from the pending Army Bill. but in case it
should he ravived Iater, a few of the letters

received by this office are put in ‘print as con-
trilutions to the already voluminous literature
of the centroversy.

To the Bditor of 'TIIE STARS AND STRIPES:

I notice that Congress wants to abolish our
service stripea becuuse they would make pain-
distinctions belween the lucky men who
came to France and those condemmed to serv-
ice at home.

This effort to spare the fcelings of the local
soldiery should he supported It would also
help if, whken we return home. we should be
put under bond not to mention our service in
France.

It woulé be a good idea to nbohsh nlso all
‘wourd siripes, because doubtless many of the
Home Guards would wounded if
they had onll_v had the chance.

Then it should be made a misdemesanor for
winners of the 1D.S.0. to display those unfeel
ing reminders Lefore soldiers who never had
a chnnee to show how brave they wera.

Also General Pershing should not be allowed
to sport his decorations, because if somie other
Gieneral had beep made Commander-in-Chicf “of
the A.I.I'. he would probably have beon dec-
orated, too.

This argument ean be prolenged indefinite-
but you probably get me by this time, any-
Sample Soldat.

ful

‘have beon

Iy,
WHAT WILL MOTHER SAY?
To the Bditor of THE $TARS AND STRIPES:

And to the gentlemen who framed the Bill:
You have slapped us in the face. A small

stripe.  Not much. is it? A mother who has
given will not care if her son returns, after

a year of going over the top. withou! any dis-
without an of his
gervice (o his country in a foreign land.
Tras  hiked nizht
whose mind is
hell carth, desor no  speeial
no distinction from the lei-
iis old uniform will only
his dismissal.

tincetive uarking. insigna

This soldier who Ly and
fought
ions ef
credit,
sure,  And anyway
be worn a few short days after
MHe would wvot be proud of this small mark of
appreciation that his Govermment could allow
him Lo wear without a cent of expense.

Yes, we suppose that your progressive body
Lknows best. ‘The military customs of the ages
isn't it, all
British

by day. carred by vis-

npon ves

soldier of

must he disrezarded. Very foolish,

this tomfoolery of French decoration,

decoration? Al rot! A marn who does his
duty should be content with the knowledge
that he did that duty.

Gentlemen, you have attained the highest
degree of Democracy.  You have pleased’ the
ALY, and the AKF. will not forget you
wlhen it returns to Ameriea.

Pvt., AL,

BLAMES MR. SHELL PROOF
To the Bditor of THE STARS AND $TRIPES

M T oam a soldier of many . years’ experience
and huve done my bit under shell fire in thi-

war, ard all I have to show for it isx a gol’
service bar. I prize my one stripe as much
if not more than any other part of my unm-

form or service badge. and know others of the
A.E.F. feel the same way about it.

Now here comes some joy-killer iromi a
shell-proof hole where he has been during the
whole war. to fake this privilege away frow
us,——away from men who faced the music un
der difliculties that people such as lhe wil'

never realize,
Why ?* Because of two reasons. He has o
son. a relative, or maybe himself, “ho did noi

get over here and he cannot wear & zold stripe
or perhaps he did not get in on the contracl
to make gold serviee stripes for the Govern
ment and had an idea of his own to put over
T honestly believe if this matter was sifted
down to the bottom you would find Mr. Shell
Proof guilty of one. if not both, of these vea
sons,

T have great hopes of .Congress taking sucl
a Bill as this and giving orders to the janitor

would burn.

Such & mau as old Mr. Shell Proof is noth-
ing more than pro-German. to-try and dizcon-
tent over 2,500,000 men and bother our Con-
gress with such a Bill as this.

A Captain

FLAPDOODLE AND BUNK
To the Editor of THII STARS AND STRIPES:

The folks at home say that the gold service
chevron should nol be worn by the ARF’
bhecause it differentintes lLetween the soldier
who came overseas and the soldier who did
not Very well, isn’t the wound chevron a
nark of distinetion, and the Distinguished
Service Cross. the Medal of Ilonor, znd the
Campaign Bar?. Does n good soldier Legrudge
his comrades any honotrs or distinctions they
have rightfully earned?

We think not—and if the soldiers and the
people at home begrndge us our honors and
distinctions. after we have earned them—well,

they are not the sort of soldiers and people
we thought them. Tf the lace-drawered boys
at home are going to be jealous, and the
country is going to stand for it, we can only
say that some of our ideals are going to hit
the toboggan.

We are only hnman, and we have had a
areat sufficiency of flapdoodle and bunk. Wo
do not want our honors and distinctions taken

away through mecanness and jealousy—after

have earned them. The AL.F. wants a
aroal, big dose of horse sense injected into all
legislation concerning us. The war hasn’t de-
prived us of our vision, our perspective, nor
our sense of hnmor; rather it has enlarged

and broadened them—and we'll not be fooled.
Rarymond Kukuck,

Cpl,, Supply Co., 51st Pioncer Inf,

LITTLE, BUT, OH, MY! ,

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:

Tt is to laugh—that proposed abolishinent of
the service stripe *by those “jealous stay-at-
homes and their petty politicians who shape
the destinies of the Land of Tiberty for vrhich
we of the A.EF, have lLeen fighting.

No anunouncement or action has aroused the
rightful wrath of the A.E.F. morc thoroughly
than the recent notification that the valiant
home defenders had gotien in their *‘doity
work’ and that the service stripe was to be
dumped into the ash can. Tt has proved to
themt stronger than words that thosc at home

are Tforgetting., even while the homeward
stream of wounded still flows on, what the
ALE.F. has done for them.

It is o small, insignificant thing, the service
stripe. Yet it is tremendously big in its way;
n mark of distinction, of honor and pride to
those who have fought and suffered and bled
for it on these shell-furrowed ficlds of France.
Tt is those back there wearing the uniform
wlho never came acreons who are to blame.

I'l1l say 73 per cent of them could have come
overseas and heard the whine of n Boche shell ©
had they wished to. But they didn't, so they |}
grabbed coffee-cooling jobs bagk llomc i

iWhy? You ask. &\V el!. I wouldn't want to

the contempt.

sey in plain, ¢rude. vulgar
of them didn't come. But ask somebody Wwho
is not color-blind to exumine the vertebrae of
one of them and he'll tell you.

Oh. well. Let the service stripe go. I1'll
tear mine off. I know just how long T stayed
over here und just what I went through, and
I don't care whether anybody else knows it or
not.  Bul it is to laugh—not a hale, hearty.
joyiul laugh. but a caustic chuckle of scorn
and bitterness. I would like to have seen that
gung at home stand the gaff that the combat
units did for six months or a yeuar over here
in the devil's domain. Then ask them whether
they deserved the service Probably
t.lm_v'd vote themselves a couple of Croix de
Guerres, instead, just for going through it.

Yes. we'll tear off our service stripes, but
disgust and loathing for these
responsible will linger in our minds long after
those little gold insignia are tarnished and
mildewed.

words why. many

stripe.

A Doughboy Buck.

CUT EM OUT, SAYS REDLEG

To-the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:

I note with pgreat pleasure that a law is
about to be passed prohibiting the wenring of
gerviee chevrons. I onmly rate two now and
T am sure that I shall not have more than
five by the time I return. They are a mnui-
sance. '

Suppose I were allowed to wear them. Sup-
pose 1®hould 1ean up against the desk of the
employment agency when I go back looking
for n job. Just as I am about to land it the
behind the glasses says:

“What's them moan?”

“*Overseas  service, sir,
monthes—""' '

*‘Nothing doing, young fellow. We don't
want any workmen around here that have

beenn in the Army. We want clever fellows

that have sense enough to stuy home. Nextl''
And the guy with tho prohibitionist ribbon

on his cout gets the job.
T'm against distinctions.

auy

one for each six

Cut ‘em out.
Artillery.

SOME WHO BATE BOTH
To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:
Surely ther don't think in the Siates that

we shall look upon the silver stripe as a
brand of failure! As for the continual ex-

cuse offored by the silver stripers, such as,
It wasn't my fault that T didn’t go to
Frange,”’ isn’t it very much like saying, ‘'T

didn't have a chance to win a medal so why
should you give those brave boys one?’’

It is to be hoped Conzress will drop such
a foolish matter. There are many of us who
rate twe silver stripes, as well as one gold.
but we are net kicking at the War Depart-
ment’s decizsion that gold and silver shall not
ve worn at the same time. .

N.C. S

AS TO LIBERTY BONDS

Delivery of Third Liberty Loan Bonds, paid
by n soldier of the A.E.F. by allotments
pay between April 1, 1913, and Janu-
, 1919, will only be made after the per-
sgnnel adjutant of the soldier’s Whit has fur-
rished n statement showing that the par value
of the bonds subseribed for hag been deducled
from the soldier's pay.

This is specified in G.0. 24, G.ILQ., which
stafes further that where full payments have
not been made the amounts still due the
tiovernment will be deducted from the next
payroll,  The G.0Q. prescribes the forms which
personnel ofilcers will use in certiffing that
allotments for Third Loan Bonds have been
paid up in full.

OVER 19,000 SICK
OR WOUNDED SPED
FROM SINGLE PORT

2,900 in One -Day, Bordeaux’s
Record Since Armis-
tice Signing

RIDE IN TRAINS TO DOCKS

Hospital Ships “Comfort” and
“Mercy” Supplemented by
Regular Transportis

More than 19,000 patients have been evacu-
ated from the base hospitals in the viciuity of
Bordeaux and disprtehed to the States since

the signing of the armistice. As many as
2,900 patients have been evacuated in a single
day. i

-~ Ag they pile oif the train, preparatory to
embarking aboard ship. the convalescents re-|
ceive hot coffec and sandwiches. Many of
them have wounds, the results of which they

will earry through life. but they don’t think
of that, for they are going home.

The majority of the patients in the vicinity
of Bordeaux are being carried to the port in
hospital trains. oftentimes the same train be-
ing used that brought the patient from the
front during the fighting. Ambulances and
trucks aro used as well

‘The first moing-home step is the notification
received from the Army Transport
the Medicai Department that there are accom-
modations for so.many litter cases,
sick cases and 80 many
on a certain ship. this information being usu-
ally given 24 hours in advance. The Medical
Dopartment then comunicates with the hos:
pital conters.

ilow They Are Shipped

If trains are to be used for transport,
American superintendent of the Midi Railroad.
a first lientenant in the Transportation Depart-

meut.  stationed nat Base Headquarters, ar-
ranges for the necessary number of hospital
trains and train _crews. and also with the

French authorities for the dispatc hing of these
trains over the French roads. The majority
of the patients are evacuated from the Bean
Desert hospital centers near Bordea and
this nccessitates traveling over three railroads.
a distance of about 14 miles from the hospital
to the docks. This part of the arrangements
is most important, for the steamers go out on

the tide nnd the patients are put abonrd at
the last possible moment.

One day last weeck 1,108 men were trans-
ported from {he hospital centers and put
aboard the ships. The whole procedure was
run on schedule time.

Each hospital train is made up of 16 ears
as follows: Nine ward cars, a.stall car, a

pharmaey ear. a supply car, a persdnnel car.
an infectious ward c¢ar and two kitchen cars,
one on each end of the train. The personnel
is made up of three officers and 33 enlisted
wmen, including three cooks. a registered phar-
macist, a mechanie and three nurses. | The
staff lives on board and travels with the train.
Fach train has s capacity of 360 litter cases
or 480 ‘'sitting-up’’ cases.

MILITARY BAKD
INSTRUMENTS

BESSON & CO., Ltd.
198 Euston Rd., London, Eng.
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Maintains reading, writing and rest rooms at
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The men are on duty on this train 24 hours
a day and draw regular hospital rations. The
work in the kitchens is different from other

army Litchens hecause of the special diet
which has to -be prepared for the paticnts.
Two thousand rations are carried on cach

train, including special foods, such as choco-
lates, soups, millk and eggs.
Process on Docks

The hospita]l train runs directly into the
hospital center and the patients are loaded on.i
the process usually taking about an hour nn(l'
a half. Before a man iz allowed on the lruln'
he is re-checked and tagged, and no _one
allowed aboard who is not properly tagged.’
The mon are usually given a meal beiore they
leave the hospital. Upon the arrival at the
docks the men are met by the evacuation con-
a branch of the Medical Dcpnrlmem
made up of 100 members, i

A large warchouse has been equipped and!
fitted up as an embarkation building. As soon
as the train is ‘‘spotted’’ the evacuation com-
pany gets ready with its litters, if they
needed, and is ready when the men leave the
train. The evacuation gives every
assistance to the men in getting to the waiting
room. \Where necessary, the litters are used
and, where these ase not necessary, men are
assisted in walking or their haggage is carried
for them. The litter eases are handled first.

Seats have been arranged, and as soon as &

man arrives in the embarkation building he is
given plenty of coffe¢c and lurge jelly sand-
wiches. 'He im not contined to one sandwich or
one cup of coffee, but eats as much as he likes.
There are magnzines available and also a place
where the men may change their franes into
American money.
gangplank he is given handkerchiefs, toilet
articles and other necessities by representa-
tives of the Red Cross.

All hospital men that are evacuated are
divided into companies of about 100 men each,
in charge of a commissioned officer, usually a
hospital case himself.

Besides the regular transports that ave Imiu;:|
used to convey the troops biack home, there
are two hospital ships—tho Cowmiort, which
will earry 403 litfer cases, and the Mercy.
which will carry 375 litter cases. Both of
these will be loaded at Bordeanx next week.

are

company

I've Got Your T. W.
Laid Aside For You When
When You Shed O. D.

N CT

Commatider-in-Chief
of Smart Hatters

NEW YORK ana EVERYWS

B
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e e
When Private
Brown got back
from France

D T
P }\ BHE firse thing he
< dud afier annibilaung

the best dinner thatever

came out of the Brown
kitchen, was to stroll down town
and buy a new hat.

“0Ch, Bexi™ g “You've no
fdea how fed-up a fellow geteof aliat
that's heen <tagped out of a2 bit of
Fathichem stedd, with no morei id-
cality than a cpokeina wagonw

Arnd he walked out of the stors with
a bh.he new Mallory tilzed ever co
slightly to one side—just to show how
he felt toward the world.

Perhaps that isn’t quite your idea
of a liome-coming cclcbrzuon—-b.lt
then Privats Brown is one of these

eaid he.

chans who are always dragging their
hats into everything., He'd bet his hat
on the slizhiest provocation—ard the

lcm'rc t orts. He was fore ~ver throw-
e iy kar into tie ring, as he pat it.
ic et 3 gieat store by his hat—

Perhaps that's why he zlwzys wore
Malosy.
When ycu getback,you'l! find plenty

of good Mallery Hats ready for you
=2t the best shops, as alweys.

B. A. MALLORY & SONS, ING
234 Fifth Avenae, New Yora
Factory: Denbucy, Cona,

This Oftice has becn opencd for tac use of =l men who t2it our employ
.to go into service. Whetlier ve can do anything for you or unot, be sute tor
call o1 send your address to—
THE GOODYEAR INFORMATION BUREAU, .

AKRON, O., U.S.A, 17 Rue Suint.Florentin, PARIS
MAIN FACTORIES: (ear Place o la Concorde).
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Wl'ien You Return to New York
STAY AT THE

HOTEL M°ALPIN g WALDORF-ASTORIA

A substantial dlscount and every possible preferenco
and attention to men in the Uniforrced Service.

As each soldier goes up thel

. Simply. raise lever, immers: nib in mk low

—and this’ type of the World’s -Best Pead M
X and; ready for use.
ofswma Jewelers overywhere. ' Alse in WM Wv

L. G, SLOAN, Ltd. The Pen Coraor, Kingswiy,Londer, wa's

Sole Represeatstive in Foace:
mvmn & LEUBA - - - & Rue MWM

i\)sq\uu‘lg unyg

mther guairties »

CIGARETTES

No. 444
TURKISH

No. 555
VIRGINIA :

Manufactured at

ARDATH PALACE OF INDUSTRY, Londos
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$250 for Letters

Tell us awhat you think about Grapelade
The one who tells it best gets $50

ILLIONS of tins of Welch's Grapelade,
_l_ ‘‘“that pure grape spread,” have been
shipped to the armies in France. Grapelade,
you know, js a new product made by the same
people who make Welch’s Grape Juice, “The
National Drink.” It was made first for the army.
Now it is sold in the States as well. We want to
know how you like Grapelade. We want you
to write us a letter about it. Tell us where you
first tasted jit; how you use it; how the other
fellows like it. To make it worth while, we'll
pay for the best letters as follows: | i

For the best letter, « $50

For the next best, . « §25 '
For the ten next, each . §Ii0 !

g5 -

There are only two rules it this letter-writing
bee. No letter must be longer than.500 words,
The shorter the betteér. This offer is open only to
present or former meinbers of the A.E.F.—that
is, to soldiers who have seen foreign service. It
is published only in the “Stars and Stripes.”
Give us both your home and army -add esses,
Letters must reach us by April 1st.

For the fifteen next, each

THE WELCH GRAPE JUICE COMPANY
" Letter Contest

WESTFIELD, NEW YORK, U. 8. A.

SHAVE WITH A SMILE

BY USING

DURHAM DUPLEX

A REAL RAZOR -- MADE SAFE

The Razor Set contains a Durham-Duplex Razor with an attractive
white handle, safety guard, stropping attachment and packao'e of 3
Durham-Duplex doubleedged blades (6 shaving edges) all in a hand-

some leather or khaki cloth kit.

Additional packages of blades containing 5 blades or three blades.
AT ALL A.E.F., YM.C.A. and SALVATION ARMY CANTEENS




