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ARMY THRICE AS LARGE AS GRANT'S CUT ST. MIHIEL SALIENT

Continued from Page 1 ,
into French territory. Directly back of it
and supporting it, with excellent rafl and
road ' communications, was the great German
fortress of Metz, hardly over 50 kilomoters
from 8t. Mihiel,

During the first year of the war the French
made several powerful efforts to wipe out the
St. Mihiel snlient with its constant enveloping
threat to Verdun. But, working unrder the
tactical theories of trench warfare then in
vopue, they mot with little success so {ar as
ground gains were concerned.

The first effort was made at Les Lparges,
where, in February, 1915, they began an at-
tack to break through down the fuce of the
hills to the plain of the Woevre. After the
attack had been suatained on into April the
French were in possession of Les Eparges and
believed that they had killed 30,000 Germans.
But thoir own losses hnd been very heavy,
the salient was not yet broken and the effort
here was giver over. N

During the summer of 1915, they agsin at-
tacked, this time aleng the southern faco and
particularly at Apremont, beneath tho edge of
the hills, and at the Bois lo Pretre. At the
latter place they tried to force their way down
the deep ravines into the valley of tho Monello.
For months the battle went on, literally from
tree to tree, until the forest had been wiped
from the face of the earth.

By this timo the French had captured most
of the few square kilometers of ground within
the confines of the woodland, but at & terri
ble cost of life, and shortly afterward s Ger-
:nnn counter-offensive of the snme naturo forced
thom to relinquish a considerable part of the
ground gained. From that time until Septem-
ber, 1018, the St Mihiel selient remained
among the '‘quict sectors,’” not hecausc the
French did not desire to obliterate it but be-
causo thelr forces were too conatantly engaged
on other and more vital froats to allow of the
great concentration necessary for its reduction.

Americans on Sullent’s Edges

Largely becaure it waa o quict sector lylng
in that region of castern France which, from
tho first entry of the United States into the
war, had been designated as the zone of oper-
ations of the future American armies, sceveral
of the American divisions first to arrive were
placed along different parta of the salient, par-
ticularly betvicen Pont-u-Monsson and Apre-
piont, ns part of their training in becoming
first-class fighting divisions.

This was the case with the 1st and 20th
Divisions, of which ut lenst one, the 26th, hnd
a battlo there of no insignificant proportions
when one day in April a Qerman shock regi-
ment attacked Seicheprey, carried the village,
held It for a short time and was then rejected
by the New Englandera.

It was quite natural, therefore, that when
the American forces in had at lasnt,
by the latter part of August, 1918, risen to
hav:

Franco

numbera suflicient to constitute an army,
ing at least nine divikions which had particl
pated in the offensive battles hetween
the Marne and Venle, and corps stafls
had learned to in command
of troops in major operations, the St Mihiel
salient should have been solected us the place
for the Pirst Amcrican Army to demonatrate
its power and fiticss an n fighting unit.

In addition to relieving Verdun and its
rall communications, the suppression of the
salient would restore 150 square miles of oc-
cupled Freneh territory, Including a city in-
habited before the war by 10,000 people;
would reverse the threat of German attark on
Verdun to a threat of Allied attack on Metz,
and would furnish a base lice for future
operations both against the Briey iron fields
just north and enst of Metz, which were vital
to Qermany's war indusiries, nnd against the
double track railroad w 1, ranning up from
Alsace through Met Montmedy, Sedan and
Mezicres to Valenc s in Flanders, fur-
nished the means of transportation by which
tho Germun divisions werg rapidly shattled
back and forth as nesded from one end of
their Western battle front te thoe other,

great
the

which function

First Army In the Making

The general conception of the operation hav-
fng taken form, availuble American divisions
wero gradually drawn into the front and rear
gones adjacent to the salient, some from the
training areas further back, some from the
quict Bectors of the front in Alsace and the
Vosges mountains, Lut purticularly o nuniher
of divisiona which had recently gone through
the hard fighting in the Marne asnlient. In
addition, a considerable number of French
troopa already In position were placed under
American command,

The staff of the Firet American Army wns
crented and  Gen. John J, Pershing, Com-
mander In Chief of the American Expedition-
ary Forces, himsel! took command of that
army for its first operation, as a natural pre-
limivary to assuming command of the group
of armies which were soon to be organized,

The firat work, ntecessarily, was the con-
atitution of the Army {t . & complex mech-
anivm which had to be Luilt and made to work
properly from the front lice back to the Sorv-
fca of Supply, which now, for the first time,
wero cnlled upon to tuke complete enre of their
own Aty from their own base ports to their
own railheads,

After thnt, for the coming operation itself,
maps and plans, of which the Army orders
alone, including  battle instructions, field
orders, etc., filled a book of 56 puges, were
worked out by the staff with a detailed care
probably never before bestowed upon the prep-
aration of an American Army for battle,

Tho exact zone of action of every organ-
jzation, the objertives to be attained at certain
homrs and minutes all along the line, the
duiies to be porformed by every one ol the
multiRudinozs units of the Army; infantry,
field, heavy and railway artillery, enginceers,
tanks, pursuit, reconnzissance, obrervation and
bombing aviation, cavalry, gus and filame
troops, ammuanition and supply traina and
other motor transport, Signel Corps troopa,
water supply, anti-aireraft defense, hospital
units, troops charged with the evacuntion of
prisoners, with traflic control and with liaison
—all these details and many more were min-
utely preseribed and no contingency that could
beo foreseen was left unprovided for.

September 12 “D Day”

At length Septemlier 12 was definitely fixed
as "D day ana “‘IT hour'* as 5 o'clock in
the morning, and there hegan the gradual con-
centration  of attacking troops along the
front, conceialed from the enemy by every por-
mble artitice and precantion. The troops
alrendy in sector, which were. from right to
left around the salient, the 82nd, 90th, 89th
and 1st United States Divisions, and the 30th,
26th and 2nd Dismounted Cavalry French Di-
visions, maintained only their normal activ.
jties. New batteries of artillery coming in
were not allowed to rtepister on the targets
in their zoner of fire: aviation activity was
not increased, and the masses of arriving
troops and transport marched by night and
concenled themaelves by duy.

Nevertheless the enemy got an inkling of
what was going on, and severnl days before
the actual attanck he began preparations for
ovacuating thoe ealieat in case of necessity.
Bat, judged by the standard of previous QGer-
snan military decisfon, their measures in this
case seem to have been curiously nerveless
and - hesitating.

Apparently they were somowhat awed by
the magnitude of the preparstions against
them; at all events, they neither reinforced
the salient so strongly as to guard it ngainst
any attack, nor frankly gave it up and aban-
doned it, though it should be roted that at
this time the German mass of reserves was
already pretty thoroughly involved in opposing
the British and French offensives between the
Somme and the Oise.

In the St. Mihiel sulient they stopped some
construction work which was in progross and
began slowly withdruwing some heavy artil-
lery and supplies. But, on the other hand,
orders were issued to the troops in the sec-
tor and those within close supporting distance
looking to the holding of the positions with
the-forces on the ground. :

The German defenses, after the oxpenditire
upon them of four yoears of labor, wero natur-
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ally atrong In themseclves. Behind the intri-
ento and deeply-organized first line they cm-
braced o socond lino called the Schroeter zone,
which waos virtually s smaller sslient five or
moro kilometers inside the original one. Start-
ing northesst of Les Eparges at one end, it
run south over the heights of the Meuse, utlliz-
Ing their boidest profiles fo as just to retain
their eastern cicarpments, then near Varvinay,
swinglng enst to Buxieres, and then, behind
the deep valley of the Rupt de Mad, running
northeast by Nousard, Lemarche, Beney and
Xammes to Rembercourt.

Hore it connected with the Michael position,
the real withdrawal position of the asalient,
which was a part of that ultinate system of
defennme called in morie places the Hindenburg
line, In some the Kriemhilde Stollung, and 8o
on, but which everywhere the Gormans regard.
ol a8 the line on which they should say to the
Allies, '*Thus far and no farther.”

‘Tie Schroeter zone covered the roands lead-
Ing northeast from St. Mihiel by Chaillon and
north from Apremont by Heudicourt, through
Vigneulles and St Benolt-en-Woevre to Gorze,
behind the center of the Michel position, It
largely no lino, well
aited, but only partly intrenched, and, though
fairly strong by nnature the fact remnined that
it was o temporary withdrawal position only;
that n good 22 Xkilometers intervened between
the St. Benoit crosaronds and the main salient
at Chnuvoncourt
bridgehead and that it would Le necessary, in

was more than a wire

ecither Aprement or the
case of n strong ottack, if the forces around
the latter points were to cscape capture, for
the holding troopa to keep the Schroeter zone
intnet until the retreating columns could clear

thelr fanks past St. Benoit,

Disposition of Enemy’s Forces

It wns to the prevention of this rosult that
tha American  battle Inrgely di-
rected, and for its accomplishment that the
CGermans made somo rather heaitating arrange:
menta,

hanks to some German official reports cap:
tured sometime after the event, it is possible
to know with more accuracy and detail than

plans were

uaunl something of the disposition and move-
ments of the enemy's forces during the opera-
tiona in the salient,

It appears that Lieut. Gen. Fucks, command-
ing Army Detachment **C.'" disposod in the
galient from right to left the XXXVth Austro-
Iinngarian perhaps _whh
troops of the V1iIth Landwehr Division, to its
right, group'’; the CXCIInd
Division and the Vth Landwehr Division form.

Division, forming,

the *"Cambires

jng the ‘*Mihicel group,”’ and the Xth Divi-
gion and the LXXXVITth Reserve Division
forming the ‘‘Gorze group.”’ The XXXIat
Division was in  close reserve, and  the

INXIHrd, CVITth and LXXXVIIIth Divisiona

further away, but within reach,

On the extreme right flank, lapping over
the front which waa actually attacked, the
VIiIth Landwehr Division apparently  Dbe-

longed to the Vih Army, of Gen. von Fran:
on the extreme left, astride the
was the CCLVth Division, command
of whiech, for purposes of hetter co-ordination.
had been repentedly requested by Fuchs, but
whivh he did not receive until 5:45 o'clock on
the morning of the attuck.

Trobebly all of these divisions were very
fur below the 9,000 rifes each which the
Alliea reckoned as the normal strength of Ger-
wnn divisions, but it was claimed that the
CXVIind and the Xth Divisions were particu-
tarly depleted, while the LXXVIIth was re-
garded as unrelinble hecause of the large pro-
portion of Alsace-lorrainers in its ranks.

cois, while

Moselle,

Four Allied Ariny Corps

The order of battle given differed materially
from that presumed at the time by tho Amer
icnn command, which belicved nine divisions
to be ir line with one in support, instead of
seven in line with four in support. According
to the cstimnte of General Fuchs, he had in
hine one division to esch 12 kilometers of
front, which perhaps meant, with disposable
reserves, s total of 75,000 men. With their
wonderfully organized defense and immense
quantities of artillery and machine guns, such
s force could logically be expected to make
a very Ktublborn defense.

On the front to he attacked, General Persh-
ing disposed four Army Corps. The 1st
United States Corps wans under Maj. Gen, Hun-
ter Liggett and operated from Clemery, oast
of tho Moselle, to Limey: the 4th United
States Corps, under Mai, Gen. Joseph T. Dick-
man, operated from Limey to Xivrey: the 2nd
Colonial Corps  (Mrench), under Maj. Gen.
Bloandelat, later under Maj. Gen. Claudel, oper-
ated from Xivrey to Monilly, and the 5th
United States Corps, under Maj. Gen. George
. Cameron, operated from Mouilly to Watron-
ville,

The 1st Corps had from right to loft the
39nd, the 90th, the 5th and the 2nd Divisions,
with the 73th in 1eserve. Of these the 82nd,
under Maj. Gen, Willinm P. ‘Burnham, ‘was
to hold fast with its right and follow up with
its left, which was nstride the Moselle, the
advance of the line further to the west. The
90th, Maj. Gen. Heury T. Allen; the 5th, Ma).
Gen. John A. McMahon, and the 2nd, Maj.
Gen. John A. Lejeune, wore to advance in sec-
tors which, swinging on the pivot of the 82nd,
had a direction first northwest and then mnorth,
ending in front of the German Michel posi-
tion. The 2nd Division, which was on the
marching flank, had Thiaucourt to capture,
and was tho only division of the corpas which
would have to cross the Itupt de Mad and pen-
etrato, at its extreme left end, tho enemy’s
retired &alient, or Schrocter zone.

The 4th Corps had from right to left the
§9th, 42nd and 1st Divisions, with the 3rd
Division in reserve. The 89th, Maj. Gen.
W, Af, Wright, closcly co-operating with the
ond Divislon in cleaning up tronches and
woods, was to move in a general northward
direction, crossing the Rupt de Mad and the
Schroeter zome just west of Thiaucourt and
driving across the onemy's St. Mihiel-Gorze

line of retreat just northoast of St. Benoit.
The 42nd, Maj. Gen. Cherles T. Mencher,
N\
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and the 1lst, Maj. Gon. Charles P. Summerall,
starting from the region of Selcheprey and
Richeconrt, were to mop up the country around
Lahnyville, 8t. Buussant, Essey, Punnes and
Nonsard, so heartily hated for many weary
months by American diviaions in training, and
thon to push on to Vigneulles and St. Benoit.

Oblective and Exploitation

Tho advance of the 1st and 4th Corps were
to attain certnin objective lines by given times;
a *‘1st phase” line just short of the Rupt de
Mad was to be reached early on the 12th; a
1115t day'’ lino embracing Thisucourt and the
crests beyond the Rupt do Mad as far ns
Nonsard was to be reached by evening of that
dsy, and a ‘*1st phase, 2nd day’" line, includ-
ing Vignoucllies and St. Benoit, was to be
reached as msoon as possible on the 18th.

After this, if not awrondy upon it, the ad-
vance was to bo carried up to the °*‘Army
Objective,”* which would be a line of reaist-
ance straightened out in front of the ¢nemy's
Michel position, but =at some distance from
the latter, while the *‘Line of Exploitation'’
would ecarry the front, and particnlarly the
outpoat zone, as far shead of the line of re-
sintanca ng it could be forced without undue
«ffort and eacrifice.

The IFrench 2¢nd Colonial Corpa had from
right to left the 39th and 26th Infantry Divi-
sions and the 2nd Cavalry, with no divigion
in corps reserve. ‘The 30th, Brig. Gen. Pougin,
wns to follow up on its right tho attack of
the 1st United States Division; the 2nd Cav-
alry Division was to follow up oa its left,
across the hills of the Meuse, the attack of
the 26th United States Division south of Les
Fparges.  The inner flanks of these divisions
and the 26th TYufantry Division, Brig. Gen.
Belenet, around the point of the salient and
eant and north of St. Mihiel, were to press in’
ounly strongly enough, by means of limited
frontal attncks and raids on important points,
tn force the Clermans to engapge and prevent
them from retiring until the American attack
could break across their line of retreat near
Vigneulles and St. Benoit. X

Though it might reasonably he expected that
tire fighting here would not be as heavy as on
other parts of the front, the task assigned to
the 2nd Colonial Corps was one calling for
grent  tactical wkill, as the pressure to be
exerted would have to he carefully controlled
necording to circumstances if the desired re-
mults wero to be achieved. The formidable
Mont Sec, which lay in the sector of the 390th
Infantry Division, was not to he attacked di-
rectly, but engulfed In the general advance.

On Sallent’s Western Face

The 5th United States Corps had in line
from right to left the 26th United States Di-
vision and the 15th  Colonial  Infantry
(French), with the 4th United States Nivi-
sion ip reserve. The 26th Division, Maj. Gen-
Clarence E. Kdwards, came into the line east
of Mouilly on the 11th, replacing the French
ond  Cavalry under Maj. Gen. Hennoque,
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which dropped back to a support position in
the rear.

The 26th Division was to make ita attack
at 8 a. m. three hours after the advsnce
thould have begun on the south face of the
anlient, and wus to drive southeast across the
hills and up the creck valley of the Ruisseau
du Longesu to a ‘‘1lst day" line just east of
the villnge of Dommartin.

Thence it was to swing enst with its ex-
treme right flank overrunning Iinttonchatel,
where it would come inio contact with the
left of the 1st Division, 4th Corps, advancing
from the other side of the salient. and close
the enemy’s line of retreat from St. Mihiel
to Gorze. Yrom this line it would ther awing
northoust down the faces of the hills to the
Army Objective line fronting the Michel posi-
tion on the plain of the Woovre. )

To the left of the 26th Division, the French
15th Colonial Infantry Division, Maj. Gen.
Guerin, sawinging on a smuller arc of the same
semicircle. was to attack in front the enemy's
strong positions on the three detached hills
of T.es Eparges. Combrea and Amaranthe while
the 26th Division was flanking them through
tho creek valley, and after capturing them was
to line up with tho 26th Division on the Army
Objective.” The 4th United States Division,
Maj. Gen. John L. Hines, of which, at the
last moment, o part was put in line on the
extreme left, waa to follow up as » hinge, per-
forming the same functions on that flank that
the 82nd Division performed on the otker.

Great Enveloping Operation

The whole groat mancuver was designed to
be, in ecffect, an enveloping operation; break-
ing through the bases of the salient, closing
to ita center and pocketing its garrison, Alto-
gether for the attack the First American Army
had, as indicated above. eight divisions in
line and three corps in reserve, counting the
41). as reserve, while, in addition, the 35th
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Valspar Varnish has biéen “doing its .
it” in the aviation service of the Alli
ever gnce ‘the war started. It is ac-
cepted as the- standard vamish jor
afrplanes eod seaplanes, a3 well a2
{or all otker varnish purperes.
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and 01st Division were in Army reserve and
the 80th and 33rd Divisions were available if
needed. - : .

- This meant sbout 216,000 American and
possibly 48,000 French troops in line, und
about 190,000 American troops in rescrve, or
more than 400,000 American troops for the
‘battle. General Pershing had therefore as-
sembled, in the first American Field Army
which had existed sinco the Civil War, a mass
of American troops considersbly more than
threc timeos as large as had ever before been
agsembled in one army, the largest previous
ono having been the Army of the Potomac,
under General Grant before Petersburg in
1864-5, which numbered at its maximum about
125,000 men.

To compare it in numbers with other armiecs
of the past preceding the World War, Napo-
leon's Gradd Army at Leipzig numbered

160,000 and that of his Austrian, Russian and|

Prussian gpponents 240,000; the German army
250,000 men; and the
Japanese and Russian armies at Mukden, the
largest up to that time authentically recorded
in the history of the world, each numbered
about 310,000 men. .

Although Genreral Fucha was in direct com-
maund of the German troops in the aslient, thé
real antagonist of the Amcrican was General
von Qallwitz, the commander of the Army
Group of which Fuch’s detachment formed a
part.

Von Gallwitz wns an officer high in rank at
the beginning of the war. Ile commanded an
Army Group of the German forces during the
intonse fighting and constant mancuvering in
Poland in 1915. Later that year and during
part of 1916 he was in command of an army
in Macedonis, and in the full of 1916 the IInd
]G_ermnn Army on the Somme was placed under
him, . .

In March, 1917, he was put in command of
the Vth Army in the Verdun scctor and at a
later date was given the Army Group which
he still had in September, 1618. On the score
of experience in manipulating musses of troops
on many victorious ficlds, the German certainly
had rather the best ‘of it. But the secquel
showed, as it often has done, that in such mat-
tors cxperience and prestige are mnot every-
thing.

(The aciual operation of wiping out tho St.
Mihiel salient ond the ‘reslts achieved will beo
described in tho next article of this scrics.)
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