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Army thrice as large as grants cut st. mihiel salient
Continued from Page 1

Into French territory. Directly hack of it
and supporting it, with excellent roll and
road' communications, was the great German
fortress of Metz, hardly over 50 kilometers
from St. Mihiel.

During the first year of the war tho i rench
made several powerful efforts to wipe out the
St. Mihiel salient with its constant enveloping

threat to Verdun. Bat, working under tho
tactical theories of trench warfare then in
vogue, they mot with little success so far as
ground gains were concerned.

The first effort was made at Lea Eparges.
where, in February, 3 015, they began an at-
tack to break through down tho face of tho
hillr, to the plain of the Woovre. After tho
attack hod been sustained on into April tho

French were in possession of Lea Eparges and
believed that they hud killed 50.000 Germans.
But their own losses had been very heavy,

the salient was not yet broken and tho effort
hero was given over.

During the summer of 1915, they again at-

tacked, this time along tho southern fuco and
particularly at Aprcrnonl. beneath tho edge of
the hills, and at the Bois lo Prclre. At tho
latter place they tried to force their way down
the deep ravines into tho valley of tho Moselle.
For months the battle went on. literally from
tree to tree, until tho forest had been wiped
from the face of tho earth.

By this time tho French had captured most
of the few square kilometers of ground within
the confines of the woodland, but at a terri-
ble coil of life, and shortly afterward a Ger-
man counter offensive of the same nature forced
thorn to relinquish a considerable part of tho
ground gained. From that time until Septem-
ber, 1018, the St. Mihiel salient remained
among the "quiet sectors," not because tho
French did not desire to obliterate it but bo-
cause their forces were too constantly engaged
on other and more vital fronts lo allow of the n ||y strong In themselves. Behind the Intrl-

culo and deeply-organized first line they em-
braced n second lino culled the Schroder tone,

which wos virtually a smaller salient five or

more kilometers inside the original one. Start-
ing northeast of Lee Epargos at one end, it
run south over the heights of the Meuse, utiliz-
ing their boldest profiles so us just to retain
their eastern escarpments, then near Varvlnay,
swinging east to Buxieres, and then, behind
the deep valley of the Unpt do Mud. j-unnlng

northeast by Noussrd, Lemorcho, Ueney and
Xiiiiiinca to Knnbercotirl.

great concentration necessary for its reduction,

nnd the Ist, MaJ. Gon. Charles P. Summcrall,
darting from the region of Sclehoprcy and
Rlcheconrt, were to mop up the country around
Lalinyvillo, St. Buussant, Essay, Pannes and
Nonsnrd, so heartily hated for many weary

months by American divisions in training, and
then to push on to Vlgncullcß and St. Benoit.

Americans on Salient's Edges

Largely bccauM* it was a quiet sector lying

In that region of eastern Franco which, from
the first entry of the United Stales into the
war, had been designated as the zone of oper- Objective and Exploitation
ati'ono of the future American armies, several
of the American division* first to arrive wore

placed along different parts of the salient, par-
ticularly between Ponta-Mousson and Apre-

moot, as part of their training in becoming

first-class fighting divisions.
Hero it connected with the position,

the real withdraws! position of the salient,

which was a part of that ultimate system of
defense called in some places the Ulndoaburg

line. In Homo the Kriernhitdo Stollung, and BO

on, but which everywhere the Germans regard-
ed ns the line on which they should say to the
Allies. "Thus far and no farther."

The Schroeter zone covered the roads lead-
ing northeast from St. Mihiel by Chaillon and
north from Apremonl by Houdieourt, through
Vignenlles and St. Benolt-en-Woe.vre to Gone,

behind the center of the Michel position. It
w;iH largely no more than a wire lino, well
Hitvd, but only partly Intrenched, and, though
fairly strong by unturo the fact remained that
it was a temporary withdrawal position only;

that a good 22 kilometers intervened between
the St. Benoit crossroads and the main salient
at either Apremont or the Chuuvoncourl

This was th® case with the Ist and 2(Uh

Divisions, of which at least one. the 20lh, had
a battle there of no insignificant proportions

?when one day in April a German shock regi-

ment attacked Roicheproy, curried the village,
held it for a short time and was then rejected
by Che New Englanders.

It wuh quite natural, therefore, when
the American forces in France had at last,

by the latter pari of August. 11lIS, risen to

numbers sufficient to constitute an army, hav
ing at least nine divinions which had partici-
pated in the great offensive battles between

the Marne and the Veule. and corps staffs
which had learned to function in command
of troops in major operations, the St. Mihiel
salient should havs been selected as the place
for the First American Army to demonstrate
its power and fitness as a fighting unit.

In addition to relieving Verdun nnd its
rail communications, the suppression of the
salient would restore 150 square miles of oc-
cupied French territory. Including n city in-
habited before the war by 10,000 people;
would reverse the threat of German attack on
Verdun to a threat of Allied attack on Metz,
and would furnish a haso lino for future
operations both against the Briey iron fields
just north and east of Metz, which were vital
to Germany?s war industries, and against the
double track railroad which, running up from
Alsaco through Metz. Monlmedy. Sedan and
Hcziercs to Valenciennes in Flanders, fur-
nished the means of transportation by which
the German divisions were rapidly shuttled
back and forth as led from one end of
their Western battle front to the other.

bridgehead and that it would be necessary, in

case of a strong attack, if the forces around
tho latter points were to escape capture, for
the holding troops to

#
keep the Schroclor zone

Intact until the retreating columns could clear
ihelr flanks past St. Benoit.

Disposition of Enemy?s Forces
It was to the prevention of this result that

tho American battle plans wore largely di-
rected, and for its accomplishment that the
Germans made some rather hesitating arrange
moots,

Thanks lo some German official reports cap-

tured sometime after the event, it is possible
to know with more accuracy and detail than
usual something of tho disposition and move-
ments of the enemy's forces during the opera-
tions in the salient.

First Army in the Making-
Tho general conception of the operation hav-

log taken form, available American divisions
were gradually drawn into tho front and rear
zones adjacent to the salient, some from the
training areas further hack, some from the
quiet sectors of the front in Alsace and the
Vosges mountains, hut particularly a number
of divisions which had recently gone through
the hard fighting in the Marne salient. In
addition, a considerable number of French
troops already in position were placed under
American command.

Tho staff of the First American Army wan
created and Gen. John .1. Pershing. Com-
mander in Chief of the American Fxpcdllion-
ary Forces, himself took command of that
army for its first operation, as a natural pre-
liminary to assuming command of the group

of armies which were soon to bo organized.
The first work, necessarily, was the con-

stitution of tho Army itself, a complex mech-
anism which had to be built and made to work
properly from tho front line back to tho Serv-
ice of Supply, which now, for tho first time,
were called upon to lake complete cure of their
own Army from thoir own habe ports lo their
own railheads.

After that, for tho coming operation itself,
maps and plans, of which the Army orders
alone, including battle instructions, held
orders, etc., filled a book of 56 pages, were
worked out by tho staff with a detailed care
probably never before bestowed upon the prep-
aration of an American Army for battle,,

It appears that Meut. Oen. Fuchs, command-
ing Army Detachment ?C.? disposed In the
salient from right to left the XXXVth Austro-
Hungarian Division, forming, perhaps with
troops of the VUIlh Landwehr Division, to its
right, the ?' l.?ombrca group"; tho CXCIlnd
Division and tho Vlh Landwehr Division form-
ing the "Mihii-1 group.? and tho Xth Divi-
sion and iho LXXXVIIIh Koaerve Division
forming the "Oorse group.? The XXXlst
Division was in close rosorvo, and the
CXXMIrd, CVIUh and LXXXVIIIIh Divisions
further away, but within reach.

o>i the extreme right flank, lapping over
the front which was actually attacked, the
Vlllth Landwehr Division apparently be-
longed to the Vlh Army, of Gen. von Fran-
cois. while on tho extreme loft, astride the
Moselle, was Hie OCLVth Division, command
of which, for purposes of better co-ordination,
had been repeatedly requested by Fuchs. Iml
which he did not receive until 5:45 o'clock on
the morning of the attack.

Vrobably all of those divisions were very

far below the P.OOO rifles each which the
Allies reckoned ns tho normal strength of Ger-
man divisions, hut it was claimed that the
CXVIlnd and the Xth Divisions were particu-
larly depleted, while the LXXVIIth was re-
garded ns unreliable because of the large pro-
portion of Alsaoe-Lorrainers in its ranks.

Tho exact tons of action of every organ-
isation, the objectives to be attained ut certain
hoar? and minutes all along the line, the
duties to be performed by every one of the
multitudinous units of the Army; infantry,
field, heavy and railway artillery, engineers,
tanks, pursuit, reconnaissance, observation and
bombing aviation, cavalry, gas and flame
troops, ammunition and supply trains and
other motor transport, Signal Corps troops,
water supply, anti-aircraft defense, hospital
units, troops charged with tho evacuation of
prisoners, with traffic control and with liaison
?all these details and many more were min-
utely prescribed and no contingency that could
be foreseen was left unprovided for.

Four Allied Army Corps

The advance of the Ist and 4th Corps were
to attain certain objective lines by given times;
a ?Ist phase* 1 line just short of the Rupt do
Mad was to be reached early on the 12th; a

?Ist day** lino embracing Thiuucourt and the
crests beyond the Rupt do Mad as far ns

Nonsnrd was to be reached by evening of that
day, and a "Ist phase, 2nd day" line, includ-
ing Vigncuclios and St. Benoit, was to be
reached as soon ns possible on the 13th.

After this. If not nirondy upon it. the ad-
vance was to bo carried up to the "Army
Objective," which would he a line of resist-
ance straightened oat in front of the enemy?s
Michel position, but at some distance from
the latter, while the "Line of Exploitation"
would carry the front, and particularly the
outpost zone, as far ahead of the line of re-
sistance ns it could he forced without undue
effort and sacrifice.

September 12 ??II Day*
At length September 12 was definitely fixed

as "D day,*' ana ?II hour" ns 5 o'clock in
the morning, anti there began the gradual con-
centration ol attacking troops along the
front, concealed from the enemy by every pon-
siblo artifice and precaution. The troops
already in Rector, which were, from right to
loft around the salient. the B?Jud, OOlh, 89th
and Ist United States Divisions, and the 30th,
26th and 2nd Dismounted Cavalry Trench Di-
visions, maintained only their normal activ-
ities. Now batteries of artillery coming in
were not allowed to register on the targets
in their zonca of fire; aviation activity was
rot increased, and the masses of arriving

troops and transport marched by night and
concealed themselves by day.

>'evorthcloßß the enemy sot an inkling of
what wan going on. and several days before
(ho actual attack he began preparations for
evacuating tho salient in case of necessity.
But, ?judged by the standard of previous Gor-
'man military 'decision, their measures in this
case seem to have been curiously nerveless
and ? hesitating.

Apparently they were somewhat aw*d by
tho magnitude of tho preparations against
them; at oil events, they neither reinforced
tho salient so strongly as to guard it against
any attack, nor frankly gave it up ami aban-

? doned It, though it should be rioted that at
this time the German moss of reserves was
already pretty thoroughly involved in opposing
the British and French offensives between the
Somme and the Oise.

In the St. Mihiel salient they stopped some
construction work which was'in progress and
began slowly withdrawing some heavy artil-
lery and supplies* But, on tho other hand,
orders were issued to the troops in tho sec-
tor and those within close supporting distance
looking to tho holding of tho positions with

- tho-forces on the ground.
,

** Tho German defenses, after the expenditure
upon thorn of four years of labor, wore natur-

The French 2nd Colonial Corps had from
right to left the Jlllth and SCth Infantry Divi-
sions and the 2nd Cavalry, with no division
in corps reserve. The 30th, Brig. Gen. Poisgin,
was to follow up on its right tho attack of
the Ist United Stales Division; tho 2nd Cav-
alry Division was to follow up on its left,
across the hills of tho Mouse, the attack of
the 2filh United States Division south of Lea
Kparges. The inner flanks of those divisions
and tho 2tith Infantry Division. Brig, Gen.
llelonct, around the point of the salient and
east and north of St. Mihiel, wore to press In?
only strongly enough, by means of limited
frontal attacks nnd raids on important points,
to force the Germans to engage and prevent
them from retiring until the American attack
could break across their line of retreat near
Vignenlles and St. Benoit.

Tiiough it might reasonably bo expected that
the fighting hero would not bo as heavy as on
other parts of tho front, the task assigned to
the 2nd Colonial Corps was one calling for
great tactical skill, as the pressure to be
exerted would have to lie carefully controlled
according to circumstances if the desired re-
sults were to be achieved. The formidable
Mont Sec, which lay in tho sector of the IllUh
Infantry Division, was not to he attacked di-
rectly, but engulfed in the general advance.

which dropped back to a support position
tho roar.

Tho 20lh Division was to make its attack
at 8 a. m., three hours after tho advance
should have begun on tho south face of the
salient, and was to drive southeast across the
liills and up tho creek valley of tho Ruisscau
du Longcsu to a ??lst doy? lino just cost of
the village of Domnmrtin.

Thence it was to swing east with its ex-
treme right flank overrunning Ilattonchatol.
where it would come into contact with tho
left of tho Ist Division. 4th Corps, advancing
from the other side of tho salient, and close
tho enemy?s lino of \u25a0retreat from St. Mihicl
to Gone. From this line it would then swing

northeast dawn tho faces of the hills to the
Army Objective line fronting tho Michel posi-
tion on the plain of the Woovro.

To the left of the 2Gth Division, the French
IHth Colonial Infantry Division, Maj. Gen.
Guerin, swinging on a smaller arc of the same
semicircle, was to attack in front tho enemy s
strong positions on the three detached hills
of Dos Spurges, Comhres and Amaranth© while
the 20th Division was flanking them through
tho creek valley, and after capturing them was
to line up with tho 26th Division on the Army

Objective.' The 4th United States Division.
Maj. Gen. John I>. Hines, of which, at the
Inst moment, a part was put in lino on the
extreme left, was to follow up ns a hinge, per-
forming the same functions on that flank that
the 82nd Division performed on the other.

Great Enveloping Operation
Tho whole grout maneuver war designed to

he, in effect, an enveloping operation; break-
ing through the bases of the salient, closing
to its center and pocketing its garrison. Alto-
gether for the,attack tho First American Army
had. ns indicated above, eight divisions in
lino and throe corps in reserve, counting the
4tl. ns reserve, while, in addition, the 35th
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and 01st Division were in Army reserve and
tho 80th and 83rd Divisions were available if
needed.

The order of battle given differed materially

from that presumed at the time by tho Amer-

ican command, which believed nine divisions
to be in line with one in support, instead of
seven in line with four in support. According
to the estimate of General Fuchs, ho hud in
line one division to each 12 kilometers of
front, which perhaps meant, with disposable
reserves, a total of 75,000 men. V.-ith their
wonderfully organized defense and immense
quantities of artillery and machine guns, such
a force could logically be expected lo make
a very stubborn defense.

On the front to he attacked. General Persh-
ing disposed four Army Corps. The Ist
United States Corps was under Muj. Gen. Hun-
ter Liggett and operated from Clemery. oast
of the Moselle, to Limey; tho 4th United
States Corps, under Maj. Gen. Joseph T. Dick-
man, operated from Limey to Xivrey; the 2nd
Colonial Corps (Trench), under Maj. Gen.
Hlondelnt, later under Maj. Gen. Claudel, oper-
ated from Xivrey to Mouilly, and tho sth
United States Corps, under Maj. Gen. George
If. Cameron, operated from Mouilly to Watron-
ville.

On Salient's Western Face
The sth United States Corps hud in line

from right to left the 2flth United States Di-
vision and the 15th Colonial Infantry
(French), with the -Ith United States Divi-
sion In reserve. The 2(»lh Division, Maj. Gen-
Clarence IC. Kdwards. came into the line east
of Monill\* on the 11th. replacing the French
ilnd Cavalry under Maj. Gen. Honnoque.
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* This meant about 210,000 American and
possibly 46,000 French troops in lino, and
about 190,000 American troops in reserve, or
more than 400,000 American troops for the
battle. General Pershing bad therefore as-
scmbled, in the first American Field Army
which had existed since the Civil Wot, a mass
of American troops considerably more than
throe times as large as had ever before been
assembled in one army, the largest previous
one having been the Army of the Potomac,

under General Grant before Petersburg in
1864-5, which numbered at its maximum about
125,000 men.

To compare it in numbers with other armies
of the past preceding the World War, Napo-
leon's Grnhd Army at Leipzig numbered
100,000 and that of his Austrian, Russian and
Prussian opponents 240,000; the German army
at Sedan numbered 250,000 men; and the
Japanese and Russian armies at Mukden, the
largest up to that time authentically recorded
in the history of the world, each numbered
about 810,000 men.
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The Ist Corps had from right to loft the
82nd. the OOlli, tho sih and the 2nd Divisions,
with tho 73th in teserve. Of these tho 82nd,
under Maj. (Son. William P. ?Burnham, ?was
to hold fust with its right and follow up with
its left, which was astride the Moselle, the
advance of the line further to the west. The
90th, Maj. Gen. Henry T. Allen; the sth, Moj.
Gen. John A. McMahon, and the 2nd, Maj.
Gen. John A. Lejeune, wore to advance in sec-
tors which, swinging on the pivot of the 82nd.
had a direction first northwest and then north,
ending in front of tho German Michel posi-
tion. Tho 2nd Division, which was on tho
marching flank, had Thiaucourt to capture,
and was tho only division of the corps which
would have to cross the Rupt do Mud and pen-
etrate, at its extreme loft end, tho enemy?s
retired salient, or Schroeior zone.
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The 4th Corps had from right to left tho
S9th, 42nd and Ist Divisions, with tho 3rd
Division in reserve. Tho 89th. Maj. Gen.
W. M. Wright, closely co-operating with tho
2nd Division in cleaning up trenches and
woods, was to move in a general northward
direction, crossing tho Rupt dc Mad and the
Schroctor zone just west of Thiaucourt and
driving across the enemy?s St. Mihicl-Oorzc
line of retreat just northeast of St. Bcuoit.

The 42nd, Maj. Gen. Charles T. Mencher,
\
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Although General Fuchs was in direct com-
mand of the Gorman troops in the salient, thd
real antagonist of the American was General
von Gallwitz, the commander of the Army
Group of which Fiich's detachment formed a
part.

Von Gallwitz was an officer high in rank at
the beginning of the war. lie commanded an
Army Group of the German forces during the
intense fighting and constant maneuvering in
Poland in 1915. Later that year and during
part of 1910 he was in command of an army
in Macedonia, and in the full of 1916 the Ilnd
German Army on the Somme was placed under
him. *

In March, 1917, he was pat in command of
tho Vth Army in tho Verdun sector and at a
later dato was given tho Army Group which
ho still had in September, ISIB. On tho scoro
of experience in manipulating musses of troops
on many victorious fields, the German certainly
had rather tho best of it. But the sequel
showed, as it often has done, that in. such mat-
ters experience and prestige are not every-
thing.

(Tho actual operation of wiping out tho St.
Millie! salient and the resits achieved will bo
described in tho next article of this series.)
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