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FI? I DAY, MARCH 7, mo

ALL BUT THE CHANCE
American divisions dil'icrcd from one

another as night from day, differed in
methods, in looks, in'cbaracier, in personal-
ity?just as people do. Hut in noting ilicir
very marked dillercnces in achievement, it
should be borne in mind that they differed
also in opportunity. Perhaps history might
have shown that they differed chiefly in
opportunity.

When the whistle blow on Novemlier 11
it staved not only what would have been a
history-making thrust toward and past
Metz. It also stayed some divisional repu-
tations that were only in the making. Jf
that whistle bad blown three months earlier,
manv of our mosi famous divisions would
have had no talcs to tell at all.- At least
six of those whose records are most bril-
liant- would now be unsung, and of these,
one would have been just a rather amusing
memory.

Consider LI 10 (ith Division, which, after
a mild baptism in Alsace, rode mid trucked
and Inlied nil over the m;ij) of Frame, look-
ing for a light, just spoiling for a light, till
they got- to calling it, the Sight-Seeing
Sixth. It. raced from (,'lcrmont to the
fringe of Sedan only to find that less rather
tliiin more American troops were the need
of the hour there. Then, ns rumor had it
that there was going to he a good chance
for a scrap down Verdun way, the (ilh
turned and hustled oyer into Jjorrane, only
to arrive hrealhiess as the armi.-licn was

signed.""The 1 1! fnlitf v of the division/? say tne
records at ti.11.Q.. ?made lout; marches on
congested roads. piiHint; I> v li.'ind tlicir mii-
cliiiu; gnu earls and carrying on their backs,
or doing wiiliihit, supplies for which trans-
portation should normally Ik; available. Al-
together, the performance of I lit! (>lh Divi-
sion during the first Jt days of November,
ID IS, stands out as one of the finest cx-
mrii>l(;h of the ioriilnde and soldierly spirit
displaced by ihe American soldier during
this war. it is not unjust I<> say lliat the
duties of the dth Division during this period
required more discipline and soldierly de-
lerminal ion than many engagements with
the cnemv.?

The diii had an engagement with the
cnemv, hut the enemy didn i. keep it. I lie
armistice mussed np a lot. ol promising
young careers. And so, when the Medals
of I inner are given out ami the Distin-
guished Service drosses pinned on, when
some honor dhision marched in glory up a
thronged Fifth Avenue, remember there,
were other divisions that bad everytiling in
the world a division ought to have except a
chance.

NOW!
?\u25a0'He cheeked bis brains at Hoboken on

the wav over,? is an A.K.F. commonplace,
ilul right now ihere are thousands ol men
in the A.K.F. who are wondering wind, kind
of a load of menial luggage they will be
carrving when thev gel hack home ready to

step into the old job or find a new and
belter one.'

If the Armv school system does nothing
mdri' than job into tin1 A.K.F. s imagina-
tion -the idea licit, the fiitim! will not, take
care of itself, ilio Ai'iny s-chnnis will In;
worth while. If it i-an .-end homo an Army
of imm will) dolin'.io pnrpo-es. rather than
an Armv whoso collective mind has decided
?to loaf four or live months and see what
turns up," the seiiool training in l.,'ninoe
may ho more important as a I'mare naiiona!
asset, than aetna! military Knowledge.

The point is that every man in the A.E.F.
ought to hold a eoni'eivnee with himsell
and sign his own peace terms ?decide what
lie is going to do when he discards the
uniform, then spend the rest ol the lime
in France in preparing to do it well.

TUE CURE
Word seeps up from the base ports that

returning memtiers of (he A.E.F. are not
being troubled extensively with seasickness, i
There are sporadic instances of the disease,
according to the gobs (who ought to know),
but. rarelv docs the ailment attain epidemic
proportions.

This is encouraging. Memory brings
back to?Us vividly the picture of several
entire squads who vowed unanimously as
soon as their feet hit dry laud some months
back that they would never, never return
unless it could be done by rail. Forthwith
an inspection of the map showed that by

~~ journeying due east or thereabouts a per-
son could-do the whole trip hy land with
the .exception of a stretch of water up near

- Alaska that looked about half as wide as
the Erie Canal. The only dillicnlty was?
and is?that Russia is in the way.

* A.recent straw vote of those same squads,
however, showed that the home-hy-rail
propaganda was being utterly discredited.

?You see,? explained an amateur psychol-
ogist, who happened to -be the man who had

\u25a0 most to say against the ocean on the way
over, ?the" degree of seasickness depends
wholly on where you are going to get off
the boat.?

\u25a0 We trust so.

NO MAN?S LAND
Like the blue waters of Capri, the green'

reaches of the. Nile, the white, foaming
masses of Niagara, the Rhine is essentially
a world wonderland. The peculiar sough-
ing of its rushing waters, like the sound of
a breeze through the balsams, is attuned to
the music of the spheres, nor can it be
ringed about by arrogant Prussian ver-
botcus. Its tumbling, moss-grown castles

rear their gray locks for the eyes of all the
universe, nor can their sites, in any scenic
.-case, be corraled, within the metes and
bounds of more' human property values.

The Yank whose privilege it is to be
stationed amid -this craggy fairyland of
baronial ruins and lively waters recks not
oX its position on a map of iuternat.ional
colors. Vaguely lie discerns a kinship be-
tween the great nature lesson it teaches and
himself. 'lnnately he feels it belongs to
him. There is a transcendent ownership
there which strides high over national bar-
riers.

He visits, sees and absorbs. He will not
forget. Not the men of the Peace Confer-
ence, with their job of carving the map of
Europe; not the 11.T.0. officers, wilii their
little rule about 75 pounds of baggage for
every man; not even the physical limita-
tions,of a barracks bag can prevent each
soldier- of the Army of Occupation from
taking the Rhineland home with him.

LIARS
'They are getting away with a queer line

of sluif in the .States tiiese days. Here is
a sample, an excerpt from a Brooklyn news-
paper :

The 149 "lighting civilians.? ull wearing khaki
and attached to the 4Tth Regiment. United States
Kngjneers, who returned Wednesday aboard the
United Status hospital ship Temloros. -were mus-
tered out yesterday in the Hudson 'terminal
building. These men wear the gold service stripes
on their sleeves, and braved shell fire, gas and
machine gun nests the same as their more inim
tiu-v brothers. .Many went overseas never to re-
turn. UanilM-ai, where scores of the "fighting
civilians" fought the Germans with picks and
shovels, host Illustrates their part In the war.

At the front the minimum pay of the fighting
civilians" is 57 a day. c<uial to tins pay of a Major.
The detachment that was mustered out built
about r.OO river barges, which were used for the
li-ansiKirlation of troops across streams and mov-
ing ammunition along the waterways to t ie front,
barges were hulll in record time. 1 hirty-six

bonis from the time the first spike was driven,
a hnrgo would ho launched. Flic nivn hu.lt
l.rlilKOH over night, and If the £Semuin bombing
plant:'! laid them In rulnfe. they -would h«r rebuilt
the next night. . , .

The nwii, nil nrtlsan.s. were exempted from
military dulv owing to dependents hut their
pal rioLlsrn would not allow them to stay at homo,
and thev voluntoorod for Che nltilled labor hat-
?aliens and worked with the Hnglneers.

They suited for heme from Bordeaux. I-ighl-
in it civilians? could he found anywhere from lioi-
deaux to No Man's I.and, they said. -'1 le v expo-

dltod tho transportation of inon and supplies and
U« a pt open llu> route hy repairing\u25a0 broki-n bridges,
laving in>nioon bridges, rebuilding sholl-loi n
roads and salvaging sunken barges. I bey also
boil! in six months tie se men
Imill one mile mid a half of American docks at
ba-iseiis. opposite Bordeaux, for the landing of
merchant ships. The reluming men said the
I?niled St.-n-s Government, holds a y.i-yrai- lease
o?n llu: property. It is known to the limitary as
ili-adouarl.-is. base Section No. 2.

Now. Ih.en. 'l?he 110 "'fighting civilians?
were the cmplovees of a contracting com-
panv who. a lew days after the l.'niled
Stales declared war in I!H7, were sent to
Frame to get French ports' ready for an
influx of American troops am! supplies.
Thev wen; snpplemenled a few weeks alter
their arrival, and eventually; superseded by,
American Engineers hurried from the
United States. Tliey worked at Bordeaux,
jot) kilometers from the front as the bomb-
ing ])lanes would (hut never did) fly.
Thev never .saw a machine gun nest; they
never moved ammunition near the from;
thev never laid a pontoon bridge; they
never repaired a shell-torn road; they never
got. to Camhrai. It was a regiment of_ Hail-
wav Kngineers that fought there. It is not
mi'record that they built any bridges at all.
Thev did build docks and they did build
barges.

Considering that they were hired in an
emergency; that, they got to Franee and
began work sooner than militarized Engi-

neers could he got hero; that they saved
several golden wt>cks in laying some of the
foundations of the American organization
which subsequently decided this war, even
the soldiers who in the last year and a half
worked with them never criticized the £1 a
dav thev received. Abeit, the soldiers may
have been a little envious of (be ?Si? a day.
since recently, when they launched a barge

1 which tliey ifienvselves had constructed, they
christened -it the (hie Dollar Ten. The
civilians were capable. But tliey did not
have a monopoly on ability. They may
have bad the material to make good fight-
ers. lint no one knows. It is bard to tell
000 kilometers from the front.

However, the quotation on i-hc ?fighting
civilians? 7 is just, a sample of a prevalent
evil in the United States today. Hogus
stories of hogns heroes, grotesque and ah-
snrd. arc scoping hack to France from the
Slates in numbers indicating that they may
tie enumerated not hy the dozens, but by
the thousands.

A Western Artillery regiment got. over
here during the summer, spent, a few
months in training and got up to the front
two davs after the armistice. It returned
home a few weeks ago. Did its home town
paper print, anything to indicate that the
onlv thing this regiment brought hack was
regrets? Ah, no. It was a ?'tattered, battle-
scarred regiment, returning after the hor-
rors of six months on the Western Front.77

[ The list, of the wounded printed is sus-
pected of containing the names of several
members merely detained hy the Medical
Corps.

A magazine of national circulation re-
ceiulv began a series of stones chronicling
adventures in the Air Service in France.
It quit them in the middle of the series
when it was discovered that the stories were
faked.

The reason for most of iho regulations
and laws recently adopted and debated in
the United States regarding the wearing of
insignia and service stripes was the abuse
of these marks of designation. Discharged
soldiers and soldiers not discharged were
elVceiing a weird line of personal embellish-
ment faster than the War Department,could
keep track of them. These fakers are of
the same class as iho man who goes home
and lies about what he did over here, or
who allows himself to be lied about.

There is no law against common lying in
the United States, whether-it is done by a
patch of cloth on the shoulder or by giving
an interview to the editor of a newspaper?
unless the lying is done to the damage of
somebody else. But if Congress, or the
Shite Legislatures, or the county super-
visors, or whoever else has the power, were
to pass a law making it an offense for any-
body to make false statements about what
he did to win this war, verbal or otherwise,
they would be doing a favor to about
5,000,000 Americans, most of whom, with
tales of their own to tell, are sitting around
France just now; and who, while not
anxious for mushy eulogizing of themselves,
hale to sec somebody else fraudulently get
away with it.
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The Army?s Poets
PEELIN? FINE

(in memory of Pvt. Howard Shankle, Com-
pany I), jentlf Infantry, who died in hospital
from wounds received in action.)

"Feelln' line!" were the words, I know.
That gave him .strength to fight as though
He liked it for the fighting's sake;
To hike without a curse; to make
Homesick hours unknowri; to live
A day without a fear: to give
His Idanket for a buddy's need
Rather than his own to heed.

or this I'm sure, because that day
With life a burden In his way.
With body burned Inside and out, \u25a0
A withered mummy, and, no doubt
Bui that his laughing eyes had ceased
Fore'er to shine, his words released
Their old-time ring of joyful cheer
When "Feelln' lino,'' I bent to hear.

They speak of- heroes In this war, "

.

Whose courage, vim' and valor bore
Us on lo victory's happy day,
Hut there's a word I'd like to say:
"They never had a thing on him!
He won tiie fight of ensilin' in
liv writiif Satan just a line
And simply sayln', 'Foolin' tine!'"

N. G. Petkus,
Sgt., San. Tr.. ICCIh Inf.

THE CASUAL
(Ovcihcnril in n Casual Camp in France.)
All Iteeps wisliln' ov'y day
Dai day'd nevah .sent me ?way

in du only comp'ny Ah I:in call mah own;
It .seems (!e lime .
Sence Ah lei" da ol" mess line
stahted 'round di» country all alone.

fun

fob months Ah?vc been away
Lak a dog dat's gone astray,

"Copt, dal Ah eain?t somehow seem to fin? de chow;
Ah?ve missed so many meals
Dat Ah don't know it. feels

To git dem "lliree-a-day" widont a row.

Won do I'octnhs tnlinod me loose
Pcy fnhKOl. about de sous.

TJio 1 dev shijjy must? a-knowod dal Ah wus broke
An? paydays pass me by.
No mat tali how Ah try.

Cal n?t Bit mabself enough to buy a smoke.

Dese boxcars mail? me tl?cd,
Thrmißli de day we ride and ride.

Pen at nl(;ht we .slope at. somewhenh In dc da?k;
Pen we nils some mo? direct ions.
?Cause we nevah makes conneetions.

An? it means jus? one mo? nißbl in Nature?s pa?k.

To a caxhul camp do?y Kit you.
Wheat) don? nothin? seem to fit you.

An? yn? don? lit into nutliin?. .it nppeali ;
Pen It?s "Whin?s yo outfit, .luek?.?
Co?pral. Karje, or buck in hack?

Show vii? o, der.s--B'J Co bunkliouse in de reali."

Win All any. "floln - send me out ??

Sarjcnt say, ?Don't know?do mmißht."
H's wnliae <l:in w?eu Ah'a" laid up wid de fill

\u25a0\u25a0(ill out heah" an' "K. P-. boy.?
'Dry Truia' think dat it's a joy

Vii live ills, cazhul life widout a BOU.

He rain In dls heah- nation
Kindn spoils <le reputation

Llv a Inn' dafs sunny, so de books relates;
lint All'll novnh say no mo?
i;f day?ll slilp me to de slio?

I?V il:it lan? r.v plenty cats, de gopl ol? Stales.
Cpl. ilAiinis.

Regional Replacement Depot.
Revigny, Mouse.

THE HOMECOMING
From gw Kiiutleliinf? inuil of Plunders,
From die Chateau-Tliiorry wheat,
l-'riiiu the shattered Malles of Ypres.
From where Searpe and Escaut meet.
From the shell-strewn slopes of Verdun
<'nines Hie tramp of marchliiK feet.

Fur the boys arc coming homo.

Vc wh.o sat In the twilight when the light of your
homes was gone.

Who wearily watched and waited till the day
when the war was done,

What will ye think on the day when they all
conic hack, who can.

And tlie boy you sent with a mother?s tears, re-
iumis, Iml returns a. man.

lirownvil by the suns of foreign dimes, with the
lines of fate in his fiicc.

Tin; lines of men who hnve fought with men In
innny a fearful iiiaee.

Men who have looked old death in the face and
laughed as he passed them by,

Uni, "Where is the boy I gave to you?? 1 can
hear the mothers cry.

(111. min her. thy son has come back to thee,
icinpnroil and tried like steel.

In flul naming lire of the hell of war whore the
charging legions reed.

Wliere the rocket gleams on the bayonet (where
it is not dyed with red).

And tlie fitful glare of. the Vercy flare lights up
j> Ihe face of the dead.

Ho lias seen men die with a smile on their lips
that the nations might lie free.

He lias charged the foe wii.li his blood on lire and
has seen the focman lice.

And mother, the boy who thus passed through
licit can bn no longer a boy.

For tbc ore of Man in that furnace tried is metal
without alloy.

And to those whoso sons have tarried awhile,
asleep in their Mother Earth,

Whose bravo, young souls have barred the foe
from the land that gave them birth,

I sav to them. "Weep,? for weep they must, hut
hold up their heads, as they can.

For Hie hoy they gave at the nation's call has
gone to his rest, a man.

From the squelching mud of Flanders,
From the Chaleim-Tlticrry wheat.
From the shattered Halles of Yprcs,
From wliere the Scarpe and Escaut meet,
From the shell-strewn slopes' of Verdun,
Comes Hie tramp of marching feet.

For the men are coming home.
,T.\Mils Beveridge,

Sergeant, M.C.

TO A BIG, BIG STORE
, t-O-O-i l-O-O-Ohhli Shame ! ! ! !

Mv Fair One conics to you with silver shekels ?

I-Vur, or Five, or Seven Bones (1 don?t know
which)

And you promise her, with many firm assurances.
That you will send to me the food I crave?
Handy, or cake, or sweet confections,
This was in September.

The hulv was trusting; and I was patient;
I?mil ?in January?after four months? waiting,
The stuff arrived.
Oh I 101 l 1 : ! 1

Tlie candy, the cakes, the sweet confections
All are bull.
And what 1 got I'll tell you here?

Two cans of soil]) (of the famous 57),
Oiu' can of beans, worth about 15 sous,
A box of sardines, and some Ooldon Gate

pilchards.
Snv ! Would a gift like thal satisfy you?

Paul S. Wooiicock,
Pvt. 1-1 tli Photo Section.

LAY TO A LOST LOVE
Aye. sing your songs to Madeline,

.Maieclle. Germaine, gazette,
Iloiieiise, or Rose-Marie divine.

I.ouisc. Justine, Odette,
Their fairy frills and flossy fluff
Por birds like you are good enough,
Rut got tltis amatory stuff?

They can?t touch rny Buvette.

No matter where my billet be
Site?s waiting for her pot.

I slick to her, she sticks to me;
Toujours ildelo, you hot.

I gaze into her liquid eyes
(Some liquid, kid. I put you wise!.
If I?m malade, she?ll sympathize,

Por that?s her style?Buvette !

From twelve till one we?re dated up
While mess call I forget.

Brimfull of joy she fills my cup?
I?m always in her debt.

And then at eve wo make a mock
Of care : we bait the Boclte in bod;
Till M.P.?s come at nine o?clock

And tear me from Buvette.

But I fear she'll bo 5.0.L.,
Our love must vlte arrote.

The Dries have gone and started hell ?

Across the deep blue wet,
So, Buvy, I must say adieu,
I?m (tolng back to whore, I rue,
There*won?t bo any more like you?

Buvcttc, my lost Buvottc,
Tip Bliss.
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M. D. R.
To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:?

For the information and guidance of all con-
cerned, the following Matrimonial -Drill Regula-
tions for Military "Weddings are forwarded:

1. The inarch of the bridal party up the aisle
of the church will be at attention. A cadence of
SO stops to the minute will be maintained for
the length of the march.

i. Unless otherwise announced, the guide is
light as the party proceeds toward the altar.

;!. The guests will execute eyes right or eyes
left, as the ease may be, as the bride, bridegroom
and their respective staffs inarch toward their
objective.

\u25a0I. The fattier of the bride, after having given
her in marriage, will right oblique and continue
to inarch until ho lias deployed himself from the
bridal party proper.

u. The bridal party, as it aligns itself in front
of the altar, will dress on the best man.

6. Ring bearers, flower girls, pages, etc., will
act ns tile closers.

7. During the ceremony the guests will remain
at parade rest.

ii. When the party has arranged itself in com-
pany front formation, the olliciating clergyman
will take his place two paces in front and will
read the articles of matrimony.

9. - lmmediatcly?'after the ceremony the com-
mand at ..ease will bo given. (Note: Bride and
bridegroom arc not expected to be at ease, how-
ever.)

10. The bridal party will execute tin about face
after the ceremony and will then countermarch.

11. On gaining the vestibule of the church,
the manual of arms will be executed by the bride
and groom as they receive the congratulatory
handshakes of the reviewing party.

3?. The waiting party and guests will fall out
as soon as they leave the church.

Barnard J. Richard,
Co. C., 21st M.G. Bn.

CHINA IN GERMANY
To tbc Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES
I notice In your Stark and Stripes a letter from

a boastful mess sergeant about using chinawaro
instead of mess kits. Where dues he get off at?

Why, we?ve broke more dishes hero in Ehren-
broitstein already than they?ve got in their whole
company.

And table waiters? Why, we had them things
hcCore he knew there was an Army. And if it
were not for the Saturday inspections I would
have forgotten I ever had a mess kit.

1 pity the K.P.'s the day that certain mess
sergeant roads tills

Herman Fuankel,
Pvt., Troop K. 3rd Cnv.

NO SUCH G.O.
To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES

Information is requested regarding Tank Corps
men wearing tho embroidered tank on the left
breast, similar to the spread wings of tho aviators.
If there is such an order, please give the G.O.

"A Little Tanic."_
[No such G.O. has been issued. ?Editoh.]'

FOR DOUGHBOYS ONLY
To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES

I have noticed a tendency lately, not only in
your excellent paper, hut in others, to call all
American soldiers Doughboys. This name has
become historical as the unofficial designation of
that wonderful branch of our Army around which
the Army is built, the United States Infantry. ?

The ?Queen of Battles? Is entitled to her full
credit and it is manifestly unfair to her to have
her fair name applied indiscriminately to all those
who wear the same uniform as her gallant sons.
Admitted that in our friendly arguments in tho
past we of the" other branches of the service
have used the term Doughboy as an appellation
of brotherly opprobrium, but we have never boon
lacking in respect or in support of our comrades
of tho foot service.

Now, I, a Regular of another branch, a follower
of tradition, burdened with a "Prussianized West

HEADLINES OF AYEAR AGO
From THIS STARS AND STRIPES of

March 8, 1»1S.

ARMY HAS STOOD TEST, SAYS
G.11.R. STATEMENT?Olilclnl Account
Commends Gallantry nnd Spirit of Troops
in Repelling Throe German Raids -on
American Sectors?Successes Prove Fit-
ness for Digger .lobs?Doelae in One At-
tempt Attacked in Six Groups?French
General. Order Prnlses ?Superb Courage
nnd Coolness? of Our Men,

'T.ATEiIS AND SI'CHLIKE TO DE
GROWN UY A.E.F.?New Service Estab-
lished by General Order Iteixulyen.,Gar-*
dens for Every Division?Calls' for I)e =_

tails Will Soon Go Ont.

YES, THE KAISER?S SURE WE?RE ON
THE WESTERN FRONT NOW?Ameri-
cans Along Ijorrnlnc Line Break Up Rig
Ilocho Raid?Hun Barrage StifYest Yet?
Yankees Win High I?raise for Conduct
and More Medals May He Handed Out.

AMERICAN HEAVIES BLAST OUT
ROCHES?Rig Guns Arc Among Those.
I?resent ns French I?ave Way for Ad-
vance?First Shots Set Record?Largest
Weapon Ever Used Against Any Lund
Enemy Fittingly Clirlatencd.

M.l*. IS REASSIGNED HIS HOME
TOWN JOB?American Truflie Cops Just
ns Good Here ns They Were Back Home.

Point mind,? respectfully request that you start
a crusade in your own columns and among the
oilier papers to call each man by his own name
so far as it is printable.. There are three good
reasons for this request:

1. The American Infantryman, and no other
man, is a Doughboy.

2. History made by our Infantry is theirs, and
the credit for it should be given to them and not
to all wearers of the same uniform.

\u25a03. We of the other branches are not. Dough-
boys, wc don?t want to bo called Doughboys, and
we don?t want to have any honors thrust upon
us that belong to others.

\u25a0 Cav.vmit,
Camouflaged as Artillery

THEIR CITATION
To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:?

Having seen in the newspapers' many names of
i'erocs who have stood out in the war like Pom-
poy?s Statue in Alexandria, the thought has come
to me that the American girl working with as
much valor and courage ns a soldier in the line,
wherever she may be, should not be the unsung
hero by any means. In our hearts we all thank
her for her kindly work, but in many cases, 1
dare say, she docs not realize what her presence
moans to the boys and how wo appreciate her
services.

I am prompted to write this letter to you in
tho hope that it may, he published and every
A.meriean girl in 'Prance may know how the en-
listed man feels toward her-; that she is an in-
tegral part of us and without her our stay in
Prance would be dreary and almost unbearable.
This expression comes from one soldier, but I
am sure that it is tho feeling of everyone.
Wherever I have been I have observed that tho
girls in every organization always seemed afraid
that they had not done enough for the hoys; that
they invariably wore a smile that meant lots to
every boy.

A striking example of this kind of service is
found at -the Motor Transport Reconstruction
Park at Vernouil (Nicvr'e), where there, are two
American girls. These girls work longer hours
than any of the men I know. Durihg December,
when our camp was a sea of mud, those girls

\u25a0wore boots as the hoys did, and have stood all
the conditions here as the soldiers. This ease
can be duplicated throughout Frantic. When the

comes .over and serves tls in the
hope of keeping our spirits high, then I think
she should know how wo appreciate her. I do
not. know tho names of the' girls at Vernouil, nor
do they know me. They have just served me as
they have every other fellow here, and T wish
to thank them ns well ns all the other girls for
their unhailed services, knowing that when we
return to America we can express our \u25a0 gratitude
to the people who sent- them ?tho American
people. One or the Boys.

A

THE R.T.O. SPEAKS
To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:?

"My baggage,? gesticulates an overexcited
Captain, as he enters the cilice of the R.T.O. .

The R.T.0., ?a Second Lieutenant, Jumps up,
grabs an interpreter, and does all In his power
to help the straggler get next to his trunk locker.

Having been separated from all his clothing and
trinkets and all his other personal property. for
some few weeks?and no one knows what such
isolation means until he has been the victim of
it?the superior officer just babbles over, with
Joy at the prospect of connecting up 'with his
belongings once more. And, being somewhat of
a politician?co n?est pas sa qul manque dans
notre Armdp?his appreciation is summed up
tersely: "I?ll vote for you. What are you run-
ning for, sheriff?? Unfortunately the R.T.O.?s
cramped quarters do. not permit of his writing
out a pretty strong and punchy recommendation
for promotion for Himself, to present to the Cap-
tain for a signature, and ho is compelled to bo
contented to let his aid be counted as mere hu-
manitarianlsm.

But?his efforts to find the trunk wore futile.
The rather consoling-promise of "possibility of It
arriving on the next train? was the only bit . of
soothing syrup that seemed to satisfy the pilgrim.
A wire was sent out to all break-bulk points, in-
quiries were made at various baggage bureaus,

but all without avail. Regularly, three times
daily, ' the Captain could be seen malting the
rounds of the station and examining all the bag-

. gage in sight, with only the slightest hope as
an inspiration.

After about four days of diligent search and
careful scrutiny, the trunk was unearthed, having
been spied under a formidable heap of colis of
cheese and apples and chickens and dour and
all those other various items that till up the quais
of the French railway stations. And the Captain
went away rejoicing. It had been a hard war,
but tlie' victory was worth the price.

A great deal of protocol is found in the Trans-
portation Department. Hank rules, with respect
to reservations: and, since it?s pretty herd to de-
termine seniority among Y.M.C.A., K. of C., Army-
Field Clerks, civilian employees, soldiers and the
myriads of other denominations, some quite
haughty and zealous harangues are staged in the
American corners o?t French gares. Hut, since
rules and regulations change so frequently, the
almost certain outcome is uncertainty. Thus,
fortunately/ an armistice is ordinarily declared,
and the combatants act about as fighting roosters.
Something intervenes and the' fued is forgotten.

TAKEN UP

One op Us.

To the Editor of THE STARS AND STRIPES:?
I seen in your issue of February 21 the chal-

lenge of Harold A. Maccalluin for a sliding and
reading compcrtition, and while far be it from
me to uiigize myself (guess that word would sort
of get him) I?m not the sort as hides a bushel
under the' light as moat of the com-
pany Unowes my qualcrtics and gets me to help
them out whenever they has serus letters to
write and wants to.emporscutlously use big words.

It don?t matter to me where and when wo meet,
and his rules Is satisfactory to me ns promol-
gated?but if it?s all the same to everybody, I?d
like to make it Siyi Francisco sometime early next
month. As to not less than one 1000 words or
more than.ten 1000, all I can say is my spelling
is just the same regardless of quantity.

\u25a0Wlille I aint so good maybe at reading, I?d just
as leaf lake him on for a bit of that, and would
name ?Ivenhoe? or ?Dlnkio. llcrriwoll to, tlie
Death" as suitable llterchur?and since his nam?a
MacCalhim ?wa might gae on wit? a bit o? Bobby
Burns." .

Theodore J. Riley,
D.L.R., A.P.O. 703,

Care Adjutant, L.R.C.S.

P.S. My spelling is more on the fonetlc stylo,
butj[ can use cither.

P.S.S. Could also enter a pie or doughnut
eating contest, or could take on any? man of the
A.E.F. for a 1 mile dash. My record for the mile
was established last October when the company
\u25a0arrived in the Argonnc, and was executed under?-
that is, started under? severeehdl flr«. . . _
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