.-\I

-

-

-, .

" THE STARS AND STRIPES, -FRIDAY,” MARCH 7, 1919.

© Skilled Men of 26th Engineers

~ One

Turned Out Needed Charts at
Rate of 1,800 an Hour

War-map printing may Sound like =a
prosaic profession’ but. when done at- the
front, with or{]y the proteetion _o[ camou-
flage or ~friendly woods from the enemy
guns, it becomes o different matter.

This is what oflicers and men of the 29th
Iingineers did in setting a precedent in
molee lithographing trains.
operating Llwo. such trains, ono with the
JFirst and one with the IFifth Corps through
the St. Mihiel and Meuse-Argonne offen-

_sives, turning out maps by the thousands,

was one of the impossible things accom-
plished by Americans in the war.

When the American map makers said
they would put big rotary presses on trucks

and print maps while the battle raged only-

a short distance away, British and French
lithographers said it couldn’t be done for
it had not been .done. Only stationary
printing planis. could be uSed for map-
printing, they said. DBut it was done and
“when one considers that more than 1,000,000
maps were printed in this manner in the
A'rgqnne, the success of the undertaking is
apparent. :

The mobile map-printing trains sent out

from. L.angres, home of the base printing
plant and manned by experts, were com-
posed of four enclosed trucks, wl_l_gch car-
ricd a young lithographing establishment.
truclk carried the hig . rotary press
. which printed maps 22 by 35 inches at the
.rate of 1,800 an hour f(rom the power of
~the truck’s engine with the use of only a
gallon and a half. of gasoline.

In the sccond truck was a three KW.
power generating set, arelamps and vacuum
printing plate. The third truck was a proc-
ess truck from which the plate was sent to
the fourth truck which carried the trans-
ferring and preparing apparatus and com-
pleted the plate for the press. 1n order to
print: these maps a4 temperature of 68 de-
grees had to be maintained to keep the oily
ink from-congealing.. This diflicuity of tem-
perature was overcome by an -ingenious
heat-shaft from the radiator of the- truck
to the enclosgd room. o

Map Work.at Chatean-Thierry

© With this equipment just plain white
paper wias turned into the finest of battle
maps in colors at & rate not equaled by map
printers of any other Army. An iostance of
the quickness of the work is.shown by the
accomplishments of one of the mobile units
at Vaux, infthe Chatexu-Thicerry sector.. The
. Americans had come into the territory and
did not have suflicient maps for their Artil-
lery work or for their Intantry. At 8:30
pan. the American IEngineers were given. a
French map of the region and at 2:30 the
next morning had 1,200 maps, in two colors;y
printed and ready for distribution to the
{ighting units.

In the printing the Engineers detected
and corrcceted an error in the ¥French map.
This litule piece of work was done three
times as quickiy as other Armies had becn
able to tuin out maps and it gave the
Americans the. only correet maps in the
seetor at the time.

.In addition to the two trains, cach Ameri-
can Army had a stationary map-printing
plant at its f{ield headquiriers. With these
facilities the Americans were well sup-
plied wilth maps at all times, so well sup-
plied in fact that it enabled divisions to
issue daily operation maps which showed
the result of each day’s fighting. -

The base printing. plant at lLangres, &
$1,000,000 cstablishment, with its moulding
r¢oms, photographic Ilaboratories, etching
plant, power plant, presses and all the ma-
chinery used in high-class lithographing,
should not be ignored when speaking of the
map work for the American Army. Trom
Aay, 1918, to February, 1918, in the litho:
graphing department $,633,290 impressions
scere printed and in the type printing de-
partment, where all general orders, bul-
letins and such like Wwere printed, 4,466,002
impressions were made. .

Useful for Artillerymen

One of the interesting bits of work done
at the base plant is the making of a map
from a moulded form _by the wuse of
photography, which shows varying levels
without the use.of contours. ‘This process
produced 4 map on whichy anyone could
read and understand where the high and
Iow parts of the ground were.
ured in connection with a contoured map,

© gave great facility to-artillerymen in select~
ing positions and solving visibility prob-
lems. .

Map making and printing is one of the
fine arts in any Army and [t takes skilled
men to do the work. Eighty per cent of
the oflicers of the 29th Engincers were from
the Geological Survey in the United -States,
and a majority of the men were bpicked
printers and lithographers. The base print-
ing plant was operated practically —and
built—by the Jlirst batialion of--the Z29th.
The plant was operated 24 hours a day dur-
ing the war, the- men warking 12 hour
shifts,

BETTY WINS PRIZE
~'IN A.EF. BABY SHOW
Her. Pho‘;;g_r—zm—h—I:eads Big

Field in Ft. St. Menge
Kid Contest

A baby show js the latest departure in
the .way of .entertainment in the AE.F.
The idea originated at Ft. St” lMenge and
was & huge success.

The entries were represented by proxy by

their phgtox_;ruphs, and, backing them to
the limit, Instead of. proud, alxious
mothers, were boastful fathers, brothers,

‘uncles and cousins galore.

In the Stutes there is a curly-haired little
girl of three summers who doesn't know
yet that she has the distingction of having
won the first prize, a gold medal, in the
first American baby - show_-cver held in
France. She is\the 'niece of Private O.
Friday, and she beat all entries in the ¥t.
St. Menge Baby Show. . Her name is Betty.

The show was proposed by Miss Blanton
and Mids Paxton, Y.M.C.A. workers at
_F't. St. Menge. Every man in the 601s"En-
gineers and the candidates® school was in-
vited to prove that his baby or his brother,
sister, nicce or nephew was the prettiest
baby on earth by .entering a photograph
of the kid whose beauty he proclaimed.

.. Oflicers and men alike entered-pietures:

The photographs were arranged in classes
according to age. and sex. Class A way
for boys under one vear; Class B for girls
under-one.year; Class C, boys between one
and five years; Class. D, girls between one
.and flve years:; Class E, boys between five
and ten; Class I, girls between flve and ton.

—All the men at I't. St. Menge voted thelr’

cholce after the plctures “had becn on -ex-

hibltion for a weelk. 'Interest was intensec.

There was much clectionecering. Every man

voted. - And little Betty won.

. Her proud uncle is sending her

medal awarded her.
\

'WAR MAP PRINTING. |
" PERFEETED BY A.EF.

‘Rotary Pl_'_esses' on Trucks
. Showed Advancing Units.

Their feat in

This map, -

WELL, BEIN’

. HENRY’S:PAL TO HENRY
A COMP'NY CLERK AIN'T
WHAT THEY CLAIM. -

AS SOFT AS

= =
Le Mans, France, Feb, 13, 1919.

<“Decar pal Henry. Well Henry don’t drop
dead when you sec the date-on this_letter
and the plaso I guess maybe you think that
censor did send me to the Rrig or something
bekause I ain't wrote to you sinse I sent
you that post card But I ain’t Henry. I
am on my way home. Can you beat that.

Well here is how it happened Ilenry.
They ot to looking over my servise .rekord
and diskovered that my time as a soldier
wa§ up on the 27th of Jan. I never thought
of it myself Henry until then and now I am
wondering what Is going to become of you
bekause we cnlisted both at onse. I guess
you remember ihat nite of Jan. 27th_don't
vou Flenry., We was surc intoxikated
wasn’t we. Of course I am hardly what you
could call & soldier any more. I am only
a piese of salvage out of what was onse a
real army and am just-attached  to this
army for rations and for loots to ball out.

Well Henry I been here 2 wks nearly and
I am a co. klerk and acting corporal. I
ruess that is 2 lot morethan I ever thought
I would get after getting into that mess up
in’ Germany. But when they found out I
wasn't no soldier any more they shipped me
down here on one of them Frensh trains
where you have to have about 57 gallous of
vin blanc in you to keep from going nuts.
Between here and Germany the trains 1
rode on stopped 1962 times and 1 changed
cars 14 thies and rode on 9_difterent -traing
and got kicked out of a 1st class car 8
times and out of a 2nd class one § times.
and besides that Henry I had to show my
orderes to 21 AM.P.s and I guess that is go-
ing some bekause I_kept track of all them
things just to pass the time.

But the worst part is Henry I am still a
sasual if T am a co. klerk and a acting
corp, but I guess you know what it is to
be one of them kind of things. A casual is
a guy who ain't got ‘no country and no
moncey and no friends and no nothing. And
Desides that Ilenry my new top is twice
worse than my old one. My old top was
a American all though he was a bad umbric
and all that but this one is still wild yet
and was only captured in the jungles of
Siberin just when the war was started.

Well I got into this c¢o. of casuals dnd
rite away Loot Smithkins I think his name
is started looking for a co, klerk. IIe asked
me il I had ever done any-paper work and
1 #aid I had been on enough sik reports and
fatigue details to be able to make them out.
S0 he -give me the job and then he found
out that a co. klerk is supposed to be a.non
com of some kind so to make it all rite he
made me a acting corp. Of course I don’t
get towear no stripes nor nothing but what
is the difterense anyway Henry bekause
pretty soon the congress back in the U.S.
will fix it s0 no body will wear any kind of
stripes 0 as not to hurt somebody’s feel-
ings. So it don’t make much differgnce vou
sce. I guess when I go home 1 won't have
to say that I was alwars a buck pvt.

Well Tlenry I been sited by the col. all
ready. My name was in print bekause T
seen it. And it's the first time I ever, been
mentioned oflishially Henry. 1 just finished
making out a payroll for a lot of the ginks
here who has got sgervise rekords and no
pay books and it was all bekause I balled
up the pay roll. The loot said this a.m.
that I have mot to be more careful or he
will have to have another co. klerk. So I
am going to look out. :

Well Henry this is a lot of fumr being a
co. klerk. All the guys come to me asking
me about a mililon questions. Nearly all of
them come rounid trying to get on sik re-
port and they all waunt {o know if there iv
any mail for them. The idea anyway of a
casual getting any mail. T never got any
vet ITenry when I wus 2 casual and I

. oflise.

{
—s -
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don't think any of thesge birds ‘will either.
The best part of this job is Henry that
I don't have to drill none. And besides 1
can boss the ginks round just like I was a
real non com. Of course there is somé body
all the_time hollering at you that you got
a goft graft ete, but I don't nind that none.
They are all sore bekause I am a acting
corp. that's all, s,

Well Henry I got'to get busy on a co.
roster so that we can go aboard the ship
when the time comes. I got to take lots of
time about making it so as I won't make
any mistakes. I wouldn't losce this. job for
anything. ’ ' E

Be good Henry and rile soon. So long
old thing. S. T. B.

Le Mans, Feb. 16, 1919.

Dear Fenry., Well Henry I just~got a
awfull bailing out from the loot. And be-
sides that for what I done the top is trying
to put me ' in my grave [ guess before 1
leave Franse. MHe is terrible Ilenry. You
ought to hear him bellowing-round here
like a mad bull all morning. -He is sure
sonie foshay. - :

Well we are going to St. Nazaire toot
swect and take the boat home. 1 gol my
co. roster alemade out and give it to the
Ioot this a.m. and he lined up the c¢o. and
called off the names on the roster to see
that was-all rite. And what doryou think
1 had gone and done Henry. I went and
left out o hole platoon.

The old wild tup just come iri Henry and
he says You are a hell.of a co. Klerk. How
in hell do you suppose I am going to get
that co. started home if you leave out &
platoon. )

Well Henry T got to get busy and make
out a new roster before we partece. The loot”
is pretty foshay ossie and maybe he will
can me. But I don't care much anyway
beknuse T won't be lqu.-‘:'m,r,' nothing i he
does.  All though I am acting corp. and all
that I guess 1 can stand to be redused.

well Henry 1 got to get to work. Good-
bye. . T8, T. B

P.S. Some bird just come in snooping
round the oflise and you ought to of heard
me ball him out. Ile got out to Flenry.
That goues to, _show thut I have gol some
authority round here.

St. Nazaire, ¥eb. 22, 1910,

Dear Henry. Well T am just i common
ordinary buck pvt. today Ilenry., It hap-
pened all rite: I am back in the squad
again and 1 ain't even no. 1 man in the
front rank no more. 1 am clean back in
no. ¢ of the rear rank. . ’

We got here all rite Henry., I was co.
klerk until 2 hrs, after we got here. We
had just got our new oflise fixed up in the
new camp where we are to wait for the boat
and the old top come in and wanted the
servise reliords. Well [Ienry I started look-
ing for them and then happened to think
I left them in A box in the corner of our old
You ought to of iieard the top cuss.
1 can’t tell you all he called e Henry but
it wis awfull. I bet he used to drive mules.

Well pretty soon the lpot come round and
sayvs he is sorry that I-am such a failure
but he will have to have another co- klerk.

Well Ifenry I don't care much anyway
bekaunse we will soon be home. And I bet
if me and” Maggie has any kids T wont have
no servise rekords round the house {0 be
lost or+ete up by the baby ete. And I bhet
I never have a roster even if-I have a mil-
lion Kids. © -

Well Henry, I got to shine up the old
fuzee for inspection. $o long.. ..S. T. B.

P.8. The co. just got paid Henry but I
didn't get none. They.said my name wasn't
on the payv roll. T bet T know who skeatehed
it off Henry,

FRENCH GIRLS K.P.'S
FOR ST. NAZAIRE GANG

Scour Pots and Pans for
~ Motor. Mechanics in
Model Kitchen

.t

There's at least one organization in the
A.ET., where buck privales_arc—n't'cllgihle
for K.P._ duty and the mess sergeant
doesn’'t spend hig_time conceiving new in-
vectives to hurl at his force. For in thig
outfit 50 French mademoiselles wrestle to a
fall with blackened bambers, G.I. cans and
various other pots and pans until they
shine as they did when-the Q). handed
them out. Of course, there are several sol-
diers who stand around the kitchen in an
immaculate white garb and give valuable
pointers to the girls as to the proper grasp
of the utensils they happen to be scrub-
bing. . ~

All this happens at DMotor XReception
Park No. 701, situated on the outskirts of
St. Nazaire and having an enlisted per-
sonnel of nearly 4,000. It is tho outgrowth
of two truck companies who landed -there
with the first” part of the orviginal force
which arrived in France during the summer
of 1917. No kicks are heard as to the
quality or quantity of the mess served in
this kitchen, and even the mess officer,
whose name happens to be Hoover, frowns
on any of the saving measures for which
the Food Administrator stands so strongly.

Mess Serge’s Office

The kitchen, In._which sufficient food is
cooked for the entire enlisted force—and a
few officers, who always come out of curi-
osity—=is .patterned after a modern hotel
kitchen. There are hotel ranges, rows of
them, all capable of being coaxed Into pro-
ducing certain cxtras for -the hungry sol-
diers. The mess sergeant is king of the
whole thing. He sits in an office, the doors
of which are conspicuously marked “Pri-
vate,” and thinks up what dainties he can
order the cooks to make.

Breakfast . there is incomplete without
biscuits or waflles or flapjacks, and as for
the regulation brealkfast ‘of bacon, rice and
oatmeal—that would never do. Two shifts
work in the kitchen—one for the dey and
one ror thé night. In this manner many
things are made which add to the attrac-
tiveness of the menus.

" And when serving time comes instead of |
looking into the face of a dirty K.P. and
wondering whether, because of a grudge,
hell pass you up with a shy helping, there
are French girls 'who alwnys demand “Vou
lez-vous seconds?* 10 which the reply is al-
ways in the affirmative. Eight.mess halls
are built adjacent Lo the kitchen and elght

. it
the golt |

lines, composed of about 450 cach, are be-
ing scrved simultaneously.

Tinrd by the kitchen is a laundry for the
Saffs write uniforms.

;-

34 Bouiev. des Italiens 1
19-_21 B des Capucines}

AMERICA'S BEST {

BATTLE OF-BOURGES

| Central Records Office Trie_s

to Béa,t__ltself Going
and Coming

Paper Work Hounds Chase Anise-
Seed Bags Full of Service Ree-
ords and Find It Fun

v . . + -
Though it is a common supersuuon’ thit

Tnostilities have ceased on most fronts, the

Batile of Bourges still rages.

Now, Bourges. as ‘most of the A1 has
a more or less vague ldea, is the home of
the.. Central Records Otlice, . familiary
knewn as the C.R.O. Just what the Cen-
tral Iecords Oflice consists of is a deep
and bloody mystery o the average pack-
toting doughboy, but there is an impres-
sion that it is a Jair where the serviee ree
ords go over the top from their dugouts
where the identiflecation cards fly the thick-
est, where the Underwoods put-put-put most
viciuu:?l_\', and where a salvo of field clerks
is fired before breakfast every morning.

IUs all of that. The C.R.O. is heoud
quirters kennel of the Paper Work Llounds

But when Capt. Henry C. Miller took
churge of the master card .section of the
C.R.O., he discovered that many of the
hounds weren't as keen for the scent s
they should bhe, Pvil. Bill Jounes wunted
to be transferred—he didn't care  what to-—
s0 that -he could get up to the front. "Cpl
Sam $mith wanted to be transferrcd-—he
didn’t care what to—so that he could get
up to the front. Sgt. John Brown wanted
to be transferred-—he didn't care what to—
so that he could get up to the front.

In other words, there wasn't cnough ex-
citement in Bourges. This wasn't the life.

Captain Miller cogitated, and then ap-
plied the reverse “English to the well-
known .fable of Mahomet and the mourntain.
If he couldn’'t get the C.R.O. to the front
he would bring the front to the C.R.O.

C.R.0. Gets All the Lowdown

Captain  Miller's ~ department _ handles
many things.,  Whenever a private or o

general is transferred, or promoted, ov de

the hosgpital, or laken prisoner, or sem
home, or does anything else of Interest, wr
entry is promptly made on his card., Liven

member of the ABJF. has a card all te
himself and somebody detailed to worry
about making the entries on it. It makes:
even an AWOIL, sentenced to 30 days
K12, feel important.

The first skirmish in the Battle ol

Bourges came with the installation on the
wall of a map of France with the fighting
front clearly marked, for, of cour
happened in the dayvs when there wias
fighting front. Along the front line werc
pinned a2 number of red tags, each bearing
the number of $ome division or the namec
of some department of the Army. Lying
in reserve woere pink tags. bucked in their

some »cllow ones.

First Offensive’s Sueeess
That Captlain Miller's first offensive
Fvery division or branch of the AE.F. is
irepresented  in the C.R.O. by a detail
whose duty it is to look after the records
ol its parvticular outfii. As rast as it got
the paper work for its division up to date

that . division moved to the front on the
map. The réd tags, taking the post of
hionor in the firsi line trenches, were for

| CHARLES DILLINGHAM Sends
Greetings to the Boys
“OVER THERE”

From the New York

HIPPODROME
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.~ -
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moted, or wounded, or Kkilled, or sent toi

», this .

turn by green and then by white ones
while 'way buacik in the safe and sane andg
unexciting portions of the country were

Information for

those fewer than 1,000 entries behind; the
pink for those under 5,000, green for under

10,000, white for under 20,000, and yellow

for over 20,000, | Homeseekers .
Naturally, the detail from the-Umptleth | ;r{!u!:\ rh..?’ r!:(._\! Hc:sp1/\rl)1\‘5_lq\e:zrkr"a.

Division didn't want to see the Umnpties ) - Lazean tu fur e Informaticn about

Iying on the map back around St. Algnan ValsparVarnEnb has héen “daing its l\’__i'r::"“" :-: on-z':wu EI-:l.,-.-r'::_'l;:"O :"‘";‘:

or Brest, when they knew that in reality bit” in the aviation service of Lthe Allies, lr:; ang. i 1 kindeed ',.'-"f.,'f'"'.'“‘,-,l,.'_. :;T; e

ou,

their comrades were chasing Huns in the ever since the war started. It is ec- “you want,

what hind o and namiaAgr
3 1

vicinity of St. Mihiel. So they buckled cepted as the- standard w—am:hdllor | : e o
to it, and _the Joneses ond Smith and h a:]l EMd' “:31‘“;"-‘;; as | -:-_I:‘l'l.(‘l!\;"h. e -o::;m;:l;
Browns rorgot to~rerew their applications . o1 otcer varn A parp | }-I::l.-p‘,.?r:n I1l_|:-'u-: oy l\lru);l;’l;“.ls‘s
tor transfer—they didnt care what to. || YATENTINE & COMPANY || g, e oo, cn ot niads
Along with the changes in the map there J . h : e N e, U airond Admiu’
was posted a daily communique giving the NEW YORK I tatra n e .

o

latest oflicial developments in the Battle of

Bourges ; also a cartoon on the topic of the

P e

C..o’lorad_o. School of Mines

GOLDEN, COLORADO, U.S. A.

day; also a list of™D.S.C.'s awarded, these
oing to men who had made more than 600
entries during the day. .

Captain’ Fools ’Em Ag:ﬁn

Thus the battle raged to the Immense
satistaction of everybody until the arm
tice came along and spoiled the whoie
thing. Interest in the front line became
stagnant, because ,there wasn’t no such ani-
mal as the front line any more. Applica-
tions for transfer came in once more.

Captain Miller cogitated agiin. The map
‘muve  way to o portrait of a  tlransport
(westward bound), crowded with red tags.
The pink tags sat on the dock and waited.
witile the yellow ones were far, far Ifrom
the base potrts.. The D.S.C.'s were sup-
planted by a daily passenger list bearing :
the names of those who hiad made over :
600 entries.

Interest revived. Applications for traus-

fer subsided. The Battle of Bourges rages i FALL SEMESTER OPENS SEPT. 3.

merrily on.

Courses in Metal Mining, Conl Mining,
Metallurgy * and Mining Geology.

NEW SCHOLARSHIPS

Avalable to henorably discharged officers and men of the Army
Navy and Marine Cerps.

HEADLINES WE'LL NEVER SEE

Address THE REGISTRAR, Golden, Colorado, U. S. A.

“Drouth $Strikes St Aignan.”
“AWOILL Given Freedom of City.”

“Mess Sergeant Dies of Overwork.””

>

“Top Kick Wins Popularity Contest.”

“Overstocked with Russet Shoes, Sayvs

Q. S . !
“3Mule Skinners Laud Their Charges.” o
“Paper Work Ended at l.e Mans.” i Bazor blade magnified

“Kitchen Police Demand Work.” 1,000 times

ANOTIIER TOP" STORY |

When the company was falling in in al-

tical erder, the old top hecame gome-

irritated at one private who seemed to

n rig around loose.

ey, there, what's your name?”’
“Phillips.” ;
“Well, get the heil up there with the I7's

where vou belung.”

Don’t Let Your Razor
Abuse Your Face

razor—"ordinary’’ or “safety”— comsisls of nl-
'3 th Yook like the teelh of =

'| REMEMBRANCES OF WAR

THE WESTERN THEATER
OF THE EUROPEAN WAR
The clearest detailed map in wone
+ gheet wilh colored lines showing’ the
German Invasion, the lislor:cal Line
whero thn:;}rm}sﬁq@ was. gigwed, prd .
also the Altrepl Linoe ¢of Occupabion.
By Prof. B._Bdvrecchid’
SEALE gy PRICE. B.SO Fea.
NOW-ON SALE. The Most Useful

MAP OF FRANCE
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