. kilometers of the Italian front, which,
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- MEUSE-ARGONNE
PART - OF GENERAL
. ALLIED OFFENSIVE

First -Army Given Task of
Batterixig in Hinges of
Western Fro_nt

630,000 AMERICANS IN FIGHT

Operatlon Dlrected Agamst P051-
tiens Vital to ‘Enemy’s Whole
System of Defense

In describing the series .of tremendous
events beginning September 26 and ending
November 11, 1918, which counstituted the
Battle of the Meuse-Argonne, it would be
impossible to do justice either to the First
American Army or to the armies of its
Allics, whose ‘co-ordinated efforts made the
final victory possible, without first of all
placing the American_operations in their
proper relation to events in the whole arena
of the World War and mo focusing them
that their significance muy be nelther
diminished mnor magnified in comparison
with the struggles by -which, along {ronts
tetaling hundreds of miles in length,  the
other forces of ithe Allies were, during the
same days and “QCI\S, dnv.m}; the common
enemy through other portxons of his mas-
sive defensive systems and reducing_him
eventualh to the necessity for ignominious
surrender.,

Had the battle of the Meuse-Argonne oc-
curred before midsummeér, 1914, it- would
have been, in ‘point of numbers enguged,
the greatest battle up to that time in the
world's history, for in it were employed
more than 630,000 American troops and
128,000 ¥French troops under American com-
mand, miking a total of nearly 770,000 men
on the Allied. side, against which, as nearly
as can_Dbe estimated at present, . the Ger-
mans cmployed during the course of thie

battle about 362,000 men. Measured along
the line of departure, thése American forees
broke lhrough on a front of about 43
kilometers.

At the same time, however, on the re-
‘mainder of the-Western front between the
Arp:onne forest uand the sea,.a distance of
about 326 kilometers, the. I'rench, British
and Belgians were employing in  simul
tancous offensive operations forces largely
exceeding 2,000,000 men, while on the‘270
in a
strategic sense, was a5 actually.a part of
the Western theater of war as the portion
of it in France and Belgium, Italian armies
tefaling 57 dlvisions of 912,000 men were

" first mobilizing, and then- in their of-

" the Meuse, whose pin was Metz.

_fensive from Oclober ‘24 to November 4,
utterly destroying -the Austrian armies of
631 divisions, amounting to 1,070,000 men.

Part -in General Ofiensive

'.Lhe IFirst Amerlcnn Army, with its great
. numbers and “potent driving power, forced
the cnemny during the battle to employ
numbers of his sorely needed divisions,
and without its efforts the German defen-
sive systems could never have" been con-
Gguered on other parts of the front. But,
conversely, it was the general offensive on
all fronts which rendered the American
victory Dpossible, because the cnemy was
obliged to dissipate against the several at-

tacks all of the reserves which othennse hel

would have becn able to throw in against
the Americang until enough German troops
were on the ground to bring the American
attack to o standstill.

The grand final offensive,. as conducted
“by Marshal Foch from the North Sea tof”
the deserts of the Holy Land, was, in ef-
fect, the operation of one great machine in
which-each army performed the part of an
intermeshing cog without whose action the
whole machine might have stopped.

The Central Powers, in the autumn of
1918, might be likened, to a bandit gang
besleged oy lhe police in a house which
they had fortified. Of the four rooms of
the house the main one, with the barricaded
front door, was held by Germany; the
middle one by Austria, and the two back
rooms by Bulgaria and Turkey. On Sep-
tember 21 a swinging blow by Gen. I'raf
chet d'Esperey’s. Amed forces smashed- in
the “door of Bulgz}rl ’s room along the
AMacedonian front, and on Septemaber 23 the
same thing happened to the door of _the

Talestine front In Turkey’s room, where
General® Allenby's —British Army broke
through.

. 1t took only nine days to bring Bulgaria
fo terms, and by October 1 this first bandit
was handcuffed by an armistice, while, by
the same date, Turkey, though ‘not thus
formally bound until October 31, had becen
practicaliy rendered helpless. The inner
door between Bulgaria’s and Austria’s
rooms was now éxposed to a rush, but be-
fore it could be made, Italy, beginning on
October 24, battered in the front door of
Austria’s room along the Plave River and
in the Trentino, and on November 4 the
1hird bandit was also compietely overpow-
ered on the Itallan front and handecuffed by
a d!ctated armistice.

Only Ringleader Left

‘There remained, then, only the chief of
the gang, Germany. IIis door into Aus-
tria’s room was now, also, open to attacl,
That he could have successfully held— it
under the circumstances, if attacked, is not
conceivable, but, ‘at all events, when it be-
camo exposed, his main front door was al-
ready broken in, and bechind it he was
making the last desperate- struggle against
the assailing polico, which ended when the
links snapped shut on his wrists on Novem-
ber 11. .

In the smashing of Germany’s front door
between September 26 and November 11,
the British and Belglans broke the swing-
ing edge, locked against the North Sea;
the French shivered the central panels, and
the Americans demolished the hinges along
Such, in
homely simlile, 1s the significanco and tho
proportion of the final campaign. In what
manner the Americans performed their part

Continued on Page 8

TO PAY ON AFFIDAVIT

Or gamzutlon and detachment command-
ers have been ordered to prepare at once
supplementary service records and pay
cards to permit immediate payment of all
men whose current pay, or pay on dis-
charge, has been withheld because service
reca -3 were missing or incomplete.”

These supplementary records will be
based upon personal aflidavits of soldlers to
be paid. The form of these aflidavits is
prescribed In G.0. 89, G.H.Q. Tho eoldicr
to be paid must give date and place of his
enlistment and the Dprevious date up to
which he had been paid in full. He must
list al} partial payments he has receivad
since this date’ and must tell what allot-
ments he is carrying and the deta.lls of his
War Risk Insurance.

The affidavit also contains a clause by
which-the Soldler acknowledges that, he un-
derstands that any !nlslﬁcatlon contained in
the affidavit makeS himllable to prosecu-
tion for making a' fraudulent clalm.

e

BATHER BATHES,
SHA VER SHA VES,
BUT ALL'IN VAIN

' Inspeétion Frame-Up Works Fine

bué Lacks Audience

ITf cleanliness is next to godliness, as is
comnmonly reported, there is one group ‘down
at Bordenux which will ,sho'rtly put in a
requisition for an assortment of halos, OD,
issue, size T34. They figure that if .any-
Lody ever deserved them, they do. ’

It wasg this way. At Bordeaux they
have an cxtensive delou&lng pla.nt “hcxe
one may—and must—get, shavdd, bathed,
‘deloused, new underelothed -and_ otherwisc
purified. So, of course, when somcbody
spread the tale that General FPershing-was
coming to town .to give the camp the
double” o, all the-attendants at Delousery
No. 1 set outl to make the best showing in
their carecer.

Now it so happened that at this precise
time no outfit was due to-go ghrough the

delousery. But did that phase the staff ol
delousers? Never! From the' personnel
there and thereabouts they drafted a hand-

ful of more or less willing subjects, with
strict Instructions to keep them on the job
until the General-appeared.

Subject No. 1 was clected 1o be getting
shaved, .while the others were distributed
hbually through all the departments of
the delousery—the place where the soap is
applied, the sprinkling room, -the 1resh
vnderwear stall and all the rest. The bar-
ber's patient protested at the oulset that
he had already had a shave that morning.
But atter he had been given the first once-
over and had come out from under the hot
towels His protests subsided.

" Great Opportunity ior Barber’

For the first time in history a barber was
given' unlimited opportunity to exhaust his
repertoire. At tho end of the third shave
and third- haircut the p'!.Lxent wias «loingg
well and the corporal was mechanically
alternating with clippers and razor with his
left eve. always on the door and his left
ear ranged for general staff: footsteps.
General Pershing di@ not appear.
hours had passed.

It was the same down through the other
reoms. Subject No. 2 in the shower bath
department was protesting that he had
been hydraulically engincered out of all the
weigght he had gained in”six months as
K.P. A doughboy surrounded by fresh
underwear which was being automatically
replenished and reduced by a string of at-
tendants whenever the sound of a motor
came from the road was suspiciously de-
manding whether the stuff was being
charged up to him. :

All this was on a Thursday.

- - L] L]

Two

. ‘.

General Pershing stepped briskly into the
anteroom of the delousery.

“Ten-gion !” shouted  the surprised ser-
geant who turns the water mto the shower
pipes.

“Sir, the men to be bathed are just com-
ing from the barracks,” explained the
escorting lieutenant.

“Rustle up that barber toot sweet and
call out the soap and underwear squad.”
the top commandei a fatigue man .hrourh
a side window, out of the inspecting.party’s
sight.

That was on a

LA ROCHELLE HAS
90,000 FRANC JAG

Cognac-Laden Trazn Emp tied by
Three Full Nations-

Saturday.

‘Partisan opponents of prokibition have
attempted to show its cost in dollars and
cents to_ America with Indiflerent success,
but, according to Quartermaster reports
.ftom La Rochelle the United States govern.
ment has a bill for 90,000 francs, which,
those who incurred it declare, is direetly
“attributable o the fact that the States are
going dry before the boys in Bage Sectlon
No. 7 get. back.

A freight car, loaded, according to the
Trench, with cognue, was run into a siding
at, T.a Rochelle. When examined later it
was not loaded. The surrounding com-
munity was. - .

Everybody, from the serious Irench
guards to the German priseners, was filled
with a new spirit of cordiality that threat-
ened the existing stato and established an
entente cordiale that the League of Nations
might envy. The Boches
bocherie. The poilu even,
ment, forgot his revenge. The Americans
forgot taps. 1n faet, the entire incident
would be p;Lully forgotten if it were not for
the bill that appeared later.

Local dl_plommb are now
fisure the 90,000 francs into
treaty to be equ.xlh shared by
vists and the prohibition party.

‘CALL OF AMERICA .
OUTBIDS DOLLARS

Not All of Engineering Regiment
Responds to Bonus Offer

for the mo-

trying to
the peace
the Bolshe-

What home mieans to the Amerlcan sol-
dier, and just how anxlous he is for the
trip across the ocean, was indlcated last
weel when an American firm, about to em-
bark upon a private project in_ this coun-
ry, offered jobs to the members of an
Engineering regiment on its way (o the
embarkation camp. "

A 500-franc bonug at ithe beginning of
employment for the purchuse of civilian
clothing was offered and a salary of $250
a* month. The men had to sign a contract
to work in France for six months.

The regiment numbered 2,700 ‘men, a
large ehare of whom were ellgzb]e to and
qualified for the positions offered. IZighteen
signed up to remain.-

AWOL OFFICER GETS YEAR

Dismissal from the service and one’year's
confinement at hard labor I8 the sentence
which a genecral court martlal has imposed
upon former 2nd Lieut. Raymond G. Shean,
314th Field_Artillery, for belng absent from
duty without leave. The sentence has been
approved at G.H.Q.

The former lieutenant, under orders to
rejoin his regiment, arrived at Paris Octo-
ber 30, 1918, and romalned there until his
arrest, Decembm‘ 27. He was charged with
\Aola.tmg the 61st Article of War.

He was dropped from the rolls as an offl-
cer of the A.E.F. on March 6. The mili-
tary prison camp at St. Sulpice has been
designated as his place of confinement.

DRAFT DODGERS’ CLUB

.«“The Draft Dodgers’ Club” Is the name
which has been facetlously given to an or-
ganization, tho total membership of which
comprises four seasoned men of Company
D, 18th Engh}eers -(Rallway). The com-
bined ages-of the four members total 220
vcars. The quartette enlisted at the -begin-,
ning of the -war and 'have been in I r.'mco
over 18 months.

|BATTLE FLAGS, TO

But’

forgot tihelr.

a

'GARRY TOKENS OF
A:E.F. UNITS" WORK

Silver Bands on Lances of
Standards Will Tell
Story of _War

AS PERMANENT MEMENTO

Every Major Oi)erzltion and Sector
of Front Occupied Will Be
Duly Accredited to Troops

Whewnzthe battleflags of the ALLF. are
czn'r'ieq.l-mthrough the streets of scorves- of
American cities in the last parades before
divisions disband and soldiers become civi-
liang, those colors and standards will bear
the silver memorials that show Jjust what
pari cach orgunization took in the fighting
in ¥rance. :

Silver bands will be engraved and placed
on each orj;anizn.tion's color pike or lance
of the siandard,
band for every battle counted i major oper-
ation and for every sector of the front that
the organization occupied. ‘The dates of
batlles and oceupation of sectors will be on
the plates. .

Temporarily each orgunization will re-
ceive before it leaves France silver ribbons
te stand for the silver bands, because there
is not sufticient time-.to have the bands pre-
pared and engraved. As rapidly as possible
ili¢ ribbons will be taken from the pikes
and lances and replaced by ihe bands.

In awarding the silver decorations 1a
organizations G.FLQ. will follow this gen-
ceral assumption, which is given in G.O. {1
“The "enlire war was in reality a continu-
ous battle. The effect of this premise is
that any unit occupying a sector, whether
active or quich} is entitled to participation

in battle.” ' ’

Major Operations List

" Lists are now being prepared by the
Opérations Section of the General Staff
showing in de¢tall the battle and operation
credits to which each organization is en-
titled. 1n gereral, the silver bands will be
engraved following the arrangement of
dates and terminology preseribed in the ofli-
cial list of major operations, which, revised
to clu.le.’stunds as follows:

Somme Deicensive, France,
.\pnl 6, 1918,

J{Js\a Defem’ue, France, April 9—April 27,
1¢

Aisne Detensxve, 1‘1"m<_e
5, 1918.

March 21—

~May 27—June

Montdidier - Noyon™ Delensive, Irance,
June 9—June 13, -1918.

Champagne -~ Marne Defensive, JIrance,
July 15—July 18, 1918:

JAilsne - Marne Offensive, IFrance, July

18—August 6, 1918,
Somme Ofivasive,
November 11, 1918,
Case-Alene Offensive,
—November 11, 1918.
- Ypres-Lys Oﬂ.'enslve, France and Bel glum
August 19—November 11, 1918.

St. Mihiel Offensive, France, Sept. 12—
Sept. 16, 1918.

Meuse-Argonne Ofl‘enslve.
26—XNov. 11, 1918,

Battle of Vittorio-Veneto, Italy,
—Nov. 4, 1918,

No ceruﬁcutes for whal are officially
spoken of* ag “other engagements'” and
“minor affairs” will be awarded, as these
minor affairs will be presumed to be part
of major operations,

In general, the list of operations as glven
above follows the one previously prescribed
in G.O. 4, G.H.Q., to be followed in making
notations of batitles on service records of
officers and enlisted men. A notable addi-
{lon to this previously announced list, Nlow-
ever, Is_the battle of Vittorio-Veneto, Italy,
in which” the 332nd Infantry, of the, 83ra
Division, took part
- The gencral order also stites that the
attack of the Fourth Jrench Army west of
the Argonne from September 26, 1918, to
November 11, 1918, made in conjunctlon
with the Flrﬁt Amet_icnn Army, will be
considered a part of the Mecuse-Argonne of-
fensive. TUnder this ruling, organizations
of the 2nd and 36th .American "Divisions
and other unils which participated jn this
action with the French will be entitled to
this notation, *“Meuse-Argonne Offeusive
(Champagne), France,” with the dates of
participation added.

France.” August 8—

France; Au"ust 19

Sept.
Oct.

IFrance,

24

and there Will.be a silver’

SHIP TO TRA CKS——15 MINU TES

P e Yy

Signal Corp Photo

One of a boatload of 36 American locomotives coming down to earth

VETERANS' BODY
FOR WHOLE ARMY

After-War Association Sub-
“ject of Paris Meeting
Tomorrow

When something over 135,000—officers and
enlisted men, representing the whole
AJSF., get together in Paris tomorrow to
talk over the problem of organjzing 'a na-
tional society for veterans of this war, they
vill start with a clean slate, according to
members of the temporary committee whic.h
was formed to bring the question to the
atlention of the whole Army,

The new organization will not be born
full grown, the committeemen emphasized.
There are no preconceived objects, no pol-
icies, no causes which have been mapped
out in advance, it is stated, other than the
one objéct of perpetunting the relallon&hlp
formed while in the military service,

The sole purposc of the caucus, the tem-
porary committee which is in charge of the
meeting cxplains, will be to take the neces-
sary steps toward the organization of one
great association to include the men who
have served thcir country under arms in
this war, an association “similar in charac-
ter to the Grand Arm)y of the Itepublic or

the United Confederate Veterans, and com-
posed of all parties, all creeds and all
ranks” who wish '‘to perpetuate the rela-
Llonships formed while in the mxllt.lrv serv-
ice.

Fifteen hundred invitations were.sent out
to representative members of the ARF.
asking the recipients to take advantage of
heir three-day leave privilege 1o -visit
Paris and attend the conferences.

“One of the principal obstacleg to the
initintlon of such a movement,” says the
invitation, “is the difliculty of assembling

Continued on Page 8

heen collected into n single volume.
“Wally: His Cnrxtoons of the

3444 French war ornhnns, |
The book contatns 30 eartoons.

STRIPIZS,

ORDERS I'ORR THIZ BOOKS

posiage.

Dlvision. Agent,
 1st Division, Cpl. L. A, Heaning
2nd Division, Sgt. Jown, J. Lawrence
3rd Division, I'vt, A. Bernard
4th Division, Sgt. A. T, Gerber
Sth Division, Pvt. Bruce Moran
0th Division, Sgt. Lloyd Mcrriman
7th Divislon, Cpl. James.,D. Martin
2Gth Dlvision, Sgt. Axthur Printe
28th Division, Cpl. J. S. Prendergast
20th Dlivision, Sgt. Roy C. Houser
32nd Division, Sgt. L. W. Leefcldt
. 33rd Division, Pvt, Joseph Dee

“WALLY: HIS CARTOONS OF THE A.EF.”

The 'l-l.l:l.lt and shade serial history of the A.E.F. that has geen appenring
on page—7 of THE STARS AND STRIBES éver since It hegan publication has

JAL? Is on sale at five francs a copy for
- ns many coples ax the soldier wanta., The profiis will be turned over to THE
STARS AND STRIPILES Contlnua“on TFund for the !nture enre of the ALEF.s

All are printed from the original 'plntelj and
are therefore ot the same size as they appeared in THE STARS AND

They are on ﬂule by Field A;..entu of THE STARS
Army canteens and French mewsdealers throughout ‘the AE.F.

AND STRIPES, and by.
NO MAIL
WILL BIE RECEIVED BY THE STARS AXND

STRIPES, and owing to linbility of loss, members of the _\.E.!‘. are urged to
purchase hbooks through the nearest agent.
sender’s risk, by the French wholesalers.
JOURNAUX, HACHETTE & CIE, American Dept.,, 111 Rue Rennmur, Paris.
Orders placed in this manner must he accompanied by a remittance of STX
francs lor ench copy, the additional franc covering cost of wrapping and

‘The following Fleld Agentl of THE STARS
renched at thelr Army post o fiices, have the cartoon hook for sale:

¥Mail orders will be filled nt
Addrenn: MESSAGERIEZES DES

AND STRIPES, who can be

Division. Agent.

35th Division, Sgt. Jack Luckett
36th Divislon, Sgt. C. L. Geesey
42nd Divisfun, Sgt. Paul B, Lister

%7th Division, Pvt. D. F. Sullivan
78th Divisfon, Sgt. Geo. W. Hicknian
70th Dlvision, Sgt. J. C. Howard
80th Divinion, Cpl. k. B. Gardyne
S1st Division, Sgt. H. H. Harmon
S8th_Yivialon, Sgt. Jos., Frantz
80ih Ditvision, Sgt. Robert E. Mattice
00th Diivision, Cpl. B. C. Warlick

15t Army Corps, Sgt. C. L. Geesey
3rd Army Corps, Sgt. Edward Wceesner
4th Army Corps, Sgt. Geo. M. Sanguter

Gth Army Corps, Sgt. H. E. Stuaral
“th Army Corps, Cpl. Riley Emmons
Oth Army Corps, Cpl. Thomas Stout

Bar-le-Due, Sgt. Wm. H. Murphy
Bar-sur-Aube, Sgf. D. L. Miller
Bordenuy, Sgt. Hugh Grinstead
Brest, Cpl. Erne Vieau
Blojs, Cyl. Ed S, Hipp
Chatney-sur-Seine, Cpl. Duke V. Parry
. .Chaumont, $gt. Archie llendernon
Dijon, Sgt. Leland Gilbert
Epinal, Cpl. Saul Goldberg
Gldvren, Sgt. Claude Bristo}
Yssoudun, Cpl. Wm. E. Pendland
In=sur-Tille, Cpl. Wm. H. Herltnge
Joinville, Sgt. Harold Sigmund
Langres, Sgt. Paul Corcoran
La Rochelle, Sxt® Harry ncer

La Valdahon, Cpl. Fred J. Bonnet
Le IInvre, Sgt. Clayton Ryder ~
Marsellle, Sgt.’ Leonard Carroll i
Mehun, Sgt. G. T. Randdant
Mecucon, Cpl. A. H. Nichols
Nantes, CpL. E. J. Beckman

. Nevers, Sgt. John Haggerty
Nice, Sgt. Wm. Hale
Paris, Sgt. Norman D. Huff
S$t. Algnan, Cpl. E. B, Charman
St. Nazaire, Sgt. C. J. Forn
Sorcy, Cpl. Erneat Huggins
Toul, Sgt. II. A.-Stanley
'Tours, Sgt. Peter C. Walsh

Trier Branclk Office, &

Coblenz Branch otm.e. Sgt. Thomas Clarcy

Sgt. R. E. Mgitce -

London Braneh Qffice (Goring Hotel), Sgt. Maj, Wm. L. !Ioo!rn
Le¢ Mans Branch Office, Szts Arthur V. Swecney

— &
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for the opening of its career on the A.E.F.s Lines of. Communication

CAUCUS TO PLAN

LONG, LONG TRAIL
OF STEEL LINKED
LINE WITH BASES

Railway - Enginecrs, 29,000
Strong, Maintained
Army’s L. of C.

Thais Is the first of a scries of artl-
cles dealing with the activities of the
mujor departments of the $.0.8. The
work of the Motor I'ranxport Corps
will be summarized in the next article,

The summer of 1917 saw the beginning
of the long, long trail of steel from battle
line to port over which has passed the
greatest expeditionary force in history, with
all its guns, equipment, food and clothes.

Today there are 29,000 American soldiers
railroading in France. They move 30 great
traing of supplies from the ports daily car-
rying about 1,400 tons cach, they have
built and maintained sevén huge terminals,
they have bullt and put on the road 19,148
freight cars and 1,522 locomotives, they
have set up and operated their own storage
depots, regulating’ yards, ammunition yards
and depots and their own repair shops.

The story of these men is the story of
strong things strongly done. ILast month
they ran 4,248 freight trains 498,151 kilo-
meters with freight alone. Their tonnage
depot at Gidvres is by far the largest in the
world. While other railroads may worry
for coal, they have three of the largest
coal piles outside of a mine in existence,
two at Giévres and one &t Nevers. There
are 173,000 tons of coal In one of these
piles.

And while the number of troops they have
hauled is fairly well known as approximat-
ing 2,000,000, there are very few of them
who have not had more than one ride, and
they are still figuring at $.0.8. headquarters
on what the total tonnage hauled has been.
So, too, it will. be in all probability a
khaki clad Englineer who drives the-last

train load of homeward bound Yanks re-
joicing into port.

, How and Where Lines Run

The Lines of Communication are the rail-
road lines over which supplies for the Army
are carried from the ports through the
regulating stations to the railheads.

The first includes the line from §St.
Nazaire through Giévres, Nevers and Dljon
to Is-sur~Tille-and Liffol-le-Grand, the line
from Rochefort and La Rochelle to Saumur,
and the line from Bordeaux to Bourges. It
wasg estimated that this railroad would be
able to take cure of 25,000 tons of freight
per day for the American Army.

Ap soon as the dally trafflc grow to ex-
ceed this amount the second line from
Bourges through Cosne and St. Florentin to
Liffol-le-Grand was to handle tho next ad-
ditional 15,000 tons. ‘The third line, from
Tours through Blols, Orleans, Montargis
and Troyes, would then take care of a fur-
ther dally traffic of 10,000 tons. The fourth
line from Orleans to Connantre was still be-
Ing operated by the French Army at the
time the armistice waeg signed.

Three other lmportant rallroad lines were
uzed mainly for the transportation of
troqys, these belng from Bordeaux to
Towrs, Brest to Le Mans and Tours., and
frean Cherbourg and Le Havre through Le
;\’Ians to Tours, where they joined the main

are.

Organizling the L. of C.

The flrst step taken to organize the lines
of communication for a great Amarican
Army to be-sent to France was the gend!ng
of a commission to Europe shortly after
war was declared. This commisslon landed
at Liverpool May 23, 1917, and included
Maj. Willianm D. Parsons, chief angineer of
the New York subways; Maj. W. J. Wilgus,
vice president of the New York Central
Railway Company; Capt. A. R. Barber of

.the Engineer Corps, W. A, Garrett of the

Remington Arms Company: and F. De St.
Phalle, motive power and rolling stock ex-
pert of the Baldwin locomotive works.

The commisslon at once conferred with
the transportation offlclals of the British
and French armies, visited all parts of the
front and made¢ a report upon the basls of
communications for the coming
American Army wero established.

. The Transportation Department of the
A.E.F. was organized just as a great rail-
road system would be in the Gtates. Con-
trol was centralized and Brig. Gen. W. W,
Atterbury, formerly vice presideat of the
Pennsylvania raflroad,” was made Director
General of Transportation and put in charge
of all railroads and Army transport serv-

Continued on Page 2

. the British

59,209 SET SAIL
IN A.E.F.'S_BEST
GOING- HDME WEEK

30th' Division No“ on Way
to Fit Welcome in
Charleston

WILL KEEP UNITS INTACT

Idea Is to Give Separate States
Chance to Cheer Regiments
That They Sent Forth

Last week was the besl embarkation
week sinee the AJLE, started joing home.
In the last seven days for which figures are
available $9,209 officers and enlisted men
walked up the gang planks of homeward
bound vessels at Brest, Bordeaux. St
Nazaire and Marseille. The greatest num-
ber embarking in any previous week was
54,424, in the week ending February 3.

The 30th Division, composed of the Na-
tional Guard of North Carolina, South
Carolina and Tennessce, is now aon its way
to the States and a glorious welcome.

Last weelt New York came down to its
Lwaterfront to cheer -for iis’ own division,
the 27th. Next weck  the harbor  of
Charteston, ‘South Carolina, is Lo be the
scene of one of the historic events of the
war with o purely American seiting.

The 30th Division will be the tiest divi-
sional or regimentaliunit to be landed in.a
port other than New York. In many ways
it is regarded as peculiarly appropriate
that the 30th should follow the 27th home
so-closely. Those two divisions Tought side
by side through most of their long stay on
front, composing the Second
Army Corps.
helped in the September attack in Picardy
that resulted in the breaking of the Hin-
denburg line. The 27th had hoped to take

part in a New York celebration in honor
ot the 30th. :

37th to Be Greeted by Ohio

The first units of the 30th embarked at
$t, Nazaire Monday, and the whole divi-
slon is expected to be on the ocean by to-
morrow or the day after.

Another division that will soon be
marching through the city streets of its
native State if the 37th! composed of troops

Continued on Page 2

(PRESIDENT AGAIN

AT PEACE TABLE;
SETTLEMENT SOON

Tells America He Won’t
Come Back Till It’s
Over Over Here

After a strenuous passage across the At-
lantie, following an even less tranquil period
on political waters in America, President
Wilson landeil at Brest yesterday and is
ready to take up the task of peace-making
today In his place at the green table in the
French Foreign office in Paris.

The first duty that confronts the Presi-
dent and hls co-workers is the drafting of
the preliminary peace treaty. Sub-com-
mit{ee reports have already been asked for
and the reports of the main commissions
will be considered, co-ordinated and placed
berore the entire conference, so that the
final report can be afproved and made
ready for the signatures of the German del-
egales as soon as possible.  French pub-
licists prophesy peace by April.

Meanwhile the incident of the German re-
fusal to turn over its merchant marine,
while In itself it does not present any grave
problem to the conference, gives an indicu-
tion of continued chaotic conditions in Ger-
many. The Allies, however, will get the
German 1merchant marine. 7The "original
terms of the armistice, which can unques-
tionubly be enforced, provide this.

Drawing Germany's Fangs

“IF'ood and peace” wasg the keynote of
a speech by Secretary Lansing before Al-
lied press represeniatives Tuesday, re-
flecting the attitude of the delegates toward
sending supplics to Germany. American
military experts who have studied the Ber-
lin revoluticn nt first hand state that noth-
ing but food will establish order.

What Is conslidered the death-knell of
German 1ilitarism was sounded thls week
by the Supreme Allled War Council when
it announced the basis upon which the de-
feated enemy would be allowed to recon-
struct its army. It wijll be limited, accord-
ing to the official statement, *“to 100, 000
men, and ralsed by the volunteer system
The abolition of conscription across the
Rhine, it is hoped by Mr. Lloyd George,
will cause its abolition elsewhere as well.

Germany will not be permitted to keep
her fronticr - fortifications, and o Ehren-
breitstein’s days are numbered.

The President's parfing New York
specch was another plea for the League and
a promise of vigorous effort to complete it.
It contained theo statement that “an over-
whelming majority of the American people
are in favor of the League of Nations.”

Tribute to AE.F.

“i wlll rot come back,” the President
sald, “‘unti] it’s over, over there, and yet I
pray God In the Interests of peace, and of
the world, that that may be soon.”

His tribute to the A.E.F. was couched
In 'language of high praise.

“They thought they had come over there
to do a particular thing and they were go-
Ing to do it and do it at once. Just as soon
as that rush of spirlt, as well as that rush
of body, came into contact with the lines
of the enemy, they began to break, and they
continued to break untll the end. They
continued to break, my fallow citizens, not
merely because of the physical force of
those lusty youngsters, but because of the
irresistible spiritual forco of the armies of
the TUnited States. It was that they feit.
It was that that awed them. It was that

got o foothold they never could be dlslodged
and that, therefore, every foot of ground
that they won was won permanently for the
cause of mankind.”

The President declared that those who op-
pose@ a ILcague of Natlions misunderstood
the temper of these soldiers, and he went
on to point out that it wuas an idcal in
practical form, an ideal of permanent peace,
which it was America’s duty to support.

“And do you suppose,” he continued,
“that having felt that crusading espirit ot
these youngsters who went over there, not
to glorify America, but to sorve their fel
low men, I am going to permit myself for
one moment to slacken In my effort to be
worthv of them and of their cause?”’

' Centers to Be

The 27th and 30tih togethery

that made them feel If these youngsters ever| .

200,000 A.EF. MEN
T0 ENJOY LEAVES
BY END OF APRIL

Concerted Eifort Planned to
Keep 19 Areas Filled
to Capacity

TRAIN PROBLEM SOLVED

Estz-iblisheni ‘on
Swiss Border, Also Probably
in Belgium and Germany

With most of the AE.IF. marking time,
the monotony of waiting for 2 home-bound
transport is going to be alleviated during
the coming spring and -summer by vaca-
tions for thousands of soldiers at famous
FFrench beauty spots and pleasure resorts.

At least 200,000 soldiers are .going to get
seven-day leaves in the remaining weeks of
March and in April. From now on a con-
centrated effort will be made to keep all
of the A.E.F.'s 19 leave arcas filled to their
capacity, and if the step is justified other
areas will be opened. One of the main dif-
ficulties in the way of keeping- the areas
filled—trangportation—has been "solved.

Seventy-eight traing are running to and
from leave areas, the conditions wunder
which leaves are granted are liberal, ac-
cemmodations and provisions for amuse-
ment have all been made—everything is in
readiness for the great spring drive of the
Army on the pleasant places of France. All
that remaing to be done rests with com-
pany C.0.'s and with the men themselves.

On Border of Switzeriand

In anticipation of the springtime travel
and recreation opening, the Leave Area
Burenu is practically sure it will be able
to open up at least one new area—Lake
Geneva, on the border of Switzerland—and’
it hopes to establish others in Belgium and
in the Dhineland. It all depends on how
great the volume of permissionnaires
will be. ) )

The bureau is sounding the sentiments
of the A.IZ.I"., believing that the facilities
provided in the past have not been utilized
10 the extent they might have been. Figures
show that the leave areas in the last three
months received only onc-half as many sol-

diers as they were prepared to accommo-
date. With accornmodations waiting for
32,000 men every week, the leave arcas

centertained nn average of only 17,000 men
a wecel.

Up to a recent date 293,278 soldiers in
the A.EF. had been given seven-day leaves
with all their nccessary expenses paid, and
the great majority have made trips since
December 1. Up to December 1 there had
been only 74,278 Class A leaves. I1n De-
cember, .T.mu.u_\. and February tlicre were
140,000, and the average is going to keep
riz.:ht_on going up, the Leave Arei Bureau
promises. '

Special Trains Funectioning

A great train-operating machine has been
get up in France to handle the great travel
increase without overtaxing French passen-
ger trains. The special AIS.F. trains are
now carrying 77 _per cent of all men going
on leaves and, with new accommodations,
are expected to carry 88 per cent of the
total,

In the distribution of permissionnaires,
the Leave Area Bureau has adopted 2 new
‘peliey that wiil not confine troops from any
particular Army to a certain area, but will
permit them to go to different areas.
Hitherto different Armles and S.0.S. sec-
tions had assigned to them definite areas—
the Third Army to Atix-les-Balng and
Annecy, for Instance, but under the new
rule some of the Third Army men may beo
directed at times to the Riviera and pos-
sibly to the Pyrenees.

The Second Army has its regular areas—
Vals-les-Bains, Saint Gervals, Chamonix
and the Riviera. The TFirst Army ordi-
narlly goes to Grenoble, Lamalou-les-Bains,
Nimes and the Rlviera.” The S.0.8. goes
either to the Riviera, Salnt Malo, Dinard
or the Pyrenees. All these assignments
hitherto have been largely governed by the
transportation facilities, but the new plan
of shifting around is made posﬂhle by the
enlargement of the train service.

Dally Service for First Army

Is-sur-Tille {8 the clearing station for
Third and Sccond Army traing of permis-
sionnaires. Latest arrangements provide a
daily leave train service between Coblenz
and thie leave areas. Special trains are run
from Sccond Army railheads to Is-sur-
Tille, where solid trains are made up for
the various leave areas. From the rall-
heads of the First Army there are four
trains a week to leave areas, but a daily
service Is planned. Parls has a daily serv-
ice with the Riviera. The lLe Mans om-
barkation area has special leave trains for
St. Malo and the Pyrenees.

Amusements inthe leave areas are en-
tirely in the hands of the Y.M.C.A., which
has leased casinos and theaters, opened pic-
ture shows, established canteens and rest
rooms, provided vaudeville, and arranged
for dances,- hikes and sightsecing expedi-
tions, There are 349 Y.M.C.A. women and
353 Y.M.C.AW men at work in the areas.
One hundred and sixty-seven offlcers of the
A LTI, and 1,697 . enlisted men are sta-
tioned In the areas also.

As onc feature of the cnlargement of
lec.ve privileges, Bulletin 10, Hgq., S.0.S,
provides that men going on leave shall be
pald up to the end of the Ilast calendar
month before their departures, proper nota-
tions to be made in their pay books.

A.E.F. GENERAL BUSTED

The bust of 4 famous American general,
done in relief on a base of burlap by an
ex-member of the now extinct camouflage
school, ig all that remains In the camp near
Dljon, where these artists worked. The
face of this general-is haggard and worn,
his features are biurred slightly by con-
tact with the heavy ralns in the section
and his eyebrows are splashed by mud.

But he remaing there—at least the bust
remains there—in an ash can nicar the en-
trance of the camp, which Is now a haven
for casuals and soldiers on leave.

Vvarious schemes of camouflaging were
practiced at this school but now all material
has elther been salvaged or destroyed.

PLANS FOR PASSOVER

In connection with the elaborate prepara-
tions belng made for the observance by the
Jews in the American Army of the Feast of
the Passover between April 14 and 22, it is
announced that the Jewilsh Welfare Board
has arranged to have a sufficient amount of
unleavened bread for all of that falith toS
cat that bread and no other during that
period.

The bread will be baked at a bnkery near
Paris and distributed by the Depot Quarter-
master of the Army at Paris to dll parta
of the A.E.F.




