
ON THE SCENT OF
SERVICE RECORDS

It?s a Merry Race Down at
Bourges Catching

Lost Ones

FABLE OF SARGE?S COFFEE

Salvagers Turn Out to Rout Miss-
ing Papers from Dugouls

and Dumps

Once upon a Time there was a Detach-
ment of 12 Bucks under a Sergeant. who
were Hound for a Base Port :m<l eventually
hoped to pet to a Joint called America
which they remembered reading about in
the Newspapers.

While the Train was lumping around :i

Station for no Obvious Reason, the Scrpo

eased off to fret a Swip of Java. Of course,

that was the Time the Conductor picked to

give the Enj?cnocr the "Allcz Siptial.
The Bucks had lost their only Throe

Striper, but still wen* iu»i feclinp Jip.
They wanted him hark, which was t:ic tn>i

Time such a Thiup had happened in their
Memory.

At the next flare the\ piled off and were

annexed by an M.l*.
\u25a0Whore you going asked that Hinl

?America,? said one of the Guys, '.vim
happened to remember the n.um- *»r the
Place. ?But. wo lost our Non fom."

"Old Sniff.? Hahl the Cop. ?You ain?t
Going, you're Corning. Ami you?re coming

with Mo.?
Their Dope sounded Fishy to the A.I M..

too.
A few Days later, when Newspapers were

Allowed in the Brig, they read about tin*
Sailing of a certain Vessel. There were no
Cheers.

Moral: Kven a Troop Train starts some ;
lime. Slick Aboard. 1

Which Is one **f She reason for x-
Islcncc of a service record department in
the Central Records ofllee at Bmirges. If
Sergeant Blank hadn't left the train to go*
coffee hunting at tin- wrong moment, and
hadn?t taken the snvicr records of the 12
would-he voyagers with him. the course of
human events would have I ehanged.

The unlucky dozm would h:iv«- reached
their embarkation point in accordance with
their 5.0.. their service records would have

been O.K.?d by the proper authority, the
U.S. Transport Guerre-Uini" would have
contained 12 more passengers, s he guard-

house at Icl-sur-Ua would have had 12
fewer boarders, and the department at
BourgCK would have had 12 feWi-r service
roeords to worry about.

(?offer Prinking Scored
All of which would have been entirely

accept al. to everybody conceined. As
tilings turned out. it all proved a scathing

of coffee drinking, and a boost
for Post urn.

It is ih»* business of the service record
department at Bourges to play Uu* role of
Sherlock Holmes foi* lost service records.
In the ordinary course of army events a
lost service record means little lo the aver-
age soldier e\cepi the temporary loss of
boaucoup fr?anes on pay day. hut now that
embarkations are in fashion among all the
best families, it Is of immense importance.

Day after day a stream of couriers passes
in and out of tho service record depart-
ment, hound for every point in France
where American soldiers are congregated.
Day after day service records come In and
go out: inward In cases where a record has
been found in some out-of-the-way cranny,
hut where the man is no longer wrlh the
organization: outward when the man has
been located and tho record is in the flics
of the C.U.O.

How do they get lost In the first place?
There are a thousand ways. The case of
the coffee-bunting sergeant is typical of one
of the commonest. Me was entrusted with
those of his whole detachment

Hospital Cusps' Itpoords
Then there are the men released from

.hospitals and shipped to organizations other
than their own. A big percentage of (he
dally aveiage of fi.OOO records which pass
through the department are .?o-ralkMl hos-
pital cases.

There are the men who have been trans-
ferred. cases where company clerks were
negligent In forwarding the records the
proper time and in the p)t>per manner, and
later had no excuse to offer than Hint they
didn't know where the man in question
had gone.

Salvage squads rescue thousands. Many
a detachment, on changing trains, leaves
part of its baggage aboard. In tho course
of time this is duly collected and forwarded
to a service dump. In the course of time it
is sorted and the service records arc found.
In tho course of time they reached tho de-
partment at Ttourgos. In tho course of tlmo
the original possessor gets his.

Discarded field desks yield their quota
from long forgotten drawers and pigeon-
holes. In the wake of an Army there Is al-
most invariably a trail of records. It's a
game of hare and hounds, with those val-
uable documents serving as paper scraps
and the salvage squads following up tho
scent. A single cellar at Verdun yielded a
cache of 2SI records.

Plenty of Leakages
Po H 1b that, although the vast majority

of the 2,000.000 or so service records per-
taining to tho A.E.F. are dealt with In u
workmanlike manner, there are enough
leakages in tho systonvto provide plenty of
work fop tho staff In the department at
Bourges. When night falls and the work-
ers arc released, a new staff comes on duty
to reassort those records which have ac-
cumulated during the day, distributing them
according to letter In the giany compart-
ments supplied for them. Atg) v when It Is
known that as many os SO.OOO requests for
records have been received In oii« day and
that every one of these has to bo looked up,
even the most skeptical top sergeant might
begin to suspect that there Is but little
loafing on the Job.

So there?s always one way out. If you've
lost your service record or had It lo»t
for you, which amounts to the same thing?'
and if you?ve been getting only $7.50 a
month for steen months, and your departure
for God?s Country is delayed Indefinitely
while they?re getting dope for your supple-
ment ary. and your new C.O. won?t be con-
vinced that your Pvt. 1 Cl. chevrons are
the. real stuff but thinks you stole them
somewhere and that you ought to go on
K.P. like ordinary guys, get him to sendto the service record department. CentralRecords Office. A.P.O. 902, for it. Chancesare they?ve got It.

FOR LEAVE MEN IN PARIS
American soldiers on leave in Paris are

no longer confronted with the unpleasant
experience 'of sleeping in back alleys or
walking the streets all night for lade of
available rooms.

The American Red Cross has Just com-
pleted a "City of Welcome? for soldiers
on leave located Just opposite the Ecolo
Militaire on the Champ dc Mars, Avenue
Belgrade, and about five minutes? walk
from the Invaildcs, whose dome is almost
as sure a landmark for the newcomers as is
the adjacent Elftel tower.

The establishment can take care of 1,440
men a night. Coffee, sandwiches and ciga-
rettes are served free, day and night.
There are recreation, reading and writing
rooms, guides, maps and an information
bureau. Real beds, as good as can bo
found anywhere In the city, may be had
for the price of one franc, all single beds
and as clean as a whistle.

Two dances a week are given at the
Champs de Mars. And there are real soda
fountains where real American Ice cream
sodas are dispensed free.

Tho extent to which raw materials from
America Increased the production of air-
planes in Europe needed for A.K.r. air;
operations Is emphasized by General IVr-j
shing in a letter to MaJ. Hen. Mason M.j
Patrick. Chief of Air Service. A.E.I?-. in
which the Commander in Chief expresses
his appreciation of what the Air Service has
accomplished. The most dSllieult problem
of tho A.hJ.K.?s air program was that of
material. General Pershing slates.

Tho loiter follows:
?At this time, when many officers and

enlisted men are returning homo and
severing their connection with tho Ameri-
can Expeditionary Forces, I am glad to
take the opportunity of expressing to you
and the officers and men under you my ap-
preciation of what 11 1 c Air Service has ac-
complished.

??To tho Air Service fell tho task of
getting trained and equipped squadrons to
the front, tactically organized and In suf-
ficient number to net as a proper support to
tho American forces in the Held. It was
also responsible for the provision of bal-
loons and balloon personnel, and in gen-
eral, for the supply, housing, repair and
maintenance all aviation material.

?From the beginning the most dllluMiU Iproblem was that -«jf material. For tho
earlier American opeintiona. production in
the United Staten co\iTos not bo depended
on, but by increasing of raw
materials from America. «'ui>ianc produc-
tion In Europe was stimulated i* nn extent,
that our Allies were able to suppl> sus with

\u25a0the necessary material to support o*r of-
fensives. The Air Service had by «*cn
organized a system of schools which had
trained admirably our splendid flying per-
sonnel ter pursuit and observation work.
As they upon the front they proved
their Increasing superiority throughout the
latter months ex the war. Wo were well on
toward leadership in this when active op-
erations ceased.

"The officers and men of the American
Expeditionary Forces realize amt acclaim
ftie gallantry and unsclllah devotion to duty
of their comrades of the Air Service, it
gives mo great pleasure to express my
thanks and the thanks of the American Ex-
peditionary Forces to nil of your oflicora
and enlisted personnel."

ARTILLERY BAND FRILLS
Fifth Avenue will he treated to some-thingnew to it in the way of military music

if the I.inth. 1 Field Artillery parades In New
York upon its return. The folks at home
will 1)0 treated to all that is dramatic and
spectacular In the production of music by
a French army band.

The grand flourish with which the
French military bands begin the rendition
of n march, starting with clarions and
bugles and crashing finally into the march
with the full completemcnt of the hand,
struck the fancy of Col. C. B. McCormick,
of the 119th. He purchased 21 clarions
and Increased the buglers in his band. Two
French instructors were engaged.

And now, after several weeks of practice,
the 119th band can piny "Mndclon" with
all the fanfare of trumpets, tossing ofhugles and flourishing of pennants of whichmost French bands are capable.

THE STARS

WHA T WONTHE WAR? WEA THER

FREE TRIP HOME IF
YOU ENLISTED HERE

But Government Will Not
Pay Expenses Back

to Europe

Uncle Sam hasn?t any objection at all to
transporting to the United Slates those
nillcers and enlisted man of the A.K.F. who
entered the service m Knrope. He is per-
-1 eetly willing that they should be dis-
charged in tile United States. But*?he
dofMi?i intend to have any of thorn, after
they have obtained that discharge back in
the United States, present a bill for trans-
portation expenses bark to the place in
Europe where they enlisted.

All this is made dear in G.O. 40, G.M.Q.,
which requires Unit commanders of all or-
ganization* under orders to prepare* for
ielurn to the United States shall submit
duplicate lists showing all members of their
commands who entered flic* service in
Europe. listing separately those who wish
to he discharged In Knrope, those who wish
lo Ixs discharged in the United Slates, and
those who can?t make up their minds or at
hast fall to say where they want to be
discharged.

In addition, the commanding ofllccr is lo
obtain from each ofllcer and soldier who
entered the service in Knrope a declaration
in which it will he stated that he has had
it explained to him that he may be dis-
charged in Knrope, If lie wishes, and that
hence he waives any claim for travel ex-
penses from the place of discharge to the
place of enlistment, and that lie fully
understands that lie must defray his own
expenses from the demobilization center at
which he is discharged to bin home. A copy
of this declaration will he attached to an
ofllcer?s qualification card and a soldier?s
service record.

Those who fall lo make any .statement
of their wishes in the matter of discharge
will bo transferred for discharge to the
First Replacement Depot, or, In case the
oflircr or soldier entered the service In the
British Isles, to the discharge camp at
Winchester, England, which is not un-
known to a good many A.K.F. soldiers
who came to France by way of England
and still shudder when anyone says ??rest
camp.?

Several hundred members of the A.12.F.
are affect<ml by the now ruling.

0.-INC. THANKS
AIR SERVICE MEN

Material Was Hardest Prob-
lem Encountered, He

Tells C.A.S.

Signal Corps Kept Tabs
on Ally That Might

Turn Enemy

THIS way the wind Mow used to he a
vital factor In every naval hat Ho. And

it cut a big figure, 100. in our Into little
land war. The question of which way the
wind was blowing and its velocity was a
big consideration in almost, every operation
on the American battle fronts.

The Artillery had to know the force nun
directions of the air currents through which
shells would* pass before falling in the
enemy?s lines. The Chemical Warfare
Service needed the same information so
(hat it could tell when gas shells would
work best. And, of course, the Air Service
had to know* all about the winds, as aerial
seamanship depended largely on calcula-
tions made on the ground.

To find out which way the wind was
blowing and how strong it was at different
levels, ?sounding balloons? of rubber, in-
flated with hydrogen to a diameter of 7T»
Centimeters, were sent up by detachments
of the Meteorological Section of the Signal
Corps. By means of the instrument known
as the theodolite, ohserva t lons were made
every minute while the balloons wore rising.
A weather observing detachment of ton
men was attached to each Army Corps.

At tho front observations were made
every four hours. The Meteorological Sec-
tion, in addition to its men at tho front,
maintained 20 stations throughout western
and central Prance, furnishing necessary
information to various branches, as well as
being the basis for the weather forecasts,
which were figured at Colombey-les-Helles,
south of Trail. Observations were also ex-
changed with the Preach and British.

NO MONUMENTS YET
Permanent, monuments may not be erected

on graves of soldiers of the A.K.F. pending
the adoption of the War Department's final
policy on disposition of the bodies of those
who died In France.

This Information is given by the Graves'
Registration Service, which says that the
prohibiting of permanent monuments, un-
der the policy adopted in lIGS. is intended
to prevent inequality in honors to the dead.

In addition, the Service says, ihe oroc-
tion of monuments would interfere with
the present work of nmccnlrnt ing isolated
bodies and (hose which in the heat of battle
were interred in improper places into larger
cemeteries which are belter situated and
where proper care may be taken of the
graven.

Pair Overseas Visitor: And, rny dear,
they?re Just the cleanest hoys you ever saw.
It must have been the day they sent their
tilings to the laundry, for the major took
us all over the barracks and there wasn?t
a sheet or pillow slip in sight anywhere!
Ami not even a speck of linen in the moss
hall !

?There goes one of the luckiest guys in
the A.K.P."

"Thasso? Ponrkuol? Legion of Honor.
D.S.M.. commission on its way, or what?"

\u25a0?Helier?ii those. He just went up to the
canteen and asked ?em if they had any salt
water soap for sale.?
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DIAMOND CRAZE GETS
DOUGHBOYS ON RHINE

Shiny Gem Is Permanent
Wealth, They Say, But

Mark Is Not

?Good grief!? gasped the visiting major,
?What is this?Lew Dockslader's minstrels,
or is there an epidemicraging among all the
rich uncles back in the States??

Before him paraded a detachment, from
the 42nd Division, glittering with?could
they be? Yes, they were?diamonds, and
honest.-to-Petc diamonds, judging from all
appearances. At. the head stalked the band
of the 3 50th Field Artillery, shining even
more resplendent ly with precious stones
than did their comrades. Bejewclcd pri-
vates stood on the sidelines, nonchalantly
flinching the ash from their makin?s with a
finger which bore one or more gems.

One of them took it upon himself to ex*
plain:

?Well, sir it's like this. These here
marks that we get seem to be a fluctuating
sort of commodity. One day 100 of them
are worth 300 francs, next day it?s 119 to
100, today it?s 200. So the boys get sort of
hailed up in their count. They never knew
whether they were millionarics or busted.
You couldn?t get into a game with them
without bringing along ah adding machine
and Deaucoup expert accountants, and then
the game generally broke up in a fight.

Stable Commodity, Gems
?.So they read somewhere that diamonds

cost about the same everywhere o.nd stayed
about the same all the time. It was like
getting off a pitching and tossing transport
and feeling .solid ground under your feet,
if you know what I mean. So the crowd
took to saving up their jack and when they
got. cnoindi they Invested it in diamonds.

?Look at. Hint sparkler on the tronaboner.
That didn?t cost a cent under 5100.

?We got. a K.P. who?s been saving his
Jack for three months and after pay day
says lie?s going to get a diamond that the
moss .sergeant can use for a potato masher.?

Wlieli questioned, the principal jeweler in
?.he town said in part: ?Thunder weatlTer!
Thou dead Gool! Heaven and hell! The
American common soldiers buy all my dia-
monds. Oott grant no corporals or ser-
geants come!"

BURNING BARGE HERO
WINS S.O.S. CITATION

Ten Men Achieve Mention
in G.O. for Meritor-

. ions Conduct

An August night in Paris three months
before fighting ended gave Sgt. Ist Cl. Roy
A. Miller, of the 57th Engineers, the kind
of a chance that nature had fitted him for,
and. swimming in the Seine under a burn-
ing barge, he accomplished a feat that has
just won for him honorable mention for
meritorious conduct. He is one of ten men
who are mentioned for various deeds of
bravery cited in G.O. 14, Hq. t S.O.S.

.Sergeant Miller was sleepingon an Amer-
ican barge when he was awakened by an
explosion, the citation states. He hurried
ashore and found a British barge loaded
with naphtha blazing at the side of a wharf
piled with Army property. Drums of
naphtha were exploding intermittently.

After helping cut loose the barge, Ser-
geant Miller swam into the stream and
fastened a line to it when the barge threat-
ened to drift into a place whore it would
have endangered many lives. When this
lino was burned away, he swam to a small
boat, got another line, took aboard two
comrades, and, despite the heat and explo-
sions, succeeded in towing the burning ves-
sel to a place where it could do no harm.

In the same order Sgt. W. E. Robinson
and Pvt: William P. Ryan, both of the
23rd Engineers, are cited for saving the
lives of a trainload of passengers at
Langros. Most of the other male passen-
gers on the train jumped when the engine
broke loose at the top of a steep incline and
two coaches started with gathering speed
toward the bottom. They succeeded in set-
ting the brakes in time to prevent the
(roaches from crashing into the station.

Others mentioned for bravery in the
order arcs: Capt. George Ebert, Q.M.C.:
Capt. Silas If. Withcrbec, T.C.; Sgt. Mel-
vin E. Dudley, 11th Aero Squadron; Sgt.
Harold 15. I.owis, ll(h Aero Squadron;
Wagoner M. Quinn, 152nd Infantry; Pvt.
I'rank IS. Bridgcman. 98th Company, T.C.;
I?vt. Orr Van Hume, 320th Picld Artillery.
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AS SPRING DAWNS IN THE RHINELAND
The rising generation or Germany is not

so much addicted to cigarettes as arc 'the
youth of France, but arc in a fair way to
become chewing gum llends, Judging from
the requests which are heaped upon the
Third Army. The soldier?s answer is not
now ??No comnre,? but ?No fraternize,?
thereby at the same time getting out of a
dilemma and Impressing upon the children
the majesty of American military law.

Incidentally, the exact interpretation to
be put upon the regulation against ?fra-
ternizing? is causing a lot of worriment in
enlisted circles. A decision recently handed
down from a high non-commissioned au-
thority is that buying a glass of beer is
not fraternizing, but that tipping the waiter
is that evil in its most virulent form.

The cootie and the itch, non-observers of
armistice terms, will have to sustain a con-
certed- attack soon from all fronts of the
Third Army. Nine big steam disinfectors
have been ordered into Germany for de-
lousing purposes. If It doesn?t take the
first time, there will be a second, third,
fourth, or as many as arc necessary. And
while the men arc going through one mill,
their clothes will he going through another.

The new American salvage depot at
Coblcnz-Lutzel has now turned its Gorman
employees loose among the O.D.?s. All old
clothes of the Third Army will go through
this plant instead of the one at Tours, and
complete arrangements have been perfected
to reclaim everything reclaimable.

Overheard in a Trior mess liner
?Say, this war?s going to help us mar-

ried guys save a lot of money.?
?How?s that? Didn?t notice you wore

getting any more economical.?
?No, but now when the wilt asks me for

coin to get a new pair of shoes I can make
her turn in the old ones first and make sure
she Isn?t spending it for themovies.?

There stands in the abandoned enemy
ordnance office at Third Army headquar-
ters, a Coblenz, a huge German shell,
about six inches in diameter and nearly
six feet high. It will never spread death
and destruction, but some Tank with true
Yank ingenuity has set it upright on its
base and fitted over the apex a circular
wooden collar in which hoefles have been
screwed, and it makes the niftiest clothes
tree in the entire A.E.F.

What?s in a name? An American private
who had lost his detachment somewhere
dawn the line drifted into Trior and spent
almost a. whole afternoon demanding the
way to ?Travcze,? pronounced to rhyme
with ?trapeze.? It was only sifter pro-
longed search and much racking of brains
that somebody divined that he was putting
an excessively phonetic pronunciation on
Treves, and that ho was where ho wanted
to go already.

When the 89th Division Headquarters
Troop entered Kyllburg, Germany, recently
and established division headquarters a
room was sot apart in one of the hotels for
an officers' oKib room.

In one corner of the room was a largo
plastor-of-Paris bust of Kaiser Wilhelm.
Around the walls were numerous brass
plaques with heads in has relief represent-
ing various German notables.

Upon entering the room after the first
officers? meeting the landlord beheld the
bus; of 'Wilhelm in a shattered heap in one
corner of the room. At the next meeting

TO MASTER MASONS
Masters of FeM Lo'dgcs and cocre-
tarioft O' S.vria! Orc"nualions of M.-.ster
Masons co.v.ccb'd wuh this A.E.F. '-re
requested to communicate to ihc-undsV-
sier.ed the following information for a
Masonic Directory which isifipiogreisof
prepera:.on. namely: Names of Organi-
zation. Names and Addresses' of oil
Officers, Post Office add'css, street and
number ofregular meeting place if anjs;

Addr-.sa
Recording Secretary, Trowel & Tn'aoflo Qhb

.12 Rqq d'Asimtean, Pari*

SBSBipjF- \u25a0 =

the olllccrs noticed that small printed cards
had been placed under each of the brass
\u25a0plaques. Examination showed that each
contained a brief identification of the per-
son represented.

Each description ended with the sen-
tence, ?Ho is not a member of the liohon-
zollern family.?

?Neutral zone; XJ, S. Army Limits? ?is the
wording of tho signboard at Post No. 8.
Molsbcrg, tho most advanced post of the
A.B.F. in Germany. Sentries guard the
road here day and night, and only the
holder of tho most official and authentic
sort of pass can get by. The only known
violator up to date is a small naturalized
American black mongrel pup, originally
christened Hags, but known in Germany as
Schrccklichkcit, who pursued a chicken un-
der the barrier far into tho zone of occupa-
tion without being challenged.

Making change in Germany is not the
easy matter it is in France or America.
There arc few small coins in the cx-
Fatherhind, so that if a shop keeper hands
one a string of sticky ten-pfennig stamps
one may as well take them philosophically
and let it go at that.

An American flyer at Coblenz recently,
after several flights over the Rhine, sud-
denly made a swoop, headed directly for
one of the lofty archways spanning the high
structure above the pontoon bridge, and
sped cleanly through it. The clearance is
reckoned at about 75 feet.

The ?Who won the war?? discussion in
the A.E.F. has nothing on the Boclio
argument on tho equally engrossing subject,
?Who lost the war?? A heated crowd dis-
persed by an American M.P. at Trier re-
cently proved to be engaged in one of these
controversies.

THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE WAR RELIEF COMMITTEE
Maintains reading, writing and rest rooms at
3 Avenue de I?Opera, Paris

Itess rooms are oi>cn daily from 9 a.m. to lb p.m. and all Soldiers and Sailors of tho Allied Forces
are cordially welcome at all times.

?The publications of tho Chriftlan Science Publishing Society and tiio works of Mary Rulcor Kddy
may ho obtained there."
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JUST PLAIN BUSINES
THERE?S nothing fancy or ?flossy** about real education,

strictly a business matter. Il*s preparation for the man s
job of earning a living.

-Before many months or weeks you may be back home in the Sti
WiU you be able to command promotion and increase in salary in
civilian jobyou want?

Will you be ableYou may be thinking of wife and children,
cam the salary to give require?

Questions df jobs and salaries don't cause much worry to men
the:right sort of education?to men who have knowledge and know
to use it. Such rxien ate always in .demand in America.

Have you the education to insure your ?going ahead in the
cation or profession of your choice? If not?

Here?s Your Chancel
By General Orders Nos. 9 and 30, the

Army hiss established post schools and
division,educational centers-; also it has
?provided some university courses for a
limited number of men.

See the School Officer of Yonf Outfit
Ask him. about courses of study and

training you?re interested in. If you
can?t get exactly what you want, take
the next best thing that?s offered. The
unexpected coming of the armistice cut
short. the time for preparation for
A.E.F. schools. Many facilities ara
lacking.

Inasmuch as Jess than, 40,000 men can
be accommodated in these university
courses, most of the meri of the A.E.F.
will find educational opportunities right
In their own outfits. But, after ah, your own determina-

tion to increase .jour, -knowledge is
worth more than alLth«i texts and school
equipment in the world. - Look at Abra-
ham Lincoln. Edubalion is needed more
;than ever for success in civilian jobs.

In accordance with the General Or-
ders, school officers, have been v ap-.
pointed to Help provide the educational,
and occupational training that G.O, 30.
calls for-straining ?to. meet the needs
of the members of the A.EiF. in order
that they may become, better equipped '
for- their future- responsibilities? as
civilians;

As ?a plain business matter?
should look up the educational opp
tunities open to you in'your post or clj
sion school.

The Army Educational Commission, A. £«
hrAuthority, cfh-s i o.n.s.
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AND STRIPES.

BLOIS IS YANKLESS,
MERCHANTS MOURN

Famous Casual Camp?s Clos-
ing Brings Grief to

Banks of Loire

Free from the din and clamor of rumbling
trucks and shouting doughboys that once
tilled its streets, Blois, the most famous
casual camp in the A.8.F., is today almost?
completely evacuated of American soldiers.
The activities of the Blois area were trans-
ferred to the First Replacement Depot at
St. Aignan on February 15, and Blois ceased
to bo an American Army center.

With the exception of a unit of the 20th
Engineers, Base Hospital 25. the
R.T.O. and a few M.P.?s, in all about 1,200
men, tho area is denned out. There arc still
several hundred patients at the hospital who
cannot be evacuated for several weeks.

Over 100,000 inch and 15.000 officers
passed through Blois during its occupation.
Large crowds of French civilians gathered
at the depot every day during the evacua-
tion to bid goodbye to the departing Amer-
icans.

The evacuation met with all sorts of
disapproval on the part of Blois merchants
and shop keepers, who, counting on con-
tinued American custom, had large supplies
of souvenirs, officers? trench coats and Sam
Browne belts in stock.

Knights of Columbus
Club .House

2 7 Blvd Malcshcrbcs Paris
EVERYBODY WELCOME

8
i

m

p
Sii3k*p
99
ii

xm
ijfifen!\u25a0 ?.i-W-lllinj


