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ST. AIGNAN MECCA
FOR PURSUERS OF
THE RED CHEVRON

Coveted Symbol Awarded
After Brief Stay in Dis-
: charge Camp

MUST GET CONTRACT FIRST

For All Except Men Who Enlisted
. Here Evidence of Having
Job Is Necessary

Two months ago a man dresscd in the
uniform of the Tnited States Army and
wearing 1 red chevron on his left sleeve,
denoting he had received his discharge in
France, wis a novelly. Toduy hundreds of
men are proudly exhibiting their red chev-
rens while the discharge camp at St. Aig-
1 an is laboring Gay and night to handle
the applicants arriving on cvery train.

With few exceptions the men being dis-
charged in FFrance have already signed up
with the American Red Cross, the Y.ML
C.A., Jewish Welfare Board, Salvation
Army, loover l'ood Commission or other
organizations for further service in Eu-
rope. The exceptions are those men who
joined the Army in France and are being
discharged here instead of returning to the
Trniled States.

Because . number of men who had in-
tended joining one or another of the re-
lief organizations went astray and fell back
on the hands of the Army authorities
minus their bankrolls, it is now compul-
sory that all men applying for discharge,
untess thoy joined in France, have con-
tracts with their orgunization hefore they
can receive their discharge papers.

All Trains Are Met

hed to the classificalion and
discharge s meet all trains at St.
Algnan and ort tlie incoming soldiers
v one of L Lwo. Soldiers returning to
the Enited ates are scent to the classifi-
wiion eamp, while® those being discharged
in France tow po dircet to the discharge
camp, located a Kilometer from the main
cump, and belween the station and St
Aignan. Up to last week all men were
sent to the classification camp where they
were deloused and their clothing sterilized.
Now, however, they are talen to the dis-
charze camp dircet.

All records must. be complete before men
ischargped,  Thoge arriving sans serv-
'ords are held until they come. Few
e records are complete in all de-
but those Iacking can usually be sup-
by the men themselves. Several
who are veterans of several weeks

the discharge camp are still there be-
cruse records went astray or are
incomplete.

The time nccessary for securing a dis-
charge varies. A few weeks ago it re-
quired two or three days at the mosl. T.ast
Friday approximately 100 men were dis-
charged who had been at St. Aignan for
periods varyving from four days to 14,
‘Those held up the longest had been wait-
ing aciion by the paymaster who would
not pay railroad mileage until receipt of
proper authority, which arrived TFriday.

Beaucoup Franes Paid Men

AMen discharged in France receive 5 cents
a mile railroad fare from St. Aignan to
Brest and rrom Hoboken Lo the place where
they  enlisted in the Tfnited States. In
addition 1o this each man receives a bonus
of 360 and his pay according o rank from
dite of Ingt pavday., Tinlisted men resid-
mg in Californin or other western stutes
ecive appioximately 1,390 franes, includ-
ingr bonus and mileage.  The westerners
have the bulge on New Yorkers, who draw
1% rnilrond fare from St. Aignan to Brest
and a jitney street car fare from Hoboken
to their homes,

Sea wravel at the expense of {he United
Army is waived by all men being
in Trance. The organizations
empoyving these men cerfify 10 ithe Army
that they will be responsible for this.

Men who enlisted in Paris or other cities
in Europe receive railroad mileage Lo the
point of cnlistment, providing they are
being  discharged  over here.  Otherwise
tU'nele Sam pays their way to their homes
in the United States. IHach man is per-
mitled to keep one complete uniform, an
overconl or miackinaw, his gas mask and
helmet, 1wo suits of underwear and two
paits of socks.

Last Days Spent Lonliﬁg

For the majority of the men awaiting
discharge the List few days in the Army
ure spent loafing.,  IFrom the men occupy-
ing the three discharge barracks are se-
lected a dozen e¢ach day for KI'. and a
hallr dozen mo for policing up. It is a
sight ror sore cves for a private to gaze
on a fatigue detail made up cntlirely of
noncoms, ranging from ton sergeants to
corporals, shooting the festive snipes and
sathering up picces of paper and trash
about the grounds, under the direction of
the top cutter of the ecamp.

The others idle about barracks walting
to ha ‘calied for interview relative to the
information on their gervice records to
sign the payroll or for physical examina-
tion, all of which have to be gone through
with before the franes ave paid out and
the discharge is placed in their hands.

Quecer Antics Follow

Fortunately there is wmo nut specialist
stationed at the discharBe camp or it is
v he would have the discharged men
detained even though they have their hon-
:ble discharges in their hands. As the
moen step from the office, many go through
some queer anties.  One will be down on
his Kknees, his dischnarge spread out on
the ground, the better to kiss it. Another
will hug the treasured paper to his heart
and dash through the crowd, straight for
the gate and the freedom of the world.

4TH GOLD CHEVRON
IS NOW AMONGST US

And Only Four in A.E.F.
Dare to Break It Out

(Men att

1t has appeared among us—that fourth
serviee stripe. There are thousands of
on ind twos and threesz, but that foruth
one sticks out like a beacon in a fog, and
sets evervone to wondering il the wearer
didn't make a mistake and tack it on
the wrong arm.

There are just four mien, as far as is
krown, now in France who have gained
the right to stick that extra gold V on
their left slecve. Col. C. W. 12xton, Paris
representative of  the Army  Educationa!
Commi is one. Phe colonel was mili-
tary  att + in  Switzerland when the
United States deelared that a state of
wiar existed between it and Germany. 13e-
ing overscas when the war began, and
coming thus within the pale of the regu-
lation preseribing the right to wear the
sold siripe, his six-month period began
to run coincidentally with our participa-
tion in the confiiet,

Others who were overseas at lhe same
time were Brig. Gen. Frank Parker, now
with the 1st Division, at that time an ob-
server over here; and Col. Sanford Wud-
hams, U.SALC., AILLF., another Ameri-
can soldier who was in France in April
1017,

Inecidentally, four-stripes will begin 1c
appear on others very soon, for JMay
1017, =aw several American hospital units
landing in France. Most of these Yanks
have salled for home, but a goodly num-
ber is left. -

HWnrwever, that fourth golden V will be
rare cnough-to subjeet ils owner to nar-
vow scrutiny and, mayhap a question or so.

ENGINEERS CLEARING PATH FOR DOUGHBOYS i i

THE STARS AND STRIPES, FRIDAY, MAY 2. 1919,

ueh technient services

The 303rd Engineers at the {ront, repairing a bridge destroyed by shell-fire, in order to hasten the advance
of the oncoming Infantry.
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as devoid of color as the lives of the
simple peasants who inhabit that region.”

AMany are there who have scen the fight-
ers land and have scen them go, primed
for the fight, to that Western front which
{for them existed only in imagination. They
have watched these fighters return, carry-

ing war's honorable decorations, while they

go on and on in their “‘drab” routine,

carrying only, the happy knowledge that

the work they are doing is indispensable
that fighters may come and go.

The net result of this drab existence,
however, has been the building of docks
and Lrackage in railway yards and storage
depots for the Transportation Corps: the
crection of cities of stornge for the Quar-

termaster Corps; the Installation of wharf-

age and storage where the Ordnance Corps
has reccived and housed the weapons of

defense and offense; the erection of hun-

dreds of miles of troop barracks; the pro-
vision of hospitala for the Medical Corps;
the furnishing of waler supply for all
hranches of the service; the building of
huge refrigeratign plants, bakerics and oil
stornge to assure the combatant forces of
their daily beef and bread and the means
of their transportation in the zondé of the
armies; hangars and@ barracks for the Air
Serviece; reception parks for the JAlotor
Transport Corps, and the production of
lumber in sufllcient aquantities to insure

the rapid building of all this construction.
Yiven much of the cement that went into

conslruction for the A.E.F. was made in
the S.0.8. by IEngincers working in tem-

poravily lecased@ French piants.

Docks, Wharves and Always Barracks
In docks, absolutely new installations in-

cluded a 4,100-foot dock at Bassens, near

Bordeaux; three berths totalling 1,250 fcet
at Montoir, near §t. Nazaire; W0 fcet at
Brest; a 750-foot lighterage wharf on the

Dordogne river, near Idordeaux, and new
trackage and other facilitics at more than

& score of I'rench ports.

_If all the troop barracks erected by the
¥ingincers up 1o time of the signing of
the armistice were placed end to end they

would streteh 225 miles.
Space was provided in hospitals for 250,-
000 beds of which 141,000 beds represented

new construction. This new construction
meant 7,700 standard hospital barracks, 20

feet by 100 feet.

A tlotal of 947 miles of standard gauge
railrond trackage was laid. Most of this
was in slorage yards, engine terminals,

ete, but it represents the approximate dis-
tance betwecen New York and Chicago.
Covered storage space was provided in
more than n score of depots, the largest
of these depots being at Gidvres, Montoir
and $t. Sulpice. AN covered storage ag-

gregated 500 acres, providing space for a

90-day supply for 2,000,000 men.

AMembers of the second AR, that Auni-
mal Iixpeditionary Foree, were taken ecare
of in remount depots and veterinary hos-
pitals erccted by the Ingineers. By No-
vember 11, 1918, remount space had been
provided for 20.000 animals and veterinary
hospital space had heen provided for an
additional 17,250 animals.

Muech work was done to supply troops.

no mxtier where stationed, with pure

water. Water supplies of sceveral large
French cities were chlorinated under En-
gincer control, while la:
works' installations, involving pipe lines
and pumping plants, were made at St
Nazaire and Brest, In the Bordeaux
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Continuation Fund Mounts

With Addition of S.0.8.’s
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U.S. Army Regulations American Magazines
American Newspapers New American Books

A Set of 12 Famous French War Posters
Sent POSTFREE to U.S.A. for 5G Frs.
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0. D. SCRIBES GET

FIRST HAND DOPE

Former Newspapermen in
Service Touring France
and Third Army

Some 200 members of the AB.TF., ofli-
cers and enlisted men, all of them news-

paper men or professional writers before

they abandoned the typewriter for the

messkit, are now completing a tour of

the S$.0.8. and will within a few days
delbouch on the American Army's bigpest
battleficlds preparatory to following the
Third Army’s trail up to Coblenz and be-

vond. And by their green arm bands ve:

shall know them.

TThe 200 are the second of threc insinl- !
ments of newspaper men in the serviee:
who are gaining first-hand knowledge of

America’s  accomplishments  in France
under the oflficial guidance of staff officers,
gleaning the stories of the busy corners
of the A. I&. . direct from the men who
had charge of keeping things moving.
The first group completed its trip a
week npgo. after 15 days on the road, vis-
iting :umong other places, Brest, St. Na-
zaire, BRordeaux, Chawnont, the Chiteau-
Thierry. St. Mihicl and  Meuse-Argonne
battlefields, and Coblenz, concluding with
a bont trip down the Rhine to Cologne
and thence returning fo disband at Paris.
Members of the first group wore white
arm bands. Those making the third trip
will wear yel another distinctive color.
The journeys are being made in U.S.
Hospital Train No. 63, ithe guests passing

comfortable nights in bunks which once!

supported wounded Yanks en route to base
hospitals and me 15 in two improvised
dining cars. The' battlefields are covered
by ambulance, the party meeting the train
at night in time for dinner and leaving
it next morning.

WANT ANY MAGAZINES?

The American Library Association has
just taken over the Y.M.C.A's magazine
service for the A.E.F., and announces it
is espeeially anxious to reach dectached
units not served by other welfare organi-
tions. Tt offers a free weekly magazine
service Lo all such units whose command-
ing officers will ask for i, addressing:

Magazine Department, American Library |

Asgociation, 10 Rue de I'Elysée, Paris.
The appointment, of some member of the
unit to look after the magazines and sec
that they are distributed and conserved
is the only condition stated. Most units
alrendy have a librarian in charge of A.
L.A. books, who might take on the job.
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Now Acailable in All Sizes

A large shipm~nt just in;

Shou’'d have zrrived some months agoy .
Oux'nztofe'ay, soid at pracrca’ly same as’'in U.S.
Two kinds of leither, on shap: of this cut:

No. 100—Smooth Calf, Mahogany Color._
No. 200—Norwegian Calf, (Boarded) Water-

proof Sole;Tan.

Francs 240 rar

ALL SIZES WIDTHS C. D. E,.

Sent frec of charge to nzarest French R.R. Statio~
. or c¢jo A.P.O.

Sead Your Orif'd..r. With Cheque Enclosed to

HENRY M. REIS ™ s

A
NETTLETON
BOOT

Made specially for U.S. Army officers by The
A.E. NETTLETON CO., Syracuse, N.Y.

WHERE TO SHOP

IN PARIS

To obtain quality and value and to be weli attended, go to

The Reliable Department Store

AU PRINTEMPS

BOULEVARD HAUSSMANN

(Close to the Opéra, the Madeleine Church and Saint-Lazare Station)

Suitable Gifts for Home Folks

Silk Scarfs, Beaded Necklaces, Hand Bags, Table Cen-
ters, Children’s Toys, Children’s Garments, Per-
fumes, Ladies’ Gloves, Lace Necklaces, Em-
broidered Handkerchiefs, Ladies’ Silk

Lingerie, War Souvenirs, Etc., Ete.

LATEST CREATION IN LADIES’ DRESS

MILITARY LQUIPMENT - PHOTOGRAPITIC SUPPLIL
FVERYTHING OBTAINABLE AT LOWY

MEN’S CLOTHING and FURNISITINGS - SPORT GOODS

N
ST PRIGES

WRITE FOR OUR CATALOGUES

Orders prompily exccuied by our finglish Staff
Parcels ean be Torwarded any place in the world

t1E ANONYME =3

QUICK, smooth,clean
shave under any and
all conditions is assured

‘Ever - Ready’
Stubborn

Safety Razor.
beards and tender skins
appreciate the marvelously
keen*Radio’’ Blades—pro-
tected from air and mois-
turebyindividual patented
packages.

‘Ever - Ready’ Safety Razors
and ‘Ever- Ready’
can be obtained at

Y.M.C.A. and other canteens.
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ap sour feet Certunly Les-vo el
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Try this:  Before and elar thavag
draw razor blade betwcen thumb and
forebrgermorstenedwith 3.in-One  Thea
no wmicroscopic rurst can form between
shaves, Conzequenlly your razor can

For zale at all Post Excherges, $hips
Storas and cverywhere in the good ofd
U.S.A. 50z 25¢. 13c beiliez, alwo
25¢ Harndy Oil Cans

THREE-IN-ONE OIL CO,

Broadway, New York
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¥ Jj{d BESSONNEAU &
!. is the creator of
Aeroplane Sheds Ambhulance Tents
Hospital Sheds Sanitary Hlts

The BESSONNEAU constructions
have stood their tesis for muny years
in several campaigns on all fronts and
in all climates.

The BESSONNEAU constructions
3r: Low being imitated, but only
BESSONNEAU makes his canvas
pronerly waterproof and does the
whole* of his constructing himself:
Tents, sheds and huts.

To have every real GARANTEE one
must have the trade-mark:
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