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GERMANY FACED WITH

PEACE PACT DICTATED
BY VICTOR NATIONS

Once Greatest Military Empire of World Brought
to Account on Spot of Birth and First
" Crime of Half Century Ago

EX-KAISER’S TRIAL PROMINENT IN

DEMANDS

Anniversary of Lusitania’s Sinking Sees

Haughty

Power at Mercy of Free Peoples Leagued .
to End All War

At 3 o’clock Wednesday afternoon, four years to a,day from the
tragic climax of Prussianism that sent the Lusitania to the bottom
with her human cargo of non-combatants, a little khaki-bound book-
let was handed to Count Brockdorff-Ranizau, chief of the German
plenipotentiaries, at Versailles where Wilhelm I and Bismarck al-
most half a century ago forced France to sign away Alsace-Lorraine
while Prussian cannon threatened Paris.

In this document that the humiliated enemy is now studying in
the confines of a Versailles hotel are contained the promise of release
of 1,000,000 Americans in khaki and the solemn hope, [ramed in the
terms of the Leaguc of Nations, that neither these men nor their chil-
dren will be forced to another recourse to arms such as they, with
their Allies, have borne courageously and successfully since America
declared war on April 6, Lwo ycars ago.

ALLIES UNITED IN PEACE

They have been the busiest of the Conference, these lasi days preceding
the historic event, and the last shadow of disagrecment between the Allies,
Italy’s disaffection, Belgium's hesitancy, Japan’s claims, have passed away, to
leave a solid fronti, ihe same unity that met the Kaiser's armies from the Piave

to Flandeis.

The League of Nations is a reality, and whatever balties remain to be
fought for democracy, there stands for humanity the most powerful bulwark
of justice that the world has ever known.

In the great dining hall of the Trianon Palace Hotcl the tables were set

in a parallelogram.

At the head was Premier Clemenceau, on his right Presi-

dent Wilson and the American envoys. on his left Lloyd George and the British

delegation.

About the table were scated

represcentatives of all the powers that

had made war or broken relations with the late Ceniral Empires.

GERMANS AT TOOT OF TABLE

When the guards of hionor at the door had withdrawn, the German delega-
tion filed into the room and took places at the foot of the table.

When they were seated, President Clemenceau rose and inaugurated the
Conference of Versailles. He handed the khaki-covered volume to M. Dustasla,
the Sccretary General of the Conference, who in turn placed it in the hands

of Count Brockdor{i-Rantzau, who rose and addressed thie Conference.

‘When

he had concluded the Germans withdrew, and the historic ceremony was over.

It is the longest treaty cver drawn.

It totals about 80,000 words, divided

into fiftecn main sections, and represents the combined product of over 1,000
experls working continually through a series of commissions for the three and
a half months since Junuary 18. The trealy is prinled in parallel pages of Eng-

lish and French, which are recognized as having equal validity.

It does not

deal with questions affecling Ausiria, Bulgaria and Turkey, cxeept in so far as

binding Germany to accept any agreemeni reached with those former allies,
The members of the Peace Confercnce were already familiar with the

terms of the treaty, which had becen summarized for them in a secrct plenary

session the day before, but they are now at liberty to study it in detail.

Beiow,

however, are the salient points of the official summary. . '

Terms of Treaty Follow Out
Early Outlines Given Public

Following the preamble and deposition of
powers comes the covenant of the League
of Nations, which is the first section of the
treaty. It is in the same form as made
public scveral wecks ago. The frontiers
of Germany in Burope are defined iIn the
second scction; European political c!_n.uscs
given in the third; and extra-ISuropean
political clauses In the fourth. Next are
the military, naval and air terms as the
fifth section, followed by a section on
prisoners of war and military graves and
a seventh on responsibilities. Reparations,
finuncial terms and economic terms are
covered in sections eight to ten. Then

comes the aeronautic section, ports, water-
ways and railways section, the labor cove-
nant, the section on guarantees, and the
final clauses. i
Germany, by tho terms of the treaty,
restores Alsace-Lorraine to France, accepts
the internationalization of the Saar basin
temporarily and of Dantziiy permanently,
agrees to territorial changes towards Bel-
glum and Denmark and in Bast Prussla,
cedes most of Upper Silesia to Poland, and
renounces all territorial and political rights
outside Europe, as to her own or her Allles’
territories, and cspecially as to Alorocco,
Egypt, Siam, Libtria and Shantung. She
also recognizes the total Independence of
German Austria, Czccho-Slovakia and Po-
land. Her army is reduced to 100,000 men,
including officers; conscription within her
ierritories is abolished; all forts 50 kilo-
meters cast of the Rhine razed, and ail im-
portation, exportation and ncarly all pro-
duction of war material stopped. Allied oc-
cupation of parts of Germany will continue
till reparation is made, but will be reduced
at the end of ecach three flve-year periods
if Germany is fulfilling her obligations.
Any violation by Germany of the condi-

tions as to the zone 50 kilometers east of |-

the Rhine will be regarded as an act of

war.

U-Boats Denfed German Flect

The German navy is reduccd to six bat-
tleships, six light cruisers and 12 torpedo-
boats, without submarines, and a personnel
of not over 15,000. All other vessels must
be surrcendered or destroyed. Germany is
forbidden to build forts controlling the Bal-
tic, must demolish Heligoland, open the
Kiel canal to all nations, and surrender her
14 submarine cables. She may have no
military or naval air forces except 100 un-
armed scaplanes untfl October 1 to detect
mines, and may manufacture no aviation
material for six months.”

Germany accepts full responsibility for
all damages caused to Allled and Associated
Governments and nat!onals, and agrees spe-
cifically to reimburse all civillan damages,
beginning "with an initlal payment of
20,000,000,000 marks, subscquent payments
to be secured by bonds to be issued at the
discretion of the reparation commission.
Germany is to pay shipping damage on a
ton-for-ton basis by cessioi of a large part
of her merchant, coasting and river fleets,
and by new construction; and to devote her
economlic resources to the rebuilding of the
devastated reglons. ,

Ex.Kaiser to Be Tried

She agrees to return to the 1314 most-
favored-nation tariffs, without discrimina-
tion of any sort; to allow Allied and Asso-
ciatecd nationals freedom of transit through
her territories, and to accept highly de-
tailed provisions as to pre-war debts, un-
fair competition, Iinternationalization of
railroads and rivers, and other 'economic
and financial clauses. She also agrees to

the trial of the ex-Kaiser by an interna-
tional high court for & supreme offense
against international morality, and of other
nationals for violation of the laws and cus-
toms of war, IIolland to be asked to extra-
dite the formcr and Germany being respon-
sible for dclivering the latter.

Plebiscites in Freed Regions

The League of Nations is accepted by the
Allicd and Associated IPowers as operative
upon ratification of the "Treaty and by Ger-
many in principle, but without meoember-
ship. Similarly an international labor body
is brought into Dbeing with a permaunen!
office and an annual convention.

A preat number of international bodies
of different kinds and for diiferent pur-
poses are created, some under the League
of Nations, some to exccute the peace
treaty. Among tfie former is the commis-
sion to govern the Saar basin until a pleb-
iscite is held 15 veasr hence; the interna-
tionalized frce cily of Dantzig, guaranteed
by the Leaguce and under a high commis-
sioner appointed by it, and various com-
migsions for pleliscites in Malmédy, Schles-
wig and East Prussia. Among thosc to
carry out the peace trealy are the repara-
tlong, military, naval, air, financial and
economic commissions, the international
high court and military tribunals to flx
responsibilitles and a secries of bhodles for
the control of intcrnational rivers.

Certain problems are left for solution be-
tween the Allied and Associated I’owers,
notably details of the disposilion of the
German fleet and cables, the former Ger-
man colonies, and the values paid in repa-
ration. Certain other problems, such as
the laws of the air, and, the opium, arms
and liquor traflie, are either agreed to in
detail or sct for carly internalional action.

Military Restrictions Many
Under the heading or “Mlilitary Forces,”
the treaty speecifles that, in addition to the
abolition of the Great German General
Staff, the army administrative scrvice, con-
sisting of civilian personnel not included in
the body of effectives, is reduced to one-
tenth the total of the 1913 budget allow-
ance. Employes of the German States,
such as customs oflicers, forest guerds and
coast guards, shall not cxceed the number

allowed in the 1913 budget.” Gendarmes
and local police may be increesed only in
accordance with the growth of population.

It is also provided that all war establish-
ments except those specifically excluded be
closed three months after poace has been
concluded and their personnel dismissed.
The manufacture or importation of polson
or other gases used in warfare js prohib-
ited; Germany will not be permitted to
manufacture such mataerial for other gov-
ernments. .

The treaty also rings the death knell-of
Germany’'s system of military service by
conscription by specifying the enlisted per-
sonnel must be maintained by voluntary
cenlistments for terms of 12 consccutive
years, and the number of discharges in any
one year is not to cxceed flve per cent of
the total number of effectives. Officers re-
malning In the service must agree to serve
to the age of 45. Newly-appointed ofllcers
must agree to serve actively for 25 ycors,
No military schools will be allowed oxcept
those absolutely indispensable for the units
authorized by the treaty. No associations,
such as sooletles of discharged soldiers,
shooting or touring clubs, educational es-
tablishments or universities, may occupy
themselves with military matters. Al
measurcs of mobilization are forbidden.
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It is ratl:er rubbing it in—displaying Victory Loan posters on the billboards in Coblens.

Army and the Germans to sce.

” Flore is a specimen of the w
Riine, close to the pontoox bridge, there is one poster -showing a doughboy,
three Boche helmets, in his hands, ard saying trivmpliantly

s and places in which they

depicting a U-boat in dire distress, while a transport and cruiser steam mcojestically by.

loud silence.

Anyhow, there they are, fcr all the Third
c are posied. )
Iis face bundled in
And they thought we couldw't fghtt’
The Germans gace on tiese billboards in

On the promencde glong ‘the
bardages glus smiles, carrying
Across the street is anothcr

OVER TWO MILLION
FRANCS RAISED BY
A.E.F. FOR ORPHANS

Fund For War Waifs of
France Grew Hugely
in 14 Menths

RED CROSS KEEPS UP WORK

Provision for Future of Most De-
serving Wards Among 3,567
. Adopted Already Made

HOW ORPHANS’ FGND ST00D
. APRIL 30

Cash on hand.........Francs 1,500.00
Checks on deposit for collec-
tion .......... ceameenans 7,028.29

Guarantee Trust Co. deposit 504,944.40
Equitable Trust Co. deposit. 554,450.65
Cash items ......... 24,080.35
Balance Red

March 31 vererases.. 47642253

Total Balance .............1,568,426.12
Paid to Orphans............. 608,936.70

Total Amount Ralsed......2,177,362.82

_Two checlks, one for 504,944.40 francs and
the other for 551,450.55 francs—a total of
1.059.394.95 francs—were turned over to the
American Red Cross this weck by Tne
STARS AND StTRIFES for the beneflt of the
3,567 French war orphans comprising THE
SrARS AND StrIPEs family. In addition to
the 1,059,394.95 francs represcnted by the
two checks, there is a balance in the Red
Cross treasury as of March 31 of 176,422.53
franes. and several smaller accounis which
bring the total to 1,568,426.12 franes on
hand for orphans of the French poilus now
being fathered by the A.E.F. and its friends
in the United States.

When the active campaign for adoptions
closed last Christmas there had been paid
into Tnr Stars ANp Strires suflicient
money for the adoption of 3,414 orphans.
Subsequently the Advance Section, $.0.8.,
turned in funds for an additional 123, bring-
ing the total number of adoptions to 3,567
children. . :

Beaucoup ¥Francs Raised

The financial statement of THE STARS
AND Strires as of April 30, 1919, shows the
assets of the orphan fund to be 1,092,003.59
franes. Thero had previously been turned
into the treasury of the American Red
Cross the sum of 1,085,359.23 francs, bring-
ing the total raised in behalf of the orphans
through the gencrosity of members of the
A.E.F. and their frlends back home to
2,177,362.82 francs, or’ $362,893.80, flguring
the exchange at the present high rate of
six francs for one dollar.

In addition to the two cnecks, there-were
turned over to the Red Cross the sum of
1,500 francs in cash; <hecks on deposit for
collection totaling 7,0628.29 franca, and
checks calling for 24,080.35 francs, under
the heading of cash items. This latter sum
represents money made peyable to the
orphan fund but withdrawn from banks
before the checks were prescented. It is
belicved most of this will eventually be paid
into Tns STARS AND STRIPCS Bureau.

Every Centime for Orphans

When Tog STaArs AND STRIPES launched
its campalign 14 months ago, the Red Cross
agreecd to bear the expensc of a bureau em-
powercd to seleet the children and admin-

Continued on Page 3

MASCOT (HUMAN) MUST GO

All mascots—human-~attached to units
in the A.E.F. will be given immediate dis-
charge, and commanding officers of organi-
zutions will take the necessary steps to sce
that such children are at once separated
from thelr organizatlons, .according to G.O.
89, G.H.Q. llascots will not accompany
organizations on any troop movements, and
the 0.0.'s will be held responsible if they
do, the order says.

The new G.O. extends to all mascots,
regardless of nationality—American, Eng~
lish, Fronch or German.

HOME J0BS FOR ALL
WHO FOLLOW RULES

Application Cards te Be Dis-
tributed in Every Unit
Before Sailing

If the men of the A.IL¥. who desire jobs
when they arrive home will do their share
in the job-finding system of the Govern-
ment and -will follow out the instructions
every one will receive before he sails from
France, the Government will be able to
provide work for all who carncstly seci it.

This is the message the United Stales
Employment Service, with the assistance

of the various welfar2 organizations, is
spreading throughout the A.E.}. Agents

of the service in Irance have Jjust com-

pleted a trip from Chaumont to Coblenz
and through the $.0.S., azquainting all
units with the Government's plans, which,
as far as their being carried out on this
side of the ocean, cre simple.

All divisions and separiate units sailing
for home are provided with what are des-
irnated “applicagion for job' cards. It is
compulsory that every man shall fill out
one of these cards, stating whether he
wishes a job or not, and, if he does, the
kind of work desired and where he wants
cnployment.

The men of the 3éth, 28th, 77th and 80th
Divisions have turned in complete flles of
applicalions, and when the applicants reach
their homes the Government slready will
have set in motion the maciiinery to obtain
them employment. The IZmployment Serv-
ice hus completed arrangements to handle
three more divisiond in the embarkation
centers immediately. The cards are being
distribuied by the personnel adjutant of
ench unit,

What the Employment Service 1s endeav-
oring {o impress upon the men of the
ALLF is that they must. not take it for
granted that, once they have signed appli-
cation cards, all they will have to do when
they reach their homes is to sit tight and
wait for the Government to send for them.
They are advised that as soon as they are
mustered out they should repnrt 1o the
nearest Federal Employment Bureau, where
they will find their cases maltters of record.
and in this way help the Employme:nt Serv-
ice to carc for them as soon as possible.

In addition to the work of the (Inited
States Employment Service, many States
at home have cnacted legislation designed
to provide jobs for all returning soldiers,
sailors and Marines.

Scveral States have passed laws provid-
ing for extensive public work on which ce-
mobilized fighters will be employed. Others
have arranged to lend money to men for
land scttlement and other purnoses without
intcrest or security. Still others have
voted generous bonuses for returning sol-
diers and sailors, and practically every
State hasg established its own IEmp’oyment
Bureau to work in conjunction with the
Federal Government.

“HENRY’S PAL TO HENRY”

is In the hands of Field Agents of THE
STARS AND STRIPES In book form,
ready for sale to the A.E.F., It contalns
In neat form, 72 pages and cover, the
letters written by Henry’s Pal and pub-
lished In THE STARS AND STRIPES.

The author Is Sgt. Seth T. Balley, of
THE STARS AND STRIPES staff. The
book Is .

ILLUSTRATED BY WALLY,

THE STARS AND STRIPES’ artist
whose cartoon book reglstered a declded
hit with the A.E.F.

The books wlll be sold in envelopes
ready for malling. Postage ls 3 cents.

THE STARS AND STRIPES will not
accept mall orders for “Henry’s Pal to
Henry," They are being placed on sale
as fast as possible by the agents
throughout the A.E.F. Probably there
Is an agent attached to your Army Post
Offlice.

The price I8 threc francs a copy.

LOAN SUBSCRIPTIONS OVER

Tomorrow is the last day on which sub-
seriptions to the Victory Liberty L.oan will
be accepted from members of the A.E.F.

Final reports on all subscriptions will be
received tomorrow by the Adjutant Gen-
eral, G.H.Q. There has been no attempt at
an organized campaign over here.

RAOATUED C

SUNDAY, WOTRER'S
DAY, WRITING DATE
FOR WHOLE A.E.F.

No Exceptions Granted to
Generals or Cooks—
Everybody’s In

TO RUSH LETTERS HOME

Speedy Delivery' Promised for
Precious Mail in States—C.-in-C.
Urges All to Take Pen in Hand

Sunday, May 11, is Mother's Day—the
sccond and undoubtedly the last Mother's
Day in the AE.T.

Do you remecmber last Mother's Day? It
ralned some, and then the sun came out,
and such a glorious evening it was! Men
died of wounds on that day #nd some were
killed on the batilefleld. Yet some of those
men, despite the fact that they were seri-
ously wounded, found time to scribble a
letter to Mother before they died.

Do you remember how wou, sitting in
your billet or ecramped up in a stuffy dug-
out, assembled all your literary talent for
the greatest letter of your life? In that
letter, which she later wrote was the grent-
est letter she had ever received from any
one (even better than the ones Dad used to
write), you confessed to her that, aiter all,
you were really a mischievous youth i
those days gone by, and that could you
have looked ahead into the future you
would have been a better boy. You also
came right out openly and confessed that
you loved her; you went back into your
past and dug up little unrorgotten things
and told her how sorry you were about
them—how you loved her for passing over
them o lightly in later years, and your
eyes got a little damp when you read the
letter after you had finished it.

But, Gee! it was suome ilelter. You
thought of that letter many a time laler on
while you were waiting for the signal that
would send you bouncing over the top into
the very teeth of those chattering machine
guns. That letter, and the onec Mother
wrote in reply, gave you more courage than
you thought you could ever have. And such
courage sent you through baitles, through
barrages and into enemy-inrcested dugouts,
and you came back alive, though probably
battle-marked. And that courage not only
helped you win your battles, but it hclped
win another battle 3,000 miles away.

To Repay Love and Prayers

So as Mother's Day comes again, just at
the dawn of peace, let the A.IL.I%. celebrate
it by having every soldier write home to
his Mother on that day. The C.-in-C. has
rcquested it. ‘“Thesc letters.” ke says,
“will repay in part the brave women whose
love and praycers have cheered us on to
victory."

If you have suffered the greatest loss
that can come to a man, if vou have no
mother to write to, then send your grect-
ings to the one who is nearest and dearest
to you In all the world and who has done
the most to take her place. Write, If you
will, to your bunkie's mother, telling her
what a2 great scout he is; hcw he cleaned
up a whole platoon of Germans—tell her of
everything he himself is too shy to write

Continued on Page 8

SURPLUS OFFICERS ONLY

Surplus officers who formoriy found their
way to Gondrecourt will now be gathered
with the rest of the homeless at St. Algnan,
according to G.0. 72. G.HH.Q.

This order closed the Gondrecourt Offi-
cers' Replacement Depot on the last of April
and turned the disposition of such person-
nel as remained there on that date over to
Haq., S.0.S.

‘‘Hereafter,’’ the order reade, ‘‘all surplus
officers religved from duty with organiza-
tions In the A.E.F. firat will be sent to the
Firast Replacement Depot at St. Algnan.
Such of these surplus offlocers as are re-
lleved from duty with combat organizations
or who are sent to St. Alsman by orders
from these headquarters will be disposed
of by orders from G.H.Q., unless relensed
thereby to the Commanding General, 8.0.S.,
for disposition.'”

Former

HOW 27TH AND 30TH
HELPED TO PIERCE
HINDENBURG LINE

Second U.S. Corps Had Hard
Nut to Crack in Sector
of St. Quentin Canal

AUSSIES’ PART IN DRIVE

National Guard Outfits
Proved Worth in Somme Coun-
try Under British Command

It is an interesting fact., and one not
without- international significance, that ai-
though the American Expeditionary Forces
were aggressively engaged In the war oniy
from about Jun2 1 until November i1, 1918,
a period of less than five and one-hall
months, there was hardly a portion of the
whole western front on which some part of
these foreces did not see active and very
fmportant serviee. Thus, though the greater
part of the work of the American armies
was done in the region between the Moselle
and the Argonne, which had from the be-
ginning been destined as the prineipal zone
for American operations, the extremely
perilous conditions confronting the Allied
armics from March 21 onward to the mid-
dle of July made it nece ry to <¢mploy
American  divisions wherever they were
most needed at any given moment,

IEven after the initintive passed to the
Allies it seemed wise to use a certain num-
ber of American divisions directly with the
armies of the other Allies rather than 'in
the zone of exclusively Amecerican opera-
tions. The result was that, from first to
last, American troops had expericuce all
along the front line; In the mountainous
districts of the Vosges, the platcaus of the
Champagne, the rolling hills between the
Marne and the Vesle and those between
St. Quentin and Cambral, and on the flat
plains of the low countries in French and
Belgian Flanders, fighting in these several
districts side by side with the troops of
France, England and Belgium.

It was the fortune of the 27th and 30th
Pnited States Divisions, permanently linked
together under the Second United Statles
Army Corps, to spend their enlire period of
active service on the British front and
under British army command. During this
service, in number of great battles fought
and vital successes thereby gained, in cas-
ualtics suffered and losses inflicted upon
the enemy, the 27th and 30th Divislons
made a rccord for themselves worthy to
stand beside that of the best American
firhting units wherever engaged. It was
their privilege with British comrades Lo ex-
perience common struggles and triumphs of
the same sort that other American divi-
sions experienced with French comrades,
and to establish in their zone of activity
that mutual respect and confldence which
wig, during the war as it must continue to

be in the future, the best safeguard of
clvilization.

Of National Guard Origin

The 27th Division arrived in France on
May 10, 1918, and went at once 1o a train-
ing area bchind the British lines. Com-
posed of Nationul CGuard troops of New
York, the division then was and continued
to he commuanded by Maj. Gen. John ¥,
O'Ryan. It consisted of the 53rd and 5ith
Infantry Brigades, the former containing
the 195th and 106th Infantry Regiments
and the 105th Machine Gun Battalion, and
the latter the 107th and 105th Infantry
Regiments and the 106th Machine Gun Bat-
talion. . The division also had the 102nd
Engincer Regiment, the 104th AMachine Gun
Battalion and other speciul troops. The
52nd kield Artillery Brigade, which was the
artillery brigade of the division, was never
with the latter, being in serviee elsewhere,
and the division was always supported in
action by Bri h artillery.

The 30th Division, composed of National
Guard troops from North and South Caro-
lina and Tennessece, arrived in France May
24, It was commanded through Ity active
operations by Maj. Gen. IS, M. Lewis. It
consisted of the §9th and 60th Infantry
Brigades, the former containing the 117th
and 118th Infantry Regiments and the 114th
Machine Gun Battalion, and the latter the
119th and 120th Infantry Regiments and
the 115th Machine Gun I3attalion. The
divigion also had the 105th IEngineer Regi-
ment, the 113th Machine Gun Battalion and
other special troops, but, like the 27th
Division, it had no artillery brigade of its
own. Both divisions received during their
zerviee many thousands of replacements of
selective drait troops from their own and
other states.

The Second United States Army Corps,
under which the 27th and 30th Divisions
operated after the early part of September,

sas orgnnized on Tehruary 22, 1918, and
s commanded throughout by Maj. Gen.
George W. Reed.

In Support of British Line

Before the completion of even the brief
training period which they had expected to
enjoy In France, the two American divi-
slons were transferred to the Sccond DBrit-
Ish Army, under General Plumer, the 27th
being nttached to the Nincteenth Corps and
the 30th to the Second Corps, and both
assigned to the support positions known as
the East and West Poperinghe Defense
Systems, immediately In rear of the Ypres
and Dickebush secetors in Belglum. The
situation on this part of the front at the
time, ecarly in July, was still extremely
critical. as the powerful forces of the Army
Group of Crown Prince Rupprecht of Ba-
varin, which had already In April driven
deeply through the British lines about
Armentidres and captured the commanding
cminence of Mount Kemmel, were daily
expected to begin enother desperate drive
for the capture of the channel ports to the
northwest and the vitally important Be-
thune coal fields to the southwest. Should
the Germans make a successiul beginning
of such a drive and get through the British
front lines, the brunt of the attack would
fall upon the partly trained American divi-
sfons. IFortunately the attack never came,
the cnemy clecting instead to open an
offensive cast and west of Relms and then,
on July 18, at last definitely losing the
initiative In the great counter-attack of
Marshal Foch along the Marne.

But while lying under the observation of
Mount Kemmel and the enemy’'s accurate
artillery fire in July and early August, the
American divisions rapidly became veteran-
ized and ready for any work. After the
imlddle of August they took over front linc
sectors from British divisions, the J0th
Divislon tuking the Canal Sector, from the
southern outskirts of Ypres to Voormezecle,
and the 27th taking the Dickebush sector,
from Voormezccle to a point northwest of
Mount Kemmel.

Owing to the gradual withdrawal of Ger-
man divisions to meet the greect Allied at-
tacks further south, it became possible on
August 31 for tho Seccond British Army to
begin a local ofensive operation which, In
80 far as the American divislons were con-
cerned, resulted on that and the following
day in the 30th Division advencing about

Continued on Page 8

A.EF. HALF WAY
HOME; ALL MAY BE
BY END OF AUGUST

937,070 Yanks Had Returned
by May 4, With Morc
All Ready

NEW TRANSPORTS IN ACTION

Plans for Third Army’s Going by
September 1; Sailings From
Belgian and Duich Ports

The A.E.F. is half way home.

It is certain that with 937,070 of its mem-
bers returned to the States and 1,048,574 re-
mialning in Europe May 4, the half way
milestone will be passed today or tomorrow.

This fact, marking as it does an epoch
in A.J..I. history, is made more impressive
by relinble but unofficial cable dispatches
from Washington to tho effect that Presi-
dent Wilson and the War Uecpartment are
planning the return of the American Army
of Occupation between the signing of the
peace and September 1. This Army of
seven regular Qivisions, about to have its
own Scrvice of Supply established with
headquarters at Antwerp, will undoubtedly
sall for America from {ts own base ports of
Antwerp and Rotterdam.

In the meantime, the achedule to com-
plete the movement of all other divisions to
ports and embarkation centers before the
end of this month, to get them all aboard
ships Lefore June 10 and to break up and
take home the S.0.S. In May, Juune and
July, is going forward with every prospect
of completion.

Ifinal  figures for April show 289,117
Yanks embarked from I'rench ports and
portend the success by an overwhelming

margin of the original troop movement
program.

At Least 315,000 Go This Month

Present estimates call for t..e return of
315,000 from the A.IS.IN. this month, or
67,000 more than the official program prom
ised. If the same measure of success
crowns the embarkation work of Mayv as
that of the past 30 days, the final figures
tor the month should reach 364,000.

Despile the fact that sailings for the first
four days in May slarted the month's pro-
gram off with a handicap, the indications
arc that the month’s goal will be distanced
by.a comfortable margin. The embarkation
of only 15,473 men in these frst four dayvs
represents the low-water mark, merely a
breathing spell between the splendid speed-
up of last month and the even greator task
about to be tackled.

‘The last two wecks of April, with their
huge sailings, in fact practically cleared
the ALE.IV ports of transports. “The boats
are coming, however, and coming with
greatly increased carrying capacity. Cables
from the States announce the departure
the first part of this weck of five of the
German vesscls taken over since the armi-
stice, all of which participated in the April
troop niovement gala, and all of which are
reiurning., made over with their capacities
increased from 30 to 50 per cent, to do thelr
bit In May.

Furthermore, 18 newly "converted cargo
boats arc also scheduled to arrive in A.E.F.
ports during the month.

Nicely tlmed, too, to buoy up the May
schedule. the great German steamer Im-
perator during the past week succeeded In
getting under way from the Elbe and Mon-
day morning put in at Brest. She is ex-
‘pected to sail any day now with 2,500
offlcers and 10,000 men. Thereo will un-
doubtedly now be a race on between the
Imperator and the Leviathan to see which
can carry the miost Yanks home at a trip.

One of the main factors in the success of
the April embarkations was the speeding
up at all the ports both here and in the
States of loading and unloading.

Record Turnaround of Huron

Some especially good work of this kind
was done at Bordeaux last month, when
59,000 men were sent up the gangplank.
One ghip, the Huron, arrived in the port
at 4 p.m., April 26, after having waited off
the point of Verdone for two hours for the
tlde. After remaining in port but 7 hours
and 20 minutes the Huron was headed to-
ward the sea. The ship was loaded with
3,263 oflicers and men in 1 hour and 54
minuteys. Up to this time the record has
been held by the Mcunt Vernon, which
made the complete turnaround at Brest in
ten hours.

The curtaln rising on the stage set for the
AMay homne-going procession finds all the
Amerlean combat dlivisions except the 31st,
88th and 90th and those in the Army of
Occupution, either embarking, on the way
to ng.'-:c ports or In concentration centers
consigned to early convoy. The next ten
days will see these last threc divisions take
the first step toward home. The 90th Divi-
slon is scheduled to move on Brest May 17.
and the 88th and 8lst will put out at about
tha same time to replace the 80th and 36th
Divisions In the Le¢ Mans area.

Rapid Moving of 89th

Mcembers of the §9th Division were the
fortunate homegoers in the Third Army this
week. The first trainload of them started
for Brest Tuesday from their area just
rorth of 'Irier, where Killburg has beer
divisional headquarters. Twenty-one trains
are moving the division, 12 starting from
West Trier, 7 from Eudorf and 4 from Drum.
Three tralns are leaving daily, so that the
divislon will be entirely out of its arca one
week after the beginning of the en-
trainment.

The last trainload of 33rd Divislon troops
moved out of the Third Army area at 10:57
a.m. yesterday. The movement of the divi-
sion wus effected by 25 trains that made an
average tlme of 67% hours to Brest. Today
a large part o the division is salling. Maj.
Gen. George Pell, his staff and the divisional
Lreadyuarters are boirding the Mount Ver-
ron, which by a happy coincidence is the
same ship that brought them to France.
'.[.‘he troop movers at Brest promise a specdy
disposal of this division and the indications
arc that the §0th Division, now moving in,
will only have tlme to say bon jour and
au revolr after its last units arrive.

S.0.8. on the Move Also

In the meantime, plans are well under
way for the hundling of the S.0.S. troops
as the S.0.S. disintegrates. It {s planned
to evacuate all 8.0.S. organizations sta-
tioned oust of 4 line drawn north and south
through Le Mans. These troops are to be
organized into provisional companies and
battalions, and are being relcased from
service as they can be spared in conformity
to _the program outlined of taking 100,000
£.0.8. men home this month, 200,000 in
June and the rest in July.

LIGHTER OUSTS GANGPLANK
AS LAST LINK WITH FRANCE

Everybody in the A.E.F. who is some
hundreds of miles away from the seacoast
has always before him the vision of a gang
plank. He has it all figured out. A gang
plank s the outstanding part of the pt—
ture that his hopes draw for him. Imagi-
ration builds a roomy wharf, firmly at-

tached to an Immovable ocean liner, with
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