
BRITTANY LEAVES
GIVE SCENT OF SEA

TO WEARIED YANKS
Region About St. Malo Most

Accessible to Near-
Homegoers

EATS AND BATHING PLENTY
Amplitude of Entertainment, In-

cluding Many Side Trips to His-
toric Forts and Resorts

Awayout upon that promontoryof north-
western Prance which Is capped by the city
of Brest, there is nestled in a nook of a
"stern and rock-bound coast" a bit of a
C5-ucre town all wrapped up in ten to 20
feet of solid granite wall. It is known to
the world at large as St. Malo, the maritime
Verdun of Prance, but to the A.E.F. It
means the center of the Brittany leave area,
a place to go to and roam carefree and
unrestrained, seven fun-full days to get
Into shipshape before going on the longed-
for Journey westward.

The granite wall and the rugged coast
may sound a bit chilly and uninviting
these bleak days, but the doughboy who
allows himself to pass up a week there is
missing the chance of a lifetime to experi-
ence how* invigorating and inspiring the
mellow, mild air of the most frequented
of French shore resorts can really ho.

The leave area, which It is expected will
be one of the last to close, extends the
length of the famous "Emerald Coast" of
Brittany with its miles of sea wall, its sleep
cliffs. Its broad beaches. Its mysterious
caverns and singing stones. There is a
wealth of historic lore associated with
every mile of the coast line, and a peculiar
fascination to be found in watching the
green of the ocean creep up 45 feet of high
tide upon the rocks of the cliffs or the line
yellow sands of the beaches.

Plenty of Dancing Purtncru
The average A.K.F. pomiisnionnaire.

however. Is not out cn leave to hustle
around like a Cook tourist to sec and he
seen, any more than he is to be fed up on
antiquarian or contemporaneous statistics.
What appeals is the chance to "get out
among ?em.? which Is American for an all
around good time, with lots of dancing.

eata-Tlonteous served otherwise than In a
/.JSssklt, and sleep between clean, white
sheets until such an hour us pleases the
sleeper and not the bugler.

St. Male means all that, plus. Tho sta-
tistics are there in doleful abundance, as
arc bewhiskered old sea-dogs full of hair-
raising tales of siege and sea. But the
center of real life is the spacious Casino
where the Y.M.G.A. is doing everything to
make a leave a memorable thing in the
overseas career of each youth who breezes
In. As the whole vicinity la u vacation
place for the people of France, and these
people have a happy habit of taking their
daughters along with them on vacation,
there is no scarcity of charming young
ladies for dancing partners or companions
on any half dozen of the Interesting boat
trips or overland hikes it is possible to
make.

There arc about a dozen live towns In
the area, all within easy distance of each
other and full of things to see and things
to do. Tho Corsair city of St. Malo is the
center of interest. it came into history
along toward the end of (he sixth century,
when an Irish monk hy tin* name of Mac-
lou (modernized: Malo) who had settled
there with a Celtic friend of his named
Aaron, established what would today tie
called a college. A couple of centuries
Inter, when tin* Normans from the north
came along the coast raising particular
old Harry with the towns that wouldn?t
shell out tho shekels, the citizens of St.
Servan, across the Inlet, tied over to St.
Malo?s rock: and. since digging one?s self
in was not in stylo at that iHuiod, they
followed tho prevailing custom and erected
a wall. Thenceforth, throughout the Mid-
dle Ages, the little burg of St. Malo stood
up for the rights of small peoples to sav
who should he their chief and stick them
for the taxes.

The people are, unite naturally, flsher-
folk, and In their day worked the cod
banks of Newfoundland before the rest of
the world knew they existed. Among their
proud lineup of prominent citizens, the
name of Jacques Cartier, to whom ban
been given the title of ??Discoverer of Can-
ada,? stands out with special tr.lere.si for
tho A.13.F. It Is a unique experience for
any American to make tho tour of the
city ramparts and think of his own homo
town without so much ns a picket fence
to stall off an enemy.

Dinnrd and MU St. Michel Trips
Dinard, quite a fashionable and cosmo-

politan town Just across the bay, la an
ideal seaside resort. It presents a de-
cidedly American appearance in the lay-
out of its streets and houses and the
cleanliness of its trim front yards and
benches. The mystery explains itself when
it Is made known that there is a large
colony of Americans and Knglish owning
property in Dinard and living there the

?;ar through.
??Of tho whole day trips out from St.

"Slate,- -flic one to Mont St. Michel la hy
fur the hiost remarkable. A special train
loaves St. Malo at 9:15 in tho morning and
slowly wends its way through miles of the
lovely and picturesque plains of old I'rit-
tany. At a town called ronlersen it
swerves and heads directly out upon the
broad sandy Hatlands of the hay of St.
Michel. Threading its way on tho thin
dike it comes to a stop under the shadow
of the mighty walls of the fortress-abbey
crowning the 200 feet of sheer rock with
Its own 300 feet of lacc-llke towers and
turreta and butt ressea.

This ancient abbey dates back to tho
early seventh century. It is a wonder spot
of France, a place of pilgrimage for the
religious, a dungeon of horrors for those
who remember Its terrible political his-
tory, which tilled tho death pits of the
middle rock with tho bones of heroic men
whoso main sin was that they were ahead
of their time. A day spent roaming
through tho various rooms and museums
is about as fine a lesson as the doughboy
could get anywhere of -what democracy,
for which ho Is over hero, requires In tho
way of struggle that It may survive.

And the Fish, and Mayonnaise
Any lover of seafood is due for one grand

party in this leave area. Resides the usual
abundance of the freshest of fish, there are
the meatiest lobsters, which fire to be se-
lected ns they promenade across the
restaurant counters, cooked to n turn and
served with a mayonnaise dressing of a
flavor unique. At Cancalo, ft morning's ex-
cursion from St. Male, arc acres upon acres
of oyster bods where the most voracious
of A.E.F. appetites can be readily taken
cure of. Tt is a curious thing to walk
among the beds at low tide, and be hissed
very audibly by several millions of oysters.

Dlnan, 18 miles up the Uancc River,
is a romantic town and is especially inter-
esting us the place where Bertrand dn
Guesclln, a French knight, fought single-
handed an English knight to decide whost»
army should go home victorious. That, to
conclude, would be an economic way of
deciding battles, especially if on one side
were a couple of the ex-Kaiser?s brood
and any Yank on the other.

ALLIES BUY OLD O.D.

Thousands of O.D. uniforms, last seen
by their former wearers as the clothing
was being carted away to a dclousing plant
or salvage heap, have been sold to Poland,
Greater Serbia and Roumania by the
United States Liquidation Commission.

The uniforms were dyed cither black or
blue, and will clothe many Foies, Serbians
and Roumanians who arc In need of suits.

Some Engineer material has been sold to
Poland and a large amount of horseshoe-
ing equipment to Roumania.

HOW THE
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I.bOO yards, taking Lock No. 8 on the
Yprcs Cnnni, Lankhof Farm and the vil-
lage of Voormcsscolo, while the 27th Di-
vision advanced about 2.000 yards, occupy-
ing Viorstraut liidgc and the northern
slopes of Mount Keinmcl, and making some
progress up the eastern side of Wytschaeto
Ridge. To the cast of Yprcs the 14th
British Division made similar progress on
the left of the 30th, while on the right of
the 27th the 34 th British Division gained
substantially toward Mount Kcxnmcl itself.

Having made this promising beginning*
the American divisions were withdrawn
from-the front line between September 3
end 5 and sent to training areas further
south, where they received instruction
particularly in operating offensively in con-
junction with British tanks. Lute In Sep-
tember they were assembled under the
corps command of the Second United
States Corps and the army command of
the Fourth Army Corps, C-eneral Ituwlinson,
and put in the sector fronting the llin-
denburg line positions about midway be-
tween Csmbrai and St. Quentin.

Bead}- far Drive to the Scheldt
The front which they thru occupied was

very nearly Hint which the British hail
held previous to thu German attack of
.March 21 and from which they had been
driven hack nearly to Amiens. Starting In
about August 1 to recover once more that
devastated stretch of the valley of the
?Somme between its junctionwith the Ancro
and St. Quentin, which had been llrsl lost
in 1914, regained in 19IC, and then lost
again In the spring of 1918, with true Brit-
ish doggedness they had jnished on, foot
liy foot, for nearly two months against the
most hitter opposition, until they were
once more occupying ail but the foremost
of their old trendies before the Illnden-
hurg line between St. Quentin and Cam-
leal, wiille between Canihral and Lens the
redoubtable defensive line was already
broken.

The plans for the great offensive Involv-
ing the Allied forces on every front were
now perfect and. as has been previously
pointed onl. Uu; initial attack of Marshal
Male's Lhiti.Mli Annies was to be made on
September 27, the day after the advance
of the First American and Fourth French
Armies on both .sides of thq,Argonne. The
British effort was to an as-
sault by the hirst and Third Armies on n
12-mile front before Cambrai, from Sauchy-
Lestrce to Gouzeaucourt, to be followed
by an extension of tho attack MMiihv/ard
lo St. Quentin by the Fourth British Army
and still south of there by the First French
Army. When Us turn came. General Itavv-
lijison's Fourth Army was to go in on a
front of 12 miles, from Holnon north to
Vendhullle, with the Ninth British Corps
on the right, i*us Second American Corps
in the center, Mippoiied by the Australian
Cor;)?! under General Monash, and the
Thud British Corps on the left.

Australians In Support
Tin: 27th and 30th American Divisions

iclievcd the 18lh and 75th British Divi-
sions in tho front lino on September 2.>.

The attack which they wore to make had
been planned by the Australian Corps,
which had been lighting since August 8
and had pushtul the Germans back from
Villors-Bretonncux to tho I lindenburg line,
and the 3rd and sth Australian Divisions
were to support the Americans closely and
relieve them when the first objectives bad
been obtained.

The portion of tin* ITindenhurg line which
they were to attack was about C.OOO yards
long, the limits of their sector being ap-
proximately determined by the length of
the tunnel of the Scheldt, or St. Quentin,
Canal, and It was perhaps more formid-
able than any other portion of the llinden-
hurg line of like extent. The peculiar
characteristics which gave to the position
its great strength cannot be bettor set
forth than In the concise words of Field
Marshal Sir Douglas Haig in his dispatch
dated December 21, 1 1>)S. lo the British
Secretary of .State for War, Is which lie
u-ported upon the operations of the Bril-
bdi Annies during the final months of the
war. Sir Douglas wrote:

Between St. Quentin and tho village
of Bantonzclle the principal defenses of
the 11 Indcnburg system lie sometimes
to the west, hut more generally to the
east of (he line of the Scheldt Canal.

Tho canal itself does not appear to
haw hern organized mi tin? enemy's
mnin line of resistance, bnl rather as
:m integral pari of a deop defensive
systrm, the outstanding charaoloiislic
of which was the shill with which It
was sited, so aa to deny us olYoctlve
arllllrry ivusltions from which to attack
it. The chief rote of the canal was that
of affording cover to resting troops and
to the gan Isons of the main defensive
trench lint's during a bombardment.
To this end the canal lent itself ad-
mirably, and tho fullest use was made
by the enemy of its possibilities.

The general configuration of the
ground through which this rector of
the. canal runs produces deep outlines
of a depth in places of RO feet, while
between Uolllcoun and tho neighbor-
hood of Vondlmllle the canal passes
thiough a tunnel for a distance of
fi.OOO yards. In tho sides of tho cut-
tings the enemy had constructed nu-
merous tunneled dugouta and concrete
shelters, /-long the top edge of them
he had concealed well-sited concrete
or armored machine gun emplacements.

The tunnel itself was used to provide
living accommodations for troops and
was connected hy shafts with the
trenches above. South of Relllcourl
the canal cutting gradually becomes
shallow, till at Rellengltso tho canal
lies almost at ground level. South of
Itellengllse (he canal is dry.

On the western side of the canal
south of Rolllcourt two thoroughly or-
ganized and extremely heavily wired
lines of continuous! trench run roughly
parallel to tho canal, nl average (Ins-
tances from it of 2,000 and 1.000 yards
respectively. ISxoopt in the tunnel sec-
tor the double line of trenches known
n.s tlu» llimlcnhurg lino proper lies Im-
mediately oftnt of the c:\nnl and Is
linUed up by numerous communication
trenches with the trench lines west
of It.

Resides those main features, numer-
ous other trench linos, switch trenches
and communication trenches, for the
most part heavily wired, had been con-
structed at various points to meet local
weaknesses or take advantage of local
command of fire. At a distance of
about 4,000 yards behind the most
easterly of those trench lines lies ft
second double row of trenches known
as the Bcaurovoir-Fonsoinmo lino, very
thoroughly wired and holding numerous
concrete shelters and machine gun em-
placements. The whole series of de-
fenses, with the numerous defended vil-
lages contained in It, formed a boll of
country varying from 7.000 to 10.000
yards in depth, organized by- the em-
ployment of every available moans Into
a most powerful system, well meriting
the great reputation attached to it.

I'.S. Heavy Tanks In Play
It was upon llio center of these tremen-

dous positions thnt the 27th and 30th
American Divisions were now to bo cnllcd
upon to exert their strength. They were
splendidly supported by the divisional ar-
tillery. "the Don AcUs!," of the llvo Aus-tralian divisions, totaling 438 guns, largely
4.2-incb Howitzers; by tbe Third Austra-
lian Air Squadron; by parts of the 3rd and
nth Tank Brigades, which Included, In- the
sector of the 271 h Division, the 301st Amer-ican Tank Battalion, the only' American
heavy tank unit on the Western front, and
hy other tactical units of British troops,
bringing the total up to over 22.000, in ad-
dition to the two Australian Infantry di-
visions. Opposite the 30th Division, the
enemy?s line was held hy the LXXVUi Re-
serve and the CLXXXVth Divisions of the
German army, while the 27th appears tohave been opposed by portions of those
divisions as well, as by parts of the Ilnd
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27TH AND 30TH HELPED IN PIERCING THE HINDENBURG UNE

ilie support battalions bavin# the definite
mission or mopping up the Hindenburg
(.ranchos, the canal tunnel and the village
of Hellicourt. The 117th Infantry, following
behind the 120th, was to deploy facing
southeast after crossing the tunnel in order
to assist the progress of the -10th British
Division on the right by enfilading the
enemy's position along the canal cutting
toward Bollenglise and to protect the de-
ployment of the nth Australian Division,
which was to relieve the Both American
immediately after the latter hud gained Its
objective's.

The 27tli Division went In with the 108th
Infantry on the right and the 107th on the
left, two battalions of each regiment In
front line and one In support. One bat-
talion of the lOCth Infantry followed the
107th to assist In mopping up the Hindcn-
Imrg trenches, the canal tunnel and its
north entrance, while the 105th Infantry,
following still further behind, was to face
to the north after crossing the canal tun-
nel and jjrotcct the left flank of the corps
in that direction as the 117th Infantrywas
to do at the other end of the tunnel. Two
battalions of the lOCth Infantry, which had
suffered considerably in the preliminary

fortunate still, to pass machine gun nests
and strong points without. seeing and de-
stroying them.

Many of these- places appear to have
been connected with the canal tunnel by
the lateral passages previously mentioned
and to have been heavily reinforced
through these passages after the first
waves of the attack had gone by. Conse-
quently, a little later when the mopping-
up and support units arrived in the clear-
ing fog, they met a resistance stronger
and more effective than had been encoun-
tered by the troops in advance. ?

Tlie front of the 30lh Division went for-
ward, on the whole, rapidlyand with com-
paratively slight losses. Although, owing
to the obscurity and loss of liaison, the
advance and the fighting was soon being
carried on chiefly by small groups of men,
they accomplished their purpose, crossing
the three trench linos of the Hindcnburg
system, taking the "town of Bellicourt, the
village of Requeval and the canal entrance
by it and a little later reaching and con-
quering the division objective, Nauroy,
together with the outlying hamlet of 13trl-
court and Guillainc and Itiquoval Farms.
Nauroy and Etricourt were beyond the
first Gorman support lino running cast of
the canal from Do Catolet to Lchaucourt.
and when the 120th Infantry occupied them
It had advanced a distance of 4,200 yards
from Its jumping-off trenches and had
pierced all but the last of the three Ger-
man trench systems.

To the right of the 120th Infantry the
46th British Division also had advancedbrilliantly, crossing the steep banks of the
open canal and taking Bcllonglisc. The
119th Infantry was unable to get as far as
the 120th, being under the necessity of re-
fusing Its flank approximately to the crest
of the canal tunnel ridge in order to main-
tain contact with the 27th Division, which
was having a much harder time In the
north half of the Second Corps? sector.
Though the 30th had experienced trouble
In mopping up behind Its advance, the
work had finally been accomplished, 47
German officers and 1,434 enlisted men
being captured during the whole opera-
tion, and late In the afternoon the stb
Australian Division passed through and
took over the front linn, many of the iso-
lated groups of Americans' remaining with
the relieving troops until sometime during
the following night.

Mopping Up Process Difficult
The 27th Division from the start suf-

fered much more severely than its running
mate. Though the., front lino progressed
satisfactorily for some time, its troops
being early reported in both Bony and Le
Catelot, I lie two reserve regiments and
the 3rd Australian Division following, en-
countered violent machine gun opposition
upon practically the very line from which

the attack had started. They -wore obliged
to deploy and engage -with all their en-
ergy in mopping up tho machine gun nests
and tunnel entrances from which literally
"oozed up? during the fighting as many,
it was estimated, as two full German di-
visions.

Either sufficient forces had not been de-
tailed In the first place for tho mopping up
or else, which is more probable, tho en-
emy?s arrangements for infiltration were
too elaborate to bo dealt with by the or-dinary methods. But, at all events, theresult was that the battalion of the 107th
Infantry which had gotten into Do Catolet,
on the left, was completely cut off for a
time, while tho battalion of the 108th,which had occupied the Hindcnburg line
south of Bony, retained its position only
with the utmost difficulty until it wasfinally joined by the advancing Australians.
It took tho latter ' four days of hardfighting to finish the reduction of the Hin-

denburg works and tho canal tunnel in
this sector and to occupy securely I,e Cato-let and Gouy, although the 27tb Divisionhad already lost about 4,000 men in theinitial attack and had taken about 1,530prisoners. Tho command of the sectorpassed to Major General Gcllibrand. 3rdAustralian Division, shortly after mid-night that night, though approximately
1,000 men of the 27th Division remainedwith the Australians throughout tho nextday and partclpated In their hard fight-
ing.

Both the 27th and 30th Divisions nowwent back to the Peronnc area for replace-
ments, the former being about 5.500 understrength. But not many replacements
were available, and when it became neces-sary to relievo the Australian corps, tho
Second American Corps took over with
only the 30th Division In lino. This relief
was effected on the night of October 4-5on a front just cast of Montbrebain, about
four miles beyond Nauroy. This distancethe Australians had gained in their fivedays of fighting, during which they hadbroken the third and last Gorman trench
system.

All Set for Crossing 1 Selle
The 30th Division sector was now aboutthroe miles wide and the direction of ad-vance lay northeastward across rolling

country toward the Sambro Canal and
river. Just southeast of Le Catoau andabout 15 miles distant, h, The Germanscould no longer oppose trench systems tothe advance, but they might be expected
to offer strong machine gun resistance atvillages and farms, while a good line fortemporary defense existed at the SelleRiver, about nine miles from Montbrchain.The initial effort, therefore, was directed
to reaching and crossing the Selle. This
operation will be described in next week'sarticle.
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Guard CCXXXIInd, UVth and CXXlst Di-
visions.

Before being relieved, the 38th and 75th
British Divisions had been unable to clean
up all of the old British outpost positions
which had been designated in tho plans as
the jumping-off lint* for the main attack.
Tins was especially true on the left, so.
on the morning of September 27, under
cover of the tremendous bombardment
which was then opened and continued for
two days by all the artillery of the Fourth
Army on the main Ilindenburg positions,
the lOCth Infantry of the 27th Division at-
tacked the enemy stiong points at the
Knoll. Gulllomont F:mn and Quennemont
Farm, in tho Immediate front of the di-
vision. Tho positions were (raptured hut
wore found very hard lo hold, ns machine
guns and gunners were apparently fed up
into them from the main canal tunnel, and
when the 5-Uh Brigade look over the front,
line that night, Germans were still found
making vigorous resistance around those
points.

Attack on Illdgo Goes Forward
Nevertheless, at 5:50 on the morning of

the 29th. In the midst of a heavy fog, under
an intcn.se barrage of high explosive, gas
and smoke .shells, and accompanied by
numerous tanks, the attack went off and up
the long, open slopes toward the blazing
German trenches and the red brick ruins of
MelMcourt and Bony on the canal tunnel
ildge. Tho 20th Division went forward with
(lie 120th Infantry on the right ancL the
noth on the left, each regiment withMwo
battalions in front line and one in support,
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THE STARS AND STRIPES,

attack on September 27, formed the
vision reserve.

Fog Both Helps and Hinders
The fog proved in some respects an aid

and In others a hindrance. It concealed
the attacking troops from the enemy and
prevented the accurate fire which, had the
weather been clear, might very possibly
have stopped the advance and driven ithack in front of the broad and only par-
tially demolished wire entanglements. But
it also soon caused t?ie units to lose di-
rection and contact with one another, and
to advance more slowly; and, more tin-
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