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" GIVE SCENT OF SEA

T0 WEARIED YANKS

Region About St. Malo Most
Accessible to Near-
Homegoers

EATS AND BATHING PLENTY

Amplitude of Entertainment, In-
cluding Many Side Trips to His-
toric Forts and Resorts

Away out upon that promontory of north-
western France which Is capped by the clty
of Drest, therc is nestled in a nook of 2
“stern and rock-bound coast” a bit of a
65-acre town all wrapped up fn ten to 20
fcet of solid granite wall. It is known to
the world at large as $t. Malo, the maritime
Verdun of France, but to the AE.F. it
means the center of the Drittany leave area,
a place to go to and roam curefree and
unrestrained, seven fun-full days to get
into shipshape before going on the longed-
for Journcy westward.

The granite wall and the rugged coast
may sound a bit chilly and uninviting
these bleuk days, but the doughbqy who
allows himself to pass up a week there is
missing the chitnce of a lifetime to.cxperl-
ence how invigorating and inspiring the
mellow, mild air of the most frequented
of French shore resorts can reaily be.

The leave area, which It i3 expected will
be one of the last to close, extends the
length of the famous *“Emcrald Coast” of
Brittany with its miles of sea wall, 1ty steep
clifts, ity broad bheaches, its mysterious
caverns and singing stones, There Is a
wealth of historic lore assoclated with
every mile of the const line, and a peculiar
fascination to be found in watching the
green of the ocean creep up 45 fecet of high
tide upon the rocks of the cliffa or the tine
yeliow sands of the beaches,

Plenty of Dancicg Partners

avernge AL, permissionnaire,
is not out on leave Lo hustle
tourist to see and he
seen, any more than he I8 to be fed up on
antiquarian or contemporancous statistics.
What appeals s the chance to “get out
among ‘vm,’” which s American for an all
around good time, with lots of dnncingg,

The
however,

. eatg--plentevuy served otherwise than in o

A mLsski,

and sleep between clean, while
shecets until such an hour as plenses the
Bleeper and not the bhugler,

St. Malo means all that, plus. ‘The sta-
tistics arve there In doleful abundance, as
are bewhiskered old sea-dogs full of hnir-
rajsing tales of siege and sen. But the
center of real life is the spaclous Casino

. where the Y.M.C.AL 13 doing everything to
make a leave a memorable thing In the
oversgens carcer of ¢uch youth who breezes
In. As the whole viclnity 1s n vineation
plance for the peopte of IFFrance, and these
people have n happy habit of taking thelr
daughtersg along with them on vacation,
there 18 no scarcity of charmmng young
ladies for dancing partners or companions
on any half dozen of the interesting boat
trips or overland hikes it Is posgsible to
make.

There are about a dozen live towns In
the area, all within ensy distance of ceach
other and full of things to sce and things
to do. ‘I'he Corsulr city of St. Malo is the
center of interest. It came into hlstory
along toward the end of the sixth century,
when an Irish monk by the name of Mac-
lou (modernized: Malo) who had settled
there with a Celtic friend of his named
Aaron, estnblished what would today ne
called n college. A couple of centurles
later, when the Normans from the north
came along the coast ralsing partlculnr
-old Harry with the towns that wouldn't
shell out the shekels, the citizens of St
Servan, '‘across the inlet, fled over to St
Malo’s rock: und, since diguing one's self
fin was not In =tyle at that period, they
followed the prevalling custom and erceted
n wall. Thenceforth, throughout the Mid-
dle Ages, the little burg of St. Malo stood
up for the rights of small peoples to say
who should be thelr chier and stick thaemn

for the taxes,
The people are, quite naturaliy, fisher-
foltk, and in thelr day worlted the cod

banks of Newfoundlund hefore the rest of
the world knew they existed. Among thelr

proud lineup of prominent citizens, the
name of Jacques Cartier, to whom haa
been given the titie of “"Discoverer o

Can-
ada,” stands out with special Interest for
the AL, It Is o unique experience for
any Amecerienn to make the tour of the
city ramparts and think of his own home
town without so much as a picket fence
to stall off an ¢nemy.

Dinard and Mt. St. Michel Trips

Dinard, quite a fashionable and cosmo-
politan town Just across the bay, ia an
fdeal scaside resort. 1t presents a de-
cidedly American appearance in the lay-
out of {ts streets and houses and the
cleanliness of its trim front yards and
beaches, The mystery explalnsg ituelf when
it Is muade known that there {8 n large
colony of Americans and Bnglish owning
property in Dinard and living there the
sar through.

! - 0Of the whole day ftrips out from St.
"Mafo. ~the one to Mont St. Michel iy by
for the nost remarkable. A gpecial train
leaves St. Malo at 9:15 in the morning and
siowly wends its way through miles of the
lovely and picturesque plains of old 13rit-
tany. At a town called Pontersen it
swerves and heads directly out upon the
broad sandy flatlands of the bay of St.
Michel. Threading its way on the thin
dike it comes to a stop under the shadow
of the mighty walls of the fortress-abbey
crowning the 200 feet of sheer rock with
its own 300 fect of lace-like towers and
turrets and buttresses.

This anclent abhey
early seventh century. It is a wonder spot
of France, a place of pligrimage for the
religious, a dungeon of horrory for those
who remember its terrible political his-
tory, ‘which fliled the death pits of the
middle rock with the hones of heroic men
whose main sin was that they were sthead
of their time. A day spent roaming
through the various rooms and museums
is about as fine a lesson as the doughboy
could get anywhere of what democracy,
for which he i1 over here, requires In the
way of struggle that it may survive,

dates back to the

And the Fish, and Mayonnalise

Any lover of seafood Is duce for one grand
party in this leave area. Besides the usual
abundance of the freshest of fish, there are
the meatiest lobsters, which are to be se-
lected as  they promenade across  the
restaurant counters, cooked to a turn and
served with a mayonnaise dressing of a
flavor unique. At Cancale, a morning's ex-
cursion from St. Malo, are acres upon acres
of oyster beds where the most voracious

of AE.T. appetites can bhe readily taken
cure of. It is a curious thing to walk

among the beds at low tide. and be hissed
very audibly by several millions of ovsters,
Dinan, 18 miles up the Rance River,
i3 a romantic town and is espccially inter-
esting as the place where Bertrand dn
QGuesclin, o French knipht, fought single-
handed an English knight to decide whosw
army should go home victorious, That, to
conclude, would be an economic way of
deciding battles, especially if on one side
were a couple of the ex-Kafser's brood
and any Yank on the other. .

ALLIES BUY OLD O.D.

Thousands of O.D. uniforms, last secn
by their former =wwearers as the clothing
was being carted away to o delousing plant
or salvage heap, have been sold to Polang,
Greater Serbia and Roumania by the
United States Liquldation Commission.

The uniforms were dyed cither black or
blue, and will clothe many Poles, Serblans
and Roumanians who are in neced of suits.

Some Engineer material has been sold to

. Poland and a large amount of horseshoc-

~ ing equpment to Roumanla.

Continued from Page 1

1,500 yards, taking Lock No. 8 on the
Ypres Cana!, Lankhof Farm and the vil-
lage of Voormezeele, while the 27th Di-
vision advanced about 2,000 yards, occupy-
ing Vierstraat Ridge and the northern
slopes of Mount Kemmel, and making some
progress up the castern side of Wytschacte
Ridge. To the e¢ast of Ypres the 14th
DBritish Divilsion made similar progress on
the left of the 30th, while on the right of
the 27th the 34th British Division gained
substantially toward Mount Kemmel itself.

Having made this promising beginning,
the Amecrican divisions were withdrawn
from -the front line between September 3
and 5 and sent to tralning areas further
south, where they recelved Instructlon
partleularly in operuting offensively in con-
Junction with British tanks. Late {n Sep-
tember they were assembled under the
corps command of the Sccond United
States Corps and the urmy command of
the Fourth Army Corps, Ceneral Rawlingon,
and put in the sector fronting the 1Hin-
denburg line positions about midway be-
tween Cambral and St. Quentin,

Ready for Drive to the Scheldt

The front which they then occupied was
very nearly that which the British had
held previous to the German attack of
March 21 and from which they had been
driven back nearly to Amicnsg, Starting In
about August 1 to recover once more that
devastated stretch of the valley of the
Somme between it junction with the Ancre
and St. Quentin, which had been first lost
in 1914, regained fn 1916, and then lost
agaln In the spring of 1918, with true Brit-
ish doggedness they had pushed on, foot
by foot, for nearly two months against the
most bitter opposition, until they were
once more occupying all but the foremost
of their old trenches before the lHinden-
burg line between St Quentin and Cam-
heal, while between Cambral and Lens the
redoubtable defensive line was  already
broken,
‘The plans for the grent offengive involy-
ing the Allied forces on cvery front were
now perfect and, og has been previously
polnted out, the inftial attack of Marshal
Halg's British Armles wias to be made on

September 27, the day after the advance
uf the First Amecerican and Fourth French
Armies on both sides of the, ne. The
Britlsh cffort was to begin@agith nn as-
sault by the First and Thlrd Armics on a
13-mile front hefore Cambrai, from Sauchy-
Lestree to Gouzeaucourt, to he foil
by an extension of the attack sout
to St. Quentin by the Fourth Brius
and still south of there by the Iir
Army. When fts turn came, General Ruw-

I n's Fourth Arnny was to go In on u
front of 12 mlles, from Holnon north to

Vendhullle, with the Ninth Britlsh Corps
on the right, (he Second Ameriean Corps
in the center, suppumried by the Australian
Corgrs under  General Monash, and  the
Thid Britush Corps on the left

Australlang In Support

The 2Tth and 20th Amerienn Divisions
tehieved the 18th and 7ith DBritish  Divl-
stong In the front line on September 25,
‘The attack which they were to make had
been planned by the Australlan Corps,
which had teen fighting since August 8
and had pugshed the Germans back from
Villers-Bretonneux to the Hindenburg line,
and the 3rd and S5th Australian Divisions
were to support the Americans closely and
relfeve them when the first objectives had
been obtained.

The portion of the Hindenburg line which
they were to attack was about 6,000 yards
longz, the Nmits of thelr scctor belng ap-
proximately determined by the length of
the tunnel of the Scheldt, or St. Quentin,
Canal, and 1t was perhaps more formid-
able than any other portion of the MHinden-
burg line of MNke extent. ‘The peculiar
charncteristics which gnve to the position
it great strength cannot be better set
forth than In the concise words of Field
Marshal Sir Douglas Haig in bhis dispatch
dated December 21, 1818, to the British
Secretary of State for War, 18 which he
reported upon the operations of the Brit-
ish Armies during the final months of the
war.  Sir Douglas wrote:

RBetween St Quentin and the villnge
of Bantonzele the principal defenses of
the Hindenburg system e sometimes
to the west, but more generally to the
east of the line of the Scheldt Canall

‘The canal iteelf does not appear to
have been organized ag the enemy's
main line of resistance, but rather as
an integral part of a deep defensive
systom, the outstanding characleristic
of which wag the skill with which 1t
was stted, w0 a8 to deny us effective
artillery positions from which to attack
ft. ‘T'he chief role of the canal was that
of afrording cover to resting troops and
to the paririsons of the main defensive
trench lines during a bombardment.
To this end the eanal lent itsell ad-
mirably, and the fullest use was made
by the enemy of its possibilities.

The xgeneral configuration of the
ground through which this sector of
the canal runs produces deep cuttings
of n depth In places of 60 feet, while
between Bellicourt and the nelghbor-
hood of Vendhullle the canal passes
thiough a tunrel for a  distance of
6.000 yards, In the sldes of the cut-
tings the enemy had constructed nu-
merous tunneled dugouts and concrete
shelters,  Along the top edpe of them
he had conceirled well-sited concrete
or armored machine gun emplacements,

The tunnel itself was used to provide
living accommodations for troops -and
was  connected by shafts with  the
trenches above, South of DBellicourt
the canad cutting  graduaally  becomes
shatow, tlH at Bellenglise the canal
Ites almost at ground level,  South of
Bellenglise the canal is dry.

On the western side of the canal
south of Belllcourt two thoroughly or-
ranized and extremely heavily wired
lines of continuous trench run roughly
parallel to the cansl, at average dis-
tances from it of 2,000 and 1,000 yards
respectively. Exceept in the tunnel see-
tor the double line of trenches known
ns the Hindenbhurg line proper lles im-
medintely  east of the canal and s
linked up by numerous communication
trenches with the trench lines west
of it.

Besldes these maln features, numer-
oug other trench lines, switch trenches
and communication trenches, for the
most part heavily wired. had been con-
structed at varlous points 10 meet local
wenknesses or take advantage of local
command of flre. At a distance of
about 4,000 yards behind the most
easterly of these trench lines lies a
second double row of trenches known
ayg the Beaurevoir-Fonsomme line, very
thoroughly whred and holding numerous
concrete shelters and machine gun em-
placements.  The whole series of Je-
fenses, with the numerous defended vil-
Iages contained in {t, formed a belt of
country varyving from 7.000 to 10,000
vards in depth, orzanized by. the em-
ployment of cvery available means into
a most powerful system, well meriting
the great reputation attached to it.

U.S. Heavy Tanks in Play

It was upon the center of these tremen-
dous  positions that the 27th and 30th
Americun Divisions were now to be ealled
upon to exert thelr strength. They were
splendidly supported by the divisional ar-
tillery, ““the Don Acks,” of the flve Ausg-
tralian divisions, totallng 438 guns, largely
4.2-inch Howitzers; by the Third Austra-
Han Afr Squadron; by parts of the 3rd and
Hth Tank Brigades, which included, in- the
sector of the 27th Division, the 301st Amer-
ican Tank Battallon, the only® American
heavy tank unit on the Western front, and
hy other tactical units of British troops.
bringing the total up to over 22.000, in ad-
dition to the two Australian Infantry di-
visions. Opposite the 30th Division, the
cenemy’s line was held by the LXXVth Re-
serve and the CLXXXVth Divisions of the
German army, while the 27th appears to
have been opposed by portions of these

divisions as wel)l as by parts of the IInd
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Guard CCXXXIiInd, LIVth and CXXlIst Di-
visions,

Before being relfeved, the I18th and 75th
British Divisions had been unable to clean
up ull of the old British outpost positions
which had been designated in the plans as
the Sumping-off line for the main attack.
Tals was especlally true on the left, so,
on the morning of Scptember 27, under
cover of the tremendous bombardment
which was then opencd and continued for
two days by all the artillery of the Fourth
Army on the main Iindenburg positions,
the 106th Infantry of the 27th Division at-
tacked the enemy stiong points at the
Knoll, Guillemont ¥Farm and Quenncemont
Farm, {n the imme te front of the di~
vision. The positions were captured but
were found very hard to hold, 28 machine
suns and gunners were apparently fed aup
into them from the main canal tunnel, and
when the 54th Brigade tooic over the front
line that night, Germans were still found
making vigorous resistance around those
points.

Attack on Ridge Goes Forward

Nevertheless, at 5:50 on the morning of
the 29th, in the midst of a heavy fog, under
an intense barrage of high explosive, gas
and smoke shells, and accompanied by
numerous tanks, the attack went off and up
the long, open slopes toward the blazing
German  trenches and  the red brick ruins of
elllcourt and Rony on the canal tunnel
tidge. The 30th Division went forward with
the 120th Infantry on the right und“ the
119th on the lefi, esch reziment with' two
battalions fn front hne and one in support,

the support battalions having the dcfinite
mission of mopping up the Hindenburg
trenches, the canal tunncl and the village
of Bellicourt. The 117th Infantry, following
behind the 120th, was to deploy facing
southeast after crossing the tunne! in order
to assist the progress of the 46th RBritish
Division on the right by enfilading the
cenemy’s position along the canal cutting
toward Bellenglise and to protect the de-
ployment of the 5th Australian Division,
which was to rvelieve the 30th American
immediately after the latter had gained its
objectives.

The 27th Division went in with the 108th
Infantry on the right and the 107th on the
left, two bhattalions of each regiment In
front line and one in support. One bat-
talion of the 106th Infantry followed the
107th to assist in mopping up the Hinden-
burg trenches, the canal tunnel and its
north entrance, while the 105th Infantry,
following still further behind, was to face
to the north after crossing the canal tun-
nel and protect the left flank of the corps
in that dircection as the 117th Infantry was
to do at the other end of the tunnel. Two
battalions of the 106th Infantry, which had
suffered considerably in the preliminary
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Fog Both Melps and Hinders

The fog proved in some respects an
and in others a hindrance.
the attacking troops from the enemy
prevented the accurate fire which, had
weather been clear, might very

have stopped the advance and driven
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tially demolished wire entanglements.

it also soon caused the units to lose
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fortunate still, to pass machine gun nests
and strong points without. secing and de-
stroying them. ) .

Many of these. places appear to have
been connpected with the canal tunnel by
the lateral passages previously mentioned
and to have been heavily reinforced
through these passages after the first
waves of the attack had gone by, Conse-
quently, a little later when the mopping-
up and support units arrived in the clear-
ing fog, they met o resistance stronger
and more effective than had been cncoun-
tered by the troops in advance. -

The front of the 30th Division went for-
ward, on the whole, rapidly and with com-
paratively slight losses. Although, owing
to the obscurity and loss of liaison, the
advance and the fighting was soon being
carried on chiefly by small groups of men,
they accomplished their purpose, crossing
the three trench Ilnes of the Hindenburg
system, taking the town of Bellicourt, the
village of Requeval and the canal entrance
by it and a little later reaching and con-
quering the division objective, Nauroy,
together with the outlying hamilet of IStri-

.court and Guillaine and Riqueval Farms,

Nauroy and Etricourt were beyond the
first German support line running east of
the canal from Le Catclet to Lechaucourt,
and when the 120th Infantry occupied them
it had advanced a distance of 4,200 yards
from {ts jumping-off trenches and had
pierced all but the last of the three Ger-
man trcnch systems.

To the right of the 120ih Infantry the
46th British Division also had advanced
brilliantly, crossing the steep banks of the
opcn canal and taking DBellenglise. The
119th Infantry was unable to get as far as
the 120th, being under the necessity of re-
fusing its flank approximately to the crest
of the canal tunnel ridge in order to main-
tain contact with the 27th Division, which
was having a much harder time in the
north half of the Sccond Corps’ sector.
Though the 30th had expericnced trouble
in mopping up behind its advance, the
worlke had finally been accomplished, 47
CGerman officers and 1,434 enlisted men
being captured during the whole opera-
tion, and late In the afternoon the 5th
Australian Division passed through and
took over the front line, many of the iso-
lated groups of Americans remaining with
the relieving troops until sometime during
ihe following night.

" Mopping Up Process Diificult

The 27th Division from the start suf-
fered much more severely than its running
mate. Though the.front line progressed
satisfactorily for some time, its troops
being carly reported in hoth Bony and Le
Catelet, the two reserve regiments and
the 3rd Australian Division following, en-
countered violent machine gun opposition
upon practically the very line from which

the attack had started. They were obliged
to deploy and cngage with all their ene
ergy in mopping up the machine gun nests
and tunnel entrances from which literally
“0ozed up” during the fighting as many,
it was estimated, as two full German di-
visions.

"Either sufficient forces had not been de-

tailed in the first place for the mopping up
or clse, which i3 more probable, the en-
emy’s arrangements for infiltration were
too claborate to be dealt with by the or-
dinary methods. But, at all events, the
result was that the batialion of the 107th
Infantry which had gotten into Le Catelet,
on the left, was completely cut off for a
time, while the battalion of the 108tih,
which had occupied the Hindenburg line
south of Bony, rctained its position only
with the utmost difllculty until it was
finally joined by the advancing Australians.

It took thec latter four days of hard
fighting to finish the reduction of the ‘Hin~
depburg works and the canal tunnel in
this sector and to occupy sccurcly I.e Cate-
let and@ Gouy, although the 27th Division
pa_d_ already lost about 4,000 men in the
initial attack and had taken about 1,530
prisoners. The command of the sector
passed to Major General Gellibrand, 3rd
Australian Division, shortly after mid-
night that night, though approximately
1,000 men of the 27th Division remained
with the Australians throughout the next
;Iay and parteipated fn their hard fight-
ng.

Both the 27th and 30th Divisions now
went back to the Peronne area for replace-
ments, the fermer being about 5,600 under
strength. But not many replacements
were avallable, and when it became neces-
sary to relicve the Australian corps, the
Second American Corps took over with
only the 30th Division In line. This relief
was cffected on the night of Qctober 4-5
on & front just cast of Montbrebain, about
four miles beyond Nauroy. This distance
the Australians had gained in their flve
days of fighting, during which they had
broken the third and last German trench
system.

All Set for Crossing Selle

The 30th Division sector was now about
threce miles wide and the direction of ad-
vance lay northeastward across rolling
country toward the Sambre Canal and
river, just southeast of Le Cateau and
about 15 miles distant. ‘The Germauans
could no longer oppose trénch systems to
the advance, but they might be cxpected
to offer strong machine gun, resistance at
villages and farms, while a good line for
temporary defense existed at the Selle
River, about nine miles from Monthrehain.
The Initial cffort, thercfore, was dirceted °
to reaching and crossing the Selle.  This
oneration will be desceribed in next weelk's
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