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La Rochelle and La Pallice
Know Only Strays
and M.P.s

ENGINEER SHOP CLOSES TGO

Bordeaux Will Follow on July 10,
Shutting Off Two of A.E.F.s.
Main Supply Arteries

Quiet now reigns at T.a Rochelle and La
Pallice, wherc for 20 months soldiers toiled
in overalls day and night on the decks and
in the holds of ¢hips and on docks and
shifting freight cars, so that the AEI.
might never go hungry and that guns and
munitions might never fail on the spread-
ing firing linecs.

The shops and docks and warchouses
have been turned over to the ¥rench Gov-
ermnment, and the Americahs who worked
in them have gone home. Stillness holds
the shops which a few months ago roared
and throbbed with activity. Where hun-
dreds of men in 0.D. and overalls swarmed
through the narrow, ancient streets and
quays of La Rochelle, ‘there now walks a
solitary M., -pauollmp; a lonely beat.

Base S‘ccnon No. 7. which includes La
Rochelle and ILa Pallice, closed officially
April 25, and the few remaining operations
of cleaning up the base and the loading of
material on ships has been taken over by
Base Scction No. 2, of which I3ordcaux is

the headquarters city.

Some A.E.F. Patrinrchs

In the camp at La Pallice there are still
stationed onc or two companies of Marines,
one little Signal Cerps detachment and
some labor units. Among the Signal Corps
men are several three-stripers, who will
be due for a fourth stripe in a few weeks,
Venerable patriarchs of the .. L1, these
men were some of the first to come over,
and to them fell the duty of siringing ail
telephone and telegraph lines from  the-
bases up to thie various points on the front,
long before combat troops bhegan Lo arrive.
Their occupation now gone, Lhese vet-
erans, patiently waiting in the hall for-
gotten barracks of l.n Palice to be sent
home or to die of old age, still gather in
little groups and talk of the old days,
“way back in '17."”

When the pioncers of the A, came
over during the summer and fall of 1917
to look for ports of debarkation for Amer-
ican troops and Quariermaster supplies,
I.a Rochelle was one of the first places to
be sclected, and became one of the main
feeders of the big distribution point at’
Gidvres. Out at La Pallice, where decep
water facilities for handling blg ships were
right on hand, the American Engincers
were immediately set at work construct-
ing docks and warchouses, and even be-
fore they were completed thousands of
tons of Quartermaster supplies and Ord-
nance cquipment began to pour in without
a single let up until the signing of the
armistice.

S.0.8’s Main Props

Because of the lack of space and accom-
modations for large numbers of troops
only a few combal units were landed at La
Rochelle, most of the divisions landing at
the northern ports. 1t has simply been
one of the main props of the §.0.8., han-
dling only food supplics, clothing
equipment. X

But this is not all. ILa Rochelle is the!
French railroad terminal for trains run-
ning to PParis, and in conscquence pos-
sesses large railroad yards and trackage.!
This fact was immediately token advan-’
tage of by the Engineering Depiartment of |
the Army, and large shops for the assem-’
bling of freight cars and locomotives were
crected at once. As many as_ 25 freight
cars per day bhave been turned out from
these shops. .s fust as the car ‘trucks
and parts were received, they were as-
sembled and the cars run down to the
docks where they were loaded with sup-
plies and rushed up to the front.

The next port of embarkation to close
will be Bordeaux, which is scheduled to
shut up shop on July 10. When this port
closes all of the men in Base Section No.
2, which includes the remains of Base
Section No. 7, will be scnt home. This
will be the finale of two of the big mouths
through which the A.INF. was fed.

DATES FOR ALL YANKS

Doubting Thomases back home will have
the doubts wiped off their faces in cass
they take excentions to remarks of Yanks
with respect to organization, length of
service, and countrics in which they have
served. It's going .to be put down in black
and white on the discharge certificates, ac-
cording to G.O. 63, G.H.Q. At the sume
time, some men who are a lttle Inclined ;
to draw the long how will have to pull ln'
their horns if some other soldier quietly .
asks to sce their certificates. |

The designation of all organizations in;
which the c<oldier has served during his:
current cnlistment, or since induction into
the military service, with inclusive (]«I.l(‘“s
of service, will be noted on the reverse side
of the certificate.

If the soldier has served overscas there
will also be shown the name of the country
or countries .in which he has served and
the dates of departure from and return tol
the. United States. In case of service in
Siberia, and if departure for such servxce|
wasg from stations outside the continentul
limits of the TUriited States, it will be so
noted. *

When the records of soldiers discharged

and :
i

United States, the officers in charge of the
European discharge ~amps will note'thel
fact on the discharge’certificates. .

 SHADES OF OLD MARCO POLO!

Ladics first: The coliumu turns cocduca-
tional and the subjeet matter comes from no
other place than that wild-west city of Bos-
ton, community of unerring and comprehen-
sively intellcetual pensmen. The “Battle of
Tours!” 1t grows bloodier and more thrill-
ing as the column proceeds.

From page 258, March number of “Tecle-
phone Topics,”” Boston, we have salvaged a
page story with a prominently displayed
photograph of Miss 12mma Broussceau, one
of the returned “switchbourd sgoldiers,"” who
has hor dates mixed, or ¢lse they have been
twisted and the map coordinates badly
mangled by editorial bombardment. Miss
Brousscau is the charter lady member of our
organization, as such either she or, more
likely, lier interviewer is entitled to the hand
cmbos=sed plaster east of Baron Munchausen.

The photograph shows Miss DBrousseau
wearing lwo scrvice chevrons for 12
months in France. So far, so good. But
the artiele appedrs in the March number
and states that she is just back 1rom France,
while this damaging statement oceurs in the
interview.” “We sailed on Xprit 1, 1918

Ten of 11 months i§ clc)'-e cenough for
a full year, and possibly s » chevrons
were only sold in pairs at 'l‘ou

Those lads, however, who have not known
the terrors of that wonderiul little town
some distance south of Paris, will be intoer-
ested to learn just how thrilling the “Battle
of Tours” did become, for Miss DBrousscau
is quoted as saying:

Of ccurse, the {.nrls were In somo  danger,
le

there uere rey air ralds at Tours, and on a
5 we were foreed to get ont Lof

as
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The “Milwaukee Sentinel’’ scored
scoop in its edition of Muarch 16, with a
double 'pholopraph oif Pvi. B. Steve
Schwebke and Cpl. Arthur H. Brandenburg,
two battle scarred Marvines. The story is
devoted chiefly to the corporal, who wears
“the Croix de Guerre, the Legion of Honor
Medal and four campaign stripes” not o

a arceat

mention the fourrageére he is shown wearing
in

“Schwebke was cited on
ions,” says the “Sentinel.”
from (he N. Y. ITerald:
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'l‘llc-' Philaudelphia Inquirer” of March 29,
1919, gives a story of Pvi. Walter C. Mack,
Co.. R, 136th Machine Gun Battalion, who
did no! sail for France until June 1918,
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the news of the cessation of
hostilities lasL November has not penctrated
as fur as the staid old ¢ity of Philadelphia.

The April 10 “Daily News,” of Dassaic,
N.J., informs its readers that Whalter
Rathgate has arrived safely from overscas
and has rewurned with an honorable dis-

. charge from the United States Army,

With special mention of his eharacter belng ex-
eellent duritng hls two years” servieo.””

It is to be regretted that the reporter for-
got to mention the fact that Bathgate's
service was also “honest and faithful.”

The commanding oflicer of Co. 7. 2nd
Regimens, Air Service Mecechanies, is proud
: of the record his organization made behind
the lires, and he has asked that the ex-
ploits of Cpl. Wirt J. LElliott, as published
in 2 newspaper al Bellingham, Wash.,, be
dcenied.

“In the first place,” Captain Breunig, his
company commander, writes,- ‘“‘Corporal Til-
Hott was never din the trenches, nor were
any mcmbers of this company ever in any-
thing like a dangerous position. Our work
was confind to the S.0.S., and our duties
consisted of supplving the combat troops
with fishting material and otherwise back-
ing them in the undertakings. 'This work
was just as important as the actual fighting,
and every man of the organization is as
proud of the bit he accomplished as the
doughboy who rcturned from a successiul
trip across No Man’s Land."”

The clipping inclosed from the Belling-
ham paper gives this miraculous account of
what Cpl. Wirt J. Elliott was doing for his

country in an Air Service Co. at Chalons
(sur Marne):
pl. Wirt J. Fillott, former Bellingham police-

Lnows that he 2t least got one Ifun whilo
In France, Lbut ke did s> at a great risk,
co to do so cume cne day afier hours of
g thirst and he took I, knowing that he
mizht never get back to the trenelies. . And  for
the risk he took he was-decorated by the French
military authorities.

Correral Lilhiott, who has a repuwntien for re-
puerve, was in charge of a number of s 14
tho lower end of o trench in ¥ ce.
that they had nothing to_drink for 2
thelr throats were as dry as a
Cornoral Elllott asked wlhether any of lhum h§ 3
voluntier to g0 to the rner and M a canied or
two, The river was not far distant, but on-th o
(ulor sido of it was n band of German so
and na one seemed w % to meke the s
Thereupon the corboral that he weuld
to get some water, el that he weuld r

be_shet than dio of thi

Fastening three canteens to his belt he started
out ard made tho river s'm.'ls e filled his cun-
tecns and was in tho act of returninf® when he
heard the scrape of gravel, ard locking across the
river ke maw a German officer at the river's edge
getting water. This seemed to tho corporal an oh-
rortunity that cculd not be passed up, and rals-
ing s rifle, he fired, killing the Yiun.

Then Corporal Eliott made a dash for home.
The fou’s snipers lmmediately gct his range . and
bullets were "ralsing dust all around him, when
he lcoked up to see bis comrades rushing to his
defense.  Miraculously, every cue of the Amerleans
got eafely back to the trench,

Lieut. Bernard Granville, the actor,

got

‘some excellent advertising in the “New York

World” of March 23. by the production
therein of a photograph, claimed to be his
own exclusive print, in which a horse was

shown blown: into a tree from the elfects of
. mine explosion. The story sounds Lrue
cnouysh, as Ideutenant Granville was with
the Plotographic Scetion until he was re-
leased to o home last December.

The photographic reproduction met the
eve of a buck who had bheen under Lieu-
tenant Granville's command since his
rival in France. The soldier writes the
lnwu‘;; pertinent letier:
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THIRD ARMY BATHES AT
NOTED WATERING PLACE

The Bad
breaking &
namplilets
banlks
iay 88
attendance
3,363 in
is 350 dail

It is o~
the Bad

Neuenahr is having a
ason. Prettily
of the watering

record
lithographied
place on the

on the
from
1912,

“rapid growth” of the
200 persons in 1839 to
Now the influx of guests
l‘hm are Yanks.
. very rashionable to frequent
uuun.lhr The ultra-elite of
fouropm w wont to loll in luxury there,
their alibi being tlug. il healih required
the  all-healing  waters of the Grosser
Sprudle, the  Willibrordus  Sprudel  and
other Sprudels and Quelies.

No epidemie of liver complaints has
seized the Yanks., The fact that Grosser
Sprudel water contains (04890 per cent of
potassium chloride means nothing in their
young lives. They are there beeause the
ablishment
for the Ath Division, and
rt of the Fourth Corps.

e palatinl Kurhotel is used by U.S.

ition TTospital No. 26, so the permi
..: onn. ires are housed in a string of hotols,
ranging from the commodious Flora Tlotel
to villas, residences and rooming liouses.

The ¢ 10 of Xurhaus, on the banks of
the Abkr, is leave headquarters, operated by
the YM.C..\.  The leave men bdathe in the
thermal rings and other warm salphur
springs, as well as the orviginal Apellinaris
springs.  There are trips to casiles along
the picturesque Ahr, and {o blulfs over-
looking the Lhine.

whoie Bad Neouenahr bathing est
i a leave cente
tor pa

’l‘ :

of the Ahr, a tributary of the Rhine, $r0t only souvenirs, but Sam

| SOUVENIR STORES

SURELY HARD HiT|

Got All Stocked Up for Our
Trade, and Now A.E.F.
Is Running Home

The souvenir stores

Grave concern over the rapid exodus of
the Al heginning to be Leenly felt
by the souvenir storekeepers in the port
¢ities. The merchanls who calered to the
souvenir craze of the American goldiers
arce beginning (o sce rather a dark futine
ahead of them, for they mnvested much
money in their wares, and when the Kan-
kee troops are all sone—what then?

Tf the members of the AJLLEF. knew little
about just when they would leave France,
the French storekeepers knew still less.
Many of them not only stocked up heavily,
but made large contracts for such articles
as Ianey pillow tops, table cloths and elabo-
Iy emibroidered silk handkerchiels with
‘Souvenir de France™ worked in thom in
innt colors. As these things do not
appeal to the French people, they promise
to become a drag on the market.

are up against it.

ie

Nor are the vendors of these articles
alone fedling this sales slump.  Two manu-

faciurers in Bordeaux who made i specialty
of =uch things were obliged to shut up
<hop beeruse of a luek of orders. A good
deal of 'the faney work was at first done
by hand, but when the demand hecame too
great, special machinery was installed in
these factorics. 11w destined 10 prove
a mushroom business, for, though it re-
ceived much cneouragement .at first, few
American soldivrs  were prone 1o pay the
exorbitant prices asked for the articles,
and consequently the sales bhegan o de-
cline. Now the manufacturers are won-
dering which way to turn.

When Base Seetion No. 7, at La Rochelle,
closed on April 25, no less thin ten stores
found themselves wilth goods on th hands
which they could not =ell. This included
Browne belts,
divisional insignia. offcers’ caps and rank
orninnients and gold service stripes. Fortu-
nately, the French oflicers wear the
Browiie belt as well as the American olli-
cers, and there
of them, but over the rest of the merchan-
disge the merchants feel nothing but oloom

Tn &t. Nnza Bres=st and Bordenux the
stores are clearing their stocks of Amer-
ican Army goods as fast as pos=xsible.

As
it will bo at le two monthsg before these
ports will be redally empiicd orf their pe
sonnel, there is still @ chance o dispose of
some ol ihe geods, and some of the stores
which had Iarge stocks on hand are o
so Tar as to «ell them at cost 10 prev
them from being a deal loss.

The Americans suggest one zolution to
the problem—let the French Army d(l()[)l

Ameriean insignia, else Freneh nu
will =ee a big hole in their bank ace
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it has been moved on maps only. and not
bodily, German maps showed it on the
south side. IFrench maps had it in the

middle of the stream, and the map makers

of the 29th Engineers ook some one's word
for it and placed it on the norih side of
the 3Alocelle,. Now it has to be moved

again,

but the
Rassen-

Lawn socinls are hardly military.
Third Army held one at Scholos
heim on Mother's Day.
to the party in machine
were Japanese lanterns hung in

dens, and old-inshioned games like *““Ring
Around A-Rosey” were played, while the

Hith  DPioneer, Infantry  band  furnished
N The party was wiven in the beauti-

ful castle pardens of Taron Julius von
Waldthausen, rormeriy Imparinl ambassa: -
dor to Turkey, Argentine and Denmark,

and consul-general ot Calentta. 'T'he baron
lives in part of the palace and speaks Fng-
lish perfectly.

The uttermost outpost on the Tthine!
Such is the claim macde by the detachment
of Yanks from the 26th Imfantry stationed
al Molsbe castle, the apex of the Coblenz
bridgehead.  The stle still inhiahited
by Count Iranz Walderdorlt and his [:
Hy.

=

Any place in the Arny
| ¥Yanks stop suddenly whi
thefore pictures advertis

of Occupation
strolling alons:
steamship com-

| believe w he looks at is nothing more
than a machine to draw the plough and
other cultivators throuph the soil. But he

ALLAH PRESERVE Us,
WHAT CAN THIS BE?

Arabs Due for Jolt From
Tractors Sent to Tu-
nis by A.E.F.

\When the Arab, [acing the east with his
knees on the sands of the Sahara, raises his
boweaed nead Lo sce a hideously colored, fire-
spitting monster unbering (nw‘n(l him, one
ol these days, it will require more nh\—m\Ls.
assurance of his fellow tribesmoen who have
bheaen over

seas In the great war to make him

will soon et aceustomed to them, for
Lrid s and caterpillars have bheen sold by
the Ordnance Department to a French com-
pany in ‘funis for a colonization project.
A number of these eapterpillurs were
shipped from the Ondonaneae depot at Gievres
Inst week and the remainder from Bor-
deaux. Fhey vary in type fromm the small
tive-ton (o the henvy 20
The catapillars and tractors were used
during the war in the motot d Artillery
for drawing heavy suns into position. Since
chen fhe been concentrated at Gidvres
as the divisions turned them in.
e 11 machines waiting dis-

combnt
e now
al Gitvres,
The Iv-ton r~hors
have proved such o
that they are to be s
to the resorve
eventually go

ower type is said to
cess during the war
iipped to St. Nazaire

depot and  will probably
back to the United States.
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Kpeaking Fnglish in_hi.: class s Sll'i('ll.\'.p“nieg and exelaim, That's the boat 1
verboien. came over on””  They are the old, pre-win
- ads of the German firms owning the Valer-
Clay pizeon shooting wilh shotgunes isiland, KWaiser Wilhelin, Von Sicuben and
one of the duties of the air squadrons in |other large vesseis converted into American
the Rhineland. At the 1st Alr Squadron [ troop  transports, and may ol them 1e-
grounds near Andernach obscrvers and | named. .
pilots hang away every morming at o o '-
club” pear the river. Some cerackshols | — —
have been trained. The purpose is o de-
velop aquickness and alert s, S P
2 il .
“Aove thal town back zeross the Mosclle |
River.” ordered a colon “You had it
right in the first plac v wiy did you ' I
move it over on the nos brnk?” il
Mosclkern is (he muen moved town, huf,l ”

Cé ocolates

Get Some Before They -
Argonne! Ouch!
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