
VETERAN OF 1861
HEARS PRESIDENT

ON MEMORIAL DAY
Gapt. French, 74 Years Old,

Exchanges Salutes With
Executive

ONLY G.A.R. UNIFORM THERE

Man Who Helped Save Union Half
Century Ago Says All Knew

Yanks Would Come Through

The oldest Yank in France! The only
member o£ the Grand Army of the Re-
public to attend the Paris Memorial Day
services in Civil War uniform; and, per-
haps, the only living person who has heard
President Wilson?s Memorial Day address
and Lincoln?s Gettysburg speech! Such arc
the honors, awarded to Capt. William H.
French, 74 yearn old, of Brooklyn, X. Y.

In 1801, when President Lincoln called for
volunteers to defend the Union, Captain
French, then a youngster of 15 summers,
enlisted in the 14th Regiment of Brooklyn,
better known as the ?Red Lexers.?- In
those days the soldiers of this regiment
wore turbans and rod 'bulging pantaloons,
though there may be present-day Yanks
who will not concede that those wore
greater handicaps than our own wrapped
leggins. Captain French was wounded
twice, but today is as full of pep as a
doughboy with sailing orders.

On Memorial Day, the old gentleman
arose at sunrise, and donned his faded uni-
form of blue. After hanging the Starsand
Stripes from his window, ho attended the
services in the American Church of the
Holy Trinity. In tins afternoon he visited
the cemetery at Surcanes, whore 1,500
Americans are buried.

President Wilson was the speaker of the
day, but before the President gave hi!* tub-
dress, Captain French, attired in hta Civil

Capt- >V« 11. French, Yank

War uniform, black felt hat, oflicer?s gold
cord, and a sprinkling of medals, ap-
proached the President?s stand, clicked hisheels, and. standing sillily at aiieiilioa,
rendered, his Commandor-in-Chicf a snappy
salute. The President returned the salute
with a smile of recognition.

In referring to the incident. Captain
French said: ?When the President smiled
and saluted in return, 1 cannot, toll you
how deeply I was pleased. J felt as though
I represented Ihe old soldiers of the Grand
Army, and was appearing for them before
our President, 11,000 miles from home, His
speech was wonderful! It carried me hack
to the Memorial Day. ">J years ago, when
Abraham Lincoln addressed us on the lulls
of Gettysburg. T was proud and happy in
that the graves of our hoys wore so beau-
tifully decorated. Kach while cross and
flag told a story of heroism and devotion
to duty that will live Inrough the ages.

?Memorial Day certainly was a great
day for me. I?M bet 1 bought drinks for
half the A.E.F., and at n o?clock I was
still thirsty, and was willing to bond el-
bows with any wearer of 0.D.?

Itut He Keeps n Duplicate
Captain French is a member of ?Win-

chester Post, ir»7. G.A.R., Department of
New York, and each week ho sends the
boys a summary of his doings for the
week. He keeps a duplicate copy of each
letter, because he says he wants to re-
member what he has told them, as some
of the old-timers have fine memories. Ho
is in France on business, ami is, inci-
dentally, visiting his son. who is tem-
porarily residing in Paris. '

When asked whal ho thought of the
Yanks. Captain French said: ?Wo arc
mighty proud of the hoys, but wc knew
nil the time (hat limy would come through,
hut don?t forget lhal if we G.A.R. hoys
hadn't saved the Union in ?()">. there
wouldn't have boon any United. States to
fight for.?

?At our G.A.R. meetings, the Com-
mander would ask, 'How many of you
boys would go over to Franco and light,
if they would lake you?' Of course, it
took a little time for some of us to stand
at attention, but every voice would an-
swer, Td go, Commander!' '*

Captain French has crossed Iho Atlantic
three times since 1000; the second time
being: In 1917, when the U-boats were run-
ning ?loose. lie expects to return early in
July.

LESS DUDS ON TRIP HOME
The coming of summer and the shifting

of the chilly winter winds that blew on the
Atlantic to the balmy breezes of Juno have
resulted in several changes in equipment
for homeward-bound troops.

According to a recent memorandum is-
sued at Camp Pontanezen, Brest, overcoats
in the possession of troops bound for the
States may bo turned in before embarka-
tion. At' Le Mans orders have been issued
discontinuing gloves as part of the equip-
ment of homeward-bound troops and re-
ducing the allotment of blankets from
three to two for each man.

Other changes which have Just gone Into
roffect arc that only one pair of shoes is to
bo In possession of each soldier, and that
S,O.S. troops are not to be equipped with
gas masks, but will have steel helmets in
their possession at the final inspection be-
fore embarkation.

ALGERIAN CITY IS
VISITED BY A.E.F.

Oran, Older Than Ancient
Carthage, Host to Home

Bound Doughboys
The north coast of Africa has been in-

cluded in the itinerary of .several 11101101111(1

homebouucl Yanks who have departed from
Marseille in the last few weeks. Instead of
making a seven or eight-day, straight-
away trails-Atlantic trip of the voyage
home, the soldiers who sailed recently

aboard the steamers Patria and Canada,
and several other French liners, took
cruises of 11 days and upward, whiling
away a few days on the fringe of the
world's least known continent, taking in
Gibraltar and, in. the instance of one boat-
load, at least, putting in at the Azores is-
lands in midoccan for a pleasant slop.',

Oran, Algeria, one of the most ancient
and interesting cities on the whole Medi-
terranean coast, is tile port- which most of
the. (Safemporc African tourists have vis-
ited. It has just completed the entertain-
ment of its fourth boatload.

The city, now the second in importance
in all Algeria, predates Carthage, and in
the middle ages had the distinction of be-
ing tlie rendezvous of the fiercest pirates
of the Mediterranean. T\t the thirteenth
century it was the terminus of two of the
most important caravan routes across the
Sahara and was the most prosperous port
in the world. Its present population is
140,000, including French, Spanish, Arabs
and Hebrews.

Yanks Are Sensation
The first boatload of Tanks arriving at

Oran piled nshmu Unannounced and became
a so.nsMiUm. One lone corporal who strayed
Into the Arab soct.idn immediately became
the center of attraction of the entire na-
tive population. At least a thousand Arabs,
clad in turbans, flowing while robes ami
sandals, followed him about, registering no
emotion more terrible than curiosity. This
turned to the keenest admiration when he
was recognized as an American by a native
who had served in a famous Xoltavc regi-
ment beside American Iwops last, summer.
The "provost. guard found this particular
corporal at midnight, sitting cross-logged
jlhd drinking coffee, the much-feted guest
of honor at a special performance of the
most beauteous dancing girls in the city.

Since the udVont of the first boat, the
novelty has worn off for the natives, but
the interest is just as strong among the
Americans, it takes from 3fi to 48 hours to
coal at Oran, and this Usually permits of
the shirtsleeve soldibr (blouses being fore-
gone In reference to the African sun) visit-
ing a mosriuc or two (to do which he has to
take his shoes off), inspecting a synagogue,
paying a call at a Catholic church which
sits high on a mountain above the town,
going for a swim, taking in a couple of
Aiabian dancing girl shows?entirely proper
from the Arabian point of view?and silting
in front of a cafe, French stylo, long enough
to got 27 shoe shines from Ami) urchins
whose solo possession is one brush used for
cap, clothes and shoes, in the order named,
and who scramble for this orderly duty and
(he remuneration of one big claeker.

FEW ?UNKNOWNJIEAD"
TO BE LEFT IN FRANCE

Graves Registration Service
Has Special Tracers

on Job

Th« A.F.F. will have fewer ?unknown
dead? than any other Army in history.
The tracing of identities of those who died
without name has kept one department of
the Graves Registration Service at work
for a long lime.

A lieutenant of the Air Service mot death
near the commune of Lotanr.o, Ardennes,
just Ik-fore the armislie-e. The ordinary
moans of idenlilicat ion were lacking. Onlv
two clues wen* found with which to work,
the laundry mark. ?L.R.T..? in the lieuten-
ant's shirt ami the trade-mark of a
Rochester, N. Y.. clothing manufacturer in
Hie lining of his uniform.

The unidentified lieutenant was given his
final resting place in Grave No. I in the
lillk; soldier cenielciy of I.etaime, while a
loiter traveled from the Ideniuieaiion De-
partment. to the oMsci-s of the American
clothing eompany. Tiie company addressed
a circular letter to tfflO clothing stores, any
one of which might have sold a uniform to
an ofliccr, initials ?L.K.T."

On May 2 the firm wrole that a dealer in
Austin, Texas, reported having sold a uni-
form ou February 0, ID IS, to I- R. Thrall,
who was at that time a cadet at the School
of -Military Aeronautics at Austin. The
dealer gave the further information that
Thrall had left the States on August 18.
IMS: that ho had been killed in action on
November I. IMS, .and that his father was
Lyman Thrall, Done Gap, 111. This infor-
mation being communicated, to Air Service
ollicials. the buried aviator* was identified
as Lieut. Loron R. Thrall, 11th Observation
Sciuacl roii.

Memorial Day, saw a name on the
cross which marks Grave No. 4, Lotanno
Cemetery,

LAST YANKS LEAVE
ANCIENT CHARTRES

Camions of A.E.F. Passed
Old Cathedral City for

Final View

The spires of Chartres cathedral, whoso
uneven lengths stretching far upward into
the shy, were marked from afar by the
khaki thousands as they pushed frontward
from the bases in the great .lune-.luly troop
movement a year ago, have today lost their
significance as military milestones.

i..ast Juno the camions- that fed the
Yanks' supreme effort roared past the old
cathedral town, nose to tailboard, day and
night, in a long, unbroken stream. Now
oven the M.P.?s have loft the quiet old city,
Us storied streets, its tourists and its. mar-
velous game-pies, and even the last of the
scars in the white roads, cut by the cara-
vans of trucks, are disappearing as the
remnant of the labor battalion completes
its task.

Chartres, tradilonal headquarters of a
crack French artillery regiment, was never
a Yankee city, and its streets have seen
but few Americans as permanent guests,
except those stationed in the French avia-
tion grounds or the personnel required at
any way station of the Bros!-tOrBerlindrive.

When the lines of boxcars moved out of
the base pons and' jogged across the flat
country, the two lowers of the old cache-
draf. whose foundations wore laid upon the
ruins of a Druid temple, could be seen ris-
ing high above the city for many miles.
They were one of the first great landmarks
along the roads of France that lead straight
to the zone of the battlefields themselves.

Some of the men in those hot and dusty
cars never lived to see another French
cathedral; some saw many. The delicate
carvings about the altar of this church arc
as beautiful today as they were when the
master workman of the middle ages laid
down his tools.

While Commander fiend was crossing the
Atlantic, another American aviator, Lieut.
Itobert Mead, of the Air Service, was
venturing by air upon another sea quite nr,
dangerous?the sea of matrimony. A spe-
cial dispatch front Ellington Field. Tov.,
describes the first wedding in the clouds.
Lieutenant Mead and his bride, pale instead
of blushing, were accompanied to the scene
of the aerial nuptials hy the chaplain and
wedding party. The guests remained on
the ground.

The first official air map of the United
Stales, prepared by the director of the AirService, was made public last week. It
shows air routes already established in *lO
States. Soon the folks back. homo will he
asking one another if tUtoy live on the main
air line instead of lhe wncw macadam.

"The soldiers then calmly returned to the
seats they were occupying when the ac-
cident occurred and lighted cigarettes. All
refused to give their names." conclusion of

a cable describing Ihe rescue of 17 women
and three babies from drowning by a group
of former members o:* the A.E.F., follow-
ing collapse of gang plank nl Long Island.

James Cocsson. a wealthy Detroit manu-
facturer. has presented the? nurses of that
oily with a *300.000 home as a recognition
of the work of American nurses in Ihe war.

Among the features of Memorial Day in
I lie States was the dedication of a per-
manent Victory Arch a* Camp Grant. 111.,
in memory of tlie Camp Grant m--u
killed in the war.

"Miss Elsie Jar,is. who gave 000 tea en-
tertainments in the * A.E.F., has also re-
turned." says the cable. Isn't the A.E.F.
the dainty little thing!

Milwaukee is preparing to lose what )s
generally believed to have made it famous,
rts 2.200 bar rooms are?getting ready forthe coming July drought. They arc being

converted into stores ;likJ residences, of
which l Im.' lat tor an* in great demand.

I 'nemploymenl is not givat. despite tin-
lunnoil of Im.sine.ss. Or tin/ oiiy's aOn.OOO
population, the number of unemployed lias
not risen above 5,000 at ary time.

s?i. Louis says the war lias brought phe-
nomenal enterprise to its industries and
the federal Kmploynwnt Airuicy announces
that 7:i per cent. of all men. principally re-
turning soldiers, applying :or Jobs, inive
?beet: accommodated hy St. I.onis firms.

Hrigadier General A tierI airy, formerly in
charge of transportation in the A.15.K., has
?returned to the States and ::as his old Job
hack with a raise, as vice president of the
Ponnsy 1 vania I1«i l\vay Company.

Sioux City, 7a. t special: Iteturning sol-
diers are having no trouble getting the
?old Job*' back. Local newspapers are ad-
vertising for them and thme arc more jobs
open than men to fill them.

THE STABS AND STRIPES. FRIDAY, JUNE 6, 1019.

The 308lh Engineers started it?the
bridging of the Rhino* Then the 2nd Engi-
neers more limn c;ut the record in half, by
throwing a pontoon bridge across in 58 \i>
minutes, Now other Engineer units have
sot their hearts on beating this speed.

The 2nd Engineers performed their font
on May 20, rowing out the pontoons, an-
choring thorn in the swift river and throw-
ing across the planking* all in loss than an

hour. Then a procession, consisting of the
engineers, Marines, a battery of the 12tb
Field Artillery, all led by the 2nd Kngi-
neois* band, passed over the bridge be-
tween Jlnnningcn end Niedorbreisig.

The bridge was erected across the Rhine
at, the nurlliern edge of the American occu-
pied area.. The bridge materials are Ger-
man. left behind when the Hun armies ro-
Ireated. German Mngineers declared that
the bridge could not be built at the par-
ticular spot at Honningc-n selected by the

hind his dugout, to keep him awake and to
draw enemy lire.

One of the last shots of the war was
lired from one of these weapons, the shell
dropping into Longeyon at 10:5D a.in., No-
vember 11. one minute before the cessa-
tion of hostilities;

The grand total of American naval ves-
sels in Kuropean waters at the signing of
the armistice was 371, of which t.ho ma-
jority. of course, have gone home, the re-
mainder being used to convoy vessels con-
taining food for the famished populations,
and to swoop away tho northern mine bar-
rage.

Jfavy Pend dumber 1,020
When hostilities ceased there were ap-

proximately 81,000 officers and men of the
American Navy serving in Huropo. This
represented about 15 per cent of the total
naval personnel, which was 31,150 officers
and ,">OO,OOO men.

Naval casualties, of course, were very
light in comparison 1o the losses of tho
land forces. The dead number 70 olliccrs
and 2)30 men, a total of 1,022). Prisoners
of war include six ofllccrs and 15 men, 21
in all.

SUPPLY PROJECTS
AWAIT DISPOSITION

Troops at Depots Will Be
Released on Sale of

A.E.F. Material
Disposition of the groat projects of the

A.K.K. aI. Oievics, Tours, Mchun and Ts-
sur-Tillo ami of all supplies and property
on hand, now depends upon action to he
taken on complete inventories submitted
through the Visited Slates Liquidation
Commission to the Vrench authorities.

If the offers lor the purchase of this ma-
larial are .satisfactory to the War Depart-
ment it will mean the speedy release of
the troops now maintaining them. Already
thousands of troops ? have been released
through arrangements made by the ?Liquid-
ation (Commission with the French, where-
by they have taken over the smaller depots.
and isolated projects simply on a receipt;

BUILDING BRIDGES BY THE COUNT

Americans, and, furthermore, if it could be
built, tho builders would require four hours
to do it in.

Tho 308th Engineers of the Third Corps
wore the first to build a bridge across the
llhine, when they linked the hanks with a
pontoon bridge, also at llonningon. They
made no effort to set a. time record and
constructed the bridge in two hours and 25
minutes.

Tho picture shows the bridge opened up
to let boats pass'through.

YANKEE TARS WERE
CHAPERONS OF 62
PER CENT OF A.E.F.

('out i»ned from I?ngc 1
land, ready at all times to proicct convoys
or engage enemy raiders nr cruisers. Amer-
ican battleships were attacked six limes by
submarines, but all escaped unscathed.

Attacks on submarines by American ves-
sels numbered 25G, in IS3 of which definite
chart evidence proved the, existence of the
underwater foes, ?.Though only a few were
known certainly to have been sunk, there
were any number of slightly damaged, and
very lucky, submarines, and some few seri-
ously damaged ones, fn addition at least
six U-hoats were destroyed in the northern
mine barrage laid by the Tanks, and one
was rammed by the battleship New York.
This mine barrage, it may he added, was
approximately 250 miles long, 30 miles wide
and composed of 15 strings of mines laid
about J.OO yards apart.

Those (tig Gulls sit. Front
The long range naval guns which used to

scare everybody from the mess sergeant up
and down, when the first explosion tore a
great hole in the surrounding atmosphere,
had an extreme range of -12.500 yards, or 21
sea miles. Each gun was a complete, sell-
sustaining unit, with its train of eight cars
and locomotives. They were built original-
ly for battle cruisers, but later it was
thought they might be of more use on land
at the lime (May, IOISj, and so a cable
was sent to General Pershing. The C.-in-
C. thought so. too, and the first gun ar-
rived at its firing point August. 27. For the
rest of the campaign these guns wore ex-
ceedingly busy.

Camouflaged completely, they would roll
up to the zone of advance, creep siowiv
along tracks that had just boon relaid by
the American Engineers, and then, while
John Join's, private junior grade, was won-
dering how long the dui n war was going to
last,- anyhow, Zoom! would go the first
charge?and John would unit cussing tin-,
war, and start, cussing (he nerve of the guy
who brought that damn thing right, up be- 1

the expectation being that a sale will
eventually bo consummated.

The last of the inventories which have
been prepared by tin* various chiefs of
service are expected to ho in the hands of
the French by the end of this week. Many
are already under examination, and when
they are completed they will include all
classes of material and supplies in tho
A.K.F.

A considerable quantity of material has
already been disposed of to such liberated
nations- as Poland, Serbia. 1-Jsthonia ami
Rumania. Tins material included a quan-
tity of salvage clothing and food supplies.

OLD-TIME COUNTY
FAIR FOR LE MANS

Thousands Watch Races and
Exhibits and Eat Chiens

Chauds
A regular old-time four-day county fair

was staged as the final*- of the educa-
tional program a.t I-c Mans with ail the up-
state tvi'«.-reqiiisites from the prize bull and
(he three-foot onion plant to races with
lady riders clad in tho regulation O.D.'s.

The horse ratios, which were a feature
of the four-day celebration, attended by
many thousand Yanks, are reported to be
the cause of the absence of a proportionate
number of ofllccrs. Tho riders were re-
cruited from volunteer horsewomen of the
V.M.C.A. They wore ollieer.-/ bn-* ches.

French farmers made ? ritiics for prizes
in the livestock and final exhibits, and
rewards wore made in (h-rman souvenirs
for the blue ribbon .cows a.ml lirst, prize
potatoes. J-fot dogs, "ice cream and other
American product gav the returning
doughboy a sample of wliai is waiting for
him when ho gets back in tin: farm.

A .*25,000 agricuUuraJ ??.\hihit from the
L?niUrd States was one »\u25a0: the features of
the fair.

Less than two per cent of the troops of
ilio Third Army have coo; ms. according to
data gathered at the drlousing of home-
going units.

AND THEIR DREAMS CAME TRUE

An old Combat Division fireside group in the Argonne talking over a far country called America, to which now
they have at last set sail

THE POINT OF THE SCARLET CHEVRON

HISTORIC CHECK
HELPS ORPHAN FUND

Veteran of Big- Battles Comes
from Texas to Aid

French Kiddies
Donations having an unique origin or

history arc; not unknown among the con-
tributions to Tin-; Stabs ami Stiiii'Ks 1 War
Orphan Fund. Hut if a vote wore taken
among the H?"ds7 little mascots comprising
Tin: Stabs am* Stuiits* family. It is prob-
able that T. P. Metcalfe, of lottery D,
Kith Field Artillery, would he awarded the
h:md-emhroiclered pillow top.

Among the currency and chocks received
of lute for the benefit of the youngsters of
France, Metcalfe's check Is in a class by
ilself. It is aloof from the tattered notes
which changed hands on the African golf

links aboard ship and were then returned
to I heir native haunts from Camp Morrill,

N. .1.. nml cannot be considered in th-.»
same light as the dirty little franc coupons
from the provinces or the struggling murks
which find their way down from the Army
of Occupation. '

Metcalfe?s contribution came in the form
of a certified check, No. oflS, to bo exact,

drawn on the Pearsall (Texas) National
Hank in the sum of live iron men. The
date of the check is January lib 11MS. For
more than one year Metcalfe carried the
check with him in France, through part of
Iho Chateau-Thiorry rumpus, thence to St.
Mihiel. and finally up through iho Argonm-
Meuse sector. On the eve of his departure
for iho hone Star Stale. Metcalfe endorsed
iho check over to the fatherless kiddies of
the poilus of Franco.

Recent contribut ions to the Orphans? Con-
tinuation Fund are;

T. P. Mctr:iHV Francs 31.75
I t;|i Co.. l!iul it**;., A.S.M 4M.W
;t Ittli Inf TOU.T.I

inf or
Advjsucv MnlitNil Su;isny Perot No. 1... (50.?»0
SMnl Aoro S:m;ulron 80.00
M. Connate Smith, A.N.C! 0.0."
Don T. Davis IM.UO

AMUSEMENT^
Manager, press agent and advance! man

for a vaudeville show would have boon
.some job for a parson in the prehistoric
days before the war, hut in tiie.se amazing
times?voila! Chaplain .1. Karl On.su-;*
jaunlily bears these several relations to I lie
;io."dh Pioneer Infantry Piayers, and takes
a part in the show, besides.

The distinction of having been tin* first
A.E.K. troupe to play in Met/, is claimed
by the Komedy Kids Kompany. !lrd Bat-
talion, oath Infantry, 7th Division, Lieut.
Robert E. Hubert is manager and press
agent for the outfit.

Every man appearing in "Eyes Right,"
new musical comedy and revue, of the fiOlh
Infantry, sth Division, is entitled to wear
two service stripes. Some of them wear
gold chevrons on the other arm as well.
The show was written and produced ,by
Oapt. Henry Clay Bate, former Now York
newspaper man and theatrical writer. The
success of the production, which has al-
ready appeared to divisional audiences, is
attributed largely to the co-operation of
the V.M.C.A. and K. of C., which con-
tributed thousands of francs for gowns,
costumes and scenery, secured from Paris
mid Venice. "Eyes Right. 1 ' was due To
leave Koch, Luxembourg, on tour last week.

A now musical playlet, \u25a0written by Cnp-
i«iln Saddler of the Entertainment Bureau
at Tours, is entitled ?In a French Barber
Shop.?

?Carry On,? the popular show produced
by a troupe of soldier players from Brest,
has arrived at Tours for n repolishing at.
the Play Factory, after which It Will again
go on lour over the A.T2.F. circuit.

A bonadde surprise has been arranged
Tor the A.E.F. by the men of the Motor
Transport Corps at Tours?a musical -ex-
travaganza in which real girls appear in
the lending feminine roles ond in the
chorus. Nine pretty French mademoiselles,
who are members of the clerical force of
flic M.T.C., volunteered their services for
tin* show, and make the production a real
girly-girly affair. The name of the piece
is "Pul. It. There.'? The show opened May
l.'». The troupe is in charge of Lieut.
Ilalpli C. Peterson, a professional actor.

PIONEER ORDNANCE
UNIT GOING HOME

Original Detachment to Feed
American Drives Melts

Away

With the melting away of tip* Ordnance
detachments Hint laid down the park be-
hind the Ist Division when it tired its lust
shot in the Toni sector, a pioneer unit of
the A.K.F. will pass into oblivion as. Its
members will tlnd tln-ir way borne singly
or in groups, the fait: of stall! troops and
casuals.

This unit laid down its park on January
12. 11* 18. in that storied piece of ground
which was destined to heroine the appren-
tice shop of America's overseas war school,
and fioni tins little group of men under
Capi. K. It. Kennedy grew tho whole sys-
tem that fed the guns from Chaleau-
Tiherry to the Argonru*.

Tho first gun to speak at. the snap of an
American hand on the lanyard was turned
over to tills detachment, carefully cleaned,
and finally sent hack to West. Point, where
it now refits in the museum, a sacred relic.
The men hear tho proud record that they
never counted a court.-marl ial.

When the July offensive at Chat'-au-
Thiorry began, men from this group made
up the nucleus of the successful Ordnance
supply system based on La Fertf*. ami tho
same personnel was drawn upon later for
the advance in the Argonm*.

Wln-n they first wont in behind the Ist
Division at. Dom-CTennain they numbered
only -12 men ami one ollicer. hut. before they
had finished their work they were 1.200
strong, with French and Italian troops
helping them out when tilings got thick.

YANKS IN ITALY
SCARED AUSTRIAN

ARMY WITH BLUFF
Movie Stunts in Marching

Made Enemy Think All
A.E.F. Was There

HARD HIKES DID THE TRICK
332nd Infantry Camouflaged It-

self as an Army Corps, and?
Behold an Armistice!

The papers these days -arc tolling us a
lot about the smiles that illuminate the
faros of the delegates of whai is loft of the
once nourishing empire of Austria-Hungary
who have by now had handed to them their
sentence and the big addition for the re-
sells of the rough stuff they pulledduring
the late war.

As to the cause underlying that outward
expression of mirthfulness, however, there
is a difference of opinion. Perhaps it?s the
joy of again picking up acquaintance with
regular eats. But certain members of the
A.F.F.. though, arc in ou the dirt floor
when it comes to giving the real dope on
those smiles; for the doughboys -who
mingled with the Italians and British in
Ihe last victorious drive on the Piave aro
in the know, and they say it is a mighty
fine joke?and just penetrating, at that.

The Austrian dream bubble burst at the
now historic battle of the Viltorio-Vencto,
which rang down the curtain on the Mittcl-
Furopa myth on the Ith of the last, memor-
able November. On that tnreresring occa-sion of the collapse of the ZSastern lino,
the Austrian hordes boat it for the tall
timber behind a scrap of white rag and
doublo-goose-slepped-it to the tune of
?The Yanks Are Corning/' The Yanks
sure enough wen; coming, too, but the
funny part of It all was that there weren?t
enough of thorn to make a tank town holi-
day parade.

No amount of jaw-breakingGerman elo-
quence gassed out by howling mad kom-
mandantur.s could convince the Austrian
men of the lino that there weren?t at least
2.000.000 devil-hounds, armed to the teeth,
heading due north by east lo see for them-
selves, doubtless, how Vienna broad ismade In its home town. Arid .therohsjfhangs a talc, for at this point the YanT?
got away with the biggest game of bluff
of the war, though, lo ho sure, it?s not
called bluff now. hut ?camouflage.? It was
a good joke and well put across.

How dm Hln it' Took
Instead of there being a half-dozen

toughened olive-drab divisions in the front
area?ns the enemy's very intelligence
service is said to have reported?there was
only one solitary American regiment in
the whole wedge of Ihe Allied drive. Three
regular companies, a inert! handful, but
they had a rep. The Austrians had got
wind of how the line on the Western front
was being tied into all sorts of knots by
the men they thought couldn?t, fight, and
that nows promptly discounted their
chances of over regaining the offensive in
their own theater of war.

Reports were coming in thick and
that every road leading up to the Italian
line was infested with 0.D.-clad soldiers.
The Italians, English and French were
more or less known quantities, hut this
new element was something to sit up about
and take notice of. And they were -di-
visions strong, so what was the use?

The Allied Intelligence Service was no
slouch In the game. It. reported very soon
the effect upon Austrian morale made by?
the presence of "Ainoricani" In the oppos-
ing line. The rigid, dope, therefore, wan
evidently to keep up the impression that
the doughboys were there in goodly nnm*
,bers, and .all prepared to play it strong.

So the 21112nd Infantry Regiment was
split up Into platoons, and the next few
clays and nights they gloriously did their
hit by hiking. The groups of 40 or 50 men

Bwcre scattered among a dozen towns near
the line, and when the* enemy scout planes
flew over to observe the signal was given
for a general move of the various groups
toward the front.

Movie Stuff Fooled ?Km
The movement was purposely poorly hid-

den. ..Nature helped in carrying the stunt
through successfully, for the Italian roads-
in the section are lined on either side with
low trees or brush. Single file alongabout
a half mile of each of these roads went the
easily identified American soldiers. To the
observer above, either on the distant moun-
tain peak or in the low-flying planes, the
one man visible wns the- end man of a file
?that meant a young army on the road.

At jnight, tired, footsore and weary, but
still plugging alongi the platoons hiked it
back over the same road. ?With a few hours
of sleep and an intricate disguise, such as
a lightning change from campaign hats co
overseas, or from raincoats without packs
to Mouses with packs, they slowly trudged
along, single file, up the road in the gen-
eral direction of the line in the hroad day-
light?to the enemy?s eyes a brand-new
Army.

The camouflage movement was so well
put across that the Italians themselves be-
gan to think that at. least half the A.E.F.
had come over from Franco. The English,
who wore there in large numbers, fell for
it also. It can well be believed that It
worked good results in that way by In-
jecting pep into those veterans for the last
grand drive.

So badly wore the Austrians seared by
the Italians and the Tommies and tho
poilus and the camouflaged Yanks, and all.
that, when the morning of the glorious 4th
?of November?broke they were running
so fast on the retreat that, the Allied
troops that, followed in close pursuit had
to ho supplied by airplanes, as nothing else
could keep up with them.

First K. I*.: Well, we won?t have to stay
here forever, anyway. ??

Second K.P.: No. hut T hot'when my
term is most, run out they put the kitchen
in (piaranline.
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GOODjgyfeAß
We arc hoping that all of our men in'the A.E.F. will come
back to the organization when they return to the States.
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